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IN-TAKES

And the fourth issue is A go! This issue we Take
a look ar one of my favorite movie subjects... The
DINOSAURS! These creatures have been a part
of my life for as long as | can remember (Thanks
Mom!) and so have a lor of These movies.

Bur first, A ouick course in paleontology.
Everyone knows what dinosaurs ARE, but not
everyone is familiar with the terms. OK, the
word "dinosaur" means "Terrible lizard". Iv's
latin or greek, | forger which. In hact, most
They weRE
1he most successhul species 1o ever live on The
earth. The dinosaurs and their kin reigued for
over one hundred sixry million years, if noT moRE
on This planer. Not 100 bad for A species That
didn't invenT cars, Guns, bombs or even digiral
wrisTwATCHES.

dinosaur names Age latin or Greek.

| am dedicating This issue of Xenorama 1o Hal E.
Roache Sk., who passed away late last yEar.
Aside from being responsible for the Limle
Rascals, he produced the original ONE
MILLION B.C., and had a hand in ir's infinitely
superior remake, ONE MILLION YEARS, B.C.
He was responsible for a lot of good times when
| was young.

This issue will only be dealing with “tRug’
dinosaurs, The ones that actually existed. [l
save The inradiated beasties and their brethren
for A later issue. This includes all of Toho's fake
dinosaurs (Angilas, Varan, even Gorosaurus),
the Rhedosaurus and The giant bekemorth, and
don't even think 10 see Gamera and  his
playmates. There are plenty of prehistoric
porboilers with rReqular 'saurs out there. I've
already got lined up ONE MILLION YEARS
B.C. (66), RETURN OF THE DINOSAURS,
THE LOST CONTINENT (%1), THE MIGHTY
MIGHTOR, WHEN DINOSAURS RULED THE
EARTH and much more, plus the usual columns.

A lor of these movies have used stop-motion
animation 10 breathe life into Theses creatures.
With the advent of the "worphing" and compuTER
technology, a lot of people have said stop-
mortion is passe. | hope no1. Stop-morion, or
dimensional ANiMATION GIVES A MOVIE AN UNIQUE
look, and it would be sad indeed 10 Think That
this form of movie magic was gone. Besides,
why ask for special effects if they aren't special?
| don't dislike compurer effects, bur they
shouldn't be The only Type our there. Iv's A very

impersonal Type of effect. One can always Tell o
Tsuburaya effect, or an O'Brien effect. But who
does the Terminator stuff? How wmany did the
JURASSIC PARK Eeffecrs? It would be
iNTERESTING TO SEE A cOMpUTER ANiMATEd Godzilla,
bur not every Time. Bleah. And bland.

People
| think ir's because they actually

Dinosaurs ARE popular MOVIE SOURCES.
wonder why.
exisTed.
planer. They were the most successhul species
ever, ruling well over 160 million years. There
was also ouite a variery of them. A lor. They
looked cool, and we don't hardly know a thing
about them. It's all subjective (the informarion,
that is). Anyway, HEre's A smarrering of whar
i's all about. Turn THe page and EnTeR....
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THE LOST CONTINENT of 1951 REVISITED
by David McRobit, lost reporrer

"No Countmy can survive when it loses the respecr of
ir's own people or the world." Mike Rusroff

This is your basic scietist finding A lost plareav
movie, bur instead of having wonderfully inepr effecrs,
it has somEe NeaT sTop-motion dinosaurs. This is rare,
because it was NOT dowe by either Willis O'Brien or
Ray Hamrmyhausen. For a lowg time | never thoughr I'd
see this movig, then it popped up on cable on wighr,
anound Three in The morning. Brock and I stayed up
and warched ir, and Talked all the way through ir. |
then aGain never Thoughr I'd sk it again, but | found
it available on home video, and vERy iNEXPENSIVE, TOO.
Ir's very imporTanT To look through all Those videos ar
your local K-Marr.

This is o wonderful livrle movie, stamring Caesar
Romero [TV Barman's Joker, as if none of you knew!]
as the hero, and Beaver's dad Hugh Beaumont, John
Hoyr, and Aouanerra. Fomrrunarely, there isn'r one of
the [usually] useless romantic Tmiangle subplors To
clurrer up The story. This is & welcome relief.

This Team is sent afrer a lost rocker [courresy of
ROCKET SHIP X-M] which has crashed wirh some
special eouipment. Fearing The "other side” may ge ro
it fiRsT, OUR GOVERNMENT WASTES NO TiME in sending our
heroes afren The mocker.  Unfomrumarely, the plane
Goes out of control and crashes on The same island!
Whar a break for the guys.

Afrer finding The rocker has crashed on the watives
taboo island, our intrepid band sers off ro climb rhe
plareau, and they should prepamre 1o RuN inTO some
dinosavms.

The first animal they run into is NOT a dinosaur, bur
an enlamged lizard. Now | don'r mind this, because
wone of rhese scientists say ir's a dinosaur. And ir jusr
kinda' wanders through the ser.

The mext creaTure To make AN APPEARANCE iS OUR
Favorire, The Apatosaurus [lhere called Bronrosaurus],
who is shown ouite accumarely earing the vops of
trees, instead of being in the borrom of a swamp,
which was the current belief ar the rime. This
parvicular crirrer has A rather nasty disposition, as ir
artacks the group. Maybe it was having a bad day.

A spike fringed Triceratops then shows up, and has a
bloody [AND HOW!] barrle wirth anorher
Triceratops. Then, at the climax of vhe movie, ir kills
the annoying comic relief. YAY!!

Our final prehistoric animal is a vastly ovemsized
prerodacryl. These were no larger than a chicken, bur
wost movies have Them huge. Ar least it doesn't have
bar wings.

1 find That this movie is ouire aAccurare in ir's porTRAyal

of the dinosaums. The animariown is, of coumse, wor
O'Brien or Harryhausen level, bur it's very nice. The
producrion values are ouite nice, the music [by Paul
Dunlap] is well done and the sers are grear. | would
love 1o visir this "plareau’, properly prepared, of
COURSE.

1 just want To know one Thing... how do the suavivors
Ger rescued? Whar with Aouanerra there, I'm NoT sURE
that | would wany 1o be.

THE LOST CONTINENT a 1971 Lippert Producrion
producer: Sigmund Neufeld
direcror: Sam Newfeild
wriTER: Richard H. Landau
music: Paul Dunlap
STARRING:

Caesarn Romero

John Hoyr

Hugh Beaumont

Whir Bissell

Hilary Brooke

AQUANETTA

THE MIGHTY MIGHTOR, prehistoric superhero
by David McRobig, mribe scribe

The MIGHTY MIGHTOR made his debur on CBS as
parr of the MOBY DICK AND THE MIGHTY
MIGHTOR carvoon show. It was parr of the grear
supemhero explosion of vhe mid sixries where The
heroes wene everywHERE, EVEN iN CAVE MAN Times, which
was fomrunate, because this Tribe sure w~eeded
Mighror!

Mighror was actually Tor, a Teenaged caveboy who
was Given a magic club From an ancient hermir 1o use
ro give himself and his per "dinosaur’ [l use ouotes
because this animal was far closer ro a dragon Than A
dinosaur] Tog superhuman powers when needed. And
s | said, theses were needed Freouently, in these wild
prehisToric TiMES.

Because nor only weme there many dinosaums To
provect The Tribe from, bur also the likes of the
Serpent Quesen, Bruror the Barbarian, the Giant
Hunrers, Tyranwor, Komg and many mome invadems,
would be conouerors and worst of all, some annoying
small children. Most anmoying of all was Li'l Rok, the
son of Chief Pondo. He gor in the worst tRouble, and
needed A paddling in The worst way. 1 don'r know if
this ever happened, but | sure wish 1 could've seen it.
Li'l Rok was accompanied by his per bird, Ork, who
liad more sense Than the brar. These Two, in Times of
trouble would don Mighror masks and run straighT ar
danger. OF course, Mighror would show up, and save
the kid, bur osly afrer the masks Fell over his eyes, so
Rok thoughr he did the daring deed. | remembered
Mighror, bur this kid was eminently fomgerTable. |
would've dumped this kid into a live volcano when no
one was looking.

Li'l Rok had a sister, Sheema, who was also Tor's
ginlfriend, even though she preferned Mighror. Bur
vhen, she couldn't figure our who Mighrom was, Even




rhough he man around wirh Tog, and CALLED HIM
BY THAT NAME. Hello? Sheemra? Anyone home? |
didn'r think so. Tor would've been berrer off withour
her. She rreared him like dinr.

As for Mighror himself, ke was preTTy Neat. A no
vonsense kind of guy, he did his job and lefr. He had
A vast ammay of powers, including Righr wirh or
withour the magic club. I think ke had a Livrle
dimensional pocker to keep his club in, Too, as ir
disappeared occasionally. Ir also returned 10 him
when e through it ar an enemy.Prerry handy. His
rransformarion seouence was well done. He would
hold the club up and yell "M-I-1-I-GHTOR!" and ke
and Tog would be Transformed. Indeed, this sequence
was so well done thar Filmation Srudios complerely
ripped i off for thein insipid HE-MAN series. In
fact, They stole The enrire idea, even Turning Sheera
inro SHE-RA. Too bad none of the sense of advenTure
was stolen.

Incidently, vhe club must have given Mighror the
abiliry ro converse with people from The Furume, as he
had no problem Talking o Space Ghost when §.C. was
thrown back in Time.

Mightor was creared by Alex Torh, the genius behind
most of The Hanna-Barbaga super creations. The show
nan on CBS from 9/6/67 1o 9/6/69 before envering
syndicarion heaven. Now it can be seen on The
Carroon Nerwork.
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THE RETURN OF THE DINOSAURS
A glimpse of A hidden Tsuburaya TREASURE
by David McRobie, viewable rreasure

As habir, 1 always check our the children's secrion of
Any video store Thar | venture into, looking for hidden
Gems and Treasures. More offen than wor, | can find
something inveresting, and this Time | Found this Tape,
A compilarion of BORN FREE DINOSAUR
EXPEDITION. This was a series I'd heard abour for
years, and had always wanted 1o see it because ir
didw'r use men in suits, bur acrual dimensional or sTop-
morion animation. | understand thar producrion costs
forced Tsuburaya Pros. back ro men in suirs Larer on
in the semies, bur this casserve is all awimation.
However, all the human characrers were done in
cartoon animation. Therefore, it is AN EXpERIMENT i
live acrion effecrs [explosions, vehicles and such], stop
mortion dinosaurs and animared liumans. UnforTumately,
due 1o the american handling of The series, ir's mostly
AN inTeresting failure.

The story is somewhat similar To ATTACK OF THE
SUPERMONSTER [aka DINOSAUR HUNTER
AIZENBORG also a compilarion mape released in
english], excepr rhere The dinosaurs are conrrolled by
an evil entiry. Here they are just dinosaurs, probably
somry They gor woken up by thar blasved comer rhar
wandered 100 close vo The Eamrh. Ir caused
catastrophic changes and broughr long dormant planTs
and animals back vo life. The Dinosaur Patrol is sent
o relieve any sTray dinosaurs and relocate them 7o an
island [Dinosaur Island?] where they can be srudied
withour hamming Themselves or so-called civilizarion.

The bulk of this Tape deals with The Parrol Trying To
RESCUE AN Apatosaurus [again called Browrosaurus]
and her adorable lirrle baby. This small creature has
he only real personality in The entire Tape. These Two
sauropods Are threarened by first an Allosavrus and
thien of course A Tyrannosaurus Rex. Just once I'd like
10 SEE A movie where The Rex is o hero. Comics did ir
wirh Jack Kirby's DEYIL DINOSAUR, why not movies?
Movies are nororiously behind comics, though, by and
large.

Awnyway, the dubbing is atrocious. It rivals evew
LEGEND OF THE DINOSAURS for ineprness. |Ir
ruins whar would orherwise be a fux vape. The
alleged “acrors’ don'T seem 1o be invemested in giving
the chamacrers any semblance of emorion, or
intelligence [rhar could be the weirems [faulr,
though.]and so we As viewems don'T Evem came what
happens 1o Them. | found myself hoping thar eirther of
the theropods would ear these humans. Ar least they
weren'T our 1o kill The animals. Since The original
semies was released in 76-77, this arritude seems 1o be
abead of iv's rime. | do applaud them for vhar. Bur
thar is minimal, considering how poonly This raped is
handled. And iv's nor the Faulr of the source. I'm
starring To Think THERE'S A CONSPIRACY TO PREVENT ANY
japangse live acrion fantasy from mreaching a larger
audience. Somebody Tell me how ro convacr Oliver
Srone, ouick!

AlL in all, iv's o preTry inveresting Tape, and definirely
worth A look. Rewnt this if you are looking for
somerhing decidedly different from Tsuburaya Studios.
Ir's nor Ulreaman, bur whar is?

RETURN OF THE DINOSAURS
 Tsubumraya Producrion wreleased

by Associares Envertainment Int. in 198%
direcred by Larsy Smith

animarion by: Haruyuki Kawshina
special effecrs by: Koichi Takano
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THE LAND UNKNOWN

A SAFE HAVEN FOR DINOSAURS
as seen by David McRobie

Again, blessings be 1o the Sci-Fi Channel for bringing
this movie back ro the masses. | nevem saw this bur
for picrures in vamious Late, LaMENTE MONSTER MAGS of
the seventies. Now that | have it on TApE, iT's A GrEAT
lirrle pulp-rype movie, worrlly of addirion 1o ANYONE'S
dino-video library. Ler's warch!

The movie has all the reouvirements of a pulp novel, The
rwo macho heroes, the reovisite beauriful women, an
EXTRA SCIENTIST OR TWo ANd A mysTERious mENACE when
they ger 1o ...THE LAND UNKNOWN!

OF course, The women in pulps were usually no more
than devices To ger the heroes in and our of danger,
and also 1o Ffighr over who ‘gers" hem ar The
conclusion of the story. However, this movie avoids
thar, plus the cliche' of the weak woman who abounds
in most of The Fifries' monsTer efforts. As portRayed
by Shawn Swmirh, Margrer Harhaway is a strong
vibrant woman who Faces the dinosaurs with unusual
calm, At least ar the stamr. She even Takes marTems
into hEr own hands when a sacrifice is needed To
repain The helicopren. Counse, her boyfriend Cudr.
Harold Roberrs [Jock Makoney] has somerhing 1o say
abour Thar. Bur she is no shrinking violer. Bur
enough abour the people! Lers Ger To the real svams
of the movie!

As our hemoes Ay along over the Sourh Pole, a
prerosaur swoops down and wearly collides with the
'coprer. This causes sTress on, well, some ENGINE PART
[1 couldn'r kear what broke] and down they go. 1 call
ir by the family name of prerosaur because it's one of
he Aying lizards movies pur Together our of several
different repriles. Ir's the size of A Premanodon [abour
27" acnoss] bur looks like a Dimorphodon [abour F'
across]. Bur it could have evolved vhar big.

Awnyway, They Next encounter some foorage of Two real
lizards fighting. This is cruel and very unpleasant To
warch. 1 beligve it was flrom ONE MILLION BC, and
yuk. 1 lared this part. Animals should nevem be pur
in pain for our amusement. Then one of the lizards
sees our intrepid livrle band and sers off afrer them.
However, when it ers close enough ro be excellently
maTTEd inTO THE SET, iT TURNS inTo anorher lizard. Ak,
the perils of stock foorage.

Then, The most dangerous dinosaur THey ENCOUNTER
shows up... the dreaded Sriffasaurus Rex! | mean
Tyranwosaurus Rex! Actually, the costume is ouite
decent [I must say], iv's eyes move, the mouth drools
and opens, bur it's so immovable! I can't imagine being
neally scared by this. Bur iv's the representarion of ax
unstoppable fomce of narure. OK. | can work wirh
thar. Anyway, the beast is afraid of the whinling
coprer blades and doesn'T ever GeT Too close.

The acrual TtRue menace of Tthe picture is vhe
plesiosaur, which some have dubbed ‘Rippersaurus’
because only The Frowt Two Aippers appear. The rear
Rippers Are obviously underwarer, making this animal
most probably an Elasmosavmus. Ir is fam mome
dangerous looking Than the Rex. In fact, in ir's brief
screen Time it is scarier and more effecrive than the
STAR of LEGEND OF THE DINOSAURS, another
alleged plesiosaur [tho | hesiate 1o call it that].

One of the neatest Things about this movie is Thar The
Land Unknown does NOT sink, blow up om in any
orher way ger destroyed at the end of the movie. |
don'r know if The producers were as seguel-minded in
those days as They are now, bur this one was definirely
ready for it. There are plans made 1o Go back ar rhe
end. Plus, there's no comedy relief in The Form of A
mechanic from 'da Browx."

The sers are all well done, very atmospheric. This is
a place | would love To visir. ALl rhe marres and
miniatures Are also well done. | was alwost convinced
thar the helicoprer was real, a tribure vo the model
maker. The one thing thar would make this movie
rruly superior viewing would be if it was shown in ir's
original Theater screen ratio. AND if rhe Rex had
been just a lirrle more limber...

OH! | almosr forgor. During their stay in The Land
Unknown, our inteepid explorers find a cure lirrle
furry creatume, who is proclaimed ro be one of our
ancesTors. He was supposed 1o be more advanced vhan
rhe dinosaurs because he had sTereoscopic visiow.
Well, mosr of the theropods of the Creraceous period

" had srereoscopic vision, Too. Bur, larer, when lirrle

cute fuzzy runs away from the first Rex atmack, ir gers
eaten by a huge carnivorous plant! YES! So much for
the superiority of sTereoscopic vision.

Hey, I've talked enough abour THE LAND UNKNOWN.
Go visir ir.

THE LAND UNKNOWN produced by Universal-
Invemnavional in 1957
producer: William Alland

LIVING SKYSCRAPERS OF

GRANT WILLIAMS - LOLA ALBRIGHT
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direcron: Virgel Yogel

screenplay: Laslo Gorog

music supervision: Joseph Gersl

SPFX: Fred Knoth
Orien Ernest
Jack Kevan

STARRING:

Jock Mahoney

Shawn Smith

William Reynolds

William Brandon

This Tymannosaurus obviously didv'r stay in the
Anrarcric. He swam our and 1o the Yirgin Islands for
our NEXT fEATURE...

[Ediron's nore: duk 10 space limitations, THe nexr review,
DINOSAURUS Had 10 be cur. Sorry. [Pl be in the next

dino issue.]



rd CINEMATIC YOY
D is for Deinas

By the time you read this we
will have a new president.

How do 1 know? I have no proaf,
nothing that can guarantee this
statement. But I do have common
eense and an uninfluenced sense of
perception.

Common sense tells me it won’t
be Bush.

My sense of perception toward
the bias of the allegedly
objective news media in general
tells me it will be the man from
the state known for its chicken
plucking gang-bangs, toxic waste
dumping, bailed peanuts and
possibly the origin of the saying
‘this is what happens when cousins
marry."’

Something else tells me I*m
right.

Incidentally, does anyane wha
can pry themselves from the one-
eyed wonder know which way is up
on the liberal totem pole of
politics? And is there any way to
stop all that wailing and whining?
THEY will in control and THEY are
unhappy? WHAT’S WRONG WITH THIS
PICTURE?

Regardless of who is president,
a monstrous task lies ahead.

And speaking of monsters, that
brings me in a vague manner to the
sub ject du jour.

Before I do, a few things that
piled up since last time:

# Hal Roach passed away at the
age of aone hundred. Next time
you laugh, think of him, the
mirth master of movies,
present and past.

# For reasons my pea-size lint-
attracting brain fails to
fathom, I have been receiving
catalogs of movies now
available on videotape and
laser disc. A few of them
are:

# Laserdisc Fan Club: 1-B0O-

F28-2285 for a free (yes,
free) catalog;

# Facets Video Catalog #12:
1-B00-331-61973

# Pacific Arts: 1-800-33B-
5854«

# | know. 1 said I would talk
about George Lucas this time.
Hang on. It’s coming.
Eventually. Maybe. Possibly.
Probably.

Mow, having covered that, are you
ready? Good. Then stop being a
Cimmerian#, pull up a crate, hunker
down here with me beneath the
sickly yellow glow of the forty-
watt humming overhead, crack open
a six-pack of some health-
endangering overpriced refreshment
you picked up at the Sgueeze-N-
Screw,; shove a handful of some
preservative-ladened junk into the
orifice you call a mouth, and
let’s begin.

Reel time, as Sagan says, is
millyuns and millyuns of years
ago.

The sun is just beginning to
rise. Mist covers the peat-like
ground as something big and nasty
in the distance breaks wind.

As a gentle breeze laced with
the odor of sulfur wafts over us
and our eyes water uncentrollably,
we find ourselves in the year--oh,
well, forget that, since the
measurement of time is a concept
as foreign as deodorant.

The big and nasty has the

vapors again. We turn and run

d g odor, tripping aver
molding logs, falling in bogs

s ’
getting our faces caught in the
th‘“: webs of prehistoric
arachnoids, their heavy sh
defined by the marningydau-g::t
sends chills down our spines as
we come face to face with carrion
trapped within.

We break free, continue running,
falling, as strange noises like
stagger ing heartbeats are heard.
You trip. Blood pours forth as
valcano erupts, it gray ash
turning the yellow orange sky a
blood red.

The strange noises become
coherent, become a rhythm, become
the sound of tympani drums,
matching the steps of big and
nasty.

Birds the size of small
airplanes fly by, ripping at us
with long talons, missing, their
screams ghost-like in the shrouded
treetops filled with creatures
undefined. One turns, riding the
wind from the sea, coming back.

You slips cracking your head
against a tree extinct in modern
times thanks to the efforts of a
politically correct political
collective called Wise Use
Movement (WUM) as I leap a fresh
crevice in the ground, the growl
of an earthguake reaching, steam
obscuring the hole.

Then, as we find our backs to
rock, big and nasty lumbers forth.
Big? Yes. Nasty? If size is a
factor along with our respective
soiled undies, yes.

Big and nasty stops several
yards away, a fissure appearing in
the ground with ®ach step. its
tail swinging slowly back and
forth, decimating small creatures.

Certain death is upon us, that
there is no escape from this
hideous mouth reeking of fresh
carrions we pause as the ever
annoying Energizer rabbit-—-

WAIT A MINUTE!

Energizer rabbit?

By the time you read this the
beast we believe extinct--the
dinosaur--will have returned.

Before he died, Jim Henson, the
creator of Kermit The Frog, laid
the groundwork for a program
called DINOSAURS; simple and self-
explanatory.

Or is 1t?
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Dinosaur. Strange worg. it
comes from the Greek 'Deinos’
meaning terrible and *saurus’
meaning lizard.

Deinossaurus. Over time, and
as is the practice in English,
we bastardized it to 'dinosaur.’

Reel time, 60 million B.C. And
the towel, if you please.

DINOSAURS, the tee-vee show, as
anyone who watches the boob-tube
ritualistically krnows, is about an
extended somewhat dysfunctional
family consisting of a mother, a
fathery 2.0 children, an
unexpected second family (The Baby
*gotta love me’) and a wheelchair
bound antagonistic pseudo-Jewish
grandmother who escaped certain
doom in the prehistoric sludges
and how they deal with the day=to-
day problems aof life.

Or im it7

Look closer. A little more. A
little more.

What do you see?

The Sinclair Family, a humble
clan of middle-of-the-road
reptilians,, believe themselves to
be at the top of the prehistoric
foed chain. They believe
themselves to be super ior to all
other life forms on this, the
single continent.

Sound familiar? (For the slow of
thought, look in the mirror. Get
it? Got it? Good.)

And, in their quest far
domination, they are
systematically destroying the
world on which they live, courtesy
of The WeSaySo Corporation, a
faceless Machiavellian##® manopoly
whose only concern is the
financial bottom line.

1e this art reflecting life ar
1ife reflecting art?

When 1 first heard that Jim
Hen=on was creating a prime-time
show I let out a groan so loud it
scared the dog next door. after
all, SESAME STREET aired twice a
day on, as they say, another
netwark, and I can take only so

much of its Pollyannish programs
before I puke. (’It’'s a beautiful
day in the neighborhood. The
neighborhood, the neighborhood.
Won’t you be my neighbor? Please,
won't you be...my neighbor? Hey,
neighbaor, can you Say
sociologicalpsychoparalysis? How
about biogenetic warfare?)

But, being the good-natured
noodge 1 am, I watched the first
show without much of a fight.

It’s good for the soul to be
wrong now and again.

On the surface, DINOSAURS, in
ite first season, was a show for
the entire family. No sex,
violence, heads exploding, whores
being butchered, or colorful
metaphors. No heavy—-handed
messages forced down my throat
like dated castor oil. No mindless
tits and ass wiggling in my face
or abligatory beaver shots.

O EATORE



Mow go past the surface. Open
your mind’'s eye and look beyond
the obvious.

What do you see? That, my couch
potatoians, is beyond scary.
Beyond terrifying.

Contrary to what you may
initially believe, this was not
comedy. This was not a weekly
docu=-drama. This was not even
dramedy. This, my Medicean¥*¥
mammals, was reelity (not reality)
with a capital R.

This was lifey wrapped up with a
pink bow and deposited weekly on
your video doorstep for, as a
certain fellow named Serling once
said, your consideration in the
form of the nuclear family of the
early '90s:

Earl, the overweight working-
class plaid shirt dullard of a
father who tries to do his best in
raising and providing for a family
of once two childrens now three in
a constantly changing warldi

Fran, the always stable common
sense mother who represents the
sandwich generation of souls. Oon
the one hand she has her mother,
Ethel, the curmudgeonous old bat
whose sole purpose in life it
seems is to find fault with
everyone and everything. On the
nther, three children, two of one
generation, ane aof another, who
demand everything and give little
in returnj

Robbie; the rebellious would-be
politically correct teen—age son
who wants the world to be rose-
colored perfect, and who fails to
realize it will never be soj

Charlene, the just-—-becoming=a-=
teen—age daughter who thinks life
is nothing more than pretty
earrings and expensive clothes,
who wants more than she deserves
and who, with assumably anly two
brain cells,; thinks she is the
center of the known worldi

Baby ’gotta love me’ Sinclair
(does this kid have a name?) whose
purpose in life is to beat his
father Earl ’not the Mamma® with a
frying pah, crying in his high
voice 'gotta love me, I'm da baby’
all the while terrorizing and
frustrating those around him==the
symbol of Yuppies;

Ray *the playbay’ Hess; Earl's
best friend and fellow tree
pusher. Like Earl, he seems to

lack in the areas of intellect and
finesse. Yet, in the times of
crisis, provides the needed sage
advice to make things right once
mare;j

Mr. Richfield, Earl and Roy’s
boss, the terror of the working
world and Ethel’s alter-ego, who

represents the wWeSaySo
Corporation, the beast of
financial beasts that revels in
holding Earl, Roy, and their
cohorts under its corporate thumb -

Unfortunately, as tee-vee shows
tend to gos DINDSAURS evolved
yes, evolved). By its second
eeason, DINOSAURS had found an
audience. One large enough it was
a sure thing this once enjoyable
show would not be cancelled by the
1iving, breathing WeSaySo Network

called ABC. Conseguently,
DINOSAURS became more than just a
show with a subtle message for
the viewing masses; it became
more than just-—pardon my
language--bubble gum for brain.
1t became, like so many others
before and so many others to
comes a soapbox from which its
creator (now Brian Hensons the
son of the late great Jim Hensan)
could espouse his ever PC views.
1t became everything a family
show should nat be. :

Heavy—handed. Serious.

And ne longer fun.

Don’'t misunderstand. Please, in
these hyper-sensitive times when
even a misplaced punctuation mark
can send a special-interest group
screaming into the ever-darkening
night hands a’wringing, don’t
misunderstand. Everyone is
entitled to their opinions,
beliefs, values, morals, ethics
and standards. The Constitution
assures that. But when a show
like DINOSAURS begins as fun, it
should remain fun.

Maybe we, as a race, could
learn something fram this as
well.

Maybe we, the Deinossaurus—-=-the
terrible lizards——of our times,
should take note of our errors,
gur evolution. Our seriousness.
Before it’s too late. Befaore we
become, like the Sinclair family,
extinct.

As essayist Bruno Bettleheim
wrote: Any vision about the
future is really based an visions
of the past, because that is all
we can know for certain.

Think about it.

Until next time, with towel in
hand, my feet on the ground, and
my head in the clouds.

pore (. heos

MOTHRA-GODZILLA-RODAN-MANDA S 2=

# Cimmerian. One af a mythical
people described by Homer as
dwelling in a realm of mist and
gloam. SEE ALSO: People of the
United States of America, late
20th century.

## Machiavellian. Of or pertaining
to the Flarentine statesmen
Niccole Machiavelli (14&6%9-
1527), or relating to his
political theories, esp. to the
doctrine that any means,
however unscrupulous or
immoral, may be justifiably
employed by a ruler or head of
state in order to maintain a
central government body of a
given political slant. SEE
ALS0: The Clinton
Administration (1993-7).

*##Medicean. Of or pertaining to a
Florentine family, the Medici,
of the 1l4th, 15th, and 1&th
centuries who believed
themselves to be the bravest,
the most intellectual, the most
invincible of their time. They
were eventually disposed for
this arrcgance. SEE ALSO: The
Clinton Administration (1993-7)

[NOTE: Although Hess will not
reveal who he voted for, he does
admit that from time to time when
the moaon is full, the night sky is
clear, and he has had one grape
nehi too many, he hunts bleeding-
heart liberals, wacking them
soundly on the nose with a rolled-
up copy of William F. Buckley’s
National Review and reading
passages from Rush Limbaugh’s book
The W Thin ht To Be to
those who claim this as cruel and
unusual punishment for their life
styles.]

DINOSAURS (CC) 59061
Feeling a need to have a job outside the
home, Fran goes to work at a halfway house
for amphibians, leaving Earl to take over the
household day shift. (Repeat)

GODZILLA attacks New York!
RODAN devastates Moscow!

- MANDA obliterates London!
& aﬁqDTHRA smashes Peking!

- Is this the
v/ war-cry that
will save
the world...

=
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by Brock McDaniel

*The planes of their lives interlocked at oblique angles,
fragments of personal myths fusing with the dicties
of the commercial cosmologics.”

-1.G. Ballard, 1966

In the world I lived in as a five-ycar-old, dinosaurs were far from extinct.
On the outskirts of my neighborhood, hidden from adults and bullies, there
wound a dark green creck. Towering god-like over that damp abode, 1
would unleash, from a paper bag, my prized pets: brontosaurus,
struthiomimus, ankylosaurus, iguanodon, et al. - a whole stampede of
prehistoric animals!

Seen through more cynical eyes, I would've been viewed as a muddy little
kid floppin” around in a drainage ditch full of plastic toys. But sitting there
by myself, soaked clothes and all, I saw myseif as host to a holy revival...
the resurrection of a wondrous species that deserved a better end than it
got. Dinosaurs, you sce, were more than a hobby to me. They were my
friends. Moreover, they were a reflection of myself: an cager, il somewhat
imperiled young creature, wandering awestruck through an ever
expanding and hostile world.

It was, therefore, an occasion of great excitement when my parents
announced, one cooling sun summer evening, that we'd be going to the
drive-in to see a dinosaur movie! The film was called i

(1970) - a title which thrilled me to no end - and it was
co-billed with an extinction flick of an altogether different sort called The

Omega Man (1970).

We popped our own corn, filled the car with gas, and set out for what
promised to be an evening of non-stop prehistoric excitement. The
projectionist, alas, had other ideas. For some rotten reason, he/she
decided to show first. So, while Chariton Heston
clenched his teeth, and civilization screeched to a halt, I fell - dreaming of
dinosaurs - [ast asleep in the back of our old Volkswagon.

Through the years, growing up, When Dinosaurs Ruled The Farth haunted

SENSATIONAL HITS!
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Enter an age of Unknown terrors,
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me. I read every magazine article and book passage concerning its
production that I could find, and even purchased (for $2.95 - no small sum
for a 12 year old in 1978) the three-minute, Super8 condensation of the

movie from Ken Films. Yet, somehow, the full feature eluded me. A two- S

decade search through every weekly TV Guide proved to no avail, and N

there seemed little hope of a theatrical re-release. B
“WHEN DINOSAURS
RULED THE EARTH 27 ¢
™ VICTORUA VETR! v : pr

Fortunn.dy. the home video revolution came thundering (if a bit slowly) to
my'cmononal rescue. _I.n 1991, Warner Brothers excavated the movie from
their \"‘ll.llta y-ui deposited an excellent print of it on both videotape and
dllscrdﬁv& _lsc.I Finally, more than twenty years after my ill-fated trip to the
in, I saw When Dinosaurs Ruled the Farth. It "
e i was, sweetly, well

mE smn“a!s‘ —— Produced by England’s Hammer Films Studios as a follow-up to their

ROUNDUP OF ALL s Rl T e el o

Earth is - at once - both similar to, and an extension of, its predecessor.
The basic premise, designed by writer J. G. Ballard (his name is
n"nsspcllct‘i in the credits) is virtually the same as that of the Harryhausen
film (albeit with the gender roles reversed): beautiful blonde Sanna
(Victoria Vetri) is unfortunate enough to belong to the overly superstitious
Rock Tribe. As she is about to be sacrificed to a Sun-God by self-
nghteous male elders (Question: have men always been like this?
Answer: sadly, it seems, yes), a giant fiery fragment breaks away from the
star and Mqthcr Moon is born. Amidst the chaos, Sanna escapes, and
Fventuaily finds her way to the scaside encampment of the Sand Tribe. It
is there that she mects and falls in love with Tara (Robin Hawdon), a
rugged, yet sensitive, fisherman. Their courtship is short-lived, however,
as warriors from the Rock Tribe soon arrive. These soldiers convince the
leaders of the Sand Tribe that Sanna is responsible for the recent bad
weather. Thus, with a joint posse of Rock/Sand tribesman in close
pursuit, the young lovers go on the run. Along the way, Sanna and Tara
encounter a multitude of primeval monsters. Finally, after much struggle
and strife, our heroes escape to a peaceful new life on their own.




Despite its parallels to One Million Years, B.C.,, the story for When
Dinosaurs Ruled the Earth is not as well constructed. The film, though
only 98 minutes, contains such an unrelenting amount of action and pilot
twists that it sometimes becomes confusing. Having said that, a great deal
of effort was obviously put into the film (it took over two years to
complete), and production shines in all departments.

Director Val Guest (who has been very critical of the movie in interviews)
moves the plot along nicely (though, as mentioned before, a little too
quickly at times) and makes effective use of exotic Canary Island
locations. His lead actors, both quite young when the picture was made,
are sincere and compelling in their performances as the Stone Age couple.
Victoria Vetri's Sanna is a spicey blend of sweetness and defiance, while ik : ot e
Robin Hawdon brings a gentle strength to his role as Tara. Often e T e
dismissed by critics of the film, these two thespians nonetheless succeed KENETH 1086Y - K PEYIICK. (o o s ree | ynm TR 1B
in gaining audience empathy for what are basically inarticulate characters

(no English dialogue is spoken by the cavepeople in the film).

Mario Nascimbene, who also composed the music for One Million Years,
B.C., underlines Ehsn_nmmmm_ﬁgjﬂ_mgm with a most unusual
score. ];nmally. his romantic main theme seems ill-suited for a caveman
flick. As the picture unfolds into a sort of prehistoric Romeo and Juliet,
however, Nascimbene's work reveals itself as clear and thoughtful. Less
primitive-sounding that the music in One Million ¥ears, B.C., the leitmotif
here reflects the screenplay's suggestion of social and cultural evolution -
the inevitable bypraducts of the need for compassion and communication
(indeed, the film is full of scenes inveolving sex, art, and incunabular
language). Love, this story confirms, outlasts cven the harshest obstacles,
be they colossal reptiles, religious fanatics or, well, pick your favorite
menace.

oo LR
ONLY A FEW DATS LEFT! My faves, of course, have always been dinosaurs, and - as the title

promises - this movie is full of "em. Created by effects artist Jim Danforth
(with help from sculptor Roger Dicken and assistant animator David
Allen), the behemoths in When Dinosaurs Ruled the Farth are among the
most astonishing to ever emerge from cinematic prehistory. Ranging from
cute (a baby dinosaur befriended by Sanna), to horrific (a cave-dwelling
Chasmasaur) and sublime (the amazing stop-motion animated mother of

= : the aforementioned baby), Danforth's critters infuse the film with a sense
cfﬂ;‘;‘;‘;‘m‘n Pl - of awe and mystery. Whether it be a flying reptile, an angry sea serpent,
And! 75.0.5. PACIFIC” tsd 4 % or a slew of bull-sized crabs, the viewer is never more than a few minutes
away from another fiendish surprise. There are, in fact, so many monsters
in this movie, that it is amazing to learn that the producers actually wanted
more. A scene involving giant ants, among other ideas, was scrapped due
to time and budget considerations. As is, the final film is a brilliant display
of Danforth’s work. [n fact, his visual effects were nomimated fora 1971
Academy Award (the "71 Disney fantasy Bedknobs and Broomsticks went
home with the Oscar).

Since then, When Dinosaurs Ruled the Earth has fallen into obscurity,
a.ithough the success of this year's overrated Jurassic Park (an effort which
is, in my opinion, inferior to either of the Hammer dinosaur pictures) may
lead to a much-deserved rebirth. In the meantime, both the film and Jim
Danforth can claim a delighted and devoted cult of admirers. Indeed, at
last May's "Famous Monsters of Filmland Convention” in Arlington,
Virginia, I joined several hundred other fans in an auditonium to hear Mr.
Danforth talk about the making of this very special movie.

DAILY fram 12:1%

ALIVE WITH THRILLS!

JACK H. HARRIS'
aroduetion =f

Ot ¢ A Frr

HUSKY (ANSING BOWMAN The wonderful irony of that situation struck me immediately. My long,
frustrating quest for an evanescent film had led me directly to a man who
; ““.LB“_LYS IN had helped to create it. Like me, Jim Danforth had sought to repopulate
the world with those beautiful beasts of yest - the dinosaurs. And as
A “ yesteryear

S he spoke to the crowd on that warm Spring day in Arlington, his
HOU E impassioned words echoed as lovely roars in my memory... the unforgotten
. coLoR voices of age-old friends.

&y DelUIT

References:

Brigg, Peter. 1.G. Ballard (Starmont Reader's Guide; 26). Mercer Island,
WA: Starmont House, Inc., 1985.

FAMOUS MONSTERS OF FILMLAND, Apnl 1971, No. 83, ed. Forrest ]
Ackerman.
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Meanwhile, ar the newsstand on The corner of Main
and Xenia in downrown Xenoville...

XENOVILLE'S KORNER

1 had originally meant To review a variery of dinosaur
nelared magazines and comics, bur there are SO many
of Them our now thar it is A pointless exemcise. So
now | have some other stuff o review. Beaury.

ADVENTURES OF A-GIRL is by Elizaberh Warasin and
costs a dollar. The "A" stands for "a-sexual’ and othen
things, we are Told, thar will be revealed laTer. Issue
Two is our, bur | haven'r seen it. | thoroughly enjoyed
#1. The humonr is gentle, and Funny. Her advearrs look
as Though she has progressed s an arrist and | look
forward 10 issue Two, where A-Girl will be conrinving
her adventume in Japan. Onder it feom Elizaberh
Warasin, 137 So. San Fernando Blvd. #271, Burbank,
CA, 91502,

THE AGE OF SUPER-HEROES #6 of 100 is our, and
you have o onrder these ouickly as publisher Dan
O'Keefe selis our guickly. This is A magazine of prose
supen-hero sromies, with a few illustmarions. The
sronies vary widely in contenr, some being well wrirren
and some a litrle crude. These ame sromies dowe by
fans, and a lor of them fall invo the "vengeful dark
superhero” mold, which is OK, iF they are done righr.
| don'r cane much fom Them, bur it is iNTERESTING TO SEE
how orhers view this stuff. Each issue is $1, unril
#10, then the price will double. He does accepr
submissions and payments ar 1423 E. John, Apr. 2,
Searrle, WA 98112,

SKAM (lucky) #13 is THE zine for Hong Kong movie
enthusiasts. It has an incredible amount of info and
reviews on A huge amount of movies. | was nor even
awanre of vhe variery of styles marrial arrs Now come
in, from super-heroic To supernaTural To hisvorical.
| am amazed thar rhese people can find so much
informarion our abour theses movies. This issue is 54
and can be acouired from Richard Akiyama, PO Box
240226, Honolulu, HI, 96824-0226. Like | said, if
kung fu is your thing, This is THE zine for you.

Hey, did any of you see my Review in
PSYCHOTRONIC? | was happy abour thar. Ar this
years San Diego Comic Con | mer Michael Copner, The
ediror of CULT MOVIES magazine, and gave him an
issue of Xeno 1o meview. He rraded me for one of his.
So here's The review. I's just A general one, as | dow'r
have the larest issue (#8) which is our. Burivis a
Good magazine. | would probably say thar abour any
mAGAZINE Thar has Godzilla, Bela Lugosi, Gamera, El
Sanro and Ed Wood in ir. These are in-deprh arricles,
plus there are lovs of reviews of movies. THere are a
Few mistakes in the Toho secrion, bur no major ones.
You can omdem vhis zine by sending $4.9% 1o
YIDEOSONIC ARTS, 11225 Magnolia Blvd. Suire
200, N. Hollywood, CA 91601. Ir's worvh ir. Jusr
like Psychorronic, incidently.

SCARY MONSTERS MAGAZINE just continues To
improve. Issue 7 has been the besr issue yer. Number
eighr should be our by the rime you read vhis. Iris a
very nostalgic Tribute ro the gReatr monsTER mags of
the 60s. Every issue is full of grear monster phoros
and admars which are reproduced meally nicely. The
TeXT was on The skimpy side in the beginning, but as
monre people conrribure, it has really improved. Iris
a lor of fun. Issugs ame available either ar specialry
stores, book srores or they can be ordered from
Dennis Drukrenis Publishing and Mail Order, Inc.
748 Jocelyn PL., Highwood, IL. 60040. | think the
issue price is $6 vow, plus postage and handling.

Speaking of Godzilla (as we did earlier) | would also
like o dedicare this issue of XENORAMA ro the lare
Inoshino Honda, who passed away recently. He was
responsible for ar least 20 of Toho's greavesT movies,
including my Favorire movie of all rime, DESTROY ALL
MONSTERS. The world is ar a loss Fom The passing
of this grear film maker. And just recently, Raymond
Burr passed away. I'm almost afraid 1o ask who's
NEXT, so | won'r.

i ]
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ONE MILLION YEARS, B.C.
by David McRobic

| have a Few confessions To make before | svamr this arricle: | have, since ar
leasr the second issue of XENO, Tried 1o avoid wovies thar have already had
£xcessive amounts of words writren abour them. Therefore, nor a lor of
Hanmyhausen's maverial has been presented in these pages. | meaw, his filws
ane acknowledged classics thar don't need covemage. Bur, [and this is The

second confession] this is THE BEST dinosaur movie ever made [sommy
Steve] and as the best, plus being in my Top Ten favorire movies of all rime,
it also has o be in this issue. OK, on with the review.

In 1966 Hammenr Ffilms decided ro remake ONE MILLION B.C. They had had
Great success updating The Universal monsters, so this was the logical nexr
step. | find ir inonic Thar in all the Universal/Hammer debares this obviously
SUPERiIOR moviE is Never mentioned. Forrunately, Hammer also decided To use
Harryhausen's masterful stop-morion animarion effecrs, instead of lizands
blown up to -ahem- look like dinosaurs. This, combined with excellent
acrors, A Good direcror and a wonderful soundrrack make an incmedible
VIEWING EXPERIENCE.

Ray Hammyhausen has stared thar he ofren used the Tails of dinosaurs vo
balance them our. In 1966, common perceprion of dinosaurs was Thar They
were slow moving, lethargic brures. This was still three yeans before Dr.
Bakker published his view-sharrering rheory thar dinosaurs wene fast, smart
and even intelligenr. Ray was ahead of his rime.

Abour dinosaurs never seeing people... well, I'll agree Thar There were never
Any humans in dinosaur times. Bur I'm NOT convinced thar there weren'
dinosaurs amound in human Times. Even 1o this day I'm still vor sure. Ir's
not A marren of pushing people back To the dinosaur age, bur bringing Thar
dinosaurs forward.

Thene ane four acrual dinosaums Thar appear in ONE MILLION YEARS B.C.,
along with the Two prerosauns and the massive Archelon. Also making
cAMEOS ARE A Giant iguana And a huge TamanTula. Whar A GREAT movie!

The first dinosaur Tumak [Jokn Richardson] encounters is The Aparosaurus,
who just yells ar him as it passes by. I had been planned as the finale in the
movie, an artack by this cmearume, bur it was cur due To MoNETARY
restricrions. Too bad. When the Archelon appeans, ir is oblivious To the
scurmying litrle ¢ it al ples on. Owe of the women does
indeed say “Archelon!" whew ir appears. Sumre, it couldve happened.
Primirive man may have had the same name for this massive Turtle, Maybe.

The nexy appearance of prehisvoric Life is perhaps the most effective, scaniest
dinosaur vs. man barrle ever filmed. A mampaging [and hungry] Allosaurus
arracks the village of the Shell People and Tumak single-handedly kills ir
afrem A fience barrle. Thene is No way 1o adeouarely describe how powerful
this seguence is. Iv has o be seen 1o be felr. Hammyhavses liked this
seguence so much he repeared ir in the barrle berween Sinbad and the saber-
roorhed Tiger At the end of 1977's SINBAD AND THE EYE OF THE TIGER,
alrhough nor as effectively.

The next barrle happens between a Ceratosavrus and a Triceratops, The
Two humans aren'r really involved, so ir is less an immediare threar. Bur this
is a relarively obscure theropod, and the Triceratops is an all rime favorire.
Acrs a livrle like the whire rhivo dogs, kinda' cranky. | always wanted one
of rhese as A per.

Thie Last barrie involves the Two prerosaurs, and it is masterfully done. They
look exacrly mighr, excepr for one thing. | hate 1o bring it up, bur o
PTEROSAUR, NO MATTER how big or little, even had bav-wings. | undersrand
Harryhausen's reasons for doing this, bur all the orher prehistoricals were

very Accurate. Why nor the Premanodon awd the
Rhamphorincus? | know. Gee, whar a nir-picken.
Bur vhese ane my favomite pmehistoric animals, ir's a
marrer of pride, | guess. Awyway, the vemsion
currently in syndicarion is missing about Two minuTes
of the Preranodon arrack on the Rock Tribe. OF all
the pieces in this movie ro cur, why the effecrs?

There seem 1o be Two camps of people our There who
think rhe success of this movie was due ro different
facrors. ONE says it was due 1o The massive promorion
of star Raguel Welch and vhe orher says ir was due o
the supemb efficts. This is a load of hooey on borh
parts. IF the actors ame bad, no owe will see vhe
picrure, much less make it A success [hi, Sly!], just as
if the effecrs ame wonderful and vhe stomy and
characTErs ARe aTrocious won'T make a hir [hi
George!]. There are a lor of examples of borh of
theses situations around, look for yourself.

The acrors in this movie are all well accomplished and -

play their parts accomdingly. Raouel Welch is
wonderful as Loana, and conveys sympathy, curiosiry
and  mage ovite well. Ir has been said thar she was,
er, difficulr To work with, bur Hammryhausen himself
has said this was nor the case. She shines throughour
the movie.

John Richardson is also very good in his role. He
GETs To be savage, noble, humorous and even kind, and
all these characreristics come across clearly. He also
neacts well ro the dinosaums, as does Raouel.
Difficulr thing, as The stop-morion wasn't done unril
months later. Marrine Beswicke was also ouite good
as Nupondi, whom Tumak dumps afrer meeting Loana.
Hmmm, rhis could possibly be the first brunerTe To GeT
dumped for a blond?

Ir seems There are several critics who consider The
original ONE MILLION B.C. superior To this movie.
The reasons for this are unk One p Told
me That he like the lizards becavse They had "realism."
Yeah, ir's just great To warch these lizards bleed 1o
dearh on the screen. He also called this movie a "pop-
anr’ film, and | was sumpmised ke gor our of there
alive. [Hi Brock!] WHhile ir is True thar | haven'r seen
the original in ouite some TimE, | Also Have no grear
desine o ever subject myself To Thar creaky old movie
again. 'Specially since vhere is an exciring, alive,
wondenrful movie such as this ro warch.

' Saviige Beagts |
A SJ\VMEE WoRLD

By Dalass

sEcoLan -
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| almost forgor 1o mention the wonderful musical score by Mario
Nascimbene. It successfully evokes o long ago era, with borh majesty and
parhos. It is A haunting, elegant and primitve score, The like of which has
never been duplicared for any prehistoric monsTer movie.

This movie benefitred from a valenved crew, A sincere directom, excellent
special effecrs and a wonderful musical score. Srrangely enough, this is the
only Harryhausen film NOT released o video. And a lor of Ray's Fans rarely
mention it when Talking abour his films. Is this because he had Less ro do
wirh it than his collaborarions with Charles Schreer? | don'r know. Ir's
wor Thar imporrant. This movie shows how effecrive dinosaurs can be, when
done RrighT.

ONE MILLION YEARS, B.C. [Hammer Filws, 1966]
producer: Michael Carnenras
direcror: Don Chaffey
sphx: Ray Harmryhausen
music: Mario Nascimbene
sTarming: Raouel Welch
John Richardson
Marrine Beswicke

JURASSIC PARK [1993]
as finally seen by D. McRobie

Yes, | finally wenr and saw it. And, I acrually liked ir. A lov. 1 had heard
so much abour The effecrs, the lack of characrerization and even the music |
thoughr I'd seen iv before | saw ir. 1 hadn't. This isn'T GOiNG TO be Ay
Great in deprh review, as | don't have any wotes in front of me. I srill
doesn't top ONE MILLION YEARS B.C. as the best dinosaur film, bur ir was
a lor of fun.

OK, we'll start with the main stars of the movie: the DINOSAURS. They
were prerry awesome. | loved the T. Rex, and actually cheered him ow, bur
ke didn'r ger 1o chomp enough people [or critrers]. All of the dinosaurs
WERE AS ACCURATE AS possible, with a few liberries Taken. Fair enough. Name
one dinosaur film thar hasn't raken crearive liberties. My only complaint is
rhar There weren'T enough vamiery. No premosaumrs. No plesiosaurs. Nor
enough of he Triceratops [one of my favorites]. Bur maybe the seouel...

The effecrs were excellent, no ouestion. Bur stop-morion dinosaurs would
have been excellenr also. | don'r see compurer effecrs Taking over. Besides,
with only six and a half minures, theme must have been a lor more full sized
dinos than | could see. Those were also impressive, | must say. Too bad
BABY wasn't done with those.

Abour the overall film... we have all been spoiled by this sort of Speilberg
movie. IF this would have been made Tew years ago instead of his rarhen
overrated story of A boy and his dog from outer-space, this would be the
film evemyone says thar one is. And it would have had stop-morion in ir.

So all in all, I liked JURASSIC PARK. | did think it gor a lirrle voo
rechnical in a couple places, bur that's OK. Plus the facr thar ir ended so
obviously invended for seouelitis was Kind of a bummer, and all the
menchandising That has gone along wirh it is also less thaw pleasing
[alrhough in There is o rather iNTEREsTING commenT about this in the movie
irself]. | will want to ger This on video when it comes our, hopefully in A
widescreen edirion. And rhar's always been my True TesT of A movie, do | Like
enough To own it. Yes. | hope the seouel has the dinosaurs [the BIG ones!]
GETTinG loose and arracking some city. Thar would be grear. Bur thar
probably wown't kappew until JURASSIC PARK 8: DINOSAURS ON
BROADWAY.

JURASSIC PARK

Ak, you all know who starred in it, made ir, did The
effecrs, direcred iv, produced it and all thar stuff. |
don'r. Read abour it in all Those other magazines thar
ame praising this film. Buh.

SAVAGE BEASTS ROAM THE EARTH UNTAMEL
THEIR PREY- MAN, WOMAN..AND EACH OTHER!™
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AunBeasts

D!
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. That Rn:n_'n The Earth...
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OUT-TAKES

Whew! | con't bellovs how lang it sotuslly tesk me to get this lssas sut. When | started this
about @ yoar aqu, dinesaurs wors mawhers near s trandy as they are now. It weuld heve bess
quite @ neat thing to be en top of the dinesaur sxplosion. But IHo bed other Idess in mind for
me. No roal disestors, but lots of IHtle snas contribated to this lesus taking o year to gof sut.
And  Just mow, o computer glttch hes pushed 1t back even twe mers heurs.
[*~$#%_*&°7>@II). But overything Iz fine now, and | promise to do my best tu so0 It
nover takes this long te got the xine sut on time.

The efursmentionsd glitch also srased soversl commants abaut the bast thing ebeut JURASSIC
PARK, g0 | will rads them hera.

THE best thing ebout JURASSIC PARK Ie net the up to the minute, stete of the ert speciel
offscts. It Is the fect thet handreds, H not theusands of kids will get Interssted In same form
of seionce after viowing this movie. It dossn’t matter Hf 1t's paloontolegy, goology ar even batany.
American kids noesd this sert of push, the kind thet seys scisace 1s NOT dull. | get it from Dr.
Boaten Quest. Ho hed greet adventurss, too. | losk forward to sasing what the kide of tomarrow
turn oat to be. Maybe, someday, thers really will be & Jursssie Park

| watched @ lot of movies thet did not got roviowsd In this lssas. Which, quite assursdly, lete
me know that there will be more dineseurs in futare izsuss. Maybe not whele xines dedicated to
the croetures, but mors of theses moviss, and TV shows will be roviswsd. 'Spacially since Sci-RA
It showing luts of great old shows like the original LAND OF THE LOST, which complstaly
blows away that travesty new currently airing on Seturdey mernings. | would love to have Included
that In hers, but it Just wen't fif.

CREDIT DEPT: THE LAND BEFORE TIME on page twe wes dune by six yoer sld Danielle Balekir
for mo, but sho didn't know 1t wes going to be published [and still dvsan't], which Is why my
nemo Is on 1. | hope the Is surprised. The baby “dinessur” [1 use quates snly becouse the
creature nover axisted o this planet, net becauss of the quality] fram WHEN DINOSAURS RULED
THE EARTH was dune by Deve Plorpont [1 hape | spolled bis lest neme right!]. | love publishing
artwork Itke this, | with | weuld got mere.

NEW LOOK DEPT: Yes, this Is the first meguxine sized XENO. But foar netl | love the digest
sizo, and want to do mast of the lssues thet way. This ls just @ [ittle verlsty. And es we all
knew, varisty I3 the spice of Ife. Thers ere mere peqes end everything. The cost did g0 wp,
propartionctely, theugh. You readers whe ordersd your coples in sdvance at the twe back price
roally lucked sut, sh. Hepefully, whea | lsarn to use pagemeker | will be able to |Inp do the
digest size. But then we wouldn't have the neet cavespeak erticle.

SPECIAL THANKS DEPT: thess go o Trovar Hanss for Isiting ms use his compater sndlsasly and
alse use up his storage bytes. | have my own dicc aow, end ho's raally heppy. Ales many, many
thenks go to MR David Meyer for avorsll gqeneral suppert In this and many ather ectivitios.
Thanks, oh.

Ussless Trivie:
My top 5 probistoric animals [in no particuler srder]:
5 T. Rex
4. Ptoramadan
3. Ankylosaurus
2 Triceratops
1. Elasmusauras

My least 5 faveriter:
5. Steqeeaurus [sxcopt Goarga]
4. Rhamphorincus
3. Steqosaurus
2 "Broatosaurus”
1. Stegetaurus
| do like ofl dinesaurs, just same mars than others.

| do want to montion thet dineseurs wers THE most succassful o forms thet ovor axisted on this
planst. The ruled the Earth for ane hundred sixty five MILLION yoars. That's quite o long tims,
sh. Man basn't bosn on the plamet o tenth s long ex thet, yot we refor to something thet's old

and obsolete as 2 "d ", When mankind creates hing thet

lasts half 22 long 2z the dinassurs, then maybs ha can call them old
and obsalete. They ruled the serth WITHOUT gans and bombs and
cars and... 0K, OK, I'm gotting preachy. Dinsssarssre cosl. Until
next lssue, stay tuned...

-David

NEXT ISSUE: mythological women such as
mermaids, superheroes, amazons, catwomen and
even world dictators, get the xenoramic
treatment. Should be interesting. Look for it
around Christmas.

VSIS TEELEE Rl Yes. there are back
issues available of 1-3. They are tivo
dollars a piece.

#1 h a mm 7. dle P
GIANT ROBO, THE MAGIC SERPENT
and the History of Ultra.

#2 has Babes and Beasis. In it is
Hammer's PREHISTORIC WOPMEN,
STARCRASH and GODZILLA'S
REVENGE.

#3 is the Superhero issue feaiuring
SPACE GHOST, INFRAMAN and
CAPTAIN AMERICA.

Each of these issues can alfer minds!
Order at gour oun riskil
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