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Chinese Take
A New Look

Welcome to the 34th issue of MAFFAPA, Martial Arts Film Fan (and
Asian Culture) APA, for January 1991. Contributions by the

following people are being used.

ﬁ;?iangaggE, 2043 SE Isabel Road, Port St. Lucie, Florida 34952
Laurine White, 5422 Colusa Way, Sacramento, CA 95841
Horacio Higuchi, now very busy on finishing his Doctorate thesis
Jean Takeuchi, PO Box 141, Kurtistown, HI 96760
Paul Zantt, 3304 Tate St., Baltimore MD 21226

(Welcome, Paul!)
Robert and Howard Walsdorff, 102 Oliphant St., PO Box 247,

Greenbrier, TN 37073-0247
Amy Harlib, 212 W 22 St #2N, NY, NY 10011
Damon Foster, PO Box 576, Fremont, CA 94537--0576

(please note new address)
Jacqueline D. Sims, 309 16th Avenue North, Birmingham, AL

35204-2163
Gloria Starling, 4019 North Hudson #33, Chicago, IL 60610
Nikki White, 15 DUffus Place, Wanniassa, ACT 2903, Australia
Ron Lim did the cover, from Blood Sword Dynasty comicbook.

I phrased that wrong. Ron drew the cover specifically for

Maffapa, using characters from Blocod Sword Dynasty.

Vietor Lim

The deadline for Maffapa 35 is April 30, 1991. If your name
is not listed above as a contributor, you must contribute to the
next issue to receive it. Your contribution, at least one page,
preferably typed, must reach Laurine White by the end of April.
Minimum contribution is 1 page per issue or 2 pages every other
issue. The copy count is 18. Please send 18 copies of each page
plus $1.25 (or maybe more, hard to tell since I don't know how
thick the issue will be) to cover return postage. If you don't
send 18 copies, send your original pages plus $1.00 per page to
cover photocopy costs. I prefer checks or stamps instead of cash,
which is dangerous to trust to the mail. And don't forget a
9 x 12" self-addressed envelope, so I can send Maffapa 35 to you.

Apologies for the lateness of this issue. So few contribu-
tions arrived by deadline, that I threw a couple of contributions
together from what people sent me awhile ago, and waited a few more
weeks for a few more contributions. Otherwise, for a cover Maffapa
would have a Mitsubishi photocopy test print. It is gorgeous, and
I'11 use it eventually, but it isn't the same as a piece of art from
a real contributor.

Reuters
-the official New China

Pearl Buck, the Pulitzer Prize-
News Agency said yesterday.

winning novelist once reviled by
Chinese literary scholars re-

cently held a symposium to reas-
sess the works of the “old China

Her numerous novels, many of
them set in China and criticized as

Her former residence is being
restored as a Sino-U.S. cultural
center and will be opened next

year on the 100th anniversary of

her birth, the agency said.
In interviews in the 1950s and

'60s she frequently voiced her op-

Experts at last month’s meet-
ing agreed that her work could not
be judged as merely good or bad,

the news agency report said.

~ Buck spent 36 years of her life
in China and won the Pulitzer

Prize in 1938 for her novel “The

The conference was held in her
Good Earth.” She died in 1973.

old hometown of Zhenjiang, in

southeastern China, where she
position to China's Communist

was brought by her missionary
government.

at a meeting late last month, the
parents as an infant.

imperialist by the Communists, re-
news agency said.

hilitated in China nearly 20 years
ceived a more objective appraisal

ti-Communist views, is being reha-
after her death.

the Beijing authorities for her an-

At Pearl Buck

Beijing
hand,”
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l"ark Jackson/2043 3Z Isab»el Road/Tort

L07=337-2303

A _
t1ello, everyone,

Cbviously, we are all concerned with the war in
the Iersian Gulf.  "Then our country is lacked in con¥lict with
another nation, our individual pursuits seem trivial by compar-
ison. Yet, I believe we should find some diversion from the
daily reports of scud attacks and jet sorties so I look forward
to reading your various comments on how the martial arts are
treated in films and telewvision.

Today, I am going to review the 1932 film classic
THE MOST DANGZEROUS GANMI. Based on the short story by Richard
Connell, the nlot has inspired epic films and books such as DIE
Hard and Ninja --Men of Iga. 4 world--famous hunter, portrayed
by Joel l'eCrea, is shipwrecked on an isolated island to learn he
will be hunted himself by the Russian count who has lived in self
exile so he can use survivors of maritime disasters such as he as.
prey in the Ultimate Hunt. Gang, this is the granddaddy of all
pursuit thrillers. ihen I discovered the story in a high school
reader, I was entheralled with the concept of the hunter having to
draw on his intellisence to compnensate “or the disproportionate
resources the Mad Count has at his dispozal. I was feeling its
influence when I wrote IEN OF IGA and was intrigued when I learned
recently that it had been filmmed in 1931 by the same company that

o)

produced KINZ XKONG (In fact, both movies were filmmed at the same
time with the same sets). It is in public domain so you can buy it
for.35.00 at K<i=rt.

sursult thrillers differ in the wrap-arcund siory
nat leads to the chase. The protagonist can be a big-gare hunter
ike Cornel Jilde's character in THE NAKZD IRZY or a professional
hief as the character Parker in the novel Slayground. One mus*
e ingenious, hovefully, in devising the booby traps that the hero
uses in balancing the scales. The tactics of the protagonist in
THZ IOST DANG=RQUS GAIZ do not strain credulity and that's all I
can say without giving away surprizes. There are great fight scenes
in this filn. Jhile the film is short, (62 minutes-a filmatic cone
vention for films of the Thirties) the narrative is perfectly balanced
with half devoted to introductory exposition and the other half the
tension of the chase. The action never lets up when the fun starts
and I recommend it fo all who enjoyed the other works I have mentioned
in this review.
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As I began this contribution, A&Z has started telecasting
the Avengers episodes that featured Yonor Blackman as Christine Cale
These episodes were live television with no exterior scenes., Zvery
drama was shown within a TV studio with the action taking place on

several stages.

Live television requires some adjusting but there are
some cues to understand the significance of the show's procduction
values. Irimarily they lie in the sets. The sets for the "liva"
version of The Avengers are detailed and elaborate. The first epi=
sode I have seen had the cockpit, passenger section and galley for
an airplane; an airport terminal with a supervisor's office, and
gseveral apartments all adequately furnished as they would be in the
“real"™ world.

As Christine Gale, Honor 2lackman is more reserved than
Diana Rigg in her portrayal of Zmma Peel. She is more direct with
her interplay with the other actors than Diana Rigg. Her character-
izatlon is more developed than Linda Thorson's portrayal of Tara
King in the last season. In the episode I have seen, her fight
scene occurs in a cramped living room. 3he blocks a knife with her
purse and tries to use a compact pistol but her opponent wrestles
it away. She uses judo to imbalance him and relies on a Jjudo chop
to end the fight. J/hile Zmma had more elaborately choreographed
fights, Honor Rlackman's fights seem more authentic sinee in "real"
life one tries to neutralize one's opponents as quickly as possihle.
Still, Honor showed a woman could creditly fight a man in hand-to-
hand combat. Having a male-female team fighting crime was a revo-
lutionary concept.
: ustrophobic feeling in watching these "live"
shows.* The constraints of acting in a restricted studio affected
Fatrick lMacNee's acting. He is more relaxed in the filmmed shows
so perhaps we should not judge too harshly and wait for 82Z to
reb;oadcast Diana Rigg (but lets go ahead and watch Yonor Blackman
too ) .

3

They slimulated exterior scenes by having rFatrick and Honor
sit in a stationary vehiclein a darkened set with them isolated in
a cone of light. Jith the interiors, they always keep the door
prominant in shots so one is aware of the "world" outside the room.

‘lell the clock on the wall says its past One in the
morning so I'd better sign off. Two reviews for the price of one.

that can I say but ... :
He (S gRAstec,
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KAMA #34 from Laurine White, 5422 Colusa Way, Sacramento, CA 95841
phone number (916) 332-7461

This time I'm going through a pile of stuff, mostly newspaper
clippings, and a few book notes I scribbled.

HEAVEN AND EARTH opened at the Kabuki Theater in San Francisco
on February 8. It is "one of the most stunning samurai war epics to
be seen here since Kurosawa's "Ran", was directed by Haruki Kadokawa
with a budget of $42 million._ K The battle scenes were shot in Alberta,
Canada. "The historic struggﬁe of two warlords to conquer and rule
Japan is told with compelling force, astounding visual beauty and an
exquisite musical score by Tetsuya Komuro." The poster was up at the
Japanese Cultural Center 2 weeks before it opened. I asked at the
Kabuki if HEAVEN AND EARTH would be playing there, and, even 2 weeks
beforehand, the employees didn't know (or seem to care). The follow-
ing week a clip from HEAVEN AND EARTH was shown on MTV's "The Big
Picture". I phoned up the local art theater to check on the possibility
of the movie playing in Sacramento; the person who answered the phone
said he didn't think so. If I don't get back down to San Francisco to
see the movie, it will eventually be released on video, available for
rent in San Francisco, but without subtitles, at the Japanese video
store there.

On the trip to San Francisco I picked up a copy of a recent novel
by Eric Van Lustbader, ZERO. I haven't started reading it yet, but
found a review of Lustbader's latest, ANGEL EYES, with amusing comments
by the reviewer in the San Francisco Chronicle: "In such whap-'em,
kick-'em, stab-'em, croak-'em bestsellers as THE NINJA, FRENCH KISS,
SHAN, JIAN, THE MIKO and BLACK HEART, Eric V. Lustbader has been ob-
sessed with portraying the Ultimate Hero. Half caucasian and half
Asian, two-thirds killer, quarter zen monk and octaroon spy., the
typical Lustbader hero is given many new incarnations in Lustbader's
latest novel. This fat slob of a story with its many layers of
cliches and gratuitous intrigue introduces three women as semi-
heroes and several men as journeymen heroes before we get to the
really big Hero, not a sandwich but a former astronaut whose expo-
sure to radiation in space has caused his skin to become slick and
utterly hairless. "The warrior's ideals are immutable, perfect,
pure," a yakuza mobster tells Hanno, a Japanese wife-turned-killer
on her own quest for blood. "Once you become one with them, they are
yours for all time."

The first Creole cookbook, published in 1885, was written by
Lafcadio Hearn.

Yasushi Inoue died recently at the age of 83. He was a Japanese
novelist who wrote TUN-HUANG, among others. DUN HUANG was made into
a movie in 1988, and is set in China a thousand years ago. If I
could find the novel in English, then I could understand what is
going on in the movie. 1It's very hard to follow with no subtitles.

Cable channel A&E is currently running a series called "Nippon:
Japan since 1945" on Sunday nights. Whatever happened to CNN's
excellent "This Week in Japan"? Replaced by the mediocre "East
Meets West", which seems to have disappeared. The PBS station here
is runnind something called "Asia Today", that I haven't watched yet.
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Bernardo Bertolucci (whose latest movie, THE SHELTERING SKY doesn't
seem to be doing well) wants to make a film about the life of Buddha. A
domestic martial arts movie to be released this year is THE PERFECT WEAPoN,
starring no one I've heard of. Why is it that Van Damme's prevues
(latest is LIONHEART) always seem to be for the same movie, in which he
fights a death match somewhere, Hong Kong, Thailand, prison, etc.? Watch-
ing a Stephen Seagall prevue, I always want to see it, even if I don't
actually go to the theater for it. Whereas, Van Damme... Yawn.
THE CHINATOWN CONNECTION played on cable last month, with some joker
named Bruce Ly playing a policeman training "Kung Fu Cops" in martial
arts. It has to be one of the dumbest cop movies. Can you believe that
an import/export drug smuggler (especially one moving in on a rival's
business) would place his desk so that it's the first thing someone sees
as the elevator door opens?? "Bruce Ly", with a badly dubbed voice and a
worse haircut, moves so slowly that his fight scenes are boring. His cop
partner, played by Lee Majors II, is the expert with a gun, wiping out
multiple opponents with ease (and upsetting Latino community spokesmen when
the baddies are from East L.A. Lee Majors II is the spitting image of his
father, instantly recognizable (and he can't act either). Maybe the pro-
ducers thought this would be an unusual buddy/cop movie, with the weapons
user teamed with the martial artist. They actually tacked on one of those
endings showing each cop on the team with a few words telling you what
happened to him/her, maybe to fool you into thinking the story was based
on a real event. Well, it wasn't real and no watcher will care what
happens to these bozos.

A much more enjoyable cable movie last month was ALOHA SUMMER, with
two blond haoles, 2 Japanese and 2 Hawaiians getting together in 1959
for a summer of surfing and fun. Robert Ito has a small role as one
father. Sho Kosugi plays a Japanese who still resents losing WWII, and
explodes when his son is out surfing or brawling with sailors rather
than concentrating on kendo. -The Japanese kid takes his friends to see
a Miyamoto Musashi film starring Nakamura Kinnosuke, at a Japanse theater
in Honolulu. (I saw the theater in 1974.) One of the haoles (played by
Chris Makepeace) then daydreams of himself as Musashi, preparing to duel
against the entire Yoshioka School. This movie should have included a
"what happened to these kids" ending. Did they stay in touch? Did any
of them marry the girls they met there? (I hope you got to see this one,
Howard and Robert.)

TRACKER 2: GREEN LIGHTNING by Ron Stillman, published by Charter/
Diamond Books, December 1990, is another book in a macho adventure series,
this time with a bionic ninja, 1/4 Apache, Sioux, Norwegian, and African-
American, a former hotshot pilot, and now blind. But this series is high
tech. His useless eyes have been replaced by sonar and fiber optical
nerves with infrared capability. Not to mention being a tae kwon do
black belt. A KGB agent, Yuri, lives next door, and comes running to help,
jun in hand, when Tracker's house is under seige by ninjas. The opposi-
sition in this book is the Ryoku Rai Kyookai, which steals computer codes
through blackmail and murder, then uses them to syphon money out of com-
panies worldwide, back into bank accounts in Tokyo. Tracker faces a
variety of opponents, a Presidential assassin at a football, a female
serial killer known as the "weiner whacker", a psycho son of a psycho
Mongol, a beautiful Asian who kills with chopsticks, not to mention a
horde of Uzi-carrying ninja. Oh yes, his 1little finger had been cut off
previously by Libyan torturers, and was replaced by a replica with a
transmitter inside. when he is really in trouble, he radios to a general
in the Air Force who brings in the cavalry. In this type of novel, I
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look for some obvious error, and this time it's a mention of "Kobi
beef". Checking in the handy reference, THE WHOLE JAPAN BOOK by Boye
De Mente, I find, under "Beefsteaks", that the best steaks come from
beef raised in the Matsutaka area of Kobe.

While reading this mindless book, I was watching a mindless movie
called TANGO AND CASH, which was followed on cable by FIST FIGHTER, a
enjoyable low budget film about fist fighting, set in a South
American town run by a colonel, an interesting character who regains
his sense of honor after putting the hero through some hassles. The
rich sleazoid American villain is played by Mike Connors.

THE PALADIN by C.J. Cherryh, published by Baen Books, July 1988.
A skinny boy under a big hat travels through the village, and up the
hill, where the o0ld martial artist lives in solitude, sending all
potential students away, unwanted. But the boy is different (of course)
and persuades the old master (really in his early 40s) to train her in
the way of the sword and bow, in her quest for vengeance against the
evil warlord regent who controls the weak young emperor. The setting
is an alternate China, no, really, not one of those quaint wimpy worlds
with dying dragons or whatever. There's no fantasy, despite the legends

that spring up about the demoness appearing from nowherq&o induce the old
master to don his o0ld armor, mount his old warhorse, and descend his hill
to lead the rebels against the regent's mercenaries. Half the book is
spent on the hill, with the martial training, just like all those kung

fu movies. Didn't you ever wonder how the old guy manages to live, to
support himself, with so much free time, in those movies? 1In THE
PALADIN, he is a former imperial warrior, retired outside a village,

with the villagers providing most of his needs (he does hunt game on

the hill), in return for his formidable reputation to scare away bandits.

MASTER OF KARATE by Richard Brightfield (Bantam Books, December
1990) is "choose your own adventure" #108. You belong to a high school
karate club that has been invited to compete in a karate tournament.
Your team wins the local contest and flies to Tokyo for the finals. You
and 2 friends wander around and find a computer shop, which is suddenly
attacked by hooded thugs. Do you (1) run out into the street, or (2)
follow the clerk into the basement? From here on, you're in a rat maze.
Make one decision and you turn to page 91. Decide otherwise and you
turn to some other page. And depending on a series of decisions, you
will win the tournament, be forced to work for the yakuza and lose your
little finger, foil the latest attempt by UJEC to take over the world
(the previous attempt, by military domination, was admittedly a mistake),
become an amnesiac on a fishingboat, die in a hail of bullets, be
drowned by a giant squid... This is rather fun, in a fluff-brained
fashion. You (the hero) starred in two previous adventures, MASTER OF
KUNG FU (set in China) and MASTER OF TAE KWON DO (set in Korea), but
not in two others, SECRET OF THE NINJA and RETURN OF THE NINJA. From
the artwork, you look vaguely Asian, but your ethnic background is not
stated, nor your name. This is an easy read, but there's nothing deep
in it. The Japanese are strictly stereotype yakuza or industrialists
bent on domination of the world by use of subliminal electronics.
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WU HSIA PIAN

Yictor L. Lim

T recently saw the new Sam Huj
film, DRAGON FROM RUSSIA , Co-starring
Mc'{ﬁa'.e Cheurlﬂ ;3 Nina L'u) Yuen Te/ !‘Dai Yirﬁ,
Carrie Ng and Dean Shek. The’ film
was directed by Clarence Ford,
who also divected the vecent
time cvoss-over |9§c) ICEMAN COMETH,
Yuen Te is “intvoduced " in this
film although he has appeared i\,
severa| SHAw BRoTHERS films,
most hotalﬂy his starring vole in
THE MASTER,, Yuen Te Plays two
voles and acted as martial arts

divector, Chorqumplw‘vlﬁ Sowme,
Visually ‘stunning action sequences

throughout the ~Film. _
T1?€. film opens with a battle
between the oOld Master (Yuen Te.)
and o Jqpanese., mob bo.SS) Kishudo,
The. Old Master is stopped by o
man in a mask, (PP-I Y:NG)) who is
one of the 800 DRAGONS, the
Secvet. oOrganization of assassing
headed by the old Master, Ye
declareg that this traitor must
be found and terminated . The
search fov other members of
the 800 DRAGONS leads to
Moscow where Snooker (Dean Shek)
lives with Yao Lung (Sam Hui)
ond, Ma\/ (Ma 3ie."Cfaeunj>_
The Old M?:sf:er kKills  Swnooke
and Kidnaps Yao Lung to train
him as the |utest addi€ion to
the or anization, He vemoves
Mao's Wewmor and traims him
to be the ultimate assassin
codename, Freeman. While \n H.K,
1o Kil|l an 'lndMStrialiSt)-\/ao s
seenn and recoﬁnized_ (971 May.

January 1991

The, Old Maste assigns Charmeyr
(Nnha i) and Teddy (YuanTe) to
assist. Yao to kil the witness .
Yao resists Killin Ma\f who
tries to cure VYao’s amnesia. and
they become fugitives, Yao is
Captured. by Huntress (Carvie Nﬂ)
and. taken to the 0Old Mastev who
challenges Yao, whom he deems a
trvaitor to a duel 4o the death.
The. story is (Lonfus?nj at Eimes
and. some of the characters ave
not c'|Eari\/ dentified . Many scenes
Could have used more exposidion but
the action 1s first vate . The action
1S enhanced with sFeC:‘oal eFFects
dccasionally fov cinematic. im Pact.
!o%t most “of it s realistic . Yuan Te
15 Uerj 900d v hix dual voles,
n hea y make-up as €the old
masteyr and without make-up as
Tedciy. Sam Hul who is best know i
a‘ll': ® Sinsey and cc‘zeri actor is
also an accomplished martial ards
anck handles tﬁwe role well. The_ &
rest of €he cast turn in Fne
performances,
I saw this flm before I

read that it was adapted Gom
@ Japanese Comic Steip, CRYING
FREEMAN, T [ooked at the.
two gr‘qphl‘c novels from VIZ COMICS
g;o( Saw Siueﬁal scenes Hrom

e Movie which weve adapte

wme bz 'F"RW\?_. ‘(CV'om f?[L\eF Conf(;:c,
sCrip. The film appears to be an
unauthorized a_dapta,tl‘om of the
Strip with changes in the,
characters’ backljmunds. However,
regavdless of the Source of £he stor
the film merits viewing and even Huns
of the Str?F will be Flea.‘Sed with ¢,






Paul Zantt , 3304 Tate St, Faltimore MD 21226 (301) 354-08€F0Q

Fvening Magazine is a2 local talk show in Baltimore Vhich aited =t
weekdays, They recently did 2 story on Hong Kong which was a tkrill
for me because I got a chance to see something very few martial srts
movie fans get a chance to see an interview with Jackie Cran!!!11}

HOMK KOMNG'8& KUMNG FU KIMNG

Evéning Magazine

—— e o — — i — — —

This town is crazy about movies there seeme to he a thearter
on every corner, Video cassettes havent cought on as much as they
have in other parts of the world. They prefer thearters all of
this has created a2 booming movie industri.

In the mid 70's this one studigo the runrun shaw movie studio
was turning out at least 200 feature films a vear somtimes three
of them on the same set. Even though the prace has slowed down
somewhat this feature films industri is only second to hollywood.
Even though not all the films are not kung fu movies*the asian
action adventure film is still the back bone of this induetri.

And currently the btiggest name in action adventure kung fu
films is Jackie Chan, Jackie chan has replaced Bruce Lee in this
part of the world as certain box office, Cranking out three of four
m-ovies a yvear is no problem for jackie and zs amazing as it sounds
these stunts are all done by jackie himself he uses no doubles.

.

JACKIE CHAN

\"/hen Im making the movie its real, I be 70ft hish I Jump down
I really po down I let the audience know that Im not kidding.
The people who ccme to the thearter and pay for the ticket its to
see me not the double,

Evening Mapgazine

/ ¢
Is what the audience like in america is different from the
audience in this part of the world.

Jackie Chan

~ Yes in asian people thev dont believe the ET would come to
hong kong or taiwan only in america austrailia., If we make
ET this kind of movie never success.

Vhen I see american fiphting movie I think there to slow. Thev
always draw theee fist back hefore they hit. Vhen I decide the
fiphting its like a rhythm. Then I stop the music and stop the
action only to breath and then start the action again.

=4

~1

230



Evening Magazine

e

Jackie has “ppeared in a number of americen flicks such as
Burt renelds cannon ball run movies. And others such as hettle owm
creek brawl and the protector. And Jackies emppression of holly wood
is that it's to layed back.

Jackie Chan

—— i = — o — —

I like Los Angelos LA but only to live there when I retire. In
LA every thing appointment. To buy the socks wait on the line
and pay with the credit cardtwo days later I see the lawver at 2:00
but appointment fiest. But in hong kong every thing faster we do
ten things in one day. We can call the lawyer and in two minutes go
see him in 5 minutes go to the thearter becruse hong kong is very small.
In LA wow big someone say come to my house only take an hour. I say
an HOUR!!!!! in one hour I could show vou all of hong kong and thats
why I like hong kong better.

Evening Magazine

On the set Jackie is producer, director, star and cheap cut up
he likes to keep the cast lose. They dont take much time shooting
a couple of scen€ ' its a few takes and on to the next scene and
they dont record any sound the films are dubbed into so many different
languges its just another waste of bPrecious time. Off the set you
can find Jackie zooming around in. one of his 17 cars, One of them is
his favorite because it can go underwater.

One thing different between Jackies films and his Bredecessor
Bruce Lee jackie gets the =irl for what its worth,

A few years ago jackie was choosen as one of hong kongs outstanding
young people by the hong kong JC.S. Becamse he also involed in alot
of charitable work as well as his film work, fut he almost didnt make
it to the ceromony because of all the attention he pavs to his films
he for pot to open his invotation.
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(PART I)

By Cecilia Suzuki

Summer in Hawai was in full
swing, when iniate July, a Ninja
group made an appearance on
Center Stage at the Ala Moana
Center, delighting both young
and old alike

It was a Ninja show displaying
martial arts skills with somé& of
the ninja in their characteristic
black attire, flinging SHURIKEN
darts, hurling NUNCHAKU with
sharp edged sickles 1d fight-
ing with swords

The enthusiastic audience
filled the adjoining area from
the first to the third floor to see
this show which was co-spon-
sored by the Koka Kaihatsu Sha
and Shirokiya. There is talk of a
repeat performance next year

As Ninja Paraphernalia will
soon be sold in Hawaii, the
show served as a PR event
However, the real objective was
to have people outside of Japan
understand ‘what the real Ninja
s

Seven years ago, Koka Ninja
Village (also pronounced Koga)
was established in Koka Town
of Shiga Prefecture

In four acres of land south of
Lake Biwa, the Ninja Museum,
Karakuri Yashiki, an herb gar-
den, a traditional medicinal mu-
seum and such are maintained.

Here, foreigners who are con- ,

nected with martial arts are fre-
quently seen.

Visitors who wish to undergo
the ‘Ninja experience’ can try
SHURIKEN dart throwing or use
‘tools’ for walking on water.
About 500 children’s Ninja ap-
parel are available

There are many risks involved
in the pursuit of knowledge of
the Ninja. It requires talent and
ability and many years of study

| asked Mr. Shin‘ichiro Yu-
noki, Mayor of Ninja Village
about the most important as
pect of Ninja training

40 Kokiku

ABRRIFHI, N NBOREX.

Koka Ninjutsu Viilage.

‘First of all, it is the thought
process The kanji ‘'nin’ of Ninja
means the soul of the blade. The
sword must never be used
when it 1s not necessary, but
one must always have the soul
of the sword.

"Second, one must observe
closely the pattern of human
behavior For instance, in des-
cending the stairs, everyone
tends to concentrate on the
events below, not anticipating
what may happen from above
Make the most of that point
Turn that point to one's advan-
tage This is called 'Nyukyo
Jutsu

There are various methods
of concealment that a Ninja
uses, many times using the be
havior of animals as reference
Ninja frequently use the cun-
ning of the racoon, the fox, or
the quail, their methods of es-

cape ana their higing habits

“Third, Ninja do not funda-
mentally use weapons. Even
darts are not used unless abso
lutely necessary Also, the op-
ponent’'s sword 1s carried with
bare hands (mu-te) Further-
more. one’'s ususal clothing is
worn rather than the black
garment

“In a word, one should not
judge tRe Ninja at one glance,"”
the mayor noted “Itis very im-
portant to exercise rational
thinking at all times.” (To be
continued) (Translated by B
Kisako Hirai)
Note Ninja paraphernalia will
be sold at Shirokiya, on the first
floor of King's Village Gateway
Hotel, and other shops. Articles
include everything from humor-
ous Ninja art goods to full scale
regalia and swords used in the
martial arts

ABWHD= v e -6




@SN THE STORY OF

By Cecilia Suzuki

‘Ninja are thought tu be mys
terious, and in fact, they have a
strange system of organiza
tion,”” continued Mr Yunoki
Shunichiro, the Chief of the
Koka Ninja Village in Shiga Ken,
Japan.

“Already from the age of the
warring lords, ninja made deci-
sions based on the majority
vote. They would use straws or
sticks and pick the idea which
had the most supporters That
means that 100 years befare
the French Revolution, the nin
ja in Japan were voting demo
cratically. This is an example of
the rational, reasonable way of
the thinking of the ninja.”

“"We don’'t know the names of
the ninja. They were not al-
lowed to leave their names
Therefore, they remain a mys-
tery in the history of Japan.”

“The ninja operated behind
the scenes in history. For exam-
ple, during the age of the war
ring provinces in Japan, it has
been said that after Akechi Mi-
tsuhide’s death, his children
were all murdered. However, in
fact, the Koka ninja saved some
of them. Even among the Sho-
gun, there are some who were
saved by the ninja.”

What then, are the qualifica-
tions of a ninja? Their purpose?
What about an answer which
would explain this even n
modern times?

“Ninja must always have a
clear idea of the reason and the
purpose of their actions. More-
over, they must live their lives
correctly, as a human being
should,” said Mr. Yunoki.

— Bl X 7 AIH1604 i
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Mr. Yunoki's formal title 1s
president of a Travel Industry
Development Company in Koka

Seven years have passed
since ninja artifacts were dis
played in the ninja village of
Koka in Shiga Prefecture, about
an hour away by car from Kyoto
and Osaka. Nowadays, he re-
ceives mail orders from as far
away as ltaly and England

There was an article on Koka
Village in the Italian martial arts
magazine, and Mr. Yunoki has
even been on its cover

There 1s also a special food
that ninja used to eat. It is a
single herbal pill which con-
tains only 7 calories but gives

‘the user a feeling of satisfac-

tion,

Legend has it that when ninja
were forced to lay low for long
periods of time, they ate grass
and this emergency pill

This pillhas been reproduced

Mr. Yunoki states that ninja in
the past had a cheerful image

“Allthe ninja that appeared in
stories or plays of the Edo, Meiji,
Taisho and early Showa periods
were happy, cheerful people.
However, that image began to
change into a dark, mysterious

one.

“I'd like to introduce the hap
py, cheerful ninja to the people
abroad. I'd like people to know
the real ninja and their accurate
history,” concluded Mr. Yunoki

When ninja hide, they assimi-
late themselves into objects of
nature

When they want to hide inthe
shadow of a tree, they become
one with the tree.

To become one with
nature. . .how wonderful!

Even those of us who are not
ninja would like to try that
(Translated by Elizabeth Keith).

NINJA SHOP KOKA

OPENS IN WAIKIKI

Ninja Shop Koka is now open
on the first floor of the Waikiki
Gateway Hotel with a lot of
Ninja merchandise. It is located
diagonally across from the
Kyoya Restaurant (mauka side)

Items include fine swords,
Ninja shuriken, Ninja dolls, cos-
tumes, and T-shirts. Other cute
Ninja cartoon gift items such as
key holders are also available.

People have come to buy
Ninja hoods and masks for Hal-
lowe’'en costumes.

COLLEGE PHARMACY

XKFER

Phone 949 8277

Lo ko SRR v
HOKAMA MUSIC
HOKAMA MUSIC & 7
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EMOLS XD EEH COLOR TV SERVICE maui f|
BERIETIAER-TLET Wl /. ht bk C.D. 1URHUBMETA ll-tl!
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WAILUKU, MAUI Tel 244.0743 i
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IN MEMORY OF KEYE LUKE (1904 - 1991)
By Robert Walsdorff

Although many people probably couldn't tell you his
name, Keye Luke has probably been seen by more Americans
than any other Oriental actor in American films. 1In a
career spanding well over a half of a century, he made over
150 motion pictures, countless television appearances, and
wvas also on Broadway.

He came to the USA from Canton, China. He didn't start
out as an actor, but as an artist. He was the publicity art
director at RKO and did publicity art work for such films as
King Kong and Flying Down_to Rio. The producer of the
latter film liked his work so much he decided to make an
actor out of him and put him in a follow-up Fred
Astaire/Ginger Rogers' film. The picture never was made but
he did receive publicity from his former advertising bosses
and from newspaper columnists like Hedda Hopper, Louella
Parsons, and Jimmy Starr because he had done art work for
their columns. He then got the part as Charlie Chan's
number one son when the character was added to the film
series.

Charlie Chan in Paris with Warner Oland in the title
role was his first Chan film. It was 1935. At first the
studio wasn't sure if they wanted the son to be a continuing
character or not. In fact he wasn't included in the next
Chan film since the former film had yet to be released when
work on the next one started. When it did come out,
reaction was so positive that he became a regular member of
the popular series. He made Charlie Chan in Shanghai,
Charlie Chan at the Circus, Charlie Chan at the Race Track,
Charlie Chan at the Opera, Charlie Chan at the Olympics,
Charlie Chan on Broadway, and Charlie Chan at Monte Carlo.

Keye Luke was proud of the Charlie Chan pictures. He
recently said, "They spared no pains to turn out good Chan
pictures. We thought we were making the best damn murder
mysteries in Hollywood at the time. We were very proud of
them. They were, oh, such fine entertainment. They still
are." Many consider the Oland/Luke pictures as the finest
ones in the long running series.

Luke only left the series because Oland died while
making the uncompleted Charlie Chan at Ringside in 1937.
They reworked the film into Mr. Moto's Gamble with Peter
Lorre in the title role and Keye Luke even playing his Lee
Chan role in the film. When the Chan series was revived in
1938 with Sidney Toler in the title role, Luke didn't
return. He said that he felt no one could replace Oland.
Sen Yung was then added as number two son, Jimmy.




Keye Luke then attempted to take over the title role of
Mr.Wong in that series when Boris Karloff left it. He
starred in Phantom of Chinatown, but the movie flopped
largely because it got no promotion. The studio reasoned
that no one was going to go out to see an oriental detective
being played by an actual Oriental.

Luke's career though was hardly over. He had
substantial roles in The Good Earth, Across the Pacific, and
many other films. In 1942 he appeared as Dr.Gillespie's New
Assistant and worked in the hospital with Lionel Barrymore
in several additional features. He also appeared in the

Green Hornet serials as Kato. He remembered, "I drove a
sleek, powerful car called the Black Beauty and used a judo
chop. I was the first to use the judo chop across the back

of the neck to knock out an opponent."

When roles started to become hard to find, he rejoined
the Chan series for the last two entries The Feathered
Serpent and The Sky Dragon in 1948 and 1949. Toler had also
died and Roland Winters was now in the title role. The
studio was so pleased with Luke's work that he was set to
make three more films, but for a number of reasons they were
never made.

Luke then divided his time between motion pictures such
as Sleep, My Love, Hell's Half Acre, Around the World In 80
Days, a three year stint on Broadway in Flower Drum Song,
and appearances on one television show after another.

There are several television appearances that come
particularly to my mind. These include a funny episode of
My Little Margie where he attempts to trick Gale Storm, as
Margie, into interferring in Chinese custom and causing her
father to lose a business deal. He was also in The Lucy
Show where he saves Lucy's life and was now her "slave" for
life.

Now much older he played one of his typical wise
elderly gentlemen roles in Perry Mason, but with a twist.
On the surface he seems to be a kindly father protecting his
son by taking the blame for an auto accident his son was in,
but it's really only to give him an alibi to cover up the
fact he is the murderer. He was also the wvillain in
Remington Steele. When he played the villain in The Gale
Storm Show: Oh Susanna, Zasu Pitts remarked as she and Gale
are being held captive, "We'll never watch Charlie Chan
again."

Then there were appearances on Mash and Charlie's
Angels and more motion pictures such as The Chairman,
Nobody's Perfect, Gremlins, Just You and Me Kid, Judge Dee
and the Monastery Murders, and Woody Allen's new film,
Alice. He also dubbed in the voice of Master Han in Enter
the Dragon since Shih Kien's English was considered too




poor.

His television series include Kung Fu where he played
plind master Po. At the time he said, "For the first time,
an entertainment medium is making an honest and sincere
attempt to show the true Oriental culture of which I am
part. It is especially gratifying to me because the
episodes and the dialogue have a ring of truth to them, and
the period is during the time when my own paternal
grandfather came to this country. When reading the scripts,
I recall the rich philosophy of Chuang Tzu."

He also was a regular in the television series
Sidekicks playing Ernie Reyes Jr.'s grandfather. He
rejoined Reyes in a recent episode of MacGyver.

"Hi, Pop" was the phrase that endeared him to one
generation and "Yes, Grasshopper" to another. But then
there are so many memorable moments this great actor gave to
all of us throughout the years. He died this January of a
stroke. He will be missed.




HOWARD WALSDORFF, P.0O. 247, GREENBIER, TN 37073-0247
JAPANESE EXCHANGE STUDENTS IN NASHVILLE PART 2

OCTOBER 27, 1990, was a busy day. In the morning,

Masanobu left Nashville to fly to New York City for a week
of sight-seeing before flying home to Tokyo. Robert, Naoki,
Miyuki,

Misao, Noriyuki and I in addition to Masanobu's host family
arrived at the airport that morning to say "good-bye" before
his flight. That afternoon was a Wado-Ryu belt examination.
Noriyuki passed and was promoted to the next rank at karate
school. In the evening, Martha invited

Robert and me to a Halloween Party. She also invited Naoki,
Noriyuki, Misao, Miyuki, Hitomi, Miyuki, Harumi to the party.
The Japanese students liked it.

November 3rd, we had a birthday party for Misao at
Ichiban. Robert and I bought a birthday cake that they served
after the meal & we all gave her gifts.

November 10th was the day we visited Mammoth Cave,
Kentucky which is Internationally famous. We took three
cars and the drivers were Martha, Naoki and Noriyuki. There
was one American in each car and the rest were Japanese
that included Kazumi (Noriyuki's mother), Misao, Hitomi,
Harumi, Miyuki, Kaoru, Hiroe but Noriko did not go on the
trip. We ate lunch at a little restaurant in the park and
we went on the 2-hour Historic Tour in the cave. That evening
we ate at Ichiban and Toshiyuki, a chef from Kobe Steak,
joined us.

Kazumi visited Noriyuki for a week. Robert bought

a camcorder and used it for the trip to the cave and at
the restaurant.

November 24, Naoki, Robert, Martha and I met Noriyuki

and Tomohiro at the airport arriving from their trip to
New Orleans. We all ate out at Shoney's.
On December 6, Naoki and I joined Robert and his teachers
and princiapl for a Christmas dinner at Fifth Quarter. On
December 20th, Martha, Robert and Naoki joined me for the
Taylor Hayden Karate Christmas Banquet.

On December 8th, Martha, Naoki, Robert and I saw the
Bridgestone art exhibit from Tokyo, Masterworks, at the
State Museum.

December 22nd, Martha, Robert and I visited Naoki at
his homestay and his host family. On Christmas Day, Naoki
and Noriyuki spent Christmas at our house and on December
29, Martha and Tetsuya visited us for Christmas together
with NOARIY#Kd and Naoki. That evening we ate at Kobe Steak
and saw Toshiyuki and then we went to the karaoke in the
Mid-town Plaza.

New Year's Eve: Martha, Naoki, Robert and I decided
to go to Goten, the most expensive Japanese restaurant in
Nashville and we enjoyed it a great deal.



HOWARD WALSDORFF. P.0O. BOX 247, GREENBRIER, TN 37073-0247
VIDEO REVIEW: HOTEL

From Kikuya, in Vanderbilt Plaza, in Nashville, I had
rented a video tape of the "Hotel" special drama. Although
it was not translated into English, both Japanese and English
were spoken in the drama. The teleplay was based on the
novel by Ishinomori Shotaro and was also a hit T.V. series
in Japan.

The focal character is Ippei, a bell boy played by
Takashima Masanobu, employed at the Hotel Planton. Along
with other staff, they are preparing for the arrival of
a famous American hotel owner whose true intentions will
cause conflict. An American woman working for the famous
owner, tried to persuade the hotel clerk to steal the customer
list and give it to her and in return the promise of a
better job. She also tried to steal other employees from
the hotel. There is also a story about a Japanese woman
called Keiko and her American lover that she met over 10
years ago in San Francisco when they were students. His
parents objected to their marriage but now she is expecting
to meet him at the hotel. Yoko Akino played Keiko and was
upset when she didn't get the suite she reserved at the
hotel. Keiko's story was the highlight of the t.v. feature.
Okita Hirovuki played an intersting character, the desk
clerk in the hotel. Miasako Konno portrayed one of the staff
employees who later confronted the guest hotel owner. By
the way, Okita's command of the English language is quite
good. However, Miasako Konno's English is difficult to
underestand. (Ms. Konno played the wife of Takeda Shingen
in the NHK series).

The "Hotel" special was an interesting drama that reminded
me of the "Love Boat" American T.V. series.

Takashima Masanobu's older brother, Mashiro, has been
popular before Masanobu's success. Their parents, Takashima
Tadao and Sumi Hanayo are established in the geinokai.
Anyway, Masanobu thinks that "Hotel" is his best piece thus
far.The role taught him a lot in the terms of acting and
style. He got an inside view of the hotel business too that
was both positive and negative. Masanobu admires Wood Allen's
approach to film making. "Play It Again, Sam" he liked a
great deal.



THREE FILMS, ALL SET IN CHINA, ARE
DUE TO BE RELEASED SOON. ONEIS
IRON AND SILK, DIRECTED BY SHIRLEY
SUN, WHOSE NUMEROUS SCREEN
CREDITS, INCLUDE BEING THE PRO-
DUCER OF A GREAT WALL. IRON AND
SILK IS BASED ON THE BOOK BY MARK
SALZMAN (OF THE SAME TITLE)
CHRONICLING HIS EXPERIENCES
DURING A TWO-YEAR VISIT TO CHINA.
THE FILM FLOWS LIKE A JOURNAL AS IT
FOLLOWS SALZMAN AS HE ATTEMPTS
TO CONVINCE A MARTIAL ARTS
MASTER, PAN QINGFUL, TO TAKE HIM
ON AS AN APPRENTICE. ALONG THE
WAY THERE ARE OTHER INSIGHTFUL
EPISODES REVEALING OF A FOR-
EIGNER'S EXPERIENCE OF TRYING TO
GAIN ACCEPTANCE. SALZMAN AND
MANY OF THE PEOPLE HE ENCOUN-
TERED ON THE TRIP PLAY THEMSELVES

(ﬁ?) / IN THE FILM. (TOP: MASTER PAN

ASIAPHILE 4 F) WRITTINV & PRapuced BY Amyd  [raRuB

T st #2 N, uy #Y /el (WD) 959-9217 QINGFU AND STUDENT SALZMAN)
THE FILM IS DISTRIBUTED BY MIRAMAX.
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A noble family in disgrace....
A brave woman of spirit...
A fearless samurai warrior...

They All Meet Along
THE TOKAIDO ROAD
Lucia St. Clair Robson

would later traveling across Japan. death of Lord Asano, the
become the best- But it wasn't until 1987 father of the novel's chief
selling author of  that her love of Japan reas- protagonist, Lady Asano,
Ride the Wind, serted itself. While strolling ~ Golden Plum.
Wﬁlk In hf:dy Soul alonga Marga‘sdvmgyard In r:;sgarchhg back-

; ey e and Light a beach with friend and com- und for her novels,
ﬁ:;';j; g’?ﬂ;‘?&ﬁgﬂg& ich Distant Fire— panion, science fiction Lucia St. Clair Robson usu-
dates from the period of her novel, three powerful author Brian Daley, Ms. ally travels to the areas she
THE TOKAIDO ROAD. The weapon novels that dealt ~ Robson mentioned that, is to be writing about. This
was discovered and pumhasﬁ her with American after writing her three method of working has giv-

her friend and companion, science  history, but her Native American novels, en her what she calls "a
fiction author Brian Daley. passion for she didn't know what to sense of timelessness.”
things Japanese would write about next. Aware of "On the back roads, I
n a rare after- grow greater during her her fascination with the Far  think it may be easier for
noon of leisure  marriage to her college East, Daley suggested me to understand the life
during Peace sweetheart, a captain in the  Japan—and that was that! my story's character has
Corps training United States Army. When The result of her love of  led.
in Berkeley, California, in  he was sent lo Vietnam for  Japan and three years of "Sharing a car with their
1964, I wandered alone a two-year tour, she fol- writing and research is THE ~ ghosts and a companion-
into a movie theater. It lowed him as far as Japan, TOKAIDO ROAD able solitude, there is time
was showing the new film, . where she livedin a village ~ (Ballantine, March, $19.95), for remembering’ events
"Chushingura,” the story not far from Hiroshima. an epic saga based on the that d over a hun-
of the forty-seven ronin "It was really something  famous story of Lord Asano  dred years before I was
with Toshiro Mifune as out of Michener or and the 47 Ronin—a true born.”
the leader, Oishi. Sayonara. I saw him onlya  story of Japan's past. For THE TOKAIDO
. "From the opening couple of times, when he The real-life character ROAD, she had already
scene of feet pounding was on R&R. Mostly, I was  and events Ms. Robson done much of the research,
along a dirt highway, the alone. originally saw in that long- S0 she took a couple of
Tokaido Road, I was "] spent almost a year ago film are transformed semesters of Japanese t0
hooked. living in the teahouse ina  into compelling prose. bring back what she'd
"The movie was three family's garden in a town Her concern for historical leamned when she lived
and a half hours long and I  near Hiroshima. Every day  accuracy is always para- there.
sat through it twice. The I used the public bath mount, and Robson, on "The one phrase I heard
first time I was over- across the streetand ate in ~ more than one occasion, has  too often to forget was
whelmed by the elegance  the local noodle shops. insisted that "since I can't ‘Ashi-ga nagai desu, ne?" "
and pageantry and the "Surrounded by the invent people more interest- ("She has long legs, doesn't
astonishing complexity of  beauty of the traditional tea  ing than history provides, I she?")
Japanese culture, The sec-  house and garden, Iread up  use the real item wherever Sometimes, Lucia refers
ond time I was trying to on Japanese history. Ivisit- possible. to the research as "a big
figure out the plot. ed the graves of the 47 "The main characters and  Easter egg hunt," and this
"] came out in a daze ronin and their museum at  'major’ minor roles in my time the hunt lead back to
and, frankly, have never Sengakuji Temple in books are almost always Japan, where she retumed
been the same since. Tokyo." people who really existed."  three times. She followed
"That movie started me During that period, Lucia This is certainly the case  the old Tokaido route, vis-
on a life-long addiction to  filled her time working asa  with THE TOKAIDO. ited important historical
samurai films and a quar-  volunteer English teacher, ROAD. The publication sites, including the graves
ter of a century's infatua-  instructing some 250 date of this epic novel actu-  of Lord Asano and the for-
tion with Mifune-san. Japanese a week. She also ally coincides with the ty-seven warriors who
Lucia St. Clair Robson  spent a good deal of time 289th anniversary of the were so faithful to his
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"A local train runs
h the same country
ge traveled when he
lns famous scenes

: oflhemadsﬁfty three post -

stations, and I took notes as
I rode.

"I had forgotten how
wild and mountainous
Japan's terrain really is. I
visited all the really impor-
tant sites, including a re-
creation of a barrier/
checkpoint and the town of

" Ako, where Lord Asano's

estate was located.

”Oishi'shousea:;dﬁar-
dens have been re-bui
there."

And, as the last

"The Japanese culture is
so incredibly complex. It
fascinates me to read about
it. I've studied over 200 '
books.”

The story Lucia chose
for her novel is a very
famous one—somethin
like our own legends of the
OK Corral or Little Big
Hom. For the Japanese, the
tale of the 47 ronin illus-
trates their own sense of
honor and duty.

"In writing THE
TOKIADO ROAD I was
struck by the similiarities
between the Japan of 1701,
when the events actually

took place, and the Japan of

today.
Thatpenod,knownas
Genroku, saw a marked rise
in the influence and afflu-
ence of Japan's new mer-
chant class. There was a
flowering of visual and dra-
matic arts, and a new
emphasis on the acquisition
of material goods, which
made many traditionalists
mourn what they consid-
ered the loss of a sense of
national and personal

" honor.

"That is why this story
still exerts such a strong
hold on Japanese society. It
speaks to its relevance and
timelessness as well."

Ms. Robson's commit-
ment to historical accuracy
sometimes presents a prob-
lem in terms of dramatic

theater,
"However,
the revolv-

prolepsis.”

Lucia St. Clair Robson
grew up in West Palm
Beach, Florida, and gradu-
ated from the University of

Florida. From there, she did.

what many committed

young people of that gener-

ation did—she joined the
Peace Corps. There, she got
something of an idea of
what getting it from a sam-
likume: sword would really be

In Venezuela, she
received a machete wound
inflicted by a nun wearing a
cowboy hat! The good sis-
ter, fondly remembered by
Lucia as "the Swinging
Nun," accidentally ran into
her with her (almost) lethal
machete.

Humor aside, her travels
all over the world have giv-
en this remarkable author a
sense of history and culture
that many would envy. It

has been the train- _

“ing for an author, and her

life experiences have served
this author in good stead.

Her later career as a
librarian in the public sys-
tem of Anne Arundel
County, Maryland, led her
to discover the history of
Cynthia Ann Parker's life
with the Comanche, which
led to her writing three
powerful, epic novels about
Native Americans.

After Ride the Wind won
her the Western Writers of
America's Golden Spur
Award, a chapter cut from
that first novel became the

basis for her second, Walk
In My Soul, the story of
Sam Houston and his
Cherokee/Scottish wife,
Tiana Rogers.

Her third novel, Light a
Distant Fire, tells the sto-
ry of the war chief '
Osceola and the second
Seminole War in Florida.

Noting the tragic end-
ings of her Native
American novels, Lucia
St. Clair Robson says,
with a smile, of THE
TOKAIDQ ROAD, "I
wanted to make this book
a little lighter.

"There are no happy
American Indian stories,
so | want to make my her-
oine live at the end of this
book." B

Marc A. Cerasini




the returnof .. .... the amazing Lamon Foster!!

"Damon Foster, P.O Box 576, Fremont, CA 945370576

; i

Howdy' there, my fellow whatever we ¢ .
are!l | must say, it's great to be back In i EX'BOfA E){eCUfive JGIIEd
Maffapa again! | spent a little vacation N |
in other magazines like Film Threat and § ll‘l SCheme to Pay Porn Sl'aI'IEl' j
a comic book called Zetraman or some- |} '
thing like that. So amidst this subtle [ ' By Kenneth Howe -
terrorism | call journalism, | somehow i Chronicle Staff Writer
fOf‘gI()t tO dO my r‘egu}af‘ Cloumh n thlS l A former Bank of America ex- $2.37 million to hEl'al.;tO'lllnt.
Zine's previous issue. It seems that |'ve ecative in Hong Kong — said to be “Peter KL. Chan, 39, pleaded
just gotten a little (pardon the expres- 1 @“lfﬁ with a soft-core porn o500 to.a_charge of making a
sion) disoriented. In fact, just this B Fate ownssihe “Asian Jane frauulent aocounfing entry and
morning, | got out of bed, and then | ate B day to 27 months in jail gm. at. as sentenced by'a Hong Kong
some toast and after that | got out some § tempting to improperly transfer ; ; [
bread to put it in the toaster and...nc...... " c '
hey, that can't be right! EEEEEEE---.

Can't wait for the sequel to Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. i
Rumor has it that something remotely interesting might happen in |
i

Originally, my plans for this issue was to discuss Jackie Chan's |
appearance in San Francisco a couple years ago, but somehow, I'm |
Just not in the mood. I've got info & materials to cover just such g
an article, but as yet | haven't the time nor the enthusiasm to do [
all the research it would require. The<e last few months have left i
me tired, crushed and empty. Somehow, the motivation just isn't
there. | don't even beat off the repeats of Ultraman anymore. Oh, i
what am | whining about? | still have you, don't 1? You've always i .
been there for me, to talk, to listen, tc give me a pat on the back B !
and say "A job well done” when | needed it the most. It's great to
have you there for me. | do, don't I? Hello? Is anyone listening? Jj

But seriously, my fanzine Oriental Cinema (a.k.a. Oriental ]
Cinema and Video ) seems like it's starting to reach vague success. &
who knows, within ten years, | just might break even. Maybe it's i L ———.
the diversity, maybe it's the unique w't, maybe it's the full color
front & back covers which cost me 2 rretty penny to print, put N PORN STARLET AMY YIP
whatever the case 15, I'm getting new readers all the time. Surp- B Asian Jane Russell
risingly, the only Mafappans who've e:pressed any interest in :
0.C. are Laurine White, Jacqueline Sirns, Susan Porter, and rum-
or has it that Aimy Harlib liked one of the older back issues. With J§ BANK SCHEME
all you fans out there, it surprises me that | haven't heard from | FromPagel
more of you long ago. Hell, if one of you were making a fanzine J  district court judge. Police said |
even slightly similar to the subject e e oluesed’
matter covered in Maffapa and 0.C., R T L e |
itis 2 sure thing |'d expressin: i w » Kong television station and he was
terest. Oh well, more your 0SS i B an assistant vice president at
than mine. I BofA's Hong Kong branch in Kow-

y 3 g e foon.
To the right is an amusing news- =

*On September 20, the authori- |
ties said, Chan signed a money- |
transfer document that, if entered
into the bank's computers, would
have shifted $2.37 million in US.
dollars into Yip's account.

Alower-level employee spotted
the transfer document, noted that
it lacked a required second signa-
ture and alerted his supervisor.

paper article | discovered by accid- B
ent when | was throwing my watch
in the air, just trying to make time Wl
fly. | recognized the Chinese babe |}
pictured because of her previous |
photos in Cinemart. Aside from g
being great material for us guys to i
slam the old ham, the article 1s i

1
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;:1;:;::2"1;% Chan, who started with the | Yip has appeared in many spicy :t
tells about a bank as a messenger in 1970, was -Cantonese-l;nguage {ilms, a’f_nong
side of the immediately placed on suspension them “Erotic Ghost Story™ and
Hong Kong without pay, and the matter was “Jaithouse Eros.” She was involved §
movie scen turned over to the police. He was in a controversy earller this year -
BuEhe fired in November, said a spokes- over a sexually suggestive message
WeRIRaicans ¢ man at BofA headquarters in San she recorded for a pay-telephone U
FCLY get W Francisco. The spokesman empha- |  service, according to the Associat- f
’:l"ld .aPU".t' sized that no money was lost. | ed Press. ;
losl'?l'lsll‘ilimce According to the Associated | “She’s a real bombshell,” said
what this act- Press, Chan told investigators that Man Lee, editor of the Chinese 2
ress's name Yip was his girlfriend and that her | '1“1mesT a daily newspaper in San 4
(Amy Yip) is, demands for money drove him to | Fralnmsco.}{fl: said Y ip _had appear-
since there are commit the offense. Yip could not ed in the Chinese edition of Pent-
so few English |. ¢ be reached for comment. house magazine. (
7 H Hong Kong newspapers report- “All the erotic starlets are jeal- 4
:%','ng:?.fd%ﬁ?ﬂegﬁiaﬁsﬁtmﬂ:ﬁ; &f:? ed that Chan, who was earning ous r._>.f Miss YipPeca_use of her bust E
= \ charge an arm $3,600 per month in his banking line,” said Lee. "She'sknown as the !
F and a legg are job, had sold his home and moved Asian Jane Russell. “‘*'
| harder to find his mother into low-income hous- = R [
| than an intel- ing so he could finance the rela- ¢
| bectal it e tionship with Yip.
&MSJ New Kids On

| The Block Con-
| cert.

With my dissilusionment preventing me from domg my usual
journalism (i.e. discussing my martial arts/fantasy stage plays,
the Wacky Chan movie, and other updates) has forced me to
cut out newspaper and/or magazine articles for you. If any of
would rather I go back to writing articles, let me know. But
for now, another clipping.

Below is a clipping from a magazine. There is only one
English language magazine which I read regularly. That's the
bible of anarchic journalism, National Lampoon. But that
magazine's writing style hasn't had much effect on my way of
writing (SARCASM!). Anyway, the below clipping is from
their True section, full of authentic signs, ads, clippings, and
photos, all of which are authentic, as bizarre as it may seem.
The clipping below came from page 56 of the August 1989
issue. I'm also including page 73 from that same issue, feat-
uring photos of some unintentionally funny signs

Playful Night Show

Newly Weds Weight Game
Laughter Soccer

Cocky Pop

Fanky Tomato Show
Fanky Tomato Speclal

WHAT FOLLOWS ARE REAL SHOWS ON JAPANESE'
“television as transiated in the Japan Times, an English-lan- |
guage newspaper in Tokya. They were compiled by Susan
Bigler.

Meat Information

Babbling Music Hall
Morning Wide Show
World “How Much” Show
Quiz Time Shock

Mint Time

Super TV Blood Type

It's Laughing
Welfare Sumo

Hello from Studio
Joyful Map Variety
Amusing Vehicles
Fishing Companions
Let's Appearon TV
High Spirit Show

It's Making!

Amateur Accomplishments Contest

Music Tomato Japan

Kitchen Patrol

Suspense News

Sports Wide Show: “Number”

Love Attack

Nice Day Morning Show

Grandma’s Wisdoms

Meat Ala Carte

Quiz Hunter -

Soap Bubble Presents
Salarled Men’s Life: “Pubs and Bars”
Surprise World #1: “Fried Ants”

Cheap Living

Laughing Couples
Unknown World: “Tollet Seats of the World”
Wonderful Tastes

Tuesday Special: Sumo Wrestlers vs. Baseball
Players Singing Competition

Speclal: “Naked Clans of the World"
Young Oh Oh’
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JACQUELINE D. SIMS
309 16TH AVENUE NORTH
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 35204-2163

In order to break the monotony of my KAGE NO GUNDAN IV synopsis this issue
I will do something different.

The Ginger Tree was a four-part series shown on " Masterpiece Theatre"
on Public Television. For the first three episodes it was screamingly good
only to go out with a whimper in the fourth episode., It has too many "holes"
in it that I believe only reading the book can fill in.

The series starts in China right after the Boxgr Rebellion in British occupied
Mukden Manchuria. Mary Mckenzie (Samantha Bond) comes to China to marry (in
an arranged ceremony) Lt. Collingsworth. He turns out to be a selfish man
who thinks only of himself and she means nothing to him. He only married her
for money. She meets a Japanese nobleman (Daisuke Ryu) at & social gathering
and the sparks fly.

They have an affair during the time her husband is away on assignment and
becomes pregnant.

Her husband comes back; finds her pregnant and throws hor out of the house.

The Japanes nobleman Count Kirahama Kentaro turns spy during the time to
check of Russian activities during this time.

It is easy for him to spy because of the inability (at the time) for the
Europeans to tell Japanese people from Chinese people so therefore all he had
to do was dress up like a Chinese laborer and they would say anything in front
of him thinking he couldn't understand the language. He can't be with Mary
at this time so he arranges for an agent of his to send her to Japan.

The rest of the series takes place in Japan. The Count sets her up in
in a house and supports her as his concubine. She only finds out from a Baroness
friend of the Count that he is already married and has four children when she
already on the boat to Japan. She gives birth to a baby boy whom she names
Taro. The war ends and the Count is finally able to come home.

He visits Mary and plays with their son. He says that Taro looks almost
Japanese and Mary says she thinks he looks entirely Japanese. This is a comment
she will regret because just before the Count leaves for Korea he arranges
for Taro to be spirited away from her and put up for adoption. One of her
servants asks Mary if she can take Taro for a walk; this will be the last time
she will see Taro. She goes to the police and the British Embassy to try to
get her son back only to be told there was nothing either office could do.

The Baroness finally explains to her that as a concubine she cannot raise
a nobleman's son alone and according to tradition Taro had to be put up for
adoption to be raiseg by a suitable family. The child will be adopted by the
family for life and will have no further contact with his natural parents.
Mary leaves the house Kentaro bought for her to move into a hotel. She also
refuses any further monetary support from him. She gets a job at a department
store that carries Wester clothes. Her employer asks her to design a line
of Western clothes exclusively for his store. She also puts together a fashion
show to display the clothes that is a smash his with the Japanese public.



During this time she meets a young man on the trolley who tells her he
wants to take English lessons from her. At first she tells him she is too
busy to help him but then she thinks better of it. She enjoys their lessons
as she teaches him English and he teaches her Japanese. But then one night
she hears a noise outside and she grabs a heavy umbrella and goes to investigate.
She finds the young man she was giving lessons to bleeding slightly from the
head where she struck him with her umbrella. He confesses that he was sent
by Kentaro to watch her: he proposes to her but she turns him down. Soon after
the Count returns and comes to see her. Her first question to him is "Where's
my son?". He asks her if he should go away. She says no and invites him inside
her house. He asks her why she didn't stay in the house he bought her. She
She says she couldn't stay there any longer without her son. He asks her if
she had forgotten him. She says she could never him. He asks her if he can
see her again before he leaves for England. She tells him she needs time to
thind and also tells him not to have her followed again. He leaves without
another word.

All this happens in the first three episodes. The series loses control
in fourth episode. The fourth episode opens thirty years later. Mary has
accepted the Count's decision about Taro by now and has taken up with Kentaro
again. (The Count's wife has passed away. Mary refuses to marry Kentaro unless
their son can be at their ceremony. He still refuses to tell her where Taro
is so she refuses to marry him.) She has been very successful in the clothing
business and has two stores with many employees. One of her old friends from
her marriage to Lt. Collingsworth comes to visit her. She explains everything
that has happened to her in the past thirty years. Her friend urges her to
return to London due to World War II brewing.

Mary refuses to go preferring to stay in Japan hoping to see her son again.
But then Kentaro starts telling her to leave Japan because his position is
being fazed out and soon he will no longer be able‘/to do anything for her.
He decided to take matters into his own hands when she continues to refuse
to leave Japan. He has officers come to her house to order her to pack two
suitcases of the most necessary things she will need on her trip back to London.

She is escorted to the ship by the officers and the Count is just in time
to say goodbye to her. She says to the Count that she had time to business
to put her business in order before she was forced to leave. She asks him
one last time about Taro before she boards the ship; he still won't tell her

anything.

While the ship is underway at sea a Japanes boat comes alongside and asks
if a young man can come aboard to interview her. The young man turns out to
be Taro. As a last gift to her the Count arranged for her to met with her
before she got back to London. While Mary and Taro have this meeting the Count
is preparing to committ hari-kiri. Taro tells Mary about his life and his
wife and children. Mary asks hims if he has been happy. He tells her he has
had a very happy life. He kisses her hand and bows to her before he leaves.
After he boards the boat he waves to her. She cries as she waves back to him.




I bought the book hoping to get more understanding. But the book and the
series turned out to be two different things in many instances.

The book is written in the form of letters and diary entries.

accomplishment that they were able to get a script out of it.

In the book Mary Mckenzie had a daughter by Lt. Collingsworth that she
lost contact with and custody of when the Lt. threw her out of the house.
This daughter is mentioned in one of the newspaper clippings as belonging to
Kentaro but of course the series was different.

In the book the fellow employee whom she replaced when she went to work
at the Department store killed himself because he couldn't deal with being
In the series he was relocated to the toy department.

replaced by a foreigner..
In the series Mary remained faithful to the Count for over thirty years.
In the book she had a brief fling with an Englishman.
Mary back to London but her meeting

In the bookandseriesthe(!mntaends
with Taro is not mentioned in the book.

It's a major

I have to say I prefer

After experiencing both the book and the series.
S worth a look if only for the first three episodes. This

the series. It'
is only thing I have seen Daisuke Ryu act in; I think his manner and voice
Count Kirahama Kentaro perfectly.

him act in other things soon. Another

by the fourth episode everyone aged (they had on the full gray wigs and aging

makeup) but the actress who played Mary Mckenzie. AlY they did was change

her hairstyle with a few strands of gray hair and a few lines around the eyes.

The "holes" I mention on the first page were not filled in by the the book

50 I guess you have to use your imagination. One hole they didn't fill in
easily for taking her child away and how she

was how she forgive the Count so

im with that wall between them. Another hole
was how she could have stayed with someone who did not one her he
loved her. But all in all I enjoyed this series and recom @ hly.
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Samantha Bonds..as Mary McKenzie, is married to British army officer Adrian Rawlins but she falls in love with Daisuke Ryu.

By Alec Harvey pin bR
-, Staff writer AU

High Definition Television, or HDTV as it is

.. becoming known: For the last couple of years,
we've heard a lot about this innovation,
‘heralded as “television of the '90s.”

Thanks to the BBC and Japan's NHK Net-

" work (Sony in the United Kingdom), American
audiences are about to be treated to the first
HDTV drama to air in the U.S. The Ginger
“Tree will air as part of Masterpiece Theatre
beginning at 9 p.m. Sunday on WBIQ,/Channel
10 and continuing for three more Sundays.

- The entire production was shol using an
“HDTV process, which provides better clarity
by using more lines per screen Lhan our coun-

- try’'s standard 525-line format.

And while few viewers in this country own
HDTV-compatible TV sels, viewers on other

~television sets will be able to see a clearer
. product, says E:ecuhve Produter Timothy -

| Ironside-Wood.

Del:ldmg to prcduce T.'.le Ginger Tree in
HDTV was “an act of lunacy,” Ironside-Wood
said.

“We set oul to make a miniseries costing a
greal deal of money, which we have no means
of shooting i, we had no means of recording

it, we had no means of editing it," he said of

' the equipment needed for HDTV. “And the
best joke of all 15, we could show it to 200
people in Japan.” .

While HDTV sets are on the increase in
Japan, they are still relatively unknown in the

United States, but Ironside-Wood believes that i

) wﬂlﬁhaﬂs'hm-m.,. G Lt

“It will take some time for a world standard

» (for HDTV), if there ever is one, and there will
be a huge new business called convertability
as you switch from one system to another,”

Ironside-Wood said, adding that The Ginger

Tree will be able lo be converted once the
- time comes.

“We wanted Lo learn, because it will happen
e\rentually‘ he added.

The Ginger Tree tells the story of a young
Scottish woman (Samantha Bond) who travels
to Manchuria in 1903 to marry a British army
officer. She later has a passionate affair with
a Japanese nobleman (Daisuke Ryu) and has a
child by him. He takes the infant daughler
from her and puts her up for adoption.

The seript was written by Oscar-winner
Christopher Hampton from a novel by Oswald
Wynd.

The result is a magnificent miniseries,
according to Executive Producer Marilyn
Hall.

“You know, when they describe a book as ‘a
good read?" " she asked. "This was ‘a good
look." Get your popeorn and your Dove bars
and be prepared Lo settle in for really some-
thing that lures you on."

Ms. Hall calls The Ginger Tree a “‘survivor
~of development hell” that took seven years to
come to Lelevision.

‘Ms. Hall first got the BBC inlerested, and
was able to get Christopher Hampton to pen
the script.

“We were so fortunate to get Chnstnpher
.before he knew how good he was," she said of
the man who won an Academy Award for his
Dangwuus Liasons.

' Then came money problems.

We set out to make a
miniseries costing a great
deal of money, which we have
no means of shooting it, we
had no means of recording it,
we had no means of editing it.
And the best joke of all is, we
could show it to 200 people in
Japan.

Timothy Ironside-Wood

“We realized we had to have another ele-
ment, because the BBC couldn't handle the
cost of the production alone,” Ms. Hall said.

Enter NHK and HDTV.

“We did it in HDTV to learn,” Ironside-
Wood said. “And we did it, to be perfectly
honest, because NHK and Sony . .. offered to
come in with extra funding and extra
rﬁl;lourca. which closed the gap for us in the
end.”

The process was difficult, but not nearly as
difficult as people might think, Ironside-W uud
said.

“It's less special than you think, but there
are particular techniques that need Lo be
understood,” he said. “I would say that at the
moment, it's probably more difficult for a
film crew to work with it because the elec-

“The Ginger Tree’ clearer due to HDTV

tronics involved are more complex, and the
video-trained crews are more likely to get to
grips with it, but it's not as complicated as you
would think."

Ironically, one problem was making sure
the clarity wasn't too clear, Ironside-Wood
said.

“There are those who argue that ... the
clarity that you can get potentially with high
definition is even greater and perhaps some-
times too great,” he said. “We used filters
to try and degrade that clarily on occasions.”

Although The Ginger Tree was a learning
experience, it is a quality production, Iron-
side-Wood emphasized.

“There is nothing that is in the series that is
not what we describe as being of broadcast
standard,” he said. “And the BBC, rightly or
wrongly, still prides itself on having a very
high broadeast standard. It's been shot to a
very high standard, and there's absolutely
n}:&hing I would »pologize for or be ashamed
of.

Despite the educational expericnce, benefits
will be derived {rom The Ginger Tree being
filmed in HDTV.

“There is a marginal improvement on the
down coversion” to conventional television,
according to Ironside-Wood. “But that also
gives il a shelf life thal may be consider-
ably longer than standard video, and in the
case of a single [ilm, would give it an inter-
active potential that standard television
wouldn't have.”
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Chicago, IL 60610

Once again, the well of martial arts movies on t.v. in Chicago, has
run dry except for reruns or the likes of the Filipino movie that
I mention below. Black Eagle was a video rental...

THE ONE-ARMED EXECUTIONER

In this low-key Filipino martial arts movie, Franco Guerrero stars
as Ramon Ortega, a newlywed Interpol agent trying to intercept the
shipment of illegal drugs coming into the country. Ortega and a
few good men learn the whereabouts of a shipment that is being
flown in by a Hong Kong connective. A battle ensues and two of the
bad guys get away with the drugs, and a drug diary that the carrier
brought with him from Hong Kong was destroyed.

Ortega and another agent pay a visit to the villain, Mr. Edwards,
since the carrier from Hong Kong was one of his executives. He
plays dumb, and when they leave he orders his men to make an
example of Ortega "of what happens to overzealous Interpol agents"
especially since '"that Ortega is a smug sonofabitch" to boot. 8o
Ortega comes home that night to an ambush, and the men have tied up
his new blonde wife, and they keep asking him where the diary is,
and he keeps saying he doesn't know but to leave his wife alone,
and his wife is screaming, and one of the men finally stabs her and
she dies, and on the way out, this same gentleman cuts off Ortega's
left arm, and Ortega wakes up in the hospital, and he wages the
question of the hour, "What can a one-armed agent do?" (Should we
let Jimmy Wang Yu answer that?)

Ortega goes through a surge of self-pity and anger, drinking and
wandering the street until an fatherly friend carts him off to his
out of the way abode and trains him to start utilizing his other
senses and sharpen his gun skills, loading and shooting with cne
arm. And then one day, the teacher-friend says,'Well, Ramon, I
think you're finally ready." And Ramon blows back into town, ready
for revenge.

His vendetta visit happens to coincide with Edwards' processing of
a recent drug shipment at his island refinery. 8o Ortega and a
group of his men crash the party and a shootout begins, and ends
(realistically) with the top villain getting away with the drugs to
ply his trade elsewhere. But Ortega exacts revenge on the man who
killed his wife and handicapped him, so justice is served-somewhat.




BLACK EAGLE

Attempting to be a political thriller, Black Eagle, noticeably
wastes the talents of both Sho Kosugi and Jean-Claude Van Damme.
The storyline revolves around a Fl-11 going down somewhere in Malta
with a top secret laser guidance system aboard which has to be
found before other countries locate it and make off with this
classified information.

There is only one man for the job, Ken Tani (8ho Kosugi), a master
diver and special agent. But Ken Tani is due for a two-week
vacation which is the only time he gets to see his kids (Kane and
Shane Kosugi) every year. He declines to go to Malta saying his
kids come first and it turns out that they have shipped his kids to
Malta already. 8o he ends up working after all (surprise,
surprise) since he has to go to Malta.

Jean-Claude Van Damme plays a bad guy, Andrei, assistant to one of
the men trying to secure the laser system. He bares his

muscles and gets to entertain the troops aboard his ship, by
throwing darts while balancing himself on two barrels.

There is 1little solid martial arts action, aside from a few
blocking moves and solidly delivered spin kicks when S8ho and Jean-
Claude meet. But there is a lot of trailing, gunfire, and
betrayal, and even the kids get taken hostage, but with the help of
a former agent turned priest, Ken Tani manages to subdue the enemy
and spend a little time with his kids.




