


This is the 3l1st issue of MAFFAPA, Martial Arts Film Fan (and Asian
Culture) APA, for April 1990. The following people gent in contribu-
tions:

Merlin, PC Box 372, Suffern, NY 10901

Damon Foster, 26986 Grandview Ave., Hayward, CA ghsh2

Mark Jackson, 2043 SE Isabel Rd., Port St. Lucie, FL 34952

Amy Harlib, 212 West 22nd St. Apt 2N, New York, NY 10011

Nikki White, 15 Duffus Place, Wanniassa ACT 2903, Australia

Robert and Howard Walsdorff, PO Box 247, Greenbrier, TN 37073-0247
Laurine White, 5422 Colusa Way, Sacramento, CA 95841

Susanne Porter, 1406 Canyon Trail SW, Albuauergue, NM 87121

Jacqueline D. Sims, 309 16th Ave. No., Birmingham, AL 35204-2163
Jean Takeuchi, PO Box 141, Kurtistown, HI 96760

Jeffrey C.F. Wonz (letter excerpts)

The cover is a teddy bear Captain Harlock by Ed Luena. I know *hat
Captain Harlock has nothing to do with Agian culture, except that he
is the hero of an animated Japanese series., Well, I am completely out of
suitable artwork, am not sure if I can find a replacement cover artist,
and I like this one, suitable or not. It's this or no cover.

The deadline for Maffapa 32 is July 31, 1990. If your name is
not listed above as a contributor, you must contribute to the next
issue to receive it. Your contribution, 2 typed pages, must reach
Laurine White bv the end of July. The copv count next time is still
18, Please send 18 copies of each page plus $1.25 for return postage.
If you don't send 18 copies, send your original 2 pages plus $1.00
per page to cover photocopy costs. I prefer checks or stamps instead
of cash, which is dangerous to trust to the mails. And don't forget
a 9 x 12 self-addressed envelope, so I can send Maffapa 32 to you.
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Maffapa contribution by Jeffrey C.F. Wong

"Preview" to PATH OF GLORY: I believe it's about young idealistic
cops after graduating from the academy. Includes a couple of female
cops. I think there will be the typical formula of women cops and
disillusion, but from the trailers it looks top notch in terms of
action drama, and cinemaphotographically powerful. It is directed
by the same man who did CHINESE GHOST STORY (I think), otherwise
known as Ching Siu-tung.

"Preview” to KILLER'S BLUES: Looks decent, Stars Ti Lung.
About an assassin decided to leave the life of crime. Typical gun
violence BS macho stuff, but looks good,

PEACOCK KING II: in the Chinese version, Peacock is played by
Yuan Biao. The part of Peacock is really played by the Japanese
actor, of course; however, he is a different actor than from the first
film. In any case, avoid this movie. It's kinda like the worst of
the Japanese cinema meets the worst of the Chinese cinema. Discon-
tinuity, old and dead "sympathy-winning" technirues, bad effects, bad
plot, bad action, shaky camera work, Gremlins ripoff, Spielberg wor-
shipping, you name it. Naturally, it's another one of director Nam
Nai Choi's mark of shame (and to the corresponding Japanese director,
too). He's the joke who brought the first PEACOCK KING and the seccnd
LEGEND OF WISELY: THE SEVEN CURSES atrocities. Hey, I guess his
stuff entertains the Japanese audience though; the Japanese seem to
enjoy all his works so far. I would*'ve fired the guy or sent him back
to school first.

FORTUNE CODE: guest-stars Samo Hunz and a bag of other stars.
Just a dumb excuse for action, and average at that. The jokes are
okay to pretty good, especially when Eric Tsan is doing the deliver-
ing. Couple of the scenes actually crack you up, if you are pre-
pared. Otherwise, it's pretty average, depending on what you are
lookinz for. Kinda a Chinese version of what if the GREAT ESCAPE
meets MILLIONAIRE'S EXPRESS, but ends up killing every bad guy, even
though they have all the guns. Hey, I can accept that.

ENCOUNTER OF THE SPOOKY KIND II: Samo Hung, although basically
milking an ol4 formula, managed to come up tops with original sub-
plots, hocus pocus, and some very nice fighting sequences. Lam Chinsg
Ying, who plays all the MR VAMPIREs, returns as your typical turn of
the century Chinese ghostbuster. Fast paced, funny, keeps you from
sittinz still with spectacular special effects and martial arts se-
guences, This is a sleeper for me personally; unexpectedly good.

In fact, surpasses the first one but for originality (the first was
made in '81).

WORK FANTASIA (litera' translation) stars a couple of my favor-
ites, Wang Tsu Hsien (of CHINESE GHOST STORY fame and scores of others)
and Do Dc Cheng (of WONDER WOMEN and "acting" oriented films). Ano-
ther testimony to the growing force and special feel and methods of
H.K.'s female directors and producers. Started out letting you
think it's a Chinese version of 9 TO 5, but took off in a tangent
very earlyv and smoothly. Traces of old Hollywocod plotlines here and
there, but all the while remaining very licght and original with
the help of the "feminite eye". Something that, if produced by the
tvrical male directors and executives, would have ended as ancther
Hollywood sitcom movie, better shown on tv than in a moviehouse,
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While you have no doubt of the positive outcome for our heroines,
you still feel for them. The only problem is a couple of coinciden=
ces that fit too well. But it was a plotline necessity, in order t¢
draw the three protagonists closer.

I guess the conmar gangster flicks are catching on in H.K, I
went to S.F. a few weeks ago and saw one of my favorites, Chow-Yuen-
Fat, in THE GOD OF THE GAMBLERS (I think; literal translation from
Chinese). Oh well, it boasted a lot: multi-million dollar produc-
tion (for H.K., that's a lot), lots of everything. Well, if it was
multi-million dollar production, it must be because Chow asked for
2 to 3 times a normal fee, because it didn't show in either script,
direction, or sets. The acting with everyone else, supporting charac-
ters being the beautiful Joan Wong from THE CHINESE GHCST STCRY and
Andy Lau, were above average, but otherwise everything was pretty
mediocre. It's a wonder why it was "supposedly” a big hit in H.K.
Essentially, this is a "knock on the head amnesia" type story with
a plot on the side (including the casting) right out of CASINO
RAIDERS, Worst of all, the basic "moving premise is from RAINMAN,
except the idiot brother (adopted) was in fact a professional gam-
bler. To top it off, the Indiana Jones trick of the gun vs the
sword/knife/nunchaku/insane martial artist displaying his/her kata
was performed azain in yet another thinly disguised variation. How
many movies around the world, as well as the U.S. (i.e., Chuck Norris,
etc.) have employed that trick for a few cheap laughs? Haven't they
realized that it is over? It is no longer funny! It is Corny with 2
caprital "C", Yet we continue to see it., Anyway, it was another
attempt for the actor/actresses to break out of any role mode: Chow
plays a dumb 9-year-old in intelligence type after being knocked on
the head; Lau sheds his violent and martial arts origin and plays a
punk who's stupid, chicken-hearted, and incapable of any fighting
relating to any martial arts, or even wield a pistol; and Wong plays
a generic "dumb blonde"-brunette with a heart. Oh well, I have seen
better days, and my money has paid for better pictures.

The music in FAMOUS SWORD is evidently from Kitaro's FRCM THE
FULL MOON STORY album. I failed to detect any credit being given to
Kitaro in the movie. Oh well, I hope he never sees the movie.

ROBOTMAN
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KAMA #31 from Laurine White, 5422 Colusa Way, Sacramento CA 935841
phone number (916) 332-7461

If you thought I was joking about some of those comicbook titles
several years ago, you know now that TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES
was no hoax. They're in the tv section (syndicated animation), in
the movie section (live action film from Golden Harvest), comics pass
(see somewhere on these pages), business section (re merchandising),
ads (toys). You will be seeing the Turtles everywhere this summer,
thanks to mass merchandising. I was flipping through a comics price
guide recently, noting copycat titles and critters: Geriatric Gan-
grene Judo Gerbils, Pre-Teen Dirty-Gene Kung Fu Kangeroos, Samurai
Penguin, The Sword of Zatoichi Walrus, Samurai Squirrel (defunct
titles all). Panda Khan, another comicbook character, with only four
issues so far, may get a longer life, by becoming another figure in
The Turtles action figure line-up (like Usagi Yojimbo). Panda Khan
will also appear in a few future Turtles episodes. The action figurs:
appears in toystores in June.

Recent cable movies: POLICE ACADEMY 6 - I only managed to see
the last half hour of this. The walking sound effects machine has =
hilarious fight with one martial arts villain, both of them small znd
quick. The hero does the dubbed dialog bit, with the mouth moving but
no foreign dialog, until the dubbed voice kicks in. The two leap hizh
into the air at each other. They also fight with staffs. This
encounter may have been the high point of the movie,

TRUE BELIEVER caught my attention despite my initial lack of
interest in a lawyer who defends real slimepalls and takes pride in
getting them off. Then he takes the case of an innocent man impri-
soned for 8 years for killing scmeone in New York Chinatown. Suppesed-
ly, the defendant's motivation was a bid to get into a Chinatown garse.
But he's Korean, not Chinese. The lawyer asks one witness, couldn't
he tell the defendant was Korean, not Chinese, by his facial bone
structure? Objection - the witness isn't an expert on Asian facial
features. (The actor playing the defendant isn't Chinese, but not
Korean either. He's Japanese.) James Woods gives a fine performance
as the obsessed lawyer.

FEAR CITY is a sleazy little movie made in 1984, with Tom
Berenger as a former boxer, now co-owner of an agency vroviding
strippers to night clubs and bachelor parties. Cne of the strippers,
and his love interest, is played Melanie Griffith, who spends more
than enougt screen time wearing only a g-string. A martial artist/
psycho has been killing his strippers with a knife (why?), and even
slays one with a samurai sword. So Berenger gets into shape t¢ box
him one-on-cne, and avenge his girls. (Why not just carry a gun tc
blow the psycho dude away?) The camera cuts between Berencer train-
ing and the martial artist trainine, I guess, to make the viewer
eacger to see their inevitable confrontation. It's the boxer vs the
kicker (high kicks and srin kicks). The m/a killer sgoes throusgh a
bunch of ridiculous moves as he and the boxer cirecle. What's wrong
with simply taking a defensive stance instead of showing off? The
boxer pummels the kicker to death. (Now you don't have to waste time
watching this.) Billy Dee Williams is wasted as a homicide detec-
tive. Other familiar faces are Jack Scalia, Rossano Brazzi, and Jan
Murray.

Bookst BLACK DRAGCON by Kirk Mitchell, Dell Books, Novemter 198%.
This is set at Manzanar detention camp in 1944, One night 2 men are
murdered, a Japanese, and*wbcamp commander. These events lead Jared
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Campbell, an officer stationed at the camp, on a search for answers,
from ‘L.A. tc the San Franciscc Presidioc, to reveal a conspiracy by
certain politicians and military to, first, convince the public that
the Japanese-American population was a socurce of spies and satoteurs,
even if the evidence was faked; two, ship the Japancse-Americans to
itolated detention camps; three, take over the property of the detain-
ees and profit from it. The novel is much more than a good murder
mystery/conspiracy tale. Manzanar as a setting is convincingly real.
The reader doesn't feel the setting is a pale imitation of reality.
The war between Owens Valley and L.A. over water rights simmers, far
from being history. One soldier returns to Manzanar after being
invalided out of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team. Several people
leave, having volunteered to work on the East Coast. I didn®t know
people could leave Manzanar for other reasons than joining the mili=-
tary. There were a few things I knew about Manzanar, but BLACK
DRAGON brought the camp, the people to 1life. I highly recommend it.

- OPIUM by Tony Cohan (Pinnacle Books, Scptember 1988) isn't quite
as convincingly set in 1963, but it tries. There are a few lapses,
such as a reference to "chop socky" (I don't think the term was ccined
until the kung fu craze in the 70s). Three people become trapped like
flies in the web of the opium trade: Peter and Su Lin, the offsprins
of a Hong Kong drug kingpin, and Jim Cross, blackmailed intc smugglins
a suitcase from Tangiers to California. Peter must become an unwill-
ing replacement drug lord after his father's assassination. Su Lin is
a pawn in the struggle between Chinese and Corsicans to dominate Asian
opium coperations. ©She is no longer allowed to have an independent
life as a San Francisco artist. She and Jim (love at first sight) meet
in San Francisco and spend 3 fabulous days together, before she is
kidnaped and returned to Hong Kong by the family drug organization,
specifically on the orders of the story's main villain, Left-Hand
Chen, her father's ¥7¢¥f left-hand man. (There has tc be at least one
sinister Asian character, and here he ig, head of the Sun Yee Cn Tcng,
ambitious enough to try to control the world market in opium.) Jim
Cross takes a ship to Kyoto, to meet Su Lin's godfather, John Quincy
Adams Terhune, Asian scholar and sometime opium addict. In a scene
right out of THE YAKUZA, tattocoed gangsters attack them in a Japanese
bath. Jim and Terhune travel tc Hong Kong, only to be seduced by the
opium pipe in a lawless slum. Actually, Opium is the protagonist of
the novel. Its history is chronicled from the 1640s Opium War tc the
escalation of the Vietnam War in 1664, American involvement is South-
east Asia is to stcp the spread of Communism. The Chinese gansgs wel-
ccme the Americans, to prevent a Communist takeover that would mean
suprressicn of their lucrative drug trade. The stage is set for the
tragic war to follow. The novel's climax is a tyrhoon blcwing through
Honz Konz (blowing away Hong Kong), as major characters shoot each
other, avenging earlier murders, and heads roll (literally). The
riting is better than yoU'd expect from a Pinnacle/Zebra novel,

CHINA NIGHTS by Janet Rosenstock (Bantam, June 1989)/BLOCD RED
ROSE by Maxwell Grant (Fawcett, June 1987). A nurse/lady doctor,
daughter of an Irish immigrant tc Boston/American missionaries in
China, lands in Hong Kong/Shanghai in 1937/1926, takes a Chinese lova:
has a baby, is witness to Kuomintang/Japanece atrocities, spends WW I.
hiding with the Chinese Communists in the Guilin caves/Northern China,
where her medical expertise saves lives, and finds happiness after th:-
war with the Canadian pilot/American capitalist she first met early i
the story. Both Katie and Kate are "spunky" independent heroines.
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CHINA NIGHTS is a romance with an insert for the Loveswept line of
Bantam Books. Surprisingly, the descriptions of the Japanese Rape

of Nanking are horrifyingly vivid for a novel of this type. What a
pity the cover painting portrays Katie O'Farrell as an airhead. The
opening is annoying enough, with her father's continual memory of say-
ing "Katie my love", but it improves, The Japanese are scarcely mer-
tioned in BLOCD RED ROSE. The villain is the overpoweringly evil
Yang Ho, right hand man of Chiang Kai-shek, and practicing sadist.
The heroine is just a character on paper, her parents are
ghosts., I felt no emotional impact during slaughter in the streets
of Shanghai or on the Long March. Yes, here's another novel with a
white woman on the Long March. I hate to say it, but possibly the
reason the heroine never came to life is because the story was
written by a male. But his male characters weren't very believable

either.
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BIZARRO/By Piraro s e e If you are curiqus about the
existence of other apas besides
MAFFAPA, Eric L. Watts, 346 Car-
‘ penter Drive #51, Atlanta, GA

| 30328-5030, will be publishing
THE NEW MOCON DIRECTCRY, with a
listing of all the apas he has
been able to gather information

- about. THE NEW MOON DIRECTCRY
|n22z8hould be ready to mail out by
the end of August. You can order
an advance copy by sending a chec:
for $3.75 to Eric, made out to
Fric L., Watts. Maffapa will be
listed there.

AS A NINJA WARRIOR HE CANT TELL US
W& NAME, BUT HES ONE HECK OF A
BUTLER AND DARNED “HANDY WITH
 ROWDN PARTY GUESTS, "+ ..

1£-£

Mike Ploog is taking over the cow
art assignment on the LONE WOULF 4 .
CUB comic. He is working on stor /-
boards for a new American LONE W' .Z
AND CUB movie!
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HOWARD WALSDORFF, P.0. BOX 247, GREENBRIER, TN 37073-0247

BOOK REVIEW: Ninja Death Touch by Ashida Kim, A Paladin Press Book

The science of healing with the hands is a benevolent and loving

art of compassion. Each thing that exists possesses both a benevo-
lent and malevolent nature. The fabled "Death Touch" is the opposite
of healing.

Nien Jih Ssu Ch'u Chueh is a specialized Chinese art of killing with-
out leaving a trace. Literally translated, this means "Ninja Death
Touch”. To commit such an act, 5 qualities are required: the will,
the strength, the knowledge, the daring, and the silence. This book
gives the orgin and background.

The Death Touch is divided into three ways: Dim Ching, Dim Hsueh, and
Dim Mak. The nerves and nerve plexes of the body may be attacked wi:zl
devastating results. All three ways are capable of inducing death
without leaving a trace. The first method is the nerve point meth:>%,
the second is the blood gate method and the third is Chi Flow Metho..

There are two kinds of strength: the outer and the inner. The Orientals
believe that all things are desended from the Absolute (Tao). They
are divided into their positive and negative elements: Yin and Yang.

The laws of the Death Touch are discussed in this book. In Oriental
cosmology there are 5 elements opposed to the four of European alchemv.

After completing his studies in its orgin,three ways, inner strength
and the laws of the Death touch, the student studies the Hidden Hanc
System. The vital & fatal points of the body are attacked.

There are nine hand forms.

There is a chapter on the nine fatal blows. This study consists of
lessons in anatomy and physiology.

"Under heaven, all can know good as good,only because there is evil.
And all can know beauty as beauty, only because there is ugliness..."
I will review other books and articles on the Death Touch in future
A.P.A. essays.

FILM REVIEW: ESP-Y

Toho Co. Ltd., U.P.A. Productions of America, Original Story by Sakyc
Kamatsu, Screenplay by: Ei Ogawa, Produced by: Tom Tanaka, Directed ="
Jun Fukuda; starring: Masao Kusakari, H} oshi Fujioka, Yumi Kaoui,

Yuzo Kayama, Tomisaburo Wakayama.

This English-dubbed film is making its rounds on local TV stations
throughoat the U.S.A. If you haven't seen it already, you most likely
will have the opportunity. Since the performers are quite popular in
Japanese films and television shows, it is obvious the film was made
approximately 10 to 12 years ago. The plot is simple the good guys
that possess ESP are fighting the bad guys with ESP. The villains wan-
to eliminate the ordinary people. The powers of telepathy, teleportat:
and extra sensory perception are dramatized to the point of supernatu.
Entertaining.
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THE CHARLIE CHAN COLLECTION

A1l the suspects are gathered in one room. After recounting each one's
participation in the homicide case, the oriental sleuth abruptly stops,
squarely faces one of them, and calmly but firmly declares, "You are
médrderer!" Now exposed, the guilty party suddenly breaks down and confesses
or makes a desperate but bungling attempt to escape. It's the standard end-
ing of yet another Charlie Chan movie.

Yes, the Charlie Chan movies were formula, but the formula has continued to
entertain audiences for more than half a century. Now with the release of
seven Charlie Chan films on Key Video, and the possibility of more to come,
Charlie Chan is pleasing viewers on home video. A1l seven films are among
those Chan films made at Fox and are considered superior to those later made
at Monogram. The video quality is very good and each movie is nicely package
with a special dossier, listing clues, suspects, motives, etc.

Charlie Chan was first introduced to the reading public in 1925. The House
Without a Key was the first of six Charlie Chan novels by Earl Derr Biggers
written between 1925 and 1932. Chan came to the silent screen in 1926, and
later went onto the "talkies". Still later the Chan films were shown on TV
stations across the U.S.A. and now are becoming available on home video.

Chan first appeared as a supporting character in films because the movie studics
at that time were afraid to present an Oriental on the screen as a protagomis:
except in small doses. At that time Orientals were usually cast as menial
people or cunning villains. It wasn't until 1931, that Charlie Chan was mign-
lighted as the leading character in a film when Swedish actor, Warner OTand,
started playing Chan in a series of 16 feature films. After Oland's death,
actor Sidney Toler replaced him as Chan in 11 films at Fox and later 11 more
films at Monogram. Roland Winters played Chan in the final 6 films at Mono-
gram. Warner Oland's portrayal of Chan was very much !a wolf in sheep's
clothing", outwardly he was amiable and polite, almost to the point of sufs~
servience. Ultimately, though, he demonstrated he was cunning. Sidney Toler's
portrayal was different. He didn't hide his cleverness, he flaunted it.

Roland Winter's interpetation deliberately almost satirized the characterizatior

Asian-American actors played members of Charlie Chan's family. Keye Luke plaved
Lee Chan, the number one son and was introduced in Charlie Chan in Paris.

Victor Sen Yung later played Jimmy Chan, number two son, when Sidney Toler plave
Charlie Chan. Benson Fong later joined the series as one of the sons. Keye
Luke who played Lee, in many of Oland's films, was an asset. The exchanges
between father and son demonstrated Chan's human side. Luke was also able to
add much needed physical action since he was athletic. Lee was bungling but
lTikable and clearly devoted and loving towards his father. Keye Luke later
played in countless TV shows, and films that included his role of Master Po

in "Kung-fu" and Ernie Reyes' grandfather in "Sidekicks" (aka "The Last Efectric
Knight"). Luke even appeared on Broadway in the stage version of "The Flawer
Drum Song" but Benson Fong recreated his role in the movie version. Sen 'ung
appeared as Jimmy in ten Fox films - .th Toler. Jimmy was more bungling tham
Lee, and added more comedy relief to the films. Toler's portrayal of Cham was
very critical of Jimmy, but there were still many scenes displaying genuime
familial devotion between them. Sen Yung had an amiable personality.




Robert Walsdorff
Page 2

I highly recommend the seven offerings of Charlie Chan films now available
from Key Video.

Charlie Chan in Paris :

Many strange crimes are committed in the sewers of Paris. Who is knocking
off bankers and beautiful women faster than Charlie can tell an auphorism?
There aren't any lack of suspects - including a mysterious crippled soldier
who seems to turn up everywhere.

Charlie Chan's Secret
Fortune hunters, fortune tellers, and a man who tells fortunes. Charlie
- keeps his spirits up by catching a killer at a seance.

Charlije Chan at the Opera
A phantom Turks behind the opera house walls, but Detective Chan rings the
curtain down by making the killer sing.

Murder QOver New York

CharTie uncovers a worm in the Big Apple. It's the World War 2 time and
saboteuers are knocking allied planes out of the air. Charlie must dis=-
cover which suspect is actually Paul Narvo, the mastermind behind the
scheme.

Charlie Chan at the Wax Museum

CharTlie may literally lose face when he is the target of a revengeful
killer during a broadcast in a wax museum. Charlie proves though that
he is no dummy.

Charlie Chan in Rio
Who is driving a Brazilain nuts? Who stabbed a Latin backstabber in the
back? Charlie literally smokes out the killer.

Castle in the Desert

Number two son wants the relaxation of a good murder case. He gets one,
complete with black cats, torture chambers, and a 1ist of suspects that
are definitely stranger than most families living in gothic castles in
the middle of the Mohave Desert!

The Charlie Chan movies have maintained a popularity to this day that outshime:
most of the major films of its day. As Chan would say, "Insignificant molehfl!
sometimes more important than conspicious mountain."
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Greetings everyone, hope this finds you all in the wvery best of health
and spirits, and enjoying the JOYS cf Spring...though in MY case, it feels
mora like we've hopped, skipped and jumped our way right into Summer, in a
warde..its been Hot.

So, what's new here on "da rock?"” As far as Martial Aris movies and
telavision programs go, not rmuich.... along with the rest of the Country, I'm
sare the children here are anxiously awaiting the TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES
¥ovie *o hit our theatres, so far though, though we've seen TMMNT cersal, cookies,
tee-snirts and action figures in practically every other store, no movie.
Personally, though I enjoy tunning into the cartoon whenewer I can, I cun't
secm to get very excited over Muppet-like Ninja Turtles, even if I am cur-

Ious as tec who's in the costumes, (they have to have some passible Martial
Arts metion skills te look convinecing right?) sc this is one movie I won't be
too0=9 depressed about missing...

Speaking about missing, BLIND FURY found its way into one of our theatres
recently, and as usuel, I wasn't eble to see it,(maybe I should list all the
Yartiel Artes movies I MISS, each issue huh?) but judging from the clips I've
secn, and the fact that it was here for at least a week or two, (some films
rave left our fair City after just 3 days) I think it would be safe to say
that it seemed like a pretty amusing and popular film, at least emong Hilo-isnus.
(The sccompanying movie review was taken from one of the Honolulu newspspers,

I don't recall seeing a review in our loeal peper, I guess our local movie
eritic isn't much of a Martial Arts Movie fan) I guess most of us grew up
watehing the movies of the "Master", ol' ZATOICHI himself...and though, we

mey hsve similar views with the Movie Critie,(of FURY being a fair immitation)
anytiing resembling one of his movies, we'd wetch with nostalgic fondness.
(Even the Man's recent drug arrest may not have made too=-o hig/deep a dent

in his popularity, for some fans) I'll be looking forward to reading what those
of you who did get to see the film, have to say okay?

Okay, whatelse? Well, the programs on television have more or less
remained unchanged from the last time I mentioned what was playing on our air-
yaves here... with the exception of a new program on Thursday nights. TSUKI
UMAYA OEN JIKEN CHO , is basicelly about a trio who operate an eatery, located
in the Yoshiwara quarters. Oen (played by Yamaoto Yoko) is the beautiful
roprietress of the resturant, she's also a bill/debt collecter... it is she,
=er cook Shingoro (played by Yamashiro Shingo) and his helper Matenosuke
(played by Takuma Shin) who go after thé real sleezely, evil characters in
the Gay districts It hasn't been on all that long, and I missed the first
few episodes, so I can't tell you much sbout it, but maybe by next issue, I'll
be sble to elaborate...all I can say for now, is that in terms of Martial Arts
acticr...it seems to resemble MITO KOMON in thet the two male characters use
more Aikido -and-Judo- like movements than swords...Yoke's character is supposed
to be quite proficent with a. sword, but so far, all I've seen , is her using
a sort of clawed spike on the end of scme rope,which she throws and wraps
around the MAIN Baddie's throat...I'1l have to watch a few more episodes and
get back to you all on that... right now though, I think its time to move on
%o the next person's contribution, I know I'm looking forward to doing that,
so heres hoping that all stays well for you, and that you all have a GREAT
time these next 3 months.



‘Fury’:

: ®
American-made
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Zatoichi’ ripoff
Bigenioge T T e o R T
just can’t cut 1t

The only thing that sets
“Blind Fury” just a -bit:apart
from other mystic, mumbo-jum-
bo, martial-arts actioners is that
it's a direct steal from the Zato-
ichi films.

Zatoichi is the famous Japa-
nese blind swordsman. Passing
around the countryside as a
lowly masseur and sometime
gambler, he's a minor league
battler for -justice and compas-
sion in. a -world that may be
gloomier for those who can see
it than those who can not.

Like the best of Japanese
swordsmen, Zatoichi can cut an
opponent in.sections with his
hidden .cane sword so deftly
that the foe will walk several
steps- before he literally falls
aparts ,

Mr. Miyagi may be able to
catch a fly with chop sticks;
Zatoichi can dissect it in less
time than it takes to say,
“Wanna see me do it again?”
That Zatoichi does it all by ear
(with some help from his nose),
adds immeasurable ‘pleasure to
his improbable adventures.

And, to spice things up, the
“real” Zatoichi — or at least
the real Japanese actor who
has portrayed him in dozens of
films since the 1960s, Shintaro
Katsu — just got caught with
something dopey in his under-
shorts at Honolulu Airport.

Wonder if any of the dozens
©t drooling Japanese news
hounds are still in town after
Katsu's latest court appearance
to catch a showing of “Blind
Fury.” They'll quickly realize it
is'but a pale copy.

‘Good American movies have
been remade from Japanese
vetrsions, notably the western

Rutger Hauer stars as Nick
Parker in the new “Blind Fury.”

“The 'Magnificent Seven” from
Kurosawa's “The Seven Samu-
rai.” A string of spaghetti

- Westerns were made from “Yo-

jimbo” and “Sanjuro,” Toshiro
Mifune vehicles.

The rub with “Blind Fury” is
that the blind swordsman story
has been transported from pre-
modern times to the present, as
well .as transfered from Japan
to America.

When Zatoichi takes on a
gang of cowardly swordsmen in
the gloom behind the local su-
shi shop and (slash, slash, stab,
stab) cuts them to ribbons, you
think, “No, no that can't
be....well, maybe.”

When Nick Parker, his
American altir-ego, goes up
against a gang of white-trash
hoodlums armed with automatic
weapons (b-b-b-bam, bam,
boom, boom, boom), it takes
more than your everyday sus-
pension of disbelief to accept
that he could get away un-
scathed, much less cut them up.

Oh, all right, let's say our

It’s robbery,

1 JOSEPH T.
| ROZMIAREK

guy is deft enough to duck the
light artillery. Chuck Norris
and Arnold Schwarzenegger do
it all the time. But when, in the
finale, the blind swordsman
goes scabbard-to-scabbard with
a real Japanese master swords-
man (Sho Kosugi in a guest ap-
pearance), the implausibility
goes way overboard.

Parker is played by Rutger
Hauer, the Dutch-born actor
(“Soldier of Orange,” “Blade
Runner,” “The Hitcher”) who
has specialized in mechanical
roles in low-grade action films.
Here, he has to show a little
more sensitivity, but may not
be up to the task.

His character is supposed to
have been blinded in Vietnam
and listed as missing in action.
Instead, he was saved by a
friendly jungle tribe which
nursed him back to life and
taught him to listen real good
and swing a mean sword. Natu-
rally, he only does so when
provoked and only bad guys
ever get cut.

Twenty years later, Nick is
looking up an old war bucdy
(Terrance O'Quinn from “The
Stepfather”). The buddy is now
a chemist being forced to pro-
duce gigantic quantities of de-
signer drugs to pay off



ELWOOD

poorly executed

gambling debts in Reno.

To keep the chemist in line,
thugs try to kidnap his 10-
vear-old son. Nick arrives in
time to keep the boy out of the
goons’ clutches but not in time
to save the chemist's estranged
wife.

The blind man and the boy
(who starts out as Dennis the
Menace and ends up tamer than
John Boy Walton) set out on
across country to reunite father
and son, save Dad from the
gangsters and return peace 10
the known world.

“Blind Fury” was directed by
Australian Phillip Noyce, who
last year did the stylish sea-
bourne thriller “Dead Calm.”
Noyce may be weak on nuance
but he knows how to keep the
action moving. The screenplay

4s credited to Charles Robert

Carner, with only a prefunctory
bow to the tale’s Japanese ori-
gins.

Th-se who are familiar with
the Zatoichi films — and enjoy
them — will find some small
pleasure in seeing how various
trademark characteristics and
situations have been adapted
here. '

Those who don’t have much
stomach for severed limbs fly-
ing across the room and other
delicate examples of ‘the
swordsman'’s skill, should close
their eyes to “Blind Fury.”
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PSL author publishes ﬁZmEmu Hm_mm

i 1.“ uq Jessica Armstrong surprises and twists.” researching the subject and will always be a lascination
P of the News stalf : - Ninjas were Japan’s first ... writing about ninjas for with ninjas. People love peril.
S T police force, Jackson said. karate and action magazines. So  IUs the notion that you must -
_..C ~) N ‘e cAring Experts in martial arts, they it took only a few months to use all your strengths and wits
T " hooded would hire themselves outas +  write Ninja Men of Iga. In when the odds are stacked
0\ black mercenaries and spies. addition to using his own . against you,”
- cloaks . “Japan 1600 A.D. — when - library, Jackson obtains From 11 a.m. until 3 p.m.
L and bloods ties shifted like the wind,  information from the curator on Saturday, Jackson will
] .rswinging - 'the Ninja Fuma Kotaro and - _of Japanese history, at the autograph copies of his book
¢ o . swords, ~  his band stood for honor nw&smﬂ >=m:m:n= National Library,  at B, Dalton Bookseller at the
: 2P they '!anarmy o_. samurai + '\ + Jackson is currently writing Treasure Coast Square mall
m_mw.nn_ traitors and enemies. - warriors,” reads :..n : .. _an articleabout martial arts . in Jensen Beach, It's also
They were the ninjas — . .ntroductory, = " i, ' expert Bruce Lee. He's also availoble at Bookstyles in
commandos of ancient ._m?.s . Chapters it this _:m_ozam_ . i researching a murder’that took Port S Lucie. i
who lived- _,c_. amzmnq and . - fiction have some an_uﬁ.ﬁ::m, . place in Atlanta at E@EE of Most bookstores stock !
X _dq_wcn 3 s titles: “The Archer,” “A . ... _.—.-m century. T U A Ninja Men of Iga in their young
j ‘Ninja men E.a m_oﬁmnn— in . « Traitor Within,” and “The »Jackson'éarned a master’s /- adult section. The book was
|+ .books,'movies, magazines and :  !Penalties’ omHmscEsnm. e nnmnmn in communication _.8:.. . written for 11-year-old readers
*comics. Port'St, Lucie author % Several action writers :m<n the University of Central ! .and up. Ninja Men of Igais’ - " -
Mark Jackson, 37, shares this '\ written favorable comments -. " :Florida in Orlando. Soft vnowm: _published by Dragon Books and
~“fascination. He _.anm_:_w “about Jackson’s book, including * - and laid-back, Jackson is . distributed by Charles Tuttle
A0 published a paperback book ‘Donald Hamilton, author of . nothing like his protagonists. of London. The book is being
3 called Ninja Men Of Iga ~the Matt Helm series, whichis - When not busy spinning tales distributed throughout the
under his pen name Kano set in Florida, =~ . about ancient Japanese battles, ~ United States and possibly
Shinichi. . ' ¢ ~The ninjas were nearly - he takes ballroom dancing Australia, where books and
“I'm fascinated with the extinct 100 years after Jackson’s  lessons. = . * movies about ninjas are popular,
genre of pursuit thrillers, the story takes place. They either =~ . Eventually Jackson plansto  Jackson said. His book was
story of one man ﬁ_._a_._nn_ by faded out becausé of the peace - - seek employment with an accepted for publication in 1986,
hundreds,” Jackson explained. that Japan experienced for the . advertising agency. No ‘matter but was delayed because of a
- “If you enjoy the Rambo- . first time in centuries, or they .~ what he does, he will always find = postal strike in London.
_ \A | * ‘series and Die Hard—both the  were destroyed by rivalry ~ .~ time to write about ninjas. - “Charles Tuttle has been in
" _ books and the movies — you . . between clans. One ninja clan = <+ *“This book will be the - £ operation since 1832 and they
X W will enjoy Ninja Men of [ga: - - still exists and can trace its = | foundation for what I doin - publish most wérks about :
\~ There’s plenty of action and. - origin back to the _mcc.f it ._._ the future..It’s giving me . Japan,” said Jackson, whois -

i)
N ﬂ\rd lots of weaponry. The.catand ' Jackson said. =~ .. . negotiating power for other planning a sequel. The book
J, 7| mouseelement. _nmam tomany For years, he’s been * ... projects,” Jackson said. “There  sells fo, ©8.95.
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Friends, old and new,

Jell, we know what he looks like now don't we?
On February 28, The Port St. Iucie News carried yours truly and
his book. I had a book signing at a local B Dalton's on lMarch
3 and, thanks in part to the article, we had a sellout of the
twenty copies available in three hours. .I am writing this
contribution on May 2, a Jednesday. On Datu“dav and Sunday,
I'11l have another signing at the local Albertson's (2 com--
bination supermarket, bank, pharmacy and hardware store). ie'll
try to sell fifty copies there.

The current movie rage is TEENAGE MUTANT
NINJA TURTLES. Those who have seen the film may recall the
character Tatsu. He was the second-in-command to the villainous
Shreadder. The actor who portmayed him was the martial artist
Toshishiro Obata. Obata-san has written books for Dragon such
as CRIISCN STEEL and NAKED BLADE. He also wrote the introduction
to NINJA--MEN OF IGA. I just learned this the other day. The
folks at Dragon Books like to spring these little surprizes from
time-to-time. The film 1is excellent. The Turtles create. their
own little world with % its own vocabulary (somewhat like DUNE),
Perfect blend of comic relief and martial arts action. I was
looking for Obata and he did an excellent job in portraying the
villain. All-in-all, it is worth seeing again (and again).

ditcs A A

I am on the horns of a dil@ema (and it hurts.
I have some free time now, but I'll be leaving for a trip to sell
the book next week and we're preparing for it now. ILet me make
this contribution a two--parter and run the article with my next
contribution. I've had to sit on distributors to get the books
stocked so they can ship them out (e.g. they didn't reach Albert-
son's until yesterday). But MAFFAPA is always on my mind so I
must keep in contact with everyone out there. At any rate, I'll
leave now with some GREZAT ART. Can't wait until next timel
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A sample off the Associated Press wire of interesting news.

Hmong
Traditions
Result in
Body

Exhumation

1/24/90

ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) - A pre-
school teacher’s body was exhumed
and photographs of her Hmong
pupils were removed from the casket
to help lift the curse that the young-
ster’s parents believed the children
were !

The grave of Headstard teacher
Charlotte Bell, 61, was opened Tues-
day at the urging of several of the
parents, who are from the mountains
of Laos in Southeast Asia.

Burying a beloved picture “is an
honor to a lot of people” but a
“disgrace and dishonor to the
Hmong,” said Angela Mann, director
of the local Headstart program.

“The parents felt their children
were cursed. They would have bad
luck for the rest of their lives. I didn't
want that on my head.” Bell had
been hospitalized in December for

eumonie. She received a get-well
card made by a colleague, Mann
said. Shaped like a Christmas tree,
the card included photos of her 36
students, more than 20 of them
Hmong.

Bell died of a stroke Jan. 1 and her
family tucked the card in the casket
before the burial at Crystal Lake
Cemetery in Minneapolis.

Hmong parents learmed the
pictures had been buried and
demanded them back. Burying the
pictures separated the children from
their spirits, exposing them to bad
luck, illness and early death, they
said.

Sixteen children were kept home
by their parents unless they were
reunited with their spirits, Mann
said.

The $700 for the exhurnation was
raised from private sources, Mann
said. She said she tracked down
Bell’s son in Mexico for permission
to exhume the body.

“Her son readily agreed. Her sister
and brother weren't too happy about
it, but they didn’t do anything about
it,” Mann said.

Two officials from Lao Family
Community, a Hmong social agen-
cy, were there when the pictures
were removed and performed a
spiritcalling ceremony using eggs,
rice and incense to lure the spirits out
of the grave along with the photos.

The process of calling back the
children’s spirits requires two more
steps, one requiring the photos.

But Mann said Headstart can't
release the photos without written
permission from each parent, and the
children won't return to school until
the ceremonies are complete.

A meeting with Lao Family

Community will be held to resolve

the problem, she said.

Conspicuous
Consumption the
Rule in Cash-
Rich Hong Kong

An AP Exira
By Dan Biers
An Associated Press Writer
2/5/00

HONG KONG (AP) - Walk into
any 7-Eleven store in this British
colony, look past the Slurpee
machine to the liquor selection and
siart counting; chances are up to a
dozen brands of French cognac will
be on display.

Welcome to Hong Kong, where
prosperity and an obsession with
status blend to create what may be
the world’s capital of conspicuous
consumption.

Cognac flows like water, luxury
cars jam the streets, pricy protable
telephones are the rage and droves of
people spend small fortunes on
flashy wristwatches.

“There’s a lot of ostentatious
display among Hong Kong
people...because the achievement of
wealth is such a driving force in
people’s lives,” explained S.K.
Cheong, head of marketing for Tele-
vision Broadcasts Lid., the territ-
ory’s No. 1 television station.

A recent international survey
conducted by the marketing firm
Backer Spielvogel Bates Worldwide
found that nearly half of Hong Kong
cople say owning expensive cars and
jewelery are important goals.

Only one-third of Japanese and
one-quarter of Americans surveyed
felt the same way.

Jere are the stats that tell the story:

About 12 percent of the private
cars on Hong Kong roads are
Mercedes-Benz, which cost from
nearly $40,000 to more than three
times that amount, according to C.P.
Moore, managing director of the
local dealership.

“As far as we know, that is the
highest penetration on Earth for
Mercedes,” he said.

Nearly 1,000 Rolls Royce
luxury automobiles, which can cost
almost $400,000, cruise the local
streets, giving this tiny British
colony of 5.7 million people the
“highest concentration of Rolls
Royces in the world,” said Russell
Blythe, sales and marketing manager
of the Hong Kong dealer.

Nearly 50 brands of wristwatch-
es, most of them among the priciest
on the market, were advertised on
Hong Kong's four television chan-
nels last year.

Bulgari, and exclusive Italian
manufacturer of Jewelry, has two
stores in Hong Kong and eight for the
rest of the world. The most popular
Bulgari watches cost about $4,500
but are often out of stock here.

About 100 fur retailers are listed
in the 1990 telephone book of this
sub-troical city, whose climactic
claim to fame is stifiling heat and
humidity for much of the year.

About 70,000 hand-held prot-
able telephones, which generally
cost $1,500 or more, have been sold
in Hong Kong, although pay phones

and community phones are
ubiquitous.
Per capita consumption of cognac

is widely believed to be the highest in
the world, with 357,000 cases of
brandy entering the colony last year,
or slightly more than one bottle per
person age 20 or older.

Shelves of neighborhood food
stands are often stocked with bottles
priced at $200.

In explaining such sales, local
analysts not that the rapid growth of
Hong Kong’s export-led economy in
the past decade made millionaires of
many local entrepreneurs and left
countless other people with money to
spend. The low business and person-
al tax rates in the colony have
ensured a high level of disposable
mcome.

Byt the thirst for status, or “face,”
among the local Chinese appears to
be the main driving force behind the
colony’s consumption.

“When they have accumulated
some wealth they like to spend it on
visible things to show off,” says
Joseph Wan, finance director for
Dickson Concepts Ltd., which has
recorded 50 percent compound
annual growth for the past five years
by selling expensive name brands in
Hong Kong and elsewhere in the
region.

Still, the local demand for status-
enhncing products may not be limit-
less. Sales of some luxury goods fell
afier Chinese ftroops ruthlessly
quashed the pro-democracy move-
ment in Beijing, and the long-term




health of the market is unclear with
Hong Kong being handed over to
Communist China in 1997.

But for now, capitalism and
conspicuous consumption remain
very much alive in the territory.

“I see it as a beauty of Hong Kong
rather than a minus,” said James J.S.
Wong, host of the popular late-night
talk show “No Restrictions
Tonight.” “You work hard and you
make your fortune, and now you're
allowed to show that.

“It’s another form of free-
dom.”

Disturbances
Reported in Far
Western China

040590

BEUING (AP) — Ethnic distur-
bances have taken place recently in
Moslem areas of China’s far western
border with the Soviet Union, a
Western diplomat confirmed today.

The diplomat, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity, said an official
from the Xinjiang Uygur Autonom-
ous Region had acknowledged there
was truth to reports that civil unrest
had occurred in the area.

The diplomat could provide no
other details of the disturbances,
which took place in the past few days
around Kashgar, a bazaar city near
China’s arid border with the Soviet
republics of Tadzhikistan and
Kirghizia.

More than half Xinjiang's popula-
tion of 14 million are from the
Uygur, Hui and other Moslem
groups with close ethnic ties to
Soviet Moslems. Moslem riots
occurred in Urumgqi last May and
relations between local minorities
and the Beijing government have
long been tense.

Officials of the Foreign Affairs
Office in Urumgi, the capital of
Xinjiang, neither confirmed nor
denied the recent disturbances,
saying only that it was ‘‘not clear’’
when asked whether troops had been
sent in to quell rioting.

An official of Xinjiang’s govern-
ment office in Beijing, asked if
reports that Kashgar had been closed
to foreigners were true, replied, “‘I
don’t know.'"

The China International Tourist
Service claimed foreign tourists
could still go to Kashgar but said
they would have to take a 700-mile
bus trip from Urumgi.

The Chinese government has
barred all forcign journalists and
diplomats from traveling to Xinjiang
since the outbreak of ethnic unrest in
adjacent republics of the Soviet
Union.

The sparsely populated desert
province also borders Tibet, another
province where resentment against
Chincse rule has erupted into
violence in recent years.

Xinjiang officials in recent
months have repeatedly wamed of
scparalists trying to stir up trouble.

Xinjiang's delegates to the just-
concluded annual session of China’s
legislature called for increased vigi-
lance against “‘a small number of
separatists who present the greatest
threat to Xinjiang's stability."

The region’s Communist Party
chicf, Song Hanliang, said after a
tour of Kashgar and other arcas of
southern Xinjiang in February that
“‘every place and work unit now has
some ‘hot spot’ problems.’’

He called for strengthened control
over religious activities, saying the
government must not allow religion
to be used to promote scparatist
tendencies.

DAY OF INFAMY:
Sony Apologizes
for Using Dec. 7 as
Example in its Manual

wir 04 03 90 .
By MICHAEL MORAN

Associated Press Writer

PARK RIDGE, N.J. (AP) — The
Berlin Wall, the Warsaw Pact and
other legacies of World War II are
fading fast, but some things live in
infamy, as Sony Corp. of America
was recently reminded.

The Japanese electronics
company acknowledged Monday
that it apologized to a customer for
using Dec. 7 — the date of Japan's
attack on Pear] Harbor — as an
example in an owners manual
explaining how to set the date on its
videocassette recorders.

Sony’s apology came in response
to a complaint by Scott L. Edelheit, a
Boca Raton, Fla., man who said his
father was killed at Pear]l Harbor in
1941.

The date was inadvertently used in
the Japanese-printed manual for a
VCR Edelheit had bought, said Jason
Farrow, a spokesman at Sony’s U.S.
headquarters in Park Ridge.

““We try to be sensitive on these
issues,”’ he said. **It would be irra-
tional for anyone to think that a
company that does 25 percent of its
business in the United States would
ever intentionally do anything like
[hat_"

Farrow said Sony had not deter-
mined whether the mistake occurred
at its Tokyo office or whether the
date was changed by the printer.

Ken Iwaki, Sony deputy president
in Tokyo, told Edelheit in his letter
that the company ‘‘has told the
concerned people in Tokyo to be
more careful and not to let this
happen again.”

Edelheit has an unlisted phone
number and could not be reached for
comment.

Two Executed
in China for
Selling Panda Pelts

BEUING (AP) — Two Sichuan
farmers lost court appeals and were
executed for selling the skins of giant
pandas, a newspaper reported today.

Liang Yongzheng and He Guang-
hai, from Pingwu County in the
southwest Chinese vince, were
sentenced to death in October for
dealing in the endangered species.

The Legal Daily said the two were
executed on Monday after losing
appeals in the Sichuan provincial
court and the Supreme Court.

It said Liang bought a panda skin
in January 1987 for 4,500 yuan
(8957) and together with an accomp-
lice sold it in Canton for 80,000 yuan
(817,000).

He was caught later that year when
he bought three more pelts for 7,000
yuan ($1,500) and tried to sell them
for 280,000 yuan ($59,600).

He Guanghai was involved in
similar transactions in southeastern
Guangdong province, where Canton
is located, and coastal Fujian
province.

Two of Liang's accomplices were
previously sentenced to life in
prison.

Only about 1,000 giant pandas
still survive in the wilds of Sichuan
and neighboring Tibet. The Chinese
government has forbidden hunting
of the species, and Sichuan courts
have dealt out harsh punishments to
people caught killing or selling the
animals.

Executions in China are usually
carried out with a bullet to the back
of the head.
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Nepalese Celebrate
Return to Multi-

party System
By VIJAY JOSHI
Associated Press Writer

KATMANDU, Nepal (AP) —
Tens of thousands of Nepalese para-
ded through Katmandu in a delirium
of joy today, chanting *‘Victory,
Victory’® to celebrate the govern-
ment’s agreement to establish a
multiparty system.

In a stunning announcement just
two days after police killed as many
as 200 pro-democracy prolesters,
King Birendra told the people of this
Himalayan land on Sunday that he
was lifting a 29-year ban on political
partics.

The city sprung to life early today
after a two-day curfew was lifted, but
a doctor at Bir Hospital said security
forces had opened fire on celebrants
Sunday night, killing at least one
person and wounding two.

The doctor said the people who
brought the casualties to the hospital
reported that at least 10 others were
killed and their bodies taken away by
troops. The report could not be
confirmed and police denied there
was any firing.

Hundreds of processions by foot,
cars and motor-powered rickshaws
wound through the capital’s main
streets this moming.

““Today we will celebrate our
freedom. We have no definite plan,
but we only want to cxpress our
joy,”" said Yagya Nidhi Duhal, his
face smeared with red powder used
by Nepalese during celebrations.

Most other processionists, includ-
ing several Westemn tourists, sported
the powder mark on their forcheads.

On Friday, police opened fire on a
crowd of more than 200,000 people
who were marching toward the royal
palace to  demand  greater
democracy.

Witnesses said as many as 200
people were killed but the govern-
ment said only 10 people died and
107 were wounded. It was Nepal’s
worst bloodshed in more than a
century.

The movement for greater demo-
cracy was launched Feb. 18 by the
Nepali Congress Party and the
United Left Front, a coalition of left-
wing partics.

Late Sunday, marchers carried the
red and white flags of the Nepali
Congress, hugged each other and
shouted: “‘Panchayat thieves go
back. Hang the Panchayat,” refer-

ring to the partyless national assemb-
ly, the Rashtriya Panchayat.

*“When I was born 30 years ago, I
could not breathe. Today I am like a
free bird. I am so happy I want to
fly,"  schoolteacher =~ Nagendra
Amatya said at Bir Hospital, where
he had gone to meet the top Nepali
Congress leader, Ganesh Man Singh.

Singh, who had led the movement
from his hospital bed for the past
week, walked out of his room today
for the first time to greet people, who
kissed his hands and cried with joy.
He had been under house arrest
before being taken to the hospital for
treatment of arthritis and a urinary
infection.

*‘Our responsiblity has increased.
The struggle for democracy was
difficult, but it will be more difficult
to maintain the democracy,”” the
75-year-old Singh said as he slowly
walked out of his ward.

He said the future course of action
would be decided later.

Foreign Minister Pashupati Rani
said Sunday that elections for the
yet-undissolved national assembly
would be held soon, but gave no date.
The opposition said it was ending its
protesis.

Four top opposition leaders met
with King Birendra for an hour on
Saturday  night  before the

. announcement.

““This will be the advent of human
rights and freedom of speech in
Nepal,”” said Sahana Pradhan, a
member of the United Left Front and
the only woman opposition leader to
meel the king.

For 50 days, hundreds of thou-
sands of people had taken part in
demonstrations for a new political
system in Nepal, where the monar-
chy wielded almost absolute power.

There had been demonstrations in
the past, but support was limited to
students and a small circle of politi-
cal agitators. The current campaign
drew doctors, lawyers and teachers
who went on strike.

Then, the pilots of Royal Air
Nepal walked off their jobs,
followed by staffers in several state-
run banks and even govemment
ministries.

Birendra, 44, is the heir of the
Shaha dynasty that has held the
throne since the middle of the 18th
century.

Until Sunday, political parties had
been banned and the king had ruled
with the rubber stamp National
Assembly. Birendra selected one-
fifth of the assembly’s members. The
rest were elected on a nonparty basis,
but political observers said all candi-
dates were approved by the palace.
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Square Opens
Under heavy
Surveillance

By JIM ABRAMS
Associated Press Writer

BEUING (AP) — Tiananmen
Square reopened today with armed
police maintaining a conspicuous
presence among sparse rainy-day
crowds.

The vast square was closed to the
general public on Sunday, a day
overseas dissidents had asked
students and others to *‘stroll”
through it in a silent protest over the
military suppression last June of the
pro-democracy movement.

On Sunday, the city instead
brought in some 5,000 schoolchil-
dren who banged cymbals and beat
drums as part of ceremonies to
encourage civic enthusiasm for the
Asian Games to be held in Beijing in
September.

Chinese offices and factories told
people to stay away from the square
on Sunday and warned they should
not go to Tiananmen on other
anniversaries of events highlighting
the April-June democracy campaign.

As the 100-acre square reopened
today, about a dozen police vans and
jecps were parked there, and at least
10 pairs of police armed with pistols
and walkie-talkies were seen patroll-
ing the plaza.

People were not allowed to walk
around the base of the monument to
revolutionary martyrs in the center of
the square. The monument, normally
open, was guarded by about 15
police, up from the usual four
sentries.

Fire trucks with water cannons
were parked on the east side of the
square next to the history museum
and outside the Great Hall of the
People to the west. A dozen plainc-
lothes police were seen gathered next
to the Great Hall.

Small groups of Chinese and fore-
ign tourists wandered around the
square and long lines formed as usual
to see the body of Mao Tse-tung in
Mao’s mausoleum on its south end.
Crowds were thin, however, because
of the wet weather.
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Friday, March 16, 1990, at 6:00 pm
Sunday, March 18, 1990, at 3.00 pm

Untamagiru

Japan, 1989

Cast:

Untamagiru (Giru/Sanra): Kaoru Kobayashi
Chiru: Jun Togawa

Military High Commissioner: John Sayles
Malley: Chikako Aoyama

Andakue: Edie

Nishibaru: Susumu Taira

Utubasan: Yoshiko Hazama

Terurin: Rinsuke Teruya

Kijimuna: Eikou Miyasato

Director: Go Takamine

Producers: Junichi Ito and Natsuki Hariu
Screenplay: Go Takamine
Photography: Masaki Tamura
Editor: Hiroshi Yoshida

Composer: Kouji Ueno

Production Designer: Keiko Hoshino
Lighting Designer: Nariyuki Ueda
Costumes. Atsuto Yokoi

Make Up. Satomi Shiroma
Assistant Director: Henriku Morisaki

Running time: 120 minutes

A political fable laced with deliciously comic flights of Emm__n realism, Go Takamine's Untamagiru
re-interprets a popular Okinawan folk legend in the light of contemporary realities. Set in the late
Sixties, the story details the exploits of a Robin Hood-like figure who uses his supernatural gifts to
defend his people against the growing power of both the American military establishment and
Japanese commercial interests. Humans fly, or turn into animals, or develop the most peculiar
passions or addictions; ghosts and others appear as suddenly and casually as any other local
inhabitant. The world of Untamagiru is one in which mythology, dream and everyday life peacefully
co-exist.

About the filmmaker: Go Takamine was born on Ishigaki, a small island in the Okinawan chain.
While studying oil painting at the Kyoto Pedagogical University in Japan, he became interested in
filmmaking. His first film was Okinawan Dream Show, an 8mm film based on his three-year
walkabout through the Okinawan archipelago in the early seventies. This was followed, in 1976, by
Okinawan Chirudai. His first feature-length film was Paradise View (1985), followed by today’s film.
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@ SHANGHAI STORYTELL-

er Amy Harlib brings her one-

woman show, “Chinese Kung-

" to the Mar-

Fu Story Theatre,

53d St. &

Lexington Ave.). The show com-
double-edged

sword techniques, Chinese op-
tional Chinese storytelling. To-

era and martial arts with tradi-
dayat1 &2 pm. Free. (212) 877-
5997. -

ket at Citicorp Center (

bines song,

o

F YOU head over to

.Cttlcurpﬂmter

. F26
tomorrow, drop in to The

oST

Market, where Amy Harlib

(left) is performing in her

woman
Kung-Fu Story Theater.”

one-
The show combines

Market is located at 53rd

Street and Lexington

Avenue. Shows are at 1 and 2

p-m. Free; (212) 558-2330.
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10 ANNUAL IN‘TERNATIONAL FESTIVAL

MAL. J oyl
AL BJE
> /; .S‘Q_Ln '.J<:_ i\'/: o b 'Y
CA ?;’_-3. f.._ Hu AnG Euv i
*-'“:'..,r‘\"r | -f“ L i T oM,
AL _'Lv-(-' T B TP
_

"r}_.
A CELEBRATION OF

g e
R =+ (5
W r v il
My = T

| TA Lk
AN ] I

MULTICULTURAL COMMUNITIES IN NEW JER

A week ol special programs has been designed lo increase gioos!

3w

ness and promote multiculturalism among the diverse communily gicugs
by encouraging undersianding of one’s own ethnic identity and provide

information about other groups

To celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the International Festival al Raritan

Monday, April 30 7:30 p.m.
Brazil:
Tuesday, May 1 12:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, May 2 T:30 p.m.

Thursday, May 3 12:00 p.m,

T7:30 p.m.

Friday, May 4
Mi
Proi

Josr
Cilas

Saturday, May 5 8:00 p.m.

Greece

Raritan

Slide/Lecture Presentation

Valley Community College, the lollowing activities have been scheduled:

The Vanishing Amazon Jungle

Prol, Kevin Reilly
Raritan Valley Community College

Lecture Presentation
The Muslim World

Prol. Osman Ahmed
Raritan Valley Community Collage

Slhide/Lecture Presentation
Lithuania: Yesierday and Today
Prof. Val Sernas, Rutgers University

Lecture Preseniation

Slide/Lecture Presentation
Discovering People of Ecuador
Prol. Ellen McArdie

Raritan Valley Community College

Slide/Lecture Presentation
Nepal: The Land of Mystery
Dr. Tulsi R. Maharjan
Raritan Valley Community College
Lecture Presentation
Acupunclure: The Traditional Medicine
Ms. Lynn Turner-Doerr, R.N

New Hope Acupuncture Center

Arch==logy of Allantis:

d b

iviman
v Community Coliege

College Library Display
Display of tlags, books and other materials from around the world.

scensean Cultures

Woling “Bailes Espanoies”
sical Flamenco and folk dancing
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Sunday May 6, 1990 12:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Rain or Shine!! $3 Parking Fee per Car

The culmination of the week's activities highlight
the music, dance, arts and crafts, and food
representing multicultural communities of New Jersey.

Festival-goers can discover a variety of gifts and
food from around the world. Mexico, China, Japan
Poland, Vietnam, Germany, Thailand, USSR, India,
Italy, Phillipines, Kosher/Jewish Food.

FESTIVAL PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE......MAY 6th
12:00 GERMAN OM PA PA BAND
1:00 TOMOV YUGOSLAV FOLK DANCES
2:00 AFRICAN DINIZULU DANCERS, SINGERS & DRUMMERS

3:00 JANKAR- Classical & Traditional Folk Dances

of India.Presented by Lakshmi, Balasaraswati School
of Music & Dance, and members and friends of the
Somerset Indian Association.

4:00 CHINESE DRAGON DANCE- Performed by the Wu Kung
Tai Chi Ch'uan School. 2

—(CHINESE KUNG-FU STORY THEATRE} Performed by
Amy Harlib. Features the only Caucasian (with some
Chinese ancestry) to combine song, double-edged
sword techniques, Chinese Opera gestures, and
Martial Arts with story-telling of traditional
folktales to portray ancient Chinese historical
themes and characters the way Eastern cultural
tradition is used in current entertainment media.

5:00 POINT CROSS- A Celebration of Irish and Celtic

music,

Throughout the day.......

LRI B ]

MARTIAL ARTS- Wu Kung Tai Chi Ch'uan School and
Samurais Den School of Martial Arts

A



JACOUELINE D. SIMS
309 16TH AVENUE NORTH
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 35204-2163

The following is an episode quide to an excellant Japanese TV series starring
Chiba Shinichi (Sonny Chiba) in what should surely be some of his best work
KAGE NO GUNDAN IV. This series was recommended to me by William Connolly
publisher of Martial Arts Movie Associates (M.A.M.A.) and Spaghetti Cinema
magazines.

EPISODE I HANZO INSPIRED TO RISE

CAST OF CHARACTERS

HATTORI HANZO/HAN-SAN
SATSUKI

AYAME

KIRKUJI
GAMAHACHI

O-REN

BOTAN

O-5AI

IT NAOSUKE
HOTTA MASAYOSHI
KATSU RINTARO

CHIBA SHINICHI
IKEGAMI KIMIKO
MINO JUN
ISHIDA JUNICHI
OHBA KENJI
ETSUKO SHIOMI
KIKI KIRIN

HAN BUNJAKU
NARITA MIKIO
YAMAMOTO GAKU
SANADA HIROYUKI

ENGLISH SUBTITLES BY THE NIPPON GOLDEN NETWORK

The series started in the year 1863 the year Commodore Perry and his four warships
arrived at Uraga to demand inquguration of trade relations. (This segment of the
KAGE NO GUNDAN IV series was originally reviewed by William Connolly in ISSue no.l
of M.A.M.A.). Chiba Shinichi's character Han-san/Hattori Hanzo reminds me of Clark
Kent/Superman. As Han-San he acts buffoonish; as Hattori Hanzo he is supremely
confident. This proves to me that Chiba Shinichi is just as good at playing comedy
as he is at playing serious roles.

The leaders of Japan are split into two groups due to Commodore Perry's actions.
One group wanted an open door policy which would allow to trade with other countries;
the second group wanted exclusionism; for Japan to remain cut off from the outside
world in order for the Shougunate to stay in absolute power. The first group agree
to have a meeting on a floating barge type boat. The exclusionists hire two men
to swim under the boat to plant dynamite. A geisha named Satsuki (Han-san's sister)
steps outside for some frest air and spots the dynamite. She runs back inside to
warn everyone of the danger but -just then the dynamite explodes and only a few people
are able to escape to safety.

Satsuki and Katsu Rintaro (who advocates an open door policy) are arrested for
being suspected of having something to do with the explosion. What the police
really want to know is who is the leader behind the open door policy movement.
Katsu Rintare refuses to takl as long as they beat Satsuki so the police let her
go but he still refuses to talk so they get a very tall and stocky built man to
beat him into submission but he still refueses to talk announicing that his father
taught him to endure pain from a very young age (something I don't think he should
have done). The police sho Rintaro what appears to be signed confessions from
his fellow open—door policy advocates naturally he doesn't believe the document
is real so the officers show him the dead body of one of his friends. He ex-
plodes with rage but still refuses to talk.



The KAGE (Shadow Warriors) rescue Katsu Rintaro from jail as a
favor to Satsuki who is also a member of this group of IGA Ninjas.

After they rescue Katsu it is revealed that II Naosuke is behind
the exclusionist movement and that he has hired IGA Heretics from the
same branch of ninjas as the KAGE but who were expelled for committing
heinous murders for the powerful rich people to help them get rid of
the open door policy advocates led by Hotta Masayoshi.

Katsu Rintaro discovers that II Naosude was behind his arrest and
torture and plans to kill him as his entourage is carrying him to an
appointment. Hattori Hanzo stops him saying he has a destiny that only
he can fulfill and that he must not throw his life away.

The KAGE and Iga Heretics have exciting battle at the end of the
show. Chiba Shinichi's swan song for the supervillian at the end of
every episode is "No Name, No Status and invisible; but let it be known
that as long as there is light is this world; know that there are
shadows that kill. Evil shall be destroyed." This way villians know
that they may as well starting praying because they have come to the
end of their lives.

There is always a lively comedy routine at the end of every show
that really tickles me.

Chiba Shinichi sings the theme song at the end of every show.
He sings okay but I prefer hearing Sanada Hiroyuki singing any day
of the week over his.
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P.0O.Box 372 LONE WOLF AND CUB
Suftern, NY 10901

(914) 357-0780

Based on the comic book created by Koike Kazuo and Kojima
Goseki, the "SWORD OF VENGEANCE" series tells the tale of Ogami Itto,
formerly the kaishakunin (Shogun's Decapitator), now an assassin for

- hire.

Some of the most remarkable swordsmanship in movie history
is shown in these 6 features starring Wakayama Tomisaburo as the once
high ranking samurai, now hunted by the Shogun after being framed as
a rebel. ]

Wakayama, the brother of Katsu Shintaro (Zato Ichi), has
the greatest sword skill in chambara films. Powerfully built, he swings
his sword using all the weight of his body, cutting off arms, legs, and
heads. On occasion he cuts an enemy in half slicing through the torso
with his Dootanuki Sword "The Mystic Blade". Heavier and wider than most
samurai swords, this blade is meant for fighting— it will cut through
bone easily and can't be broken.

Yorozuya Kinnosuke (A.K.A. Nakamura) portrays lLone Wolf in
the TV series which runs to the final resolution of the story.

While Kinnosuke is a good swordsman, and handles the special
weapons attached to the Baby Cart skillfully enough, nobody can match
the spectacular ability of Tomisaburo- whose speed and strength light
up the screen.

The first SWORD OF VENGEANCE film KO KA SHI UDA KA SHI MATSUDA
(literally I Rent You My Child and My Sword) tells the story of Ogami
Itto's rise to high position, and his fall. Told through flashback as
he sets off on assignment to rid a town of the group of Ronin who have
taken it

Fhere is some great fighting here, but while Lone Wolf
only cuts down 25-30 people, it's how he does it, slicing off a pair of
legs from one adversary, beheading another.

Ogami is a master of the secret art of the executioner
"Jakanohatsubushi", and is virtually unbeatable.

In the second installment SAN TZU NO KARA NO UBA GURAMA (1lit.
Baby Cart At The River To Hell. Lone Wolf is hired to assassinate the
master of a blue dyeing process to prevent the Yagyu Clan (who engineered
his frame-up) from gaining more power in Japan. He must kill three brothers
Ben, Ten, and Rai who have been hired to guard the official. The TV version
of this epiosode is slightly different, but not radically so. In fact
the trio are better fighters on TV. One is looking to kill someone with
a carotid artery cut, which makes a sound like winter wind. He gets to
hear that sound, but it's from his own neck!

An American version of parts 1 and 2 was released here as
SHOGUN ASSASSIN. In it Lord Yagyu was renamed the Shogun, and narration
was performed by Daigoro, Ogami's son. The dialogue was written to follow
the lip movements as closely as possible, throwing out the initial plot.

Ogami cuts down about 33 men and 5 ninja women, sparing Yagyu's
daughter. Daigoro kills one ninja woman, and some Kurakawa ninjas withthe
hidden blades in the Baby Cart.




The third Baby Cart movie SHI NI KAZE NI MUKA U UBA GURAMA
(lit. Baby Bart Against The Window Of Death) was dubbed in English and
released here as LIGHTNING SWORDS OF DEATH. It is now available as
LUPINE WOLF on video. $54.99 from JARS Video. This is the only title
in the series featuring a well known sword star as Ogami's foe. The
superbKato Go portrays a ronin of great valor, seeking to die with honor
as a samurai. Needless to say his wish is granted after Lone Wolf has
dispatched about 45 others. These numbers only reflect people Ogami slew
with sword, spear or knife. This film marks the first appearance of a
Gatling Gun hidden in the Baby Cart, a device which always brings groans
and laughter from the audience!
In the fourth entry OYA NO KO NO KOKORO (1it. Heart Of The
Child, Heart Of The Parent) Ogami is hired to kill a tatooed swordswoman
whose quest for revenge against her rapist threatens her clans' existence.
In this the most exciting Baby Cart film Lone Wolf also battles Yagyu
Gumbei, and Yagyu Retsudo, the leader of the Yagyu clan. Around 68 enemies
fall to Ogami's blade, with the fighting truly reaching a feverish pitch
in the grand finale.
MEIFUMADO (lit. Travels In Hell) the fifth entry has some
unique plot twists as the clan hiring Ogami sends their best swordsmen
to test him. By dying at his hands they fulfill their duty to hire an
exceptionally skilled fighter.
Ogami eventually cuts down about 55 foes, including one child.
The final feature JIGOKU E DAIGORO IKUZO (lit. We're Going
Into Hell Daigoro) stretches the imagination as Yagyu's illegitimate son
who is skilled in the occult conjures up 3 zombies who follow the Baby
Cart, killing anyone who gives the pair food, clothing, or shelter. There
is little swordplay throughout most of the movie. Only in the last 30
minutes or so does Ogami shine as he fights Yagyu's forces in the snow,
killing about 78 attackers. :
The TV series brings the story to its actual conclusion, with
Lord Yagyu Retsudo and Ogami Itto battling each other in a marathon duel,
witnessed by the Shogun himself! :
The Lone Wolf And Cub series is truly one of the highwater
marks in Japanese Cinema.

SWORD OF VENGEANCE 1 through V
(Kozure ohkami, 1972-73 Prod: Hisahara Mat- "

SWORD OF VENGEANCE VI [or WHITE

subara, Shintare Katsu (Katsu Productions).
Dir: Kenji Misumi, Ser: Kazuo Koike, from
a story by Koike and Gohseki Kojune. Ph:
Chishi Makiura (Eastmancolor, Tohescope).
Art Dir: Akira Naito. Music: Hidenori Saku-
rai. Ed: Toshio Taniguchi. Cast: (I) Tomisa-
. buro Wakayama (Itto Ogami), Akihiro Tomi-

kawa (Daigoro), Fumio Watanabe, Shigeru
Tsuyugishi, Tomoko Mayama, Yunosuke Ito;
(ITI) Masahiro Tomikawa, Kayo Matsuo, Mi-
noru Ohki, Shogen Nitta, Mori Kishida;
(ITI/V) Go Kato. Dist: Toho. 83 mins. (I);
81 mins. (II): 89 mins. (III). Alternate titles:
BABY CART AT THE RIVER STYX (II);
BABY CART TO HADES (III); LONE
WOLF WITH CHILD.

HEAVEN IN HELL] (Kozure ohkami, 1972).

. Prod: Tomisaburo Wakayama Dir: Yoshivuki

Kurcda. Ser: Kazuo Koike. Ph: Chishi Ma-
kiura. Music: Kumihiko Murai. Cast: Tomisa-
buro Wakayama, Akihiro Tomikawa, Junko
Hitomi, Daigo Kusano, Jiro Miyaguchi, Reiji
Ishibashi. Dist: Toho. 84 mins.

NEXT: THE FILMS OF OKAMOTO KIHACHI
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EPISODE OF BABY CART TO HADES.




“L ONE WOLF WITH CUB”

EPISODE OF BABY CART TO HADES.
Written by SHINTARO KATSU

ECAPITATOR. That had been the official ti-

tle and position ‘held by Ogamiitto, who in

the line of loyal duty had lopped off the'heads
of innumerable daimyo in response to the Shogun's
wishes before he was stripped of his job as execu-
tioner as the result of a perfidious attack on his name
by the powerful and envious Yagyu clan.

Eversince, Itto has been a professional assassin,
pursued by elements of the Yagu clan and shogunate
spies, pushing his little son Daigoro in a rude cart,
~ vowed neverto rest on his seemingly endless journey
" untilhehas extracted retribution fromthe evil Yagyus

. forwhat they did to him.

“‘He alwayscharges 500 pieces of goldin advance
for murder. But once he agrees, he neverfailsto carry
out an assignment.

Trusting nobody except Daigoro, whom he treats as
an equal as well as the son and companion he‘oves,
itto rarelyinterferes in others'affairs. One day, though,
he saves a girl who had killed a trafficker.of women
named Monkumatsu. The dead man's boss, a ruthless
woman named Torizo, claims the girl.ltto, well aware
of what will happen to her, refuses to hand her over.
For this, he is plunged into a well upside down and
beaten to within an inch.of his life, all of which he bears
without a sound. Daigoro, who has seen this and much
more.on many, many occasions, looks on stoically.
Omatsu, the girl, faints.

Impressed by Itto's indomitable will, Torizo changes
her attitude toward him and takes him to her ailing
father, former Chief Chamberlain of the Kakegawa
clan.

He explains a man named Sawatari is responsible
for the death of the lord of the fief and subsequent

Sogun confiscation of the clan's real estate, and that

Sawatari is now governor of the same land. Itto's mis-

sion: Kill Sawatari.

Ironically, Sawatari requests Itto’s help in getting rid
of the very man who helped him become governor,
because he now blocks his way to higher positions.
When ltto, loyal to his first employer, refuses, Sawatari
decides to have the “Wolf with a Child” killed to seal
his lips.

Aware of the trap set for him, lito goes to where
Sawatari is waiting with scores of his own men and
bloodthirsty mercenaries. -

Itto, who never loses, sedulously exterminates every
foe. Pushing Daigoro in his cart, he ambles away to
continue his journey to nowhere.

'JARS VIDEO COLLECTIBLE

PO. Box 113 e Little Neck, N.Y. 11363

(718) 456-0663 * Call from 7:30 P.M. to 10:30 PM

“Eveninas Onlv'' » “Mail Order Onlv”’
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Hayward, CA, 94542
And now for an old Chinese wisemans prouerb | just made

up

Grandview Ave.,

Confuscious say, "ANever send in your photo lo the penpal sec-
tion of CINEMART magazine.”

Trying to get interesting pen-
pals in Japan, who have inter-
ests similar to mine has always
been easier than falling asleep
while watching @W0JLLA 7985
Plenty of Japanese over 1n Japan
are nlo cool stuff like superher-
oes, monster movies and martial
arts. S0 getting translations and
material from Japan has, unhke
finding & steady job, a permanent
relatonship and overall happin-
ness, never been a problem for
me. Then one day | found myself
watching TY and | was schocked at
* what | saw. Mr. Whipple had just
told some ladies not to squeeze the
Charmin ¢© yet there he was, do-
" ing the very same lung/l//  Out
of anger, | 1mmediately ran to
my phone to transmit a transmis-
sion, to call the TY station and
give that Mr. Whipple a piece of
my mind. Hell, | don't use the
gamn thing anyway Bul as { ran,
| accidently kicked over a pyle
of back 1ssues of that Hong Kong
movie magazine C/NVEMTART An
1ssue  fell open, revealing they
had a penpal section.  You Know,
send 1n a photo and list of hob-

pes and/or Interests. S0 | Nig-
ured, “What the hell, | could
use a Chinese penpal to inform

me of all the new films them Chi-
nese are cranking out every half
second. A correspondent in China
could be @ valuable asset to my
unpopular, soon to be extinct
pubhication  OR/UENIAL  CINENA,
or so | thought

Looking (and laughing) over
the photos of other wanna’ be pen
pals \n CINMEMART, they came off
to me as dull, boring, uninterest-
Ing, conservative. Let's face it,

they're all a bunch of geeks! So |
decided to send in a goofy photo of
me, to show I'm no nerd like them,
bul a wild,and crazy guy who has
heard of humor, Looking over the
lame hobbies of my Chinese count-
erparts, again boredum comes to
mind Like an altractive 18 vear
old girl who's main hobby 15 sew-
ing!  Who's going to write to her?
Sewing seems dull enough, but to
write Ietters about 1?1 Many are
into reading, music, sports, and
occasioanlly, stamp collecting  Oh
boy, golly willickers!  Hobbies
like Correspondence and Writing
Letters are frequent, as well. No,
really! 5o for my hobbies, | wrole
Magazine Writing and Movie [Mak-
ing. My mistake was that | neglec-

ted to use the word “"amateur” for be a ‘sophisticated GOQ look"
both hobbies. Here's what my ev- photo, | could under stand their
- SDAMON FOSTER 1 —, reaction,
FERAMUN FUSTER /M. | But take &
CH IMAGAZINE WRITING | okt .tm's
MOVIE MAKINC | =ity shot
SUOHL GRANDVIEWAYV R of me clown-
HAYWARD CAU454 2 ing around!
i AT S Is this a
< s : =1 face you e
entual addition to C/AML/7ART had want o
looked like (above). | assumed thal  qacry21 |t must have besn my
people  with — similar Inlerests — goanteq honbies that did it, they
w?uléjh_wrltﬁ But not i Commur- think I'm a rich professional :
is ina.

letters  than

| received more
there are pieces of Eddie Murphy's
fecal matter on Arsenic Hall's nose

For the first five or six letters,
| was so excited that, like a moron,
| sent my new penpals (so |
thought) Tree copies of CR/FNTAL
CINEMA  That got me nowhere. So
rather: than waste more money, |
simply wrote back to the next five
or six penpals. But by the time |

recieved about 20 letters, | had
given up writing back to any of
them Each letter was nearly 1d-
entical, all the writers seemed
like the same person, over and
gver. None of them were really
impressed by my letters either
since out of the total 30 (approx..
people who wrote to me, absolut-
ely nooocdl _ever wrote back 1o
me a second time!  Not even the
ungrateful idiots whom | sent ¢
ol

What was the content of Lhese
irrelevent letlers & photes | kept
receiving? 99% of them were
from love hungry Chinese females
who wanted to marry me.  Now, if
| had sent In & sexy pnoto, or may-

Black when | actually bothered
writing to these poor, deprived
people, my letters usually went a
little something like this
"Dear Suck Fat (or whatever those
Qirls’ names were), yeah, mar-
riage, right. Settling down, sure,
sure. Mowing the lawn. spanking
the kids, etc. Bul hey, for now,
tell me- what's Jackle Chan up
to? How about Sam Hwi? Is he
making a new ACES G0 PLACES



oy e Vet LIg i b 1II [ | //{,jl.f)_ -ff/d/r'lt:fl,- }-(,'r-ﬂ-z;f'l,
can get a MR KAMP/RE  posier” - s
Coula you translate some credils Ao b

| can use n  OR/ENIAL CINENA

Obviously, me and my wanna De

brides are coming from two dif- 4&:;{}.@45‘ M@q

ferent worlds. Out here in Calif-

orma, I've got so many options, i, 1 TN

so much fun to be had, | Just Latnge

wanna hwe, party, create, and

have a blast. Yel them commies

must struggle just 10 survive.

One letter was from a quy. He

made it clear that he wanted me

to fix mim up with an American

girl, Any volunteers, ladies?
interesting io note thal none

of these letter writers made any .

mention of movies. Then whal Iy mar‘plage

the neH they resding C/INEPIART

for? YW h a t. ? I

wnat follows are some of the
funnier excerpts from letters |
got stuck with . . :

7;/";1/ 5;/.)/
/{//.’;‘g,& #Vﬁf/zej/’ 7‘914, /

-

f}/abw fﬂ.ﬁ,/,,gﬁyv{ a0l Cwtrodficet forn ﬂéﬁ?“’r

/ ;Z[ e K'.r..y*m Z/m/ oy’ ;I%f‘ ( L) wese ﬁ}/.,._,?w

’s

wa) 95) X//A,ryf‘/u M/m‘g, | \

lMWwW)
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This Filipino
“chick sent me,
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Does that imp-

or

.Qﬂite a cute babe,

but that bridal
gown doesn't make

me want to marry
her!
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 Well, that's all | have time to write about for this
issue, but incase any of you are mildly curious
Nabout my upcoming video spoof WACAF CHAN
here are some photos of two recent scenes we
videotaped. One is a qyonsi (AK.A. kyonshi)
sequnce, and the other is the obligatory drunken
master scene. | play the gyonsi and the drunken
imaster pictured here, although Yutaka Sugiyama
*lays the master in most of the actual footage.
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0.C. no. 5 (1983) 91.50

0.C. no. T (1986) — 91.50

0.C. no. 8(1987) — $200

0.C. n0.9 (1988) —$5.00!
| 0.C. nalo(1980) — 9500
0.€. no. 11 (1990) — $5.00
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MIKRROR OF THE FUMA #20: from Nikki White,15 Duffus Place,Wanniassa,ACT 2903,Au5t§§11§

First off,I have to say that as I didn't receive the last issue of MAFFAPA,#30, I had

to take a guess at where I got up to in THE SAMURAI "serial". This instalment,you will

be relieved to know,is the Tast. I guess the post office ate MAFFAPA #30 at around the

same time it ate some other things I was expecting such as a prize I won in a competition
in a British DR.WHO magazine. I always used to complain,like everyone else,that I never

won anything. Little did I realise that the trick is not only to win something but actually
to receive it! (A similar thing happened about 6 months ago where I had one of a number

of winning tickets in a raffle - curiously at a DR.WHO minicon - but could I find that
ticket? No,not until I got back to Canberra). Such is life.

After I sent out my last contribution,I realised I hadn't answered Amy's question about
the Ruth Manley books, so AMY: As of 2lst April, the first book,The Plum Rain Scroll

is still out of print. I have a paperback copy of the second book,The Dragon Stone while
the third book,The Peony Lantern is still in print but only in hardcover. If you want

The Dragon Stone from me, it costs Aust.$4.95 plus Aust. S$4 postage air or Aust.S$2 sea
(total, either A$8.95 incl. airmail; or A$6.95 seamail). The rate of exchange fluctuates
on a daily basis so I am not going to attempt to give a US$ equivalent except that today
it's around US 76¢ = ASl, so you'd be looking at roughly US$6.80 for the book incl. airmail
or US$3.76 seamail. My bank takes personal US dollar cheques,or you can send a bank draft
or international money order, payable to 'Nikki White'. As for The Peony Lantern, as this
is not available readily on the bookshelves either in Canberra or Sydney, I suggest you
write directly to the publishers: Hodder and Stoughton, PO Box 469 ,Lane Cove,Sydney,NSW
2066 ,Australia. The book costs A$14.95, postage would be extra. I'm sure I gave you this
information in an earlier MAFFAPA, around January last year.

Nothing much to report this end. We've been so busy at work on various projects such as
doing a retrospective conversion to machine-readable form of the Japanese monograph
catalogue,that T haven't had time even to do my usual scan of Kinema junpo. Hopefully,I
will for next issue. One of the other above mentioned projects involved my cataloguing a
large collection of old Edo period books,many of them illustrated tales of blood and
thunder published about the time the First Fleet sailed for Australia - or,as I saw it,
the time Shintaro and Co. were knocking around Japan. Curious to handle things that Fuma
Kotaro or Tonbei,had they existed,could have read.

I bought one -of those new-you-beaut video-recorders that plays NTSC (your system) on PAL
(our' system) in January,intending to get tapes from Japan as it is very frustrating reading
" about this or that TV series either in the Japanese press or in MAFFAPA which you guys can
watch without any technical hassles but which our system precludes us from seeing. At least
until now. Needless to say the local Japanese community hasn't wasted any time in rushing
out to buy these new Panasonics,so they can now ask their relatives back home to send them
'care packages' of tapes (we were going to mark up the TV guide on the back page of Asahi
shinbun and send it to our book supplier and call it a standing order - just joking!).
Meantime,such are the plans of mice and fen,instead of Japanese chanbara,my first tapes

in NTSC are American Gothic - Dark Shadows (come to think of it,some of those old books

I mentioned above were published the year dear Barnabas got grounded by his father, Kansei
7 he 21795} )

The only Japanese film I've seen was SBS' showing of A Taxing Woman (Marusa no onna) from

the same director who gave us Tampopo and The Funeral. First time I'd seen a film with a

‘tax inspector as a heroine - and what a character! She was like a bull terrier once she got
her teeth into some miscreant. Not even the yakuza fazed her for long. Great stuff ( funny
actually seeing the Tokyo Kokuzeicho - or at least a cinematic representation of it - as

we get so many of their publications at work. Aahh - so that's what they do when not compilinc
SEal st ICE . el

Loved Horacio's review of Black Rain in #24. That was out here a short while back but I
didn't see it. Given the price of cinema tickets these days,I think I'll wait till it's
out on videc if'I see it at all. A Japanese colleague at work saw it and wasn't overly
impressed,though she was quite keen to see it.
Ja mata Ty
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6) Genmu-ryu Oboro Kirimaru (7/2/65)
Convert (20/7/65)
7) Ninkd Kageromaru (14/2/65)
Poison dart (21/7/65)
8) Iga-ryu Kiri no Tonbei (21/2/65)
Revenge o (2217465
9) Kurozumi-ryd Kimen no Dojin (28/2/65)
Devil's-mask house (23/7/65)
10) Maboroshi-ryu Hitomi Tarobo (7/3/65)
Secret passage (26/7/65)
11) Mukei-ryl Senbusa (14/3/65)
Friendly enemy i (27/7/65)

"Because of Kongo,Tarobo loses an arm.Shintaro and Tonbei are attacked by Hara Sogoemon of the
Mainoshinto school."

12) Yugasumi-ryu Manji Kurojo (21/3/65)
Kongo's warning (28/7/65)
13) Koga-ryl Kongo (28/3/65)
The duel (29/7/65) "

* x ¥ %X %

THE NEW SAMURAI (SHIN ONMITSU KENSHI),CAST,CHARACTERS AND EPISODE GUIDE

After Ose left the series,the producers tried to inject some new life in the format by
introducing a new star playing a new hero in a new location and inventing some novel
variations on ninja technology.

The New Samurai was set in Kyushu rather than the mainland. The hero was Kage Shinnosuke,
the head of the Kage ninja who operated in the Satsuma fief in southern Kyushu. He was
also a samurai.Shintaro,having left "for a change with undying honour" (as the publicity
put it) or at any rate,presumably not survived the duel with Kongo,was not seen again

but Tonbei became Shinnosuke's sidekick,no doubt to provide continuity with the original.
series. Shusaku presumably had gone back to the Saineﬁji and High Priest Donkai into whose
care Shintard had entrusted him and no doubt would have been raised and trained by Donkai
as Shintard had been before him,

Shinnosuke's boy companion was called Daisaku and he also had a ninja girlfriend,Kanae.

Another point of continuity with the old series was the use of Amatsu Bin to play the
chief villain in the third story,"Togakure Genki", head of the Black Tide or Kuroshiot®
ninja.He was a master of disguise and impersonated a feudal lord,fobling everyone in
the lord's household over a period of gquite some time. Dressed in black,normally,he
wore his hair bound high on his head in a scruffy ponytail and his sword strapped across
his back.

Shinnosuke was shorter and,in my view,better looking than Shintaro.He usually wore
hakama with leggings,patterned with bold checks (his dress sense was decidedly inferior
to Shintar®d's,who favoured a sober simple kimono) but retained Shintaro's ponytail
hairstyle. In addition to having the usual bagful of ninja tricks,he was also a master
swordsman. The dubbing for this character was donhe by William Ross who had done it for
Shintaro.

Hayashi Shinichiro ("Kage Shinnosuke"):Not much is known about this actor as he,too,
seems to have disappeared into obscurity after the series. At the time it was made, he
was 26 and had majored in civil engineering before becoming an actor. He was said to
have starred in a number of other samurai movies before making this series.However, he
did not achieve the same popularity Ose did and one Japanese critic remarked that the
second-billed Maki Fuyukichi was far more popular than he was in the show.

Ninomiya Hideki ("Daisaku"):Born on 15th March 1955,he originally lived in Ashiya City,
then Chofu.He was still acting on TV as recently as 1984.
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Shiratori Mizue ("Kanae"):Born 15th September 1941 in Shanghai,China. Her real name is
Sakaguchi Mizue. Her mother was Matsu,her father Hideharu and she was the youngest of
three brothers and sisters.After the war,the family was repatriated from Manchuria.Her
father ran a small restaurant in Kokura City,Kyushu,then he went to Tokyo in the agency
for reqgulating entry into the country.When Mizue was 4,she entered a NHK talent '‘quest
and won 2nd prize.In 1949 the family went to Tokyo so she could become a singer.She
toured US army camps and in September 1950 she appeared at the Nichigeki Shogekijo (now
the Nichigeki Music Hall) and was spotted by a Daiei scout.In 1951 she madé her debut in
Hahazukiyo.She became famous as a child star in combination with Mimasu Aiko who played
the mother in a series of films throughout 1952 and 1953.Also in_1952,she made her debut
as a singer with Teichiku Records with Kuroi hitomi and Otogi blgi.she was part of the
craze for young girl singers of the time,which produced such stars as Misora Hibari and
Eri Chiemi. She had several big hits but as she matured,she found it hard to make the
transition from child parts to adult roles.Moreover,.she had a series of misfortunes in
her private life and she slipped from the front ranks.Nonetheless,she appeared in a film
in 1954,0ne in 1955,one in 1957 and one in 1958.After making Dodonpa suikoden in 1961,
she married manzai Aozora Ureshi and left the movie world.She had a son in 1964 and was
divorced. Presumably her appearance in The New Samurai was something of a comeback.
Certainly,her singing was featured in one of the two theme songs.In April 1970 she married
club manager,Adachi Sadao and has a son.

Funatoko Sadao (director of The Samurai anddirector of The New Samural):Born on 5th
February 1932,the 4th son of Jdtar® and Mune (Arai) in Fushimi Ward,Kyoto.He entered
primary school on the eve of World War 2,in 1938,and in the spring of the year of Japan's
defeat in the Pacific War (1945),he had his higher education terminated and found himself
cast out into the turbulent society of the time. In 1949 he encountered The Second Elan
Vital Troupe established by an employee of Daiei.In 1951,he joined the Komoriza troupe

of Katd Yasushi (who was later to write scripts for The Samurai) and Wakasugi Mitsuo,

who were driven out of Daiei.With Kat®,he was assistant director at Takara Productions,
then S8gei Productions,then Shin TohS.At Shin Tohd he worked with tha great director,

1t5 Daisaku on Meiji ichidai onna and Gero kubli and was assistant director to Ito at
shochiku on Genroku bishonenki.while in the editing department at Toho he gained

mastery of the art of editing and in 1959 a friend from his Sogei days,Nishimura Shunichi,
suddenly made him director of his TV series,Gekko kamen,which he was producing for
Senkosha,a series which became a big hit.Funatoko filmed a series of Senkosha TV
productions virtually singlehandedly and established the glittering speed and tempe
which marked the style of a Funatoko production.In 1962 cameThe Samuraiwhich was another
big hit.For several years afterwards he lived The Samurai and even produced it for the
stage at the Shdchiku Kokusai Gekijd. He directed the feature films based on 1t for

TGei. Then in 1966 he did Watari for Toei.But the overwork of the past 9 years had
weakened his constitution.In 1972 on 22nd February he died leaving a wife and two
children in Kamakura,cancer of the tongue having spread to his throat. His funeral was
held on 24th February and his last work,0Onmitsu Yaji Kita,was still running on TV the

day of the funeral.

EPISODE GUIDE

In Japan,broadcast 7-7.30pm,Sundays on TBS from 4 April 1965 to 26 December 1965,
sponsored by Takeda Pharmaceuticals and produced by Senkosha.

In Australia,broadcast 5.30-6pm weekdays on TCN-9 from 11 July 1966 to 1 September 1966.

S D ot n eimiarie e o e e it h S BLh TeYo A rod AT el leb ks mrarace .Igami Masaru

Pirachariie., .. B 5. i oD e At e Funatoko Sadao

CAMSn, e o L Ao LR e N s ...Nakano Takeshi

Prodicer v e g 12 e AWERE e R e W oy e Nishimura Shunichi
*

Kage Shinnosuke€......... DS b g O ......Hayashi Shinichird

AT e "TPORDEL « o areee ses ceegpasasaciaaaenans Maki Fuyukichi

KN ARG, e v iwnimiees e e A L AR S Shiratori Mizue

Daisakiy. S, e | b S R Ninomiya Hideki

with Iwaki Rikuya, Takato Masayasu, Satoki Saburd, Tanaka Hajime, Ogura Yuzo, Mori
RyOsuke, Asama Hirohiko, Daito Ry®, Amatsu Bin, Kuromaru Ryo, Taki Keiichi



STORY ONE
Kage ShinnoSUKE:ssesssssansssecassosssnsecansnnnns Hayashi Shinichiro
Kiri no Tonbeissessaans T P S PR e S Maki Fuyukichi
KEATIEE s D d s « HERT o con e s wais wisin M n oA ova st HEACOEN MizHe
Datgakis ey cnsmanssine Siaisis % v s lnioie b aisiain ek arsssanss.Ninomiya Hideki

0jodake N0 IChTrObO..cssasessssssssassansassssassswaki Rikuya
with Takat® Masayasu,Satoki Sabur®,Tanaka Hajime,Ogura YUzd

Kage no kenshi (4/4/65)

The search for Kage (11/7/66)

“The Shogunate sends Iga ninja Tonbei the Mist to investigate the unrest in Satsuma fief which appears
to be the work of mysterious ninja by the name of 'Kage'.Tonbei sets out for Kyushu but on the way he
is attacked,one after and another,by Satsuma spies and he senses an ominous trend in Satsuma.On board
a boat bound from Shimonoseki to Kokura,Tonbei is rescued from a perilous situation by a samurai named
Kage Shinnosuke.Intrigued by the name 'Kage',Tonbei resolves to go with him.On the way from the sea

to Kokura,then to Aso,Shinnosuke is attacked by a group of ninja."

2) Aso no hachi tengl (11/4/65)
Devil ninjas (12/7/66)
3) Kage DBsai no saigo (18/4/65)
The secret of Kyushu (13/7/66)
4) Kage-ryu Kyoeishin (25/4/65)
Tonbei's defeat (14/7/66)
5) Gordbd kaenjin ' (2/5/65)
Traitor's daughter (15/7/66)
6) Henge jutsuhd (9/5/65)
Message from Satsuma (18/7/66)
7) Tanba genjutsu (16/5/65)
Escape from the sea 2 (19/7/66)
8) Jirdbo bunshinjutsu (23/5/65)
Jirobo's many lives (20/7/66)
9) KinenbG kumokarami (30/5/65)
Thief in the castle . (21/7/66)
10) Soninjutsuhd (6/6/65)
Ninja revenge (22/7/66)
11) Shinobi yashiki : (13/6/65)
Tanba's hideout (25/7/66)
12) Aso ninpo jibakuen (20/6/65)
House of death (26/7/66)
13) Jigoku no shisha (27/6/65)
Duel on the peaks (27/7/66)
STORY TWO
Kage SHIRMOSUKD: cooiaesss e is s ithneceiesaevees Hayashi Shinichiro
o A T oD b sie s e o s v swviiss st e velaten s i Maki Fuyukichi
KRG 0in ann siw om o mni s 6 RS S0 68 e T oo e feretein e o o wans Shiratori Mizue
BATSHKL o= wosnmn e sbseniosevsioisiasassessensssnions Ninomiya Hideki
with Mori Ryosuke,Asama Hirohiko,Daito Ryd.
1) Kuroi shidan (4/7/65)
Secret plan (28/7/66)
2) Futari Tonbei. > (11/7/65)
Stolen face : (29/7/66)
3) Minomushi hajutsu (18/7/65)
An enemy returns (1/8/66)
4) Idatenjutsuho (25/7/65)

Black runner (2/8/66)



5) Shinobi kunoichi (1/8/65)
Ninja sisters (3/8/66)
6) Kiri no shimai (8/8/65)
Invisible door (4/8/66)
7) Ninp@ chishio maji (15/8/65)
Border escape (5/8/66)
8) Ninja Kogami (22/8/65)
Duel in the temple (8/8/66)
9) Ninja Teibeisa (29/8/65)
The master swordsman (9/8/66)
10) Uragiri ninja (5/9/65)
Poison magic (10/8/66)
11) Iga shichi no gumi (12/9/65)
Comrades of Tonbei (11/8/66)
12) Ninja Marukami Tendo (19/9/65)
Mission to Edo (12/8/66)
13) Ninpo ichi kiuchi (26/9/65)
Death of an enemy (15/8/66)

STORY THREE

Kage RS h T RADSHKES SN e v s s inis ot b v atn e B e

Hayashi Shinichird

G oo T e ey R T e W e A e Maki Fuyukichi

KaTTaE ils laarnas o eI, e o S et et e o Shiratori Mizue

b S | 4 iR N S R T T R Ninomiya Hideki

e s T B e o S S el e L s Amatsu Bin .

with Kuromaru Ryd, Taki Keiichi

1) Umi no ninja (3/10/65)
The amulet bag (16/8/66)
2) Kuroshiotd juningumi (10/10/65) _
Black Tide ninja (17/8/66)"
3) Hengen Kaibozu (17/10/65)
The treasure sword (18/8/66)
4) Kageboshi sanjo (24/10/65)
The magic bell (19/8/66)
5) Genki an'yaku (31/10/65)
The imposter (22/8/66)
6) Jingosa kazewatari (7/11/65)
The trap (23/8/66)
7) Ninpo shobu (14/11/65)
The imperial shrine (24/8/66)
8) Igamono Ginshiro (21/11/65)
The turncoat (25/8/66)
9) Ninja Rentesshu (28/11/65)
The blind ninja (26/8/66)
10) Kunoichi hijo (5/12/65)
The moon ring (29/8/66)
11) Kao no nai ninja (12/12/65)
The no-face ninja (30/8/66)*
12) Ayushi Kiri no Tonbei (19/12/65)

The secret map

13) Minja Togakure Genki
The star sword :

(31/8/66) *

" (26/12/65) y

(1/9/66) *

* not actually broadcast at that time as they were pre-empted for coverage of President Johnson's visit to

Australia.



T
ONMITSU KENSHI/ONMITSU KENSHI TSUPPASHIRE CAST AND EPISODE GUIDE

In 1973,TBS decided to revive its hit series of 11 years previously with a new cast

and staff,as Funatoko was dead by this and Senkosha Productions had disbanded. The only
link with the old series was Maki Fuyukichi reprising his role as a ninja sidekick (he
may or may not have been Tonbei). The timeslot and sponsors were the same as for the
earlier series. As with The New Samurai,the hero not only had the obligatory boy
companion but also a female love interest. Once more,one of the chief villains was
played by Amatsu Bin.

However,like The New Samurai,it failed to gain popularity and was cancelled after two
stories (26 episcdes),despite attempts to ginger it up with appearances by pop singers
and the introduction of a fantasy element in the second story. It was never released
in Australia,hence there are no English titles for this. Instead I have put literal
translations of the Japanese titles in square brackets underneath the original titles.

The hero,Matsudaira Shintaro Nobukatsu,was played by Ogishima Shinichi. Like his
predecessors,he was in his mid-20s (26 going 27) at the time the series was made.He wore
the same ponytail hairstyle,though with an even floppier forelock than Hayashi Shinichir®.
He wore a simple kimono with a discrete pattern of open squares.His face was thinner,
with high cheekbones.Tonbei looked much as the same and the little boy looked like a
clone of Shusaku.

The series was broadcast on TBS,Sundays,7-7.30pm from 7 October 1973 to 31 March 1974,

It was sponsored by Takeda Pharmaceuticals and directed by Kikuchi Akira who had been

an assistant director on the original series. The first story was made at Toei's

Kyoto studios,the second was shot in Tokyo and given the title,Onmitsu kenshi tsuppashire!
[Run fast,spy swordsman!]

STORY ONE
Matsudaiva -Shintaro iNODUKBESUL o oon v vamnns v seiamsnlil Ogishima Shinichi
il e T ol s 112 o Vs SRR o5 - RN e s e Maki Fuyukichi
[Boy Compamion)esscs e e dnnansnenns aaesssvessaenenaanse Yamada Masahide
EERBATE Toue TREETEEt s conmremmen oo b ii s o w s vaaiss Yoshizawa Kyoko
G FESH0 . oo caiat sven b mnmme e cnse it o Amatsu Bin

with Kawai Nobushige,Mizushima Michitaro, [zumi Masako,Matsudaira Junko

Story concerns the Akame ninja and the format looks similar to the original series,even down to the sort
of titles given each epispde.Amatsu played the head of the Akame ninja.No further details available.

1) Onmitsu kenshi tanjo (7/10/73)
[Birth of a spy swordsman]

2) Akame ninpo Kodama ; (14/10/73)
[Echo]

3) Akame ninpo jiihoseme (21/10/73)
[Akame ninja attack from 10 directions]

4) Akame ninp0 menutsushi (28/10/73)
[The face-stealer]

5) Akame ninpo sonin kuzushi (4/11/73)
[Double ninja destruction]

6) Akame ninpo musasabi (11/11/73) -
[The flying squirrel]

7) Akame ninpo kumoshibari (18/11/73)
[Akame ninja spider-binding]

8) Akame ninpo hissatsu Doryujin (25/11/73)
[Certain death Doryljin]

9) Akame ninpo Garo Tesso > (2/12/73)
[Gard Tessd i.é. Garo Steel-claw]

10) Shiseru Gayazaru (9/12/73)

[Gayazaru,harbinger of death]

11) Dai yosai o buttobase (16/12/73)
[Fire on the great fortress]



