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The tr,,,o f ol. l or,^l1nc '!'errl et*s were sent Lt '1e 1.",' rad ','ia.rner a.nrl )av1d
t'rr.'nnfS.

r',,e "n,,ol"lr"i;;'X,ilt:ll,,l"rl",X:";;fi:: "s i r rs a renrinr or the
cov^r nf the 1lr)r.1TTIA cnrniC 17. Iet rnn tell 1r.,) that the reeor.j ls Jr nO
'..a-v eonneeted to the l{a:^r'e'l eomte. tlre stor"y li nos anrl sound ef feets ho1d.
1re:av eloselv to the real :odzi11a. mhe reeor".l ecnte.tns tr^lo Godztl-1a
ql npl os- Itrlod zl l la rrs " ,\.qnhl t,i o'trf .tnd rrr'lod zl l -'1 n vs. the Al len f nvasl o't . m'

t'nth stortes deal r^r1th rr{ ?"rtq nonsters other thi'r thr: r'te r}. Gadzll l-a vs.
.r,rrnhli:ton rlesl'l s r*1th 4 r'l art ll ohster nf f thn e n:,qt nf Florld.a ( in the
n,:t-nrlna ?r"1An{1o, ,1 O l!esS) . T1 1t, aoA.Z117 n i ( ,)r estehl tshe,i \OOA 1nty.
An4 therr do '"elti on that "ioazl l'la- uras in ,ran...i l"r loq!r. Thelr rresertbe
J:lro nl rr e ..'l.S !. hnn f nnt Fntosrrrr (.rn".n11n4ad Trl1ry-o-:i^re) anrl the rOI-
:elentlflle neonle e..!I 1t a ait.t llzarrl tl"zt snils fir^e. The sorrnd effeets
..,\e f ro- th.e rthene sonqr ne 1'o4211 la, ete. /:-,4itor here- ,.that? AnrC by
tha ,i'r1r , ,:hi s revl.et"{r i oes not ref l!.eet the ed 1.tors vTevrs / Ani thev al terna.te
l-rof',4errr the fa.mllia.r atc. 1roar. atd 4 rao? that i{as! u.ser1 1l onlv the fj"rst
".r,121 I I r nnvte , but : bnf h r.-o rrrthentle. nhe seeo"rd storlr deal-s wltii two
'r,'rtateri a11enc t'h1eh att,aek Chtea."n. mhe o'l rr r.a- jor f I a:.r i s tha.t both
ciorvs .alre short,n irlt thl . 1e .eaesserl'/ as th^ lro4uee:"s onll/ll.l{ an., reeord.'r'+lS !r StOn?Cr n.nd ir.tS lal-1:na-.:1rr. (*2.ltO1

Srif-:l o11r't ftl_r.l revtr]1.r hv 1A'rIr} SUl,lll',iRS
ntal. s f i -'l"n eo"rl-:.:1as ieeras f rcl varltt"r s erl (n,les rf ,rehnnv S4l4'lrn ;114

1^i <-' 'Jrr{..T qobot, Tt hevlns r':1th .ithnr.,n ;ll{ eornnall nl heir".' eha.!".erJ throuqh
-, l-"ti'l ai,1 ,o lrt nyle,Il,r i11 1l16li-a ..a^-ts. ?ha.,' n"'qt 't1r r.:i 1-:h 2. nfOfeSStf ,r;hO
r -r-n1Att.aq lhpn to the a!:1-'l 1ohOr., lIe ht.,.l,1 ! .r,ttr1 n'"tr f,he r.rateh f,hat eCnt]".:lf:
o t, ,i-"."n f el r s Lir fL.rt tl.e fChnt ','i I l. Or. lrr I i rte". f,a t'l.e fl fSt V"l1ee 1.t
r..--nq. rr.e n*6f9g3rp leaAq ,to!1-1.; 2.n{ 1l nn-..-I ^n o'jt nf .fihr: li:ri.l A1-.: brlt -etS
^1-^l dOif - Sa. ria F1.i. 1.-/rs {-- rr11"1 n. dqqtrr:il ra"e-',:hiCh 1r1 ]1f,l :..]r"4-1
^r'-Fr'/\h^ af 4 4eS{;r.O'-ro o:rsr:r!Iai."ii hrtt 'L}"r: r.i q-+. flLnt. -tatr aI .tI t2. ,1 

,,rS f,C thg')nl-,ri qri 1+ l-OSl1O""4c, 1ra..,:rnr'1,'1_q 41rf.16'l 1f 'l-'no -Ohlf . Srt,ndAf lr.r, the.,f l"n4et
, i t-tri ^,li'l. l.r, j-".1e r,o -.1.^iS+qn ll"llf.tl fit. *ho -rhOt {eferr:S the 751-giAp frrtf

l-lrnr *ca&r 11r'.rtth Gulllotlne ln oerson. l{e manage.s to grab hlrn avrrl. heads
,-rf'f irrto snace where he kl1Is hlmself by flylnq dlrectly lnto a rneteor.
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JAPANESE CARTOONS T}IAT REACHED AMERICA.

If your in your high school years now, chances are you grew up
watching cartoon shov'rs like SPEED RACER, ASTRO BOY, and GIGANTOR.
And if you are really into the Japanese fil-m fantasy culture, you
probably still uratch reruns of these cartoon shows today, if .you are
Iucky enough to live in an qrea that repeats them" In the L96A's,the
Japanese cartoon boom reached the shores of Amerj-ca" The series's that
were shown here were all on syndicated televisionu which means that
the networks(ABC,NBC,CBS) did not purchase the shows.

The first Japanese cartoon show that came to American syndicated
T',' *uhat we have listed" is ASTRO tsOY. Tkris ser'ies dealL with a Doc bor
Boynton, 3 scientist, whp ioses his wife and son in a car crash.This
tr:Lgedy left the doctor lonely, so he created Astro Boy, a robot.(Just
why a robot is named "boy" is never made clear). Astro Boy, the indest-
ructable, super-powered robot, serves as Dr. Boynton's companion. The
episodes depicted Astro Boy fighting crime and battling evil- everywhere.
Another supporting character in this series was Dr. Elefun. Thls black
and white seri-es ran in 1-95),30 minutes each episode.

THE EIGHTH MAN,produced in 1955,featured the adventures of the
Metro International Police, a secret crime-fighting organization that
vias located in Metro City. One of their agents, Peter Brady,is ki1led
by a villain named Saucer Lip. Professor Gentrr.s, who also works for
Metro, embodies the l-ife force of Brady into that of a robot. Thus, Tobor
the Eighth Man, the indestructable robot, lived. This show used the
oId Superman routine; Tobor appeared in the image of the mild-mannered
Brady. Episodes tol-d how Brady, as B Man, fought evil and of his search
for Saucer Lip, who had killed him. In the final- episode, Eighth Man
kilts Saucer Lip, ending the series. Bl-ack and White;30 minutes each
a-i cn.loUPIUVUU.

GIGANTOR showed the battles against interplanetary evil- as Gigantor,
another robot, fougktt to preserve the universe. His 12 year old master,
a rather obnoxious child named Jimmy Sparks, and PoIice Inspector Blooper
were the supporting cast. Syndicated in America in 1966. Black and White.
l0 minutes each episode.

MARINE BOY was a secret agent for The Ocean Patrol, &n international
defense organization establ-ished beneath the sea of Japan. Joining Marine
Boy in his crusade against evif were Splasher, his pet dolphin; a professor
named Fumbl-e ; Mr . Beacon, a f ell-ow agent ; and Doctor Mariner , Marine Boy's
father, who was al-so the head of the Ocean Patrol- outfit. Other agents
seen from time to time i^rere Corrie, Piper, and Voltan. This black and
rvhite series ran in syndication in l- 966, lO minutes each episode.

PRINCE PLANET cAnie from the Galactic Council 0f Radion. He was a boy
sent to the Earth to protect it. He was quite a thinker-an I.Q. of 300. '
But he was al-so a fighter, and he battled crimes of all kind to help clean
up the Earth, If he suceeds in this task, the Earth would be accepted into
the Gal-actic Control 0f The Solar System. Prince Planet reached Earth and
took the secret identity of Bobby. His earthly girl friend vuas Diana Worthy;
Dan Dynamo, an ex-wrestl-er, was the Pri-nce's allie; Pop Worthy, Diana's
father, was the owner of the Worthy P.anch, were Bobby l-ived. In the f ourth
episode of PRINCE PLANET, a magician named Ajababa joined the cast as the
Prince's helper in fighting evil . He a1s,o provided comedy relief. Considered
by many as the best of all the Japanese cartoon series's that reached the
States, PRINCE PLANET made 52 episodes . In the final one, entitled THE
STAR AT HOME, the Prince destroys Krag of Kragmire, his main foe,and returns



to Radion to give his verdict of the Earth to the Supreme Councif on
wiether otr.r" humble planet should be voted in to The Galactic Union or
not. Will the Earth be allowed to join? We may never kncw for sure, as
the seri-es ends . Bl-ack and White . Syndicated. l0 minutes each episode .

SPEED RACER was neither a robot or a space prince;he was just a
good, ol-d fashioned earth boy for a change. This was the first series
to be shot in color. Pops Worthy invented the Special- Formula Mark 5,
the fastest car in the world. His son, who had the unlikely name of
Speed Racer, drove the car in races al-I over the world to become known
as the greatest racer ever. Speed had a large supporting cast. First,
there was his father, Pops, who bore a striking resembl-ance to Dynamo
Dan of PRINCE PLANET; Racer X, who was Rex Racer, Speed's brother, who
had ran away f::om home yeal's ago to become a Spcret Agent Man; Trixie,
Speed's girl friend; Spridal Racer, Speed's younger brother; Chim Chim,
Spridal's pet monkey; and Inspector Detector, a police chief. In the
episode entitled THE TRICK CAR, Speed finally learned that Racer X was
really his brother Rex. ColortL967. 3O minutes each episode. Featured
the many voices of Corrine Orre. This series was spawn from a movie,
THE MOST DANGEROUS RACE (t96?) , that was later i-ncorporated into the
TV series.

The last of these shows was KIMBA, which achieved great fame in both
1965 and L967. It began in Egypt, 4,000 years past. The evil pharoah, King
Tut Tut, causes Egypt to l-ose its prosperity. Fradies, the King's minister,
gives his pet white lion a special wisdom formul-a. Fradies then sends the
animal into the Vi]l-zg€, where the people bel-ieve him to be the spirit of
the Sphinx, and folfow its leadership. The lion is so wise that Egypt
becomes a wealthy nation again. One day The Kickapeels , an African Nation
Tribe, visits Egypt. They trade their treasures for the whit:lion,
Returning to Africa, the lion becomes their leader, and shows the
Kickapeels prosperity. So for the next 4,000 years the white l-ion has
ruled Africa. fn 1960 Africa, Ceaser, the current ruler, old and d.ying,
bestows upon his son, Ki-mba the White Lion, the sacred throne of the
African Jungle. Episodes told of the trials that young Kimba has in
protecting his jungle, Some of his friends included Dan'1 Baboon; Samson;
Pauly Crackers; and Roger Ranger, among others. Claw was Kimba's main foe.
Color. 30 minutes eacli episode. BiIIy Lou Watt as the voice of Kimba.

As any one who has seen any of the folfowing series's can teIl Vou,
these were made for children. After all, with names l-ike Tnspector Detector,
Speed Racer, and Dan'1 Baboon, you pretty much know what to expect.

But they also provide for good camp - that is, there so bad, they're
good. And, if your old enough to tell the difference between camp and
a 'good cartoon', these are fun to watch because you can look back and
s&$r"Man, to think I used to WATCU these...!" Another comical aspect of
al-I these shows, especially SPEED RACER, is the incredibly fast way each
character talks! Spridal can say r*^-L ten run-on sentences in about 10
seconds!

If nothing e1se, these are another part of the Japanese fantasy film
culture. Wiether you hate them or love them, watch them or :rr^rr) l5amolou
must admit that they do exist--and you can't ignore that.

So next time you see one listed in the TV Guide, give a try. You
have nothing to l-ose except 3A minutes ,... . r. . . .... o. . . ....... .. . ..
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