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arad not far away. Like the callous crmatures that they
were, fthe two morsbers wers tearieg up the coumtryside.
Hatwrally, 1f snything or ampbody oot in thelr way. they
spashed 1. In these davs. Ehey didn't care about humans
iwhe, %o them, were 1ike ants are ©o us). Anyway, the
ofily surviving Mothrs came crawling along (this one hadn't
turred {nto & moth yet} amd trfed to coendince Godzilla
and Rodan that they thould help mankind agafndt the fAber-
palactic mensce that had once destroyed the civilization
of Mars (complicated, Ism"t 1%7). A% first, the glants
refuded, but Mothra managesd to skame them Tnto Fightisg
Ghidrah, After a lengthy battle, the three qood monsters
managed to defeat the bad one{s). A% the fiim's lfimx,
Ghidrah went flyleg off inta the distanes--headed for whe
knows whargd

Soon afterward, Ghidrah returned as MORSTER JERQ (al-
50 knowm a5 IHVASION OF ASTRD-FNMSTER). This time arcund,
Earth got to be fnvaded by & race of belrgs from the
flanet X. The dragon had Tloen there after his defeat at
the hards of the gocd ponshers, and was now makisme 6t
tough for the inhabitants there, The alfens made conbtact
whth Earth, and then tramsported Godzi11a and Bodam fto
their world to fight Ghidrah, After the good guys won,
the sutsfders gained comtrel cver a1l three beasts and
made them zttsck farth. Thanks b0 the heroic actions of
Hick Adses and a Japaness psiromsut, the control over
"air® dinpsaurs was hrokes, and Godzille and Rodan insed-
latelly turmed againgt the three-hoaded creep. Another
loag, drag-cut g:th: resulted 1 Ghidrah's defeat, and
pur military forces succeeded n elisinating the irve-
ders using & special sonic device. Ee won again. But
now idrak was really angry bacause ke had besn beaten
pgalr—this time by only beo coponerts!

in 1988, the order wenkt ocut %o all Earth wniti to
DESTROY ALL MOMSTERS. This was because another race of
alierm-—Kilaaks=-had gained mddtery over all of dur
world"s monsters and fureed then against us. Like the
I-frag, these crealuret wanted b8 CORGUEF BUr Face. Tha
Japarsie dimodaurs were forced to sttack every mdjor <1iy
on Earth, against thodr widis. This lasted throughout
mott of the Fila, but Tieally the good quys menaged Lo
destrey the enemy's moonbgse ard free the erestures”
minds. Them cur over-giged herges, Ted by Godzilfa, banded
together ard genged up en poor old Ghidrak and the Tnva-
derd. M5 $oon as the space dragon was bratem fnto Che
grousd, all of the ponsters attacked the aliens' base on
Earth, while spme of pur feariess astronauts Battied a
super-taucer. By the time the end credits came ga, all of
the foes had beenm vanquished.

The Yast tiog that Ghidrah showed up was in EO00Z[LLA
¥5. GIGAN. Thiz time, the three-hegded one Teamsd WIth
another spaco beast, Gigen, at the requast of--can you
quess T==invading alfens from & distent plamet. The ima-
dirs were wiing an asusesent park a% & fromt, but this
wis discovered by the end of the sowie, While GRidrah 2nd

Gigan were busy smashing everything withis sight,
gdzi1la ard Angurus decided o put en end to the destruc-
tich. AFter & loog and Bumorous battle, Oedzilla and Nis
companfon won opubt over the disosaurs fron cuter dpace.
Gihidrgh and his aifen manipulators were defeated, but the
three-headed dragon will undsubiedly return in a future
Godzilla film,

Unlike rost Japaness monskars, Shidreh doesn't appear
to have any sort of personality, He seers to only want io
destroy things. Even though he was under the command of
alfen fnvaders 1n Ehreee of kis foer film, he always
Toghed 4% thowgh he enfoyed his work, We musn"t forget
that sost of Toho's dimcsaurs were evil in the begimnieg,
but then changed somewhers along the way; howsver |
doubt T they will alter Ghidrah's manner. [n my opinfos,
hie 15 the aost dynamic of Toho's beast Stars. Hot only 91
he nasty, but we get to see Lome special effects Im action
whinever hi thows up. IT ke ever did Join the good guyd,
then our Manster Army would e invincible--amd we can't
Vet that happen, can we? 1T they betame 10 powerful, then
whe could possibly chalienge them? Ghidrah,
stay the way you are. e Towe you in spite
of yourself,

THE SUPERHERO

Addenda to Part One

Last fssue's presentation of "The Suparhero:
Japan's Interprotation,® wihiTe accurate in its
analysis of the respective Filet Includsd In the
pericd 1957 through 1964, had a misproporticeats
mcuat of inmdcuracies e regards to Film fafar-
naticm. As author of the piece in Quastion, I
would 11ke to apologize for the errors, Had I
known [ was misreprasentisg the Facts, the arti-
cle would not have appeared until more data
could hawe been collected. This plece, then, is
to correct mary, but not all, of those errors,
wWith grateful appreciation to two individuals,
Horecio Higuchi and Roger &111s0a.

dapanese supertero comics appeared mach
edrlier than | surmissd, pessibly as far back as
the Tate forties, an exasple being from 5 n
a manthly publication for {esnagers, which pre-
sented the adventures in "4 or "49 of STetsuwan
Atory.® am androdd boy later to appear im anisa-
tod form for television as ASTROBOY. the crea=
tive brtist for the strip bedng Osamy Teawka.
Ackats arrived fn the comfe strip media in the
marly Tifties, e.g., "Tetsulin K jue-Hachign®
{"Iron Mam Ko, 28, bocoming STGANTOR when
changad ta & televited cartoon dariec) amd the
mumoraus "Robotto Santo-hef® [ *Buck Private Ap=
bot. Third Class®], the Tatter possibly Mawirg
Bpdsn” 1S ged sariler than stabted heve. Such none-
robat charactnrs in evidence in the mid=Fifties
were Jire Tsunoda's fambastic masked heroes,
“mekko Kamen® {"Man im the Moonlight Mask®™) and
“Maborothi Tantei®™ ("ODetective S.pqqtru" which
apprared 1n screen versions after their genegis
in comic dtrfps, the latter also popularized in
4 radio serial. At this poimt, Me. Higuchi would
Tfie o ask iF ary Japanese-Barn resdery would
care Lo shed Vight upon the orfgins of the super=
herors. Welld

In the "Man 1n the Moonlight Mask™ film
serfes, 1 have the Tollowing informatics:

(1) MEM IR THE MOCRILTGHT MASE (Toed310SE):
Dirsctor: Tsuneg Kopayoship Scresrplay: Yasuli=
ro Exmychi; Photoarapky: Tchire Hoshiyams;
Etdrﬂm: Fumitaiop Omyra, Jusys Usami, Hiroko
Mins, Mitsus Komiya; Fumning time: 102 mins.

(2] THE MONSTEOR GORILLA [ Toedz 11‘5‘!‘}1 M=
rettor: Satory Bimoda; Starving: Fumitake Oeurs,
Yaeko Wahamigu; Running ©ime: mins.

l:]} THE CHALLERGIRG GHOST (Toef; 1958} D=
rector: Sholchi Shimans; Starring Fusitake Orurs.
(&} THE LAST DEATH OF THE DEWIL (Toet;
1953); Director: Shofchi Shimazu; Starring: Fumi-

talks Oeurd.

Begarding the "Suzper Gient® serfes 1 have
come across tha following:

{1) KOTETSU KD KYOJIN--SUP JYATARTSU {THE
STEEL GIART=«SUPER GIANT); 49 minutes: released
July 30, 1957

{-Ei LU ROTETSU KR ERQJIR--SUPA JYRATRHTSL
[FOLLOW=-UP T TEE AUVENTORES &F THE STEEL OIANT
;Egliﬁ:ﬂ GIANT); 52 minutes; released Auspst 16,

(3] KTETSU RO EYOJ IR--5UP& JYATARTSU: KAL-

[continied on nixt page)




' Welcome to the teelfth issue of
The s¢ Fantasy Filn Jawrnal (p
nOuRCE ay-eTT-gf1-Jay") which could
more appropristely be subtitled "Every-
thing You Wanted ©o Krow About Japamese
Fantasy Films.® The reason for the ag-
gregation of material 45 a result of
the deletion of the BIRATH article oud
to the unwillirgress of the aythor to
conplets the marascript in spite of
continued promizes by Mr. Greg Feret tof
do 50. Had | acdsitional material and
infprmation, or even a prist of the
fiim, 1 might have been ahle o writa
ithe remainter of the piece. Realfzing
the inevitable, I gathered up all a-
vailable articies which you are soon toj
read. They encospass quite a kit of
torritory on the fantasy T1mmaking 1m-
dustry in Japan. To know only thefr
films 13 mot necessarily To wnderstand
their background: the busimess, the
country 10elf or 1t2 peaple. Also
|micht 1 3 st your secking other
reading related to the Japamese Cdnem
whieh showld erable you o better ap-
praciate waet you are viewing at thea-
ires ar on television.

The fantasy scere 13 guite visible
in Japan, althowgh we forsigners are
hlrﬂ{ able to perceiwve this fremeiic
ia:tw ty since Amerfican distributors®
myopic wiewpaint can only percelve fiim
fare Trom Jepam in torms of glant Tige
ards, Anfimatfion, goad and bad, 15 being
produced in ii% largest volume Bvér,
ms bt of this for Broadcast, with epi-
soes from varfous serfes compiled for
theatrical release being a popularly
profitable avemue for the f11pmakers,

Esmors about & new Godrilla film
have been racpant for the Tast sever=
&1 years. The antedeluvian memace was
ta hawe fought space morsters, devils,
antagonists relewant to the then cur-
rest cinemy craze. Let the rumors
ceate. The Veviatkan, apparently still
the gopd guy, 1s to be & hers of a nu=
clear power plast sccident in his next
filn mssigreent currently in the midst
of script writing. Tomoyuki Tamaka,
president af Toha Imternational . whem
asked 1f the project would alsp deal
with current fears of a third world
war, food and energy shartages, and
sarihguakes, replied, “I don't think
wie'll be 211 that Tegical." Yet Tanaka
Teels that while the film may Be Short
of logic, 1t will ke handied in & Ser-
fous welin, "Just 1ike the first movie
waich was a reaction to uncontrolled
atamic bomb testimg im the aimcsphere,®
spid Taraka, “The Japanesie are nos
fegrful of the feture much a3 at the
time of the 1954 f1im.*

Laid Ishiro Hords, director of
post of Toko's more meorable ganre
gntries and of the last Godzilla File:
e wont downhill im the Tast five or
six pletures,® Like Tenaka, Homa®s
opinion implies & more sincore lllgl"'ﬂ'l'ﬂ'h
will be swintained fn the prodeetion.
It 15 asiuredly time sur favorite son-
gher 13 affo the integrity he has
long deserved, But let us not hold our

{n:‘.llttiu hreaths, J
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TCKYO FIM HiRM
MAKES A TRICK CUT
OF TURNING PROHT

Having atiumed the presidoncy
af T!.L.l:':ruilt Productions on the
deith on his Tother [who founded the
prgenization), Mobarg .:mm:r-
while maintaising the compan
fmsoe a5 o leader 1n the field of
upecia]l affects, |5 alse inwolved
fn the production and distribution
of thestrical and TV films, as well
i commarcials,

Tsubiargys achlaved internitions
4l promiresce with the special ef-
fects for GODZILLA, and since thet
i has made & specialiy of minfa-
turé work asd trick photography. A=
mong its schievemeats ia the forser
category fs 2 160 Moot somster des
stroying high-rice buildings; a ni-
dall wave turnling aver boati; an
earthouks caysing the collapse of
el evitod Troewaysi larger-thin-1ife
formation flights, with viwacious
dog=f1ghte; avarturclng of the “bal=-
Tet® etrain traveling st 320 mopoh.;
and &erospace sequences Teaturing
artifictal sateliites with space
thips eand rockets,

In the Tietd of trick casera-
wirk, Tieburays's recent offects in=
clude a transparent man, whose suit
only 18 wisible, but who smokes &
clgareite; trensforming a mim of
normal size either ta 3 inches or
160 feet tall, as will as crexting
& Tiquid man and gas mam, tha latter
able to suffocate the enemy.

A &n adfunct, Tsuburdys wses
& matte process (o maryy special ef-
fects with rormal Vive-action, while
in animation hes perfected the mix-
ing of Stop-aclion with conveational
animation.

Recently, Tsubwroys was imval-
wid with RankinfBais Productioes in
tha Tilming of THE LAST DiMaSAum,
Company's export markets inciwde, a-
i1de Frod Japan and Southeast Asia,
fmorica, Latin Assrica and Europe.
[A reprint from the May 4, 177 is-

dak of Yariety )

JAPANESE MAN IS
RUL CRCHESTIRA
WHEN AT HIS MOOG

A conversation Depween the
world of the spirits and the real
worldr that's how Isas Tomlta do=

|

IEW

scribes the music he creates on an
olectric symthesizer, He has omerged
4% perhaps the world"s leading wuter
af the synthesiper, am increasingiy
popular device that cam be program-
med to sound 1tkE d1Tféerent orches-
tra imtruments. RBock groups espacs
1211y kave taken B0 using synthesi-
ars because they ofteém 1iks the
special "pdgy® guality 11 creatlos
batter than the real soand of the
imitrument being initated

Tomlts works with 4 Moog g
thesizer, named after the man HF_
developed ft. From the music of D=
basey, Moussargsky and Strawintky,
he produces pitches, combines thes,
bialids g harmeny and rhythm, and
finally creates sympkonic msic,

Tme Mpog, the most popular of
the synihesizers, has & short plang
keyboard attached to 8 device thatl
looks 1ike an old-Frshicaed tele-
phone swiftchboard., When the symthe=
sizer s prograssed to sowund Dike &
saanphone, truspel or any other in=
strumant, playing the keyboard pro-
et the wound of thit thitrunant.
EpE recorders are ufed to combine
the sounds of each Ynitirument ints’
muiicd]l conphiitions.
 "The synihesizer is Vike aa ar-
tist's palette,™ Toalta says. *Music
up Lo now Res Bad definite colors--
the wiolin, trumpet, and other in=
itruments. But the synthesizor
doesa't hawe 1i=m1i5. There are no
dofinite soundi. You creste the
mgrdu:s you have In your mind,” he
a1,

The dd-=pear-o0ld Tomita's compo-
11tlons are eted as bechground ausic

i many Japenese movies and televis-
ion programa (am axesple of his fan-
RLasy wOrFx bt the score to Tohe's
CATASTROPHL 1989 &nd television's
KIMEA THE WHITE L1OW}. Ha bagan to
play classical mrtic through & sym-
thetizir four years ago, and hes pros=
duced three albums whade Lotal dales
aporoach ore ®211]ion records.

Tonita recently returnod fros
his first concert tour, during which
P gave nine concerts im Rest Ger=
many, Hellend and Britain, “A con-
St of SyntEes!fed Aaysic 13 a king
of sculpturnm mustc,® he sald in an
Intarvimd, “Ciually, conceris come
from the stage. For ae, the whola
thoater 15 Tha place where tAE Sitlc
At come Trom and thorg arE Spodi-
Brs oven bBehind the audiencao, Sounds
move nedr ¥ou and away Trom you. "

It taket Tomita & morth to pro=
duce Time minutes af Synihes 2o mu-
gic. 50 om his ncert tour he phed
tapei af $oundi mada in Tokpo, and
mizgd thom on stage through e uke
af four ©pedkerd,

“Most poople 1isten to susic
from two smal] speskers fna tmall
roca, which §¢ 1ike losking at & pho-
tograph of & glant painting.

Fl wapt L6 prodcé Sound of &
large scale.” he said,

His 10-by=12-fpok studio, &
roon in the apariment whero b 1ives
wWigh fiE wifo and twa childres, s
filled with 2050,.000 worth of sound
and mpsic squipmant, There he 15
worEing an hit fourth alboe, which
he hopes k0 finish by Decembaor.

He 1% & saft-ipoken man wibd 1%
& traditional Japanege in Mis Towe
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af the old Japarese theater enter-
taiment of Kabuki Bmd Soh drima, &t
en art history studert, he dtudisd
corpoi ing throegh & course of fered
&t the YRCA and won recognition fos
iore af hit works while sti0) & sStg-
dant. He Tirst legrned of the sym-
thesizer in 1550 from the recaord
Jucket af "Switched=0m=Bach,.” an A=
rerican album thai helped make the
r eleciric instrument popular, It
took Tomita teo years of searching
to find & synthetizer at a Japanese
trading company &nd tern his career
im & nesw direction.

*l am s3ill in the stage of ex-
perimenting. As in painting or sculp=
ture, there aré mo limitationi. IF
the sounds 1 have Tn my mind ceneot
be produced, they must be created,

*1 comifder myself a2 player,
CORPOREr amd arranger. There has
been o comtinuing division of Tabar
In the production of music. 1 Tesl [
am gaing back to the style of the
ald susiciens who played and sang by
t:lunu}vu. -lrr.hmiut the collsbora-
tion of namy people.

'Etm:{nshrfi '"Flrebird", for
eample, would require & M0-to-100-
piece archestra, but with the sym-
thesizer, these sounds can be pro-
duced by ome person,”

With a contract fo produce five
tore lbeat, Toaits said Pe Wil be
busy In his studio for severa] years,
There will be a 1itile tine ta g0
wwimming afd horschack riding bat
not, he regretted, erough time to
stody English,

(A reprint of a tathryn Tolbert arti=
gle from the Dcotober 5, 1976 fssue
of the Teledo Blade)

IMOINSTER FILMS
IMPIESS SENSE CF
EXISTENTIALISM

I...mhad the opportunity to see
the Tirst feitival of monster films
last Fridey might. But instead of
finding my dinhesan heroes faded and
less corwincirg sfnce the Satorday
afterncons of my yowth, [ was i1 any-
thing more awed &nd impressed with
the sense of apocelyptic existential=
fsm that rund ibrough oven the most
grass commercial effprts of Japareis
ClmeTd .

In PO man i the victim of
his own mistabes. Atonic testing hat
caused the re-emerjerce of a giant
pteradactyl. But the menster, in=
sbead of iopressing wi with his prim-
itiyism, has tralts which oaly e
derlfre EMe poniness of homan tech= £
nolagy. 1t has a wingspan of aver

500 Teet, Tlies faster than the

spead of townd, and 18 Iissing Lo &r-
tillary fire. Instead of killisg the
manster, the best that cam be minig-
ed 4 ta wall 1t up insfde & wolcano.

Even though people attempl o
destroy Rodam, there s an fmplicit
reipect for Bim and ehat Be L Lands
far, Pather than dsserting man's
masiery aver natere, gven in 1ts
mat "primftive” formmz, the bl We
can manyge 15 to swoep 1t wnder the
riug Trom which at apy timé i1 might
retum [ fn the frevitablic Sequel}
to hawdt ud onceE again.

In GOOFXILLA %5, THE THIAG com-
morcialism 15 ssposed. & huge egg
wadhel up on Lhe beach oF a Fidaing
v{llage after & storm, Local entre-
pEnEsts 2late fL and Segin H'.|‘||I:||r"l]‘
o Evisement park apgyed 1t AE &
cofncidence, the stwore allso revives
Gadiilla who Setd sbout e wnfin-
{ahed busineis of destroying Japan.
AL it turna put, the ogg 11 actozlly
chined by & “primitive” tribe 19ving
on &n atall once used ing you Guess=
sed 1L, an atomic fest. Wamtipg the
#gy back, the tribe. throwgh the use
of magic, sets Mothra (also referred
to &3 The Thing)] upon the home i31-
ands . |]'-'I!}|' whih They are assered of
the returm of the &gy do they agree
e close ranks with civilization
and order Mothra to atiack Godzil]a.
Mothra lotes the battle with Godzlil-
la, but the egg hatches, releasing
Ued hioge 491k sorms who ipin & dead-
1y cocoon around GoedzilVa,

'#

-d;_ .

b

INNERVIEW

Comearcialism, as the root
cause of the sudden appparance of
the mrsiars, 5 revealed fn all fi=
miterial crassness. bot only do the
capital 1sts brutalize nature, but
they 1ie, beat up newipaper peoole,
and marder, 211 for the seke of the
almighty yer. Only throegh the magi-
cdl, nan=technical {ntervention of
the tribal islanders, 15 the threat
pa sociaty Atlenoated,

[A reprint of a Martin Chorich arti-
cle from the Aprfl 25, 190 issue of

the UCSH Dafly Mesuk)

THE BIGGER THE
IVIONSTER THE
HARDER T FALLS

According tn Japanege |egend
[or 4t least Eccording to the Japa-
nese Tegends | receive in the mail
fron press agents), Sodeiila was &
EI'EP1§'|J:|FTI: mnster who $tooe 400
eet £411 and was mot Lo Be seisied
with, | b&liewe L. & mnster the
helght of 4 B=story bpliding with a
cod=s1zed foyer can be intfmidating.
alk alf youw want about Eing Karg
climbing the Empire State Buildimg;
it probubly wouldr®t eves Pold God-

zilla.
fgure it, Godzilla

The way
could stapd W ore: Tool on the

If
4]




Wincock end the ather on the Sears
Tower and mess up TV reception ali
the way 0o Lake Geneva, Wis. (whern
the U.5, Constitution guarantees
wour right to see topiess and Botbtome
less gqo-go dancers, by the way, al-
though 1've always thought that a
g—gﬂ dancer without her top and

ttom would Rardly be worly the
drive to Wisconsin).

The original Godzilla lay Sor-
mant foar g Fw-? ting, sccording to
some Tigures 1've jotted down here,
1f you reckon Eeet time begap at 3
4.5, on March 28, 4004 H.C., which
is the moit widely quoted T1gure,
thien Godrilla was secked out on the
ocean floar for mapte 3,959 yeirs
before radiation from H-Bosh experd-
menis repctivated mim im 1955, He
magde 1t to the surface Just in ties
o star n GEOZTLLA which tures Up
en “Crpsture Features® ewvery fow and
thin,

To be sure, even the original
bBofdzille hardly Tooked 400 fest tall,
but then porhaps he wasn't Sanfigr=
fzed, He made & 1ot of mahey anjwey,
and returned in 1986 fn GOOZILLA,
KING OF THE MONSTERS, a f1lm which
Faymgnd Burr Ropes you hive forgot-
ter he starred in. Godrilla cemn
within & whisker of destroying Tokya
in that gne, before he was outwitied
by & combination of human courage
and s¢ientific cunning, as they say.

Oespite the promizing little
f{lm carper that scomed to Bo thap-
ing wo for him, Godzriila turmed out
t0 be marked for tragedy. Being pre-
historic and all, he apparentiy
shared with the botulism bacteria a
tendency to $hrink upos contact with
atr. He was barely 30 feet tall when
ke battled Eing ¥omg 4 few yoars la-
ter, and by the time he made SIDTIL-
LA ¥5. THE THIRG Tn I9&S, P W% on
the wrong side of 10 feet and had
bean reduced to battlisg & green=
eyed bee whose children squirted
spider-weh jufce &11 ower him. [t
wad ot the flrit tipe movle buffs
had witnessed the disintegration of
& star, bet i1 was one of the sad-
desc. They say the big fall kerd,
but Apll...

&nysay, Godrilla went fato re-
tiremant 4fter hizs 1584 comeback,
rented & Tittle cottage on one of
the smaller Japiness {tlandt and
mirried a4 cute 1ittle rock lobstier-
tail from South Africa. W% Friendd
wiald recotve Christmas cards from
him, and that wag that,

in the ecanifime, of you oay
mave heard, the Japssose Conomy W%
climking to dizeying h-r:'i-iht!. In-
spired probably by the effort neces-
sary to rebuild Tekyo amd howse its
& million inhebitants after Godzille
raged the city, the Japanese got In=
to industry and hegan turnimg out

cars, tramgistors, pop=up tDASLEFS,
the sworks. Gub thes President ixgn
devalued the dollar, slagped imBort
taxes on everyithing and dealt the
Japanese ecorcwy 8 body Blow. And 30
| suppose we cgn probably thark He,
Nixon for Godrilla's finel comeback
attempt, GOOZILLA'S REVENGE.

The tirsd, old monster, &hio
will never see 6,000 again. come out
of retiresent to make one Jast mwile.
It was sgrt of his coatributigor to
the Japanese expori quots, &nd 5o
I suppose wé showldn't Judge him too
harshly.

This Lthee he's anly &Sout 6
Feet ¥ inches iall, good enaugh for
the WA but mo match foar King Kong.
What's worse, he existis oaly im a
child's dream, He |ives on Moniter
1sTard, which cam be roached by a
Pan Emerican 71 t?h'l. and sadnedy hat
cregt 1nto his old age. Dace Godril-
fa could destroy whal e supersarkots
with his fiery=hot breath, but ke
fathered & son late in 1ife, and
Godriila Jdr. can enly produce impkn=
rings. This ceuses Godzilla no end
af distress, and he nforms hiz off=
spring that he'd betier shape sp.
The kid teied, but Bas ne Tuck untfl
Godrile steps on Rls tail one day.
Ther junior Tets loose with a mighty
blast that parbolls a crab, &nd the
movie ends mappdly with father pat-
ting son on Lhe head.

I think that's great, doa't
yoii, what with so many movies being
dowrbeatl thite days?

(A reprint of a Apger Ehert article
fron the Janary 13, K72 {ssoe of

the Chicaga Swn-Times)

HEY! THAT MOINSTER
SPRAKS ENGLISH!

Arone who's been here i/ Japan
far any Tength of time &t 4ll Rrowd
tanl John Wayne speaks Tiwent caps-
nese. They krow this becavse they'we
heard him with thelr own ears as he
stunps strodt the screen {n any num-
bbr of old Hollywood Shoot-"fr-ups
on Japan's ubiguitous boob tube,
It's probably safe to say, thogh,
that nok too many gaijin enderstand
what “Beeg Jawn™ 15 actually saying
in Japanése, a0y more than they wi-
gerstand just how, as M. Hayne him-
sal f mighi put 1%, he Tearned 1% S0
il

The secref word 1z dubbing,
with the verh *dub® apparantly de=
Flved from "dogble.” meaning 4 dube
stitute actor or singar. Amd that,
of course, 15 axactly what dubbhery
do==they substitute thelr wices for
the wices of the sctors and scores-
ges who appear {n the eriginal Film,
whather that film be in French, Cng=
1sh, Japangie or Urdu.

Understandably, most of the
dubhing being dome Im Jdapan 15 from
4 l'-:-rzli]ﬂ lenguige Imto Japamese—
primarily for Japansse tolevislor-—
bt there i3 at least pne group of
professiena] amateurs whd regularly
didy Japanese feature films inlo Eng-
Tigh for export to 2 dogén countries,

low “prafessional ssatears®
might soend 11ke & contradiction in
torms, but 1t's actually & pretty
godd description of the talented
gaffin wha ﬂu'ld down full=time jobs
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here 1n Tokyo yet spend sany & long
woakend in some dimiy=11t 1tudig--
in happy amanynity--saicking thotr
vpdces and Engl 'ish-'lur-?uagt dia1ag
to the 1ip movomenis of Japan's sost
famgus movie shard.

The Tirst Japanese Ti@ ever
dutied fnto Eﬂp"il-h serE in Japan s3s
an undershiplming Toho comedy called
THREE OOLLS IN OHLLEGE that was dud-
hed gt the old fof studlo In Tasaike
in Qctober, 1959, ard throe of the
ﬁt!.r g hel ped to make cinssatic

Ltory with thal plansesieg effort
are still living in Tokyde-5andca
Wor1, Carl Hamsen ard Bi11 Poss.

Time marches em, ond the doyies
pf the dubbers here in Tokyo today
15 tnat same Bi11 Ross. whose Fron-
Eier Iﬂl'.trpr'ii-ﬂ. 15 the lil'llfr company
in Japan that's regularly ergaged in
the dubbing of Jipanese 111t Inte
English, Aoas recently Finisked his
3605t f1lm=which has ot to be somp-
lhiﬂﬂ of a record--a- Toel featurs

that involves the ravenous &2ilwlties
of a prehistoric monster wha suddenly

makes the soens {n the thadow of Hi.
Fuif (which, of course, orgts in
the grande firale) and proceeds to
turh & happy susmre outing ints a
iiind of plesiossurian {ree unch,
it"s & good thing Hoss mﬂdu
his dubbers with an ssple supply of
:nul_.,rl drops {in additiom fao I:Hgfl:.h
F Big Hacs H-d gallons of coffer)
hl!l.’.lui-'! they had to wade through an
Engl ish-language script Tor THE MO0-

STER FROM FUJI fokfah hen been S180ed
BR IR

LETEND OF DIEGEALURS AND MOWST
L Pralish-langeass releaae=-5a, )
:Fl:ﬂt was 10% ﬁifﬁ-s:iunlﬂlt dia-
Tog i"'fnu mean, professort=--5light
pause=="1t was a Mesozofc plersdac-
tylald?™] and 90% assorted gaips,
gurgles and screans of terror, Basgs
and gurgies are child's play for tho
professiona] dobber, but scress)
from 9 te S5 for two days rueding 14
8 Vicense for laryngitis,

Bt hpw do Ehey dub & 1127 How
do Lhey go abouk 117 What do Lhey
actually do?

fkay, first of all the fllm 1=
cut Tnto a5 wany as 200 pleces, with
moat of the pleces rupning some 20
gr 30 secords or lesd, snd rarely
a5 much 4% & minuts, The esds of
pack plece are $pltced together 1o
fora gn endless "loog®™ and when
these Toaps arme put on The 5|rl:|.‘!EI:-
tor, bocauie they aré loogd, Lhey
kpep il"m1n-;| the same shorl SC&n
over and aver agaim until the actors
and actresses In the dtudio Rave
been able to synchronize their Dng-
1ish=language dieleg with the 1ip
mavERenlE o8 Lhe soroen.

Each actor ard &ctress works
feom & script Im which sach 1ime af
dialog was carefully timed sgainst
the origimal Jdsparetie sound treck.

INNERVIEW

For exasple, &n actor in the orlgima)
flim might say "lkimasho.* which
trafnd]apes af "Let's go," However,
"Let's go® is mot embugh dialeg to
comp] etely cover the mouth movements
gf "[kimashi,™ o the English dialog
will be padded out as "Alright, let's
go" or some spch, A wel]-Timed seript
15 the key to a woll-dubbed film, and
this 1efinTtely tedisus job of timimg
15 done long before the dubbimg 1n
the stodio ower hegins.

Geed dubbers are gendrally oves-
teppered, well-coordinated poople
who wouldn'l Enow 4 nervous tantrum
1 they hed one,. They'wd gos to DA,
Becaute they are neb only reguired
Lo Eecdd and ey of Thelr script,
they have to kesp IRe othar &yé &n
Ehe seresn asd at lexst one oar

TOE|] STUDIOQS™ Proudly Announce Thair_
Budgetad Production in Thair 30-Year ..-"*I-
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iowd tTo the I!I-'l'1q1|'|-dt Lound Track

By hl;‘. af & set of mesdphomes, This
gometimas makes for & pretiy merve-
wracking experience Tar the first-

timer.

Like oyerything plse conrecied
wilh mﬂng =aV1es, duh-h‘lrrg % &n BE-
prcise Tn orgenized confulion, &
Eind of contralled chaps, and Lhe in=-
dividsal dubbers, seeieg only short
Bits and pioces of file, rarely Dnos
what it's all sbewk, ard Thoge wko
attend the screening of the coaplet-
ed fil= are generally 1m for some
Big surprises. fot the least af
itnpse surprisos it the voumd of
their cwn wice coming from the
mouth of a Jspansse fil= star.

(A reprist &f a E10iet Reriin arti=

cie from the Japan Times)
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“lte who desires 00 podsess everything msust Tearn Lo
be comtent with mothing.® This Roodly out of antiguity.
awthentic or fabricated, 1s the catch-phrase used by pro-
duter Frank Wong Tor Ais pdcture THE PHOENIE, & 1979 fam-
tagy pericd-Film from Talwan now availeble Ffor releate in
the Far East by 1tz production studio, Eastern Madia Film
Production (H.E.) Ltd., with world sales olsmshpre han-
dled by JAD Iaternational, Ltd. of Hew York.

F. Kenneth Lin's sereemplay detalls the advestures
of Ty, 4 penniless=fisherman-turned=wedl thy=but { resiman
doe 1o his discovery of the Magic Brorze Pot and the
equally magical Bachoo Book. Both objects are the lucre
sought by the evil Flower Fox, 5he has traveled far from
her home in space to steal them for thoy will aid her in
mer degire to control the unfverse, Ty 18 aided fn his
travefls by a magic sword and a giant, mythalogfcal bird
called the Phoenix &8 he faces Grasshopper, Flower Foa's
guardian, a glant tidal wawe, and an enormous warrfor
croated out of stone, the latter teo phenomenon both con=
Sured wp By Flower Fox b stop Ty.

Meation mAt be nade of the gte of popular screen
yillalm Bichard Kigl as “Gresshopper® who guwards the -
mate island upon which Flower Fox, played Dy Betty koons-
an, has ensconced herself, and who battles the daring
Ty, essayed by Charles Lang, in his qeett to recovpr the
devices of mgik.

M so motable 15 the selectfon of Sadimasa Arikcmss
as director of special visual effects. Credfted as "Sam®
Arfkaws 1n English=language publictty, Sadamase, known
mostly for his work with E‘urrer esplayer Toho Interna-
tiomal of Japen, s also 1{feed as co-directsr with
Fichard Cain.

The 92 sinuie f1lm, photographed by ¥ chael Teeioka
in Eastmancolar and quadrophonic sound, featured @ score
by Lawrence Bordan.

LEFT: Publfcigy art for THE POENLY rendered by the wery
telemked fantasy artist, Bards Vallefo, Inset fop: Rich-
grd Kiel, more recently bnown 23 "Jewd" G0 two Jamed Bomd
flles, plays “Crassdapper,” guardian of the film's vil=
lafimess, Inset bottom: Charles Lang as the fiin's protag-
onist *Ty," hern being seduced by Flower Fou's agests
sent to steal from Bim the Magic Bronze Pat which can
produce amything ashed of 1t. RIGHT TOP: The end of the
giant stane warrfor comsanded by Flower Fax to thwart Ty.
RIGHT MIBLE: Ty riding in the clew of the Phoenix, & gi-
gantic bird wnder his Influence, Enowledge gaimed from
the Banbao ook, angther magical device which Solves all
Fmtﬂuﬁ. fote wires sepporting the sctor, RIGHT GOTTOM:
hie TI¥ing Seslicbresses of the evl]l Floser Fox.
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DAIEL A HISTORY OF THE GISEAIER
JAPAN MOTION PICTUE COMPANY

Defel's ooreer kg not been an wepveretful ome, Nor Ros
fta foreer s Masoiohi Bagats, boem {dle in of-
Faeping the prudio's J.nnl-m oourse, fm tils Tadwe “l-ET-_
perid our fook of the Doded [Mim foosory begimminmg wi
Eaguta's szriiest dealings g0 the mbudio's jores-
ffon up B3 phe wnﬁl'l revival €n T8 M 'H-nn-'lﬁ Berdard T
1971 ba oloning. & filwography of lmlel’s
_rn;.uy horpor mob ploturds wiil pHaN!JEF

the pagovd anmd mlu:ﬂ-u portdom of this grtizla 20 be

primad in a futura Tasus

In 1933 Kikkatsu, fn o move to enlarge 115 facili-
ties, shopped sevoral Takys studis sitos, finally pur-
chasing Temagiwd, an indopendent recontly failed, build-
ing additiomel sownd steges at the site a3 well. This
acbivity worrled Shachiku who decided that a s=cond sub-
swidtary; in addition to fts 'rqf.u-nl:l{ crganfized Sainko,
would be formed b insore 185 pival's fatlore. Within &
month Ded-fchi Eiga was formed, and Masafch! gagits be=
carme s eominal head.

Magata, who had enterod Kikkatsu 25 8 studio geide
in 18384, pventually was th spend ter yoars with the cone
pany and hecare manager of the production and scenario
departsent of the studio's new Temagawa production house.
He was drorg those to farce Hikkatsu's lomg-time president
to retign fn & plan to brogk the company's "fewdalfistic”
practices. The mew president then began 8 camplete rena-
vatien by Firieg & number of people, §n the midst of &l
the comaotign Kagats resfoned. Apart from the fact that
he war dispieased with the firisg of veteran personesl,
he was also esharrassed when the new president found
fault with & narrazion he kad weitien for a Filn and

dlnufrurad of sudden dictatss to ds a film "in 20 days
ad eight-thousand feet® without condideraticon of other
foctors. Thede were Lhe reasans Magata offersd tha

NS pARETS,

Hikkatsw €ald the print media a different story,
saying that Magata héd resligned because he had heard that
the studio was frwestigating the veport of his Raving
accepted a briba. According to Wikketsy scoounts, 1t was
Tater “"proved® that Hagats had recefved & 5§20 thousaed
bribe froo Shochiku to sabotage production at Nikkersi's
new Ta studies. Amfd all the money talk 1t was ascer=
tained that & part of the sun neseded for forsisg Dai-Ichi
Efgs came frem en exclusive Englfish schea] for children
of the to Elfte Pun By Mapata®s wife, Bbut Juil whirs
the remainder came from went undetermined. D&i=lchi Efga
would fadl im 1938 and with 1% &1 of Shachfku's Bopes

of establishing fts own tightiy controlled diitribution
System,

The yoar IS4l arrived, darkened b¥ a povermmental
detree that the bten major Japanese file companies serge
inte two. The conso) idatfon was & war=tise maneuver do=
signed t& make easier {ndustry contrel. As raw fila
stock was & war paterfal, 185 avallabil ity to the studips
depanded on their making the kind of pictures the state
required, The announcement credted mich maneuvering as
industry persormnl foresaw the passibility of arbdtrary
advancement or demation,

Masaichi Magats clafeed that the twe-film-compandes
plan a5 dedigned by Shire Kido, hedd of Shochiiun, Wis a4
means o consalidate his persomal power and Shochion's
straegth, This statement endeared Magata to certain mem-
bers of the filmmeking cossunity who opposed the govara-
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ment plan, and they elected him to head & coumbermeature
coemiftee since, 1% wat thought, as 4 Fyolo =an he could
take & mare argueerctative attitude Ehan the Tokyo people
who had come irto daily contact with the governeent's
affice of Public Informatfon. Kagata qladly accepted for
under the original two-company plam the Shirko Eyoto
studios which he row hesded would be closed, Tesvirg him
unidegployed

In his memdirs Shiro Kido confirmed the rivalry be=
twoen himsel F and Hagats, saying that the latter was 1n
chranic fear of being subordinate o sompane and kad dis-
Viked befng onder Kido. "It was mostly fate. mot talent,
that made Magata big.®

To back up kis disliim for the cossol idation plan of
the goverrment, Megata of fered uf &n alternative that
woald ereabe three companies fnstead of two. The Office
af Pobldc Information quickly realized that this new;
third company, composed of fires with weak nanagement,
would have mo eilab]lished ewecutive staff o oppose gow-
errment policy. praviding the Office with mjor control
OvEr & new corpary That would Se Truly *semi-afficial.®
Magata's phan was quickly ratificd, and almst eweryone
was content.

The excepifon was Kyusaky Hord, head of Mikkatiu.
His studlo, Safinko and Dafts wers to be corbined to form
Dafed (Daf-Mihon Eiga, or The Greater Japan Motfom Pic-
ture Comparny]. which would mike Kidkatiu include its
large chain of theat=es Tn the merger without receiving
equivalert credit for these assets as the merger was to
e made im terms of production facilities alese. Im an
attempt to Salvage his own company, lorl earred the dig-
pleaiyure of the higher powers, When the Lise arrived to
Jolm assets, Mikkatsu was purpasely undervaloed, while
Shimin wad padded o the extent that §t becems the domi-
nant compary 1n the combine, Skinko®s mew head found his
firm o with the real powhr, and he BiEself osnseguentl]y
in the top posftion. The company head was, of course,
Kazafchl Nagats., Becautss the Board could mal decide oh a
president, Managing Mrector Kagata willingly tock cn the
exird dutles 1n 1942,

Mikkatzy did mok Secome completely dissoluted for
Eyusamy Horl was allowed €0 retain Mikkatsy as a theatre-
haldimg company. This comsolation left Cafef with plenty
pf stpdfos but without ary theatres except those fiow
Ergught 1n by Shirke and Dalte.

Other probless surfaced. With Shochile tying up the
wimen' 5 dudierce and Taho appeading to the urbas audience,
arly the farmers &nd children remained for the new Dafed.
Witk Itz first fow Films falling to make soeey, the stu-
dio relied on capltal funds loamed from another film
SOy,

Fallowtng the first success of a Daved Tiln, NEW
SNOW, thie police arrested Kagats. The Hoee HipSstey, 9§-
sugr of the warrest and traditionsl rival of the Office
of Publle Imformatisn, accusod Magata of bribing the in=
formation 0ffice to hewe his three=company plam accepted.
Magats denfed the charge and was released within fifty
days to the sarrow of others im the Mile industry.

Warld War 11 ended; and Jupen was kept im tow by the
Ozcupation Forces led by Douglas MacArther. The hunting
o6f "aar crininals® was a Btk that kept the Jccupation
busy; even in the mealm of the filmwking 1ndustry whers
a Vst of suspecEs waty drasn up by the Japan Mobfon Ple-
ture and Dvar Employedd Unkon, & communitil arganization
aften At odds with management. Awang those on the 14st
wid Migals whi wait removed for "rehabdlitation.® The pra=-
LRSS WF‘EL‘EU im J9EH, Magata wes fully meinstated, Dusy
with '.l1li plass and h!ﬂlﬂf fdeas .

ds youngest of the pre-war compinies, Oeiel omerged
into the post=war érd without & chaln aof thoatres, &nd
since 1L had been organtzed &t 4 time whén distribution
wii i the hands of & monepaly, thess was mo opportunity
bz 1ime up comtracted theatres., Additionally, tha THirm,
having been faithful to the roserous demands of the mili=
tary untdl the end of Che war, was without pictures to
be scresnpd, Since almost all of 4t productlont wore Con-
demned by the Occupation because of feudal or anti=demss
cratlc content. Lacking comtracts with moat af the top
cof umd-pi cbure dlars, Daiel"s Fands were tled so far as
period-films were comcormed. With the Dccupation Forces
frowning an these pleturad, the EKyolo Branch of Dafel,
which had specialized in Just this sort of flls, was vir
tuatly elased,

To regain & foothald in the busimess, Daled approach-
ol Tahd with & distributlion tic-up tchem® as the company
WES now very much i favor of & Ted-cospany Induibry.
Shgthlld objected 20 stromgly that the project was drop-
ped,

Without the luxzwy of big twart on 1t3 payrall, the
coEpany began Eo exploit sensaticralism in its films:
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kissing scemes, adultéry, eroticisa, dre of the most ime
gEnlays of the posi-war Risses godurred 1n oadel's BRIL-
LIAKRT REVENGE, which appirently Tor the purpaie of includ-
Ing a kiss, inserted g scene showing Tolstoy's Resurrepgs
tign being performed on the stege. In this play within 4
ilm thére could be mothing objectiomable since the Japa-
nese imrolved were playing foreigeers, amd overyone knew
that foreigners kiss im public.

Musgita Becams the Mirst mesber of the 1ndustry to
Teave Jepam simce the end of the war. Rotwrning from the
Unhtad States ke decided thet his cownbey must enter in=
terrational festivals as coon atf possible, Ehe Inceniive
far this decisfon stemming froo & romark made to him dur-
1n-g Bid wigit Lo ARErica: “Are movies made In Japan,
LoaT"

in the meantime, at the urging of the Yenlce Flle
Festival spansars, Giullhana Streswtgoll, hoad of Che
[eal1FilE branch Th Japdds, vieedd & nunber of paasible
Japanese entries gand took & definfte Tikfng to one Deield
file Becaide of 603 "ftréngensss. ™ The FTIA =if SASHOMNON,

Soretime before, Magats, who had more or leds acci-
dentally signed a gpe=year distribution and production
edfbract with Akira Kurdsesia, wis aforodched by the di=
rector to make FASHIMON. Magats objected to Surossws's
UFFE"'. Rolding that the story wai tog ofTheal, Kura=
Sl CaTgATgned hesvily and Hagats relented, But with
many oojactions sinco ¥t wes his money that the directior
woald b uming,

(In the Jeparsse file fedestry operating undar the
‘director systen® of hierarchy, the keed of the stedia,
ar very often the head of Uhe compary, &5 10 the come of
Oatei's Hagata, wes the active dimector aof palicy as to
what kimd of plcbures were to be produced. Respossibil ity
for delegating detatls o & producer wid mol exercised.
The director was Reld mesponsible for everything in a
film and reported directly to the head of production. A
producer wnder the system wag V11t0e more Shan am ereard
Bay, tince the twa poWwers, dimectos and sbadio chief,
held 211 the responsThility.)

whem RASHOMON Begarm ©o take an overly long period of
time o complebe, Megata wes intermsted in meking fovara)
cheap quickies ko 1111 up the schedule. Ho was approechod
by Ksneto Shinds amd Eosvitaburs Toih¥mura Wil a4 Scroer-
play they had completed. Yoshimura: "...because of his
wWOTrying over RESHOMON . Mepgatas ceme to like mo, and at

faied 1F Hegats ks you everything is 211 rigat.®

Miss Stramigoil informed Mageta thet RASHOMON cughi
Lo g Lo Wemice, but he hes ltated 1o agrée, We wai afrald
of failure and the consegeEnt humilfation, amd worst of
alll, the fact chat the T1e had Aol been made “especial iy
far ewpart.” Thid being the era whet Westommers® opinfors
worg 1istened o, Nagate weluctamtly took the plunge

Ta eyeryane's furpelde AASHOMON won, and Nagacs was
farced Tnto grestness, It was & stroke of Juek, and luck
waf somathimy which bath Nagata and Dalel rended,

With the induatry Tacing a double demarsd 1m 1953,
that of the homg audipnce and that of Tnterested forelgm-
grs, thort wif mch furme il and pot 8 1Te%) e dfscussion.
e of the few {myolved who knew what was going on was
Masefichi Hegata. Clesrly secing the possibilities of both
markeis, ke sef off to do somethimg about Choe.

For some time Daied had Been expericenting with
A pEnaEe-rade calar F10m, Lot Tound 1t iE‘\'tl"tf 1-&!”""] 1ni
gual [ty. Bpcause of this Ragels ternéd t0 Eastmancalar
and; although thg file was st111 in & somewhat eaperi-
mentEl stage, sent bed &F RIS pacple o Amevich To maks
tests. The move was insplred both by kis seeing that color
walld be the coming thirg and by his desire to break evan
further into the interFnatichal markel.

The imvesiigations ampiy palid of f, GATE OF HELL was
released in 1953 and proved the answer ko Masata's every
prayer. The file was ordimary ercosh for the hase market
afid pxokic erough for the forelgn market. What made GATE
(iF HELL teporcant swen more was it5 incorpomaifon of ihe
most besutiful color photography éver to grace the scraes
up to that time.

fiow dofinitely on top, Defiel set what thortly was to
EECoME & patierh, Teprescnting as 1t digd the porfect com-
promise bEteeen the exoticim which the studio bel oved
the West humgersd for amd the mediocrity which it was
thought that Japas would mappily consima. The industry
was plated. The days of big business were Finally heee,

GATE OF HELL went on to win the 195 Grénd Prize at
Canmed ard & year later an American Acadery Asard, Sut
the Japanése critics wére corgletely confoanded By the
foreign swocess of ithe Film since 1t mede mo gne's “hedt
ter® [ist in 1353 in Japam, amd their aitituds was that
of the {nsulted and iajured $ince theie forelgsErs
soened to mwggest thet the Japaneso critics did rot koo
their business. Masy wire the articles swgsesting this




and claining that Japsn had suffered a maticmal dnsult.
One critic pointed owt that "in the same way, forelgeers,
forever souvenir-hunting. always pick Japanese=style
saintings on silk rather than our alls an camvas.” ODaded,
nomtwer, is not camplaindeg.

Cafei then launched a regular progran of color-film
procuction and thus becsme the First Japanese company to
g in for color an more than an experieental basis

Evaluating the international market, Wagats decided
that the swocess of his FIles overseas lay in thelr ax=
aticiem, and he thorefore decided on more large-zeale
period=Tilms. Little=by-11ttle, however, it became abun=
gaeliy clear that Hegata was wropg., His polfcy of prody-
:IF';I perfod=films “that appeal to Toreigrers® was disas-

rous .
in LUS5 Magata Tearned the extent of hie =igery. He
fafiled Lo win anyihing abroad, and the f1lms 40 question.
apart from mot selliing in foreign countries; had only
Faderate duecess In Japan because of their poor qualiiy,
not Fecause they were made for eaport.

s canseatration of resoyrces on a few Tilms For
forsigners resulted na neglect of Doiei's weekly breads
and=butter products and & cortequent fall in thelr sver-
all guality. Too, despite Dafei's frequent aneouncenenis
clalming sole comcentratian on "big, gulity plctures,”
du= im part to Nagata's disdain to the dowble=features
11:'1':}' st by sevoral of the other studics and kid reston-
fng that there was bigeer oppartunity for making momey
on & filn that was sucesssful abroad than on the biggesl
fiims ak home, Dafei's actusl cutput showed &n aleost
total concern with siickly-made, bul essentislly trits
adaptations of fiction appearing 1n secomd-rate magazines.

The company's sore constrective efforts 1n this
period were ihe introduttion of the color film and the
porisasion of other producers to turn Chelr oyes Lo mar-
kets sbioad. Dafel also served as example fn this time
frame of how not to make & co-production, The otRor com-
pandes, profiting by Dalel's twe faflures when the studie
widd am American director cn one fllm and File star Margas
ret 0'Brien 4n the ather, decided {0 enbark on a fes col-
laborations of their own,

Cespite its co-production failures, Daiel was anxious
o Ery agate. This time (U Nooked %o Hong Komg and {ne
terested the Shaw Brothers, to the extent of thelr putting
ud thirly percont of the mamey, the result being THE PRIN-

CESS YAWD (YOHIED), a rather dull iF picterially beawti-
ful rmegriing of CRinese history. Hox=office returns wero
nof impressive, Bt at Jeast DatTel receiwved the dubfous
presitige of having made angther foreign co-producifon.

A divigiom of the market Tnto six sphores aesured
exch major cowpany (Toka, Daiel, Shechike, the receatly
farmdd To&l and Shintoho companies, plus Nikkatsy, the
latter batk in preduction) its own private share and 2
présusably 1oyal aodience, amd had as one of {1tz effecis
a partial removal of imter-company rivalry, hampering
groatly the Bealthy principle of competftion. Daied
sought out the teenage awdience with 1ts youth f{les. o=
retic or gtherwlse, &iio making pariod-drasas which par-
tlcularly appealed to the clity storekeopers.

anile the palicy of division was successful fn al=
I':"l'l"l'l’; ExCh corpary Lo atirect The Cyps of audiemce 1t
wanted, 1t was never completely rigid. Eack stdio made
mny Tilme which maburally incleded avdiemtos mot within
it sphere of inflwence. In gemeral, howewer, Lhe result
of this striving fer security within the faduttiry was a
cemplete commerclialization of the f{lm product.

Though Daled had produced the firddl Japanese scfencs
ficilen fila 1a 1949, THE TRAMSPASENT MAN, it wasnt un-
E1] Toka fssued GOOZILLA Tm 1954 that the gesre tock off.
Exger for a piece of the action, Dalef produced & 5F num-
ber Tfor the foreign market titled SPACEMEN APPEAR IN TOX-
1] .I..hf.:r im fyll color, missing im the Toho affort, 10l-
emnly warnod agefimst the threat of an imading asteraid,
advising whltateral copperatton bo end The threat, For-
eigmers rever saw the Mle theatrically since Dalel was
unabie to sell it to anyopne, but the compamy was able o
distribute the plcture to American television ynder Tts
owWh BUSpICER RAnE yeard later as BARNING FROM SPACZE, The
filn was eventually picked up by American [ntermational
Television, alang with most of Delel’s monster films, for
televiston distribution ir the latter gixtiss,

Ferhais even sore typical of the cosmercial ization
of the Japanese fiims was the fad of the taiyoroku movies
durlng the sumer of 1956, The concept of the taivorok:
[Titeral Ty, "sun tribe”) was often credited to Eﬁ;nuru
fsfhara for his short novel Season of the Sun, & wiolest,
adolescont outery against tragition amgd Che oider genar-
atian. It 1< this themp which wat soon Caken up By the
young people whose aparchistic ideas allowed than o
think thesselves mesbers of the faiyzeis,
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ThI:-.IE'I the novield Based on this comcept arduged |1t-
tle public resenteent, the files did, Dafed was undjympa-
thettc. Zeeing the tadyoroks pictures as & Togical exten-
sion of 1t eralic s o peenagers, L was de|ighied
to mabe that i3 Mllm, PUNISMMINT ROOM, about sex and
Tawless youth, was playing to standingerocmepniy from
mrning o fight Secawse af iie attractiveneds to fesale
high 2chool students,

fegldes sex, war and science Tiction, anotker fav-
ored explaftation iheme in commercial JEparess Cingra
wyt the usie of exatic and forefgn locales, Daiei’s THE
PEIRCESS YARG being an oxampie, But Doiel went forther &-
field te shoot 1is BURLBA in Hollywood Tnoam “Africen
Jungle® 6L fince the dtdey wai 4BOUT & JAPANESE CHFIAA,

Period=dramas emarwhile, im the manner of Hollywood's
wiEiorn, proved the spgt stable and sure of all. T, it
too wai wndergoing transformation now that Teei, with
fts serfous, short feature=length poriod-films, was sete
timg thie ;m;u'fll;.-ﬂkln;. thowgh critics wera of The opin=
fom that Dafel wat making the more corcetent perlod-plc=
tures, Om= of the reasons was that Dafed had Bath Telno-
sube Kinugase amd afisuke [to who could turn oul compers
efal prodects béiter than otherd 1n the Tleld. In addi-
tion, Kenji Mizogechi's highly creative experiments in
the aves of the paricd-Tila kel pid I:.I!H'!llﬂl‘\-:lb':_:r 1o ralds
bajei's reputation.

(A busfnessman's businesiran, Masaichi Magata never-
theless, wat always overwhelmed by genuine arbitts, being
fascinated by both them amd thedr work. ODespite his repe
wtatfom A% & saker of the mit Ainteresting and moet fi-
namcially suecessful of pot-boilers, Kagata mad aleays
1ikmd to wis his commrcial talomts to help men of gen-
ut, hence his lang asspciatlan with H“.'.-:Iﬂ'.l'.h'l and his
continging support to provide that director With every-
thimg he needed to make good films.]

Im the sixties Dated found 1td mwey-mikerd o be the
works of Yasuzo Masumgra, whose style relied upon shock
sditing, senzaticnalism and eroticlianm, &nd the mapular
series about Zatofchd the blind ssordiman for mainstream
sudiences. In the srea of fantasy and horror the studio
found sccepiance 1n 1Et many fupernaturd] Tlins and e
series featuring glant monsters. one about a huge, Awen=
ging stome {dol which comes to 11fe (3 711ms) and the
other shout & fire-belching, gargantuan twrtle (& films)
whogse First film finds him 1n simply & mOnster=on=the=

leose premise, but who lster became & sort of accidental
savior of mankimd,

in December, 1971 1t all coased to exist. Delel de-
clared baniruptcy amid a nueber of suspicions and accuta-
chome which btcurmed iR & “blosdy™ climate of corruption
in panagement over money &nd political imalvement,

The lengthy Benkruptcy Battle contineed into 1972,
In Apri1l the bankruptcy adninistrator for the dofumck com-
pamy sued the four miecutives aof the {nsolvent Tirm. in-
cluding president Masalchi Mageta, for approximately 51.6
millian s damages compemtation. According to the sult
filed with the Tokye District Cowrt, the four executives
had made 1liegal dizburseesets in donations o palitical
grouss and otker Eccomnts heyond tee company's mormal
business ativities amd incurred losies o the tiodio un-
£l it went bankrupt Decomber 23, 1571,

Dutef wai revived in the susesr af 1978 ynder the
presidency of newspaper publiszher Yasuyoshi Tokuma. The
Duind parent company mow had four subsidiaries, one of
which dealt extlusively with distribution, & second with
production, and the remainimg two operated stedios in
Tokyn and Kyoto, Additfonally, thern was an affildated
company, Tokd Tokusa Co. which ipecialized in the import
-:rlll‘.'l'lnez.e films and the saport of Japanese filet to
Chima .,

The studio prodeced 8 maiicn picfures from the fime
of 1ts rewival wp through 1578, one of which was En oc-
cult thriller called YWI8A, co-produced by Tormar presi-
dent Masaichi Magata, a man obyiously unfazed by &11 his
legal ncertainties and for whom supposod offensos ap=
peared to be lTackfng substance. and disiributed by Sho-
chiky, the stedio for which Kagata had worked some 43
years carlier and would later discwn to form
Dafei, The clecle, Tt deemnd, would fever
e wnbpoken,
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Reprinted from an article

which appeared in Caper magarine
{efres 1962, au unimawn) ,
the following represents

anly & partion of the pamtheon
that is Efji's. Liberties

kave beenm Caken with

respect to the copy=-Editor.

The mild-looking gentlesun belcow has H-borbed Paris,
destroyed Tokys, changed the orbit of the Earth and creats
ed many monsters. He 15 Eijl Tsuburaya, and his intimates
are dragens and ogres, men from outer space and donfzens
of the never-pever land of folklore, He has lived in a
world of fantasy all his adelt 11fe, but this escape from
reality, far from being a persoeal ity aberratfon, has
cunted to the secret of his success. And when he tures
to the reconstruction of actual events or the prediction
of possible realities, this fair for the fantastic and
the wnimaginable comtinues to stand hin in g‘hﬂ stead,
dagan's [and probably the world's) top special effacts
filmmaker, Tsuburaya hes enchanted and terrified millioas
with his own brand of cinematic magic. Me has wsed optical
devices, painstaking miniatures and oversize models to
rake the impossible easy and the fanciful real.

When history (as in the contreversfal 1 BDMBED PEARL
HARBOR] or legesd doesn't provide him with a challenging
subject, Eijl lets his fertile fmagination take ower. He
has Been responsible for some of your favorite momsters:
Godzilla, Roden, the Mysterlans ard Mothra.

Perhaps the most spectacular of 411 Tsuburaya's pro-
ductions 15 THE LAST WAR, unshows theatrically in the U.5,
and only recently released to television. In this grie
visualization of the futwre, a1 the ingesuity of Tswbu-
raya's scale-model work 15 used to deplct the possible
consequences of a large-scale muclesr accident involvin
bombs 1,000 times more destructive than the ore that &?1
on Hirodhina. The Empire State Bullding goes crashing
dtwm 3% a 20-megaton H-bosb BALL New York, The Arch of
Triueph cracks Tike & foy. The last building in Tokyo
shnks fnto & river of lava and & huge eloud Sucks up the
remaing of & totally devasted London. The producers say
they put $830,000 fnto the replicas of the world's 3ru1
cities in order to perfect this “appeal to the worid®
showing “enactly what will hn{pqn if this colossal horror
befalls ws,® What 15 notable 1s that this Film i3 not
Just horrible, But strengely beautiful. This is character-
istle of E1J1 Tesuburaya's work as 4 whole, not all af
which 15 concerned with the catastrophic.

& small, shy person with lively, humorous myes, Tsu-
barays says: "My Beart and mind are as they were when 1
was & child., Then I lowed to play with toys and to read
stordes of magle, 1 still do. My wish is only ts sake 1ife
happfer and more Beautiful for those who will go and see
ny "Eﬁff fantazy.”

Says he was ten whon he saw & toy file viewsr in

& shop window, By filcking coins every few days from the
cash box in Bis father's shop, he was eventually able to
by the maching, Once ke owned it, however, he realfized
he could not be seen using 1%, since questions about the
purchaze were sure to have peinful repercussicns. So ke
tr_::k :n-lmjec?:r ::mrt.#bd :.d its corstruction and

n destroyed 1t, With bits of wire, teboard tubes
and & box ho built Bis own projector rE: scratch. He
owen drew the pletures on a strip of paper and tedlously
pmched Bales for the sprockets. The resulting machine
and "f11=* not enly worksd but so stazed hiz family that
the origiral crime, now discoversd, was overlooksd, Walf
& centwry Nater, E1J0 Touburayw 15 still doing remsrkable
receastructions.
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EL TSULURANA

THE FIMAL WAR (Toka,
1981). Below: Oirector
Tsuburays rests betwsen
Lakes. fottes: Against a
bechkdrop of an atonfic cloud,
propmen et 8 miRfature
frefghter adrift oa

the studio “pea.” Right:
Londen, an exquisitely
detailed minfature, is

5000 t0 Be destroyed,




S Htp'l'll-_::ll'.rll:ll from am article
which appea B magazine
{circa 1952, iuﬁ}nunhmuh
the following represents

anly & portion of the pantkesn
that fs E1i1's. Liberties

have bepn takon with

respact %0 the copy--Dditor.

The mild=1ooking gentleman below has H-iombed Paris,
cestroved Tokyo, changed the orbit of the Earth ard creat-
ed many monsters. He 1s [1§1 Toubiraya, and bis intimates
are dragons and ogres, men from outer space and denirens
of the nover-nover land of folklore. He has Tived in 2
world of fantasy all hiz adult Vife, but this escape from
reality, far from being 4 personal ity aberration, has
smognted ©o Che gsecrel of his swecess. And wiapm b Lurns
o the reconstruction of actual evests or the predictina
of possibie realfties, this Flair for the fantéstic and
the wnimaginabie continues to stand him in good stesd.
Japan's [and probably tihe world's) top special effects
filmaker, Tsutwraya has enckasted and terriTied millions
with his cwm brand of cimpmatic magic, He has vsed eptical
devices, painstaking minfatures and oversize models to
muie the impossible sasy and tho faeciful real.

When history {as in the costroversial 1 DOMBED PEARL
HAREDR ) or legend doesn't previde him with & challenging
subjJect, Eijl lets Ris fertilo imxginetion take over. He
has been respemsible for some of your faverils monsters:
Sodzilla, Radan, the Mysterians and Mothra.

Perhaps the most spectacular of all Tsuburaya's pro-
ductions s THE LAST WAR, wunskewn theatrically 1n the U5,
and oaly Mt:"r released to televisfon. Im thiz grim
wigualizatlen of the future, a1l the ipgenuity of Tiuboe
raya's scale-model work 12 used to depict the possible
consequences of a large-scale nuclear accident frwolvi
bombs | 000 €imes more destructfive thas the ono that fell
of Hirgshiza. The Empire State Building goes crashing
dowt a5 & 20-megaton H-Bomb Mits Mew York., The Arch of
Triumph cracks 11ke & tay. The last bufilding 1n Tekye
sinks 1ato a river of Tava and & Fuge clowd sucki up the
remying of o totally devasted Londom, The producers say
they put $830,000 fata the replfces of the world's great
citles in order to perfact this "appes] to the worle®
shoeing "exactly what will happen if this colossal horrer
befalls vs.® What 13 motakle 15 that this f{la {5 not
Just horribie, But strangely beawtiful. This §s character-
Tatie of E1J1 Tsuburaya's work as & whale, mot all of
which 15 comcermed with the catastrophic.

& small, shy person with Tively, humorous epes, Tsu-
baraya says: "My hesrt and mind are as they were when |
was @ child, Then I Towed to play with toys and to read
stortes of maghc. 1 still do. My wish is onaly o sake 11fe
happler and more Besutifa)l for those who will go and see
my Tl of fantasy.”

EfJi says he was ten whenm he saw a toy film viewsr In
& shop window, By filching coins overy few days from Lhe
Cagh Box in his fatker's shop, B wad eventually able to
by the machine. Once he cemed VE, howsver, he realized
b coulld not be feen uwiing 1%, simce guestions sbout the
purchaze were surd to have paimful repercussions. So he
teok the projector apart, stedied its constructios and
then destroyed It With bits of wire, pesteboard tubes
ard & Box ho Bailt his own projector frem serateh. He
@ven dres the plctures om @ strip of paper and tediousiy
h-ntl:nd holes for the sprockets, The reswlting machine
and "f1IE" not only worked but 20 amszed his Tamily that
the original crime, mow discoversd, was overlooked. Malf
& cenfury later, Eiji Tsubaraya 13 5ti11 doing remarkable
réecemitructions.
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THE FIRAL WaAR i Todo,
1961). Bolow: Director
Tsuburaya resis belween
takes, Bottom: Against a
beckdrop of an abemic cloud,
propme=n set a mimfature
frefghter adeift oa

thie stidfo "ses.” Right:
Lendon, an exquisieely
detatied minloture, is
3000 o be destroyed.
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TOM ROGERS

Ax many of JFFJ"s roaders undoubtedly know, Ghidras
{s= & fai, three-headed {avader from outer space. He's
sort of a space dragon, and fnstead of brexthing fire
and sacke, he exudes lightming bolts from any or &11 of
his thres headi, Liks many of Tohe's glank creatures, he
cen also fly [even Godzi1le can propel himself Ehrough
the air, as we witmessed in mD.EIE‘.LI. ¥3. THE 5M0G MON-
STER): he hat fwo hioe singt that somowha® retemble thode
of & bat, and he arploys then quite well. However, he
mlvar et RO My wéry Tast. Rodan Can ﬂtl"ﬂiﬁz? iy
rings &rourd the tri-dowd momter, despits his appareat
sluggishness (he 13, after a1, guite Tummy).

Ualike maet of Tohs's dindfaur-types, Ghidrah acts
a5 8 Toner. .'r"erhaﬂu e Jutt doesn"t fIt im with Earth
mopsters becayuss he doesn't speak their language (accor=
ding to Tobka, &1] rentiers Speak the same |anguadge; i'm
Juit relating thedr opiniom, $0 don't hold ¥t agatnat
nn'llE Tht‘tl‘-ll-r the reason, Ghidrak 15 ong (thrae] netty
Juyis .

The space drason wis First shawm im GHIDAAM, THE
THREE-HEADED MOKSTER (1965). He came to Farth Ist{de a
gigamtic meteor that feli in a secluded area of Japam.
After & while, the metogr bochse sxtremely magedtic, and
before Torg 18 sxploded=-wnleasking Ghidrah upon thiz
monster=plagued world of ours. fA=ild o famtestic display
of spaclial effects, the aljen wai forted 1n ®id-alr, amd
once zgain farth sermed coomed,

While @idrak wet being forsed fn Ais dyramic fash=
lom, Godzilla and Boden wern Tighting each aitker in as

R -y |




THE SUPERHERO

Addenda 1o Part One

joontirsed froe preceding pagel

SELJIM WO MAMY (THE STEFL GIANT--SUPDN GLANT:

THE EYIL CASTLE OF THE MYSTCRIOUS PLANET PECPLE):
&0 minuies; released October, 1957

(4] EDTETSI NI KYDJIN--SUPA JYALANTSU: CHI-
K1Y METSLBG SUNZEN [ THE STEEL GIANT==SUPER Gl=
ANT: THEC EARTH WILL BE ANMTHILATED SDON): 39 min-
ubtes) relpased October B, 1557

(%) SUFA JYALANTSU; JIND EISED T0 Jimaug
M HAMITEU (SUPER GEANT: THE SATELLITES AMD THE
CESTRUCTION OF MANKIND): 39 minutes; relcoased
Decomtier 28, 1957

(6} SUPA JYATANTSU: LOMUGEN TD JINID EISEL
W GEKITOTSL (SUPER GIANT: THE SPACESHIR AMD THE
SATELLITES IN DUEL); 39 mirstes; reloased Jan=
uary 3, 1958

[T} SUPA JYATAMTSU: UCHU KATLJIN SHUTSUGEN
{SUPCR GIANT: MYSTERTOUS SPACEMEN APPERR): 45
mipgbes; released Apell 28, 1958

(8] Z0CU SLPA JYATANTSY (ORI HWADHIBU): AKU-
MA M0 EESHIN {FURTHER AoVENTORES OF SUPER GIANT
{ CHAPTER EIGHT): DEVIL INCARMATE); 57 minuwbes;
relcased March 77, 15549

{8) T0KY SURR JRATANTSU (0A1 KYUBU): DO®UGA
DOROKL [FURTHER sbvEnTumss oF SUPER GIANT {CHAP-
TER MEME): KIMGDOM OF THE WEMOMUE MITH); 57
minutes; released Aprill 24, 1959,

The first efx M8 formed 3 {ndependent,
Lad=part atorles, aod wore directed by Torws
Ishii. The Englisk t1tles found in Japanese press
sheets arn: (1) THE STEELMAN FROM OUTER SPACE,
(2} RESCUC FROM OUTER SPACE, (1) IMVADESS FRM
THE PLANETS, (&) THE EARTH TN DAMGER, (5) THE
SIMISTER SPACE-SHIP%, (&) THE DESTRUCTION OF THE
SPACE-FLEET. The last three 1lms wore indepen-
dent entitfos: (7) was directed by Rkira Miwa,
{8) and [9] by Chog! Akasaka,

Madt sources give the same stafi and cast
far the entire serfes which is Incormect, For
axample, the leadimg ladies were different faor
each Storyi Junko Boewchi, (I} and [2)p Minaka
Yarmada, 1l':rL-nd Eti-. Utako Mitsuya, (5) and (&)
Chisakn Takara, [7); Meiks Seta, Bly Terumil Ha-
shi, (9). The phatographor for (B) and (9] was
Kffifinoby Okade; the composer, Sadsp Magase. Eis-
oed Junpo Tists (8] as belng the aniy fiim oT

series in color,

Iaorican title correspondents: ATOMIC EULERS
OF THE WORLD, “J and {2]: IWVADEES FROM SEACE,
I {3} and (4); ATTACKE FROM SPACE, (5} and (E):

EVIL BRAIM FROM OUTER SPACE. (7)),

French title compilations: LYINVINCIALE
SPACEMAN (85 minutes; #1 and #2): L ATTAQUE (5
SOUDUPES VOLANTES (85 minutes; #3 and #M);
SPACEMEN (ONWTRE SATELLITES {85 minutes; #5 amd

&),

Much of the "Syuper Giant® data iz ia direct
coitradiction to several American referencos, But
the information printed herein 1s directly from
JEpdnese souwrces, and as such should bo consider-
od correct. IF addittonal information 18 whcowers
od en the superheéra fiin betwesn the yoars 1957
through 1564, 1t will appear §n & sieflar arti-
cle next Tasws,

GREG SHOEMAKER

Abgwe: Spareed by The rengeod intereil fn Conmg via the
Faramcunt remake, the Toe! teleseries, KING ngud. is cur=
rently in recelease by Worldvision pmterpeises, Tnc. The
series pports 48 color eplsades, each epprox. 8 minutes
long amd gne 50 minute thow Broken mp (Ata tes 25 minote
segeints. Below: The original American ad czmpaign for
Toho"s GOOIILLA VS, FECHAGDODIILLA (1974). Film has under-
gong title chamge to GIOIILLA ¥v5. COSHMIC MOMATIR due to
STAR WARS scceptance. Clnema Skares' ability to market
films along current treeds would sesn to be an attet,

SEE THE MIGHTY GODZILLA IN
A FIGHT TO THE DEATH
WITH HIS BIONIC DOUBLE !

Byl
i B R ek

oy Wb Maleyiy Dk TS e 00

TANNEAY B0V ER| B

W] [l el gE| RO, e




W

-
Teo To=l =plsodes In Lhe Turther ddvin-

197 tures of their supepherd product werg ro=
B ledsed op Merch 18. SPECTADME [SUFECTO-

), 26 minutet 1ong, contiemed the moniter vi. Earth
sRory, MLSIED MTDER V. SNOGKER (RINET LIRS TAl SIEEEAL,
direetion by Mipors Tamada and & 32 sinule length, fep-
twred Masked Kider's atiempt to counter the ragings uf
the =ad Shocker., Toed alse produced the cartoon featurnite
00 SET THEEN 0017 LINERS (MiFTR SATHS TER- 3L MAN-LT
BESSMIN SEFSP, depicting the tramiformation of dogs into
fightirg machines. Tsutomu and RS four pet canires Tigat
ppaingt monsters who plot to make inroads upon the Earth.
Eoleased July 16, the 50 minute Film was directed by Ta-
keshi Tamlya. (The characters' code nusber 65 & pum In
Japanose, a3 “wan-wan® mans sorathing ke “Bow-wow®]. ..
With distribution by Toho, Tsuburays Froductfon's contim-
wed Swtcets In the superhero Tield was evideat 1m the ré-
lease of another MIRAAMSR &pisode on March 12 with a 25
#inlte rufiing Lhme and direction by the distinguiihed I=
thiro Honda, Mrector Eizo Yemsgiws staged & Battle be-
twenm Uitvanan and space monster Yadekarin.in a 48 mirgte
Tivhuraya Productiont film for the CRFRAN EEFLRNS (43T
TIEITY (FUTORMAE) series. ..
WOTHRA amd IATITUOY ZEu) were radssued as

1\._ 4 A asuble 5111 on Cecember I4 in JARER. ..

= The Solution te the controversy surrdund-
ing Gatei's proposed film, SINETES OF TAE JAPANESE J5-
LARNDYE, anndwnced prior to the studio's Bankruptcy, and
Toho's SUBMEESION OF JAPAN released in 1974, was discer=-
ed from information recoived regardisg the purchase of
#11 of Datei's filnic properties im the latier's bankrupt-
cy days, ome of the proparties being the film rights to
the movel wpon which Dated's filn was ta Be Based...

Faruhiko Watamabe's puppei-animatien f1le,
1@?5 THE LITTLE MATCH GING, was selocted wine
mer af the Golden Marmaid Asard in Ehp

first Fadrytale Film Fastival in the category of “Best
Hars Christian Andersen file. ™ The festival was organized
im the native town of Andersen, Oderse, Demmark, to sark
the centenary of tho death of Jenmark's great fairytale
writer on August 4, 1E75. An international festival Jury
headed by Poland"s rencwned Tiln cartsanise, Jam Lenfca,
chosa the winning prodiections. during the tlrrr-d-l{ festi=
val, more thap 12,000 children crowded Into fwo local
thedbred o watch & total of 58 cartoon or puppet THles
from more than 20 nattons...Toel famiesy cutput for 1976
whd, &8 viual, comsiderabla, They offered na lasi tham
three klddin prograes, knoen as momgo-eateurd or cartosn
featival,; wilth Both Tive=-scticn &rd Enimibéd Lharts.
Festival Mo, 1 took place om March 21, which can be con-
siderpd as the Initial release date for the foliowieg

(kIR

Filea, and conprised the 68 almule AN ANDARNEN FLALE--
FHINCEES MEAMATD (ARDESUSEN SOuM==piEr0 BoaE) with direc-
tion by Tomokara Katsumats, anfmation direction by Reiko
Teuyned, Scredhplay DY IRaks Jyaby and Mleko Dsaraf, and
nusic by Tsupoiuni Hirayoshi. It wes filmed in Easctman-
color and Togi%copa. On the seme b111: LITTLE MITCH MRD
A0 THE AILE FROM TEE MOON (MATOXTY MEGUGHAN=eT S0 ITONRT

80 SRIZNA), & 25 wimute cartoon for girls direcind By Hi=
rash i Sefsuraku; GEEIT EIITMGE VS, ROROT GATTED (RUEETD
MLITWIER TAT SETTAROES] . @n enimibed superhera vi. robot
tale directed by Masayukd Akebd and running 30 mingies in
leéngth; MASKED RIDER AND TRAE AMARONS [RLMEN EUIDA-=dRAE0N},
another Tive-actton spimoff with the mutant motorcycle ri-
ding hers im & 24 minuie shart direcied by Tscaku Uchidal
the 25 minute GUEARF ROBORON, the firet in & new series
of live-action shorts trwalving 1ittle automatos Robokon,
directed by Setsuro Okuntka; and a 16 mirwte color docu-
BEntary, TEESE ARE THE V. P.8. 1 FLTING SADCERS (XMORE O
.r0, Dl sondrony pwEdw), complled by Isesi Shigenc. Thae
wecond program was held on July #8; 1975. 1t featured two
Cartcons: GNEATF MAEIWN YT, ROBRCT JETTER-G; THY BT AR
DO, (EEET) MASIRALR TUT SETTAROEO-S: NDCHD 04 FOEKITOTSU)
dirécied by Masayukl Abebl and runnfng 25 minutes; and Mar
aF THE SPRCE SANCERS ( LCD FRBAR 04 TSERSD), drected by
veteran Ywpo Serikaws and rusning 30 mirytes in Tengih,
Also presemted were three 1ive-action thortsr tha 20 min-
utn FORSKEN AED BT ANUSTEG FRIEELS (GANEARE ROBOIGE--
TORAINA HAKUML), directed by Hidetoshi Kitamura; MAaSEED
EIDER ANY THE STAONGER (EAWEN B4IDd-— SUmomoscd ), directsd
by ltaru Seisudd ard renning 20 minutes; and SECRET FORCE
PIVE DEnERS (RINITSY SERTAl SORTESA), about a team of
five masied superherces, directed by Katsuhiko Taguchi and
rurring 20 mimgtes. On Qecember 20 the third and fimal
fostival wat pretented in which the following were Screer-
odi the anfeated 0.F.0. ROROT CIREEDMISER (U.F.0, BOBO
ARG IS, divected by Yoichi Xoso amd runming 24 mip=
uytes; amd the 1ive-action Films, esch runnirg 24 minutes:
ORNTEOSR] T CAN'T EAT| (GANBURT ROBORGE MUGTOOYZ)l FUINEE],
directed by Hidetosh! Kitamurs; AEIMATELL 5. & new super=
hero epic by Setsuo Okunaka; and SECFIT FOACE PIVE SdMG=
XS ARD THEE BUE POETHES (RTMITES SENTAS OORENSA--40T
pArmsar), dirested by Marohiko Taguchd,..Teel alse re-
leasod several noteworthy features in 1575 The stedia
redimed WOLPE T ERTE0E, SOLFEHN [IRLFUGSH -~ MOERD OOMANT
aroED . & strange science flction/karate adventure whose
herg Bas inherited “the powsr of the wolves™ and becomed
{mvincible when the moom 1€ foll, here Tighting & murder-
ous crgand zation which 11terally rips off it wictiss by
rears of an invisible “mental tiger” coomanded by & girl
uith E.5.P. The film, directed By Kaguhlliy Yamagucht with
a rumning time of B6 mirutes. was released om May 4, 1875,
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MONSTER AGAINST MONSITER

T OF MU!

The saee direstor was alsd resgonsible for CATP-ADACT RN (OF
THE TUREISR BATY (EArRTD Tfostrosimd) shich Blended the
traditiona]l cat-rndter Cheme, sche-meks, W1th tha erotic
surroyrdings of a massage parlor and which starred pornd
star Kaoel Tani as the werecat/massevse who gots revengo
gn her murdérous gigola. The File wat réeleased Jandary

2. M7 and ran 81 minubes. TNE BULLET TRATE (SHINZANZER
AT pakvss), releaded July 5, wid & cleyerly pliotted di=
saster thriller from Toei, the "Bullet Train® being the
SupEr-Expredd That rund between Tokyd End HEkata, Eyushi.
The ftory concernsd 2 bonb threat by 2 group denanding 55
g@illiga Lhat would place 1,500 passengord of bodrd the
*Hikari 108" in grave damger. If tho train's speed 1% Te-
duced to under BD kilometers per howr, the bombs would ox-
Plode. "Actions of the bosbers, the railrmad intsrests and
the police investigators are ¥ividiy desceribed in paralilel,
Tery skillful use off both the real train and sinlatures
contributes to the thrill and sxcibtenent. Director Jwmya
Sato"s direction has surpassed mere cleverness amd created
gne af the most sgocessful Japanese Tiled in recent years.™
[(Mizyw, Variety; July 30, 1375.) Screenplay: Rywrosuke Cno
Jurya Sath; Drigieal story: Ared Eato; Phategraphy 1:616!5
Misakiks Timere; Sound: Eenze Indus; &rt direclion: Shai-
chirg Hakamara; Editor: Osaru Tanaka: Assistant director;
Akihiza Okamato; 5I!|.rrl-ng. Ken Takakura, S&inieki Chiba,
el Yamaeoto, Kemitsai, Tetturo Temba; Running time: 165
minptes, Tavakura Look best achor awsrd at the J-day £nd
Astar File Festival held in Pusan, Eorea in Jumd, 1976...
NECHACOTEITIA D REVENGE, whose special effects wore direc-
ted by Terwposhi Makapo, former assistant director to Eijd
Teubgrays, sas release Mirch 15, JO7E. Also BiTTed with
Ehe feature was & 18 minuke cartoom, BTN NIWGEN--GRATD-
anEn, directed by E15f Oksbe, The calar sHort was irmolved
with & cyborg family and & glant momster...

i Voo Tolehd Takabayashi, who has come up
Iry M - W IO SRR 1@?@ through experimental &nd underground £ilms
- o achieve internatioral promisence N

1973 when hiE TEE RATER RMF 50 CLEAR wis choded Tar the
. E:'ln-ns' Heak 'iﬂll:::ﬁf-i I:I: t\ﬁ :w: 1::1- Grand Prix at

5 Eandhpin, AT TilB s==fiid LHIF eatisre, NMWODT AT AN
GIANT AGAINST GIANT...the ultimate battie! o wissior, + vioody taie (which includes] a it of
; flewthing Lo unravael a hari=kar WP".I;E'l':Iﬂ on The part
of the aging, intellectual bridegroom. Oespite some de-
cent lensing, and & good twist in & conventioral stary,
plic never gpets off the ground and 15 hampered by Stereo-
type rolet and dall thelp. performances. Tha Fimal recon=
struction of the pyrders allows for & detalled Blood bath
Almed At commercial ads, wWith & yen Tee This Kind of vip=
lemce. The psychological dimension, rather than detective
rretoric, 15 missing to mke pic a winmer.® (Foii., ¥Yari-
%Lr_. Jirly 14, 1976.) (EGNSIR SATSIVNIN o [ HER ) == Praducer:
oichl Takabayashi; Orighral story: Seishi Yokomizo [mo=
\'E'::I: Sorpenpiay amd direction: Yolchl Taksbayashi; Fhi=
tography: Fulio Morika; Musfic: Wobuhiks Cbayashi; Art di-
rection: Toshimobu Hishioka; Filmed ir eolor, Rumnieg
I0E mirutes: Released: 1976, ..000EI00d, A00AN and MOTRRA,
all from Toho, were raissuad in Japan on Ducerber 18, Al-
8o re-{ssued 1n 1976 were Toka's 4-part horror anthalogy.
EATOAN [1!&5], ard on 2 triple bill ergagement, Toei's
horror efforts GEOST GF CNIDORD SHise (1956), CROST SToRT
F BANCH? MAESITON {1957, and GEOST oF orws (19€1)...The
trend of sex and fantasy followed into 18976 wWith &t Teadt
two Tilims: Toel's FIDMLE DA TRECANIQUE--TWO-FOLD CATE
[ Efali0= 02 KINPO-- KINRON FImaxT), Af &rotie yarn with &
double entendre title, directed by Takayuki Minakeea amd
réleased on February 14, and rumning 66 mimutes in lengthi
and Nikkatsu's 76 mifute, bizarre, sadistic lhl‘"l'l'lEF. Y=
NEURA N SAKPOSES (STROLEER IN THE ATTIC).: based on 4 no-
vl by Fanpd Edogawd updh whose works were 3150 based
TR0 OF TRE MILFOAMTD NEN (GATDMN Frasl SINGENT ard THE
BLIND FREAST (MU). both 1965 releases, and directed by

" DelTimEsial b7 CIMIMA SHARES IHTERNLTEe guioignos ik,

Top: Americdn prée-releate advertizing for GHOTILLA ¥5.
MEGALDN. Hote the ™R" ratirg. Botiom. Advertising cam-
prign eventuslly uied which bears & striking resssblanco
to the &d campaign for the KING KDNE remake.




Moborg Tanaka Tor a June 12 réledse...0n Movember 13 Toho
released THE INOOAMTS (IWUGAMT X 8O TOWITONDY; o tale
of welird mirder cases, directed by the gifted Eon Ichika-
wi and seored by Tulf Ohno. Produced by Farukd Kadohaws
the f1im was based on 8 bett-%2]11ng novel by the famous
Japamese mystery suthor; Seishi Yokomizo, and starred Ko=
31 Ismizaki, Yoks Shimada, Misks Tokssine, Terohiks Ao
and Bmitaro Mikypni. Rwaning & hefiy 145% sirutes, the film
was initiator for the abundance of mystery picturss which
ol lowed dod to FAE FEVGINTS fnoredible fucceEds. .. 1976
was busy for Toei Co., Litd. Short subjects: SECRET FORCT
FIVE FARCEN Smedll=FE0 FITRCE ATTACK (HIMITSY SERTAT GOREM.
A=A M MOSHINGERTF, a Tive=action, & minute, color
fiim directed by Katsuhiks Teguchi in which the Ramgers
are challenged by the Black Cross Organization, reloiied
Mareh 20; the 25 minute FORTAGE 'S AEAT JOVENTIEE. (RO
Kow 80 gifeckry ), a Tive-action, color plcture directed
by Toyohiko Hatakeyama im which the robot hero Robakon
refcues a Triendly girl from marrlage to a space pirate,
released Mirch 20; also relpased March 20, O, F.0. RODOT
GBS TERS BS, GREAT MAZIWSE (. F.0. ROBO-OUEENTATES TAT
URES MGING ), 8 27 minute, anlmated, color film direc-
ted by Dsamy Kasal 1n which friemdly rocbot Gurendaiser
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faces his ally. the Grest Maringa, controlled by &lfens
from Vega; and the following film 211 released July 18,
1976: & 31 #lnube, colorficope animated T1lm, STEEROAIEER,
FOBIT GETTER-G, GREAT MLZINGA--BATTLE! TRE BIT MOESTER
{OUENDATIA, T DARON0 -0, RRETY MASIWGA ¢ FESSEN| DMTRAT-
Ji g directed By Matayukl Terukita, Tn wabeh the 3 star-
ring robots team up with Boss Robot, Oiane A" and Venps
‘A" alse robots, to defeat prehistordc monster Oragon=
fAUrUL | SECRET FORCT FIVE RADGERS--00M8 SIERITAVE (8-
ITEl SERTAT COPPLNS - BANTOAN BARTITN). & 21 minute, 1ive=
action, calor film directed by Mimoru Yamada, 1n which
the evil Black Croft Organimtlon, threatening Japan with
& super missiles, is defeated by the Five Ramgers; & 31
minute, 1{ve-action, eolor presentation, THE SEACOSETAN
(E4 KAGETSUTA), directed by lssaku Uchida, Tn which the
superhero Shadowstar 15 pitiod against Or. Zaten's cred=
tfong, Spider Man, Bat Man and Tiger Girl; SP4cE IROSMAN
EYOQINE (DCWY TETSWITY KEMIn), & 20 ainute, color; ani-
mted T1lm directed by Eoich] Takesots, fn wdich two “Ly-
baloid® robots battie invaders from the planct Tada...fd=
part from Toel's July 1B, 1976 Japanese relssue of thefr
ALF RAKL AR THE 40 (AEDWL) THIEVES (ARIRARL 00 Yo Moe
PO B0 TOZOKD; 3571), thelr animation Studio was respon-

sible for the March 20 ralease of FUST WF AOGTS- -4 SOURG
THE WMOALD 7 80 OAFE (RASGACUTSY B0 RAITA EEOea RACK IS
WIURI ol SEG\ T ISSAr), & colorfscope, &% wingbe cartoon
directed by Hiroshi Shidara. The production was a seguel
ko Toei's swccessful 1548 film, FURE 'H' BOOTE, with &d-
ditiomal materdal from the Jules Yerne nowel indicated in
the film's title...

Production startad in April om 2 second

serfes of animated shorts under the us-

bralia titie of “Worid Famous Fairy Tales.®
This fallows completion of the first 52 programs, sach
with Tengths of 15 mirutes, shich are being distributed
overspas through the Arthur Oavics Organfration. Producers
of the series, World Films of Tokyo, hawe budgeted $8,000
per episcde,..The 11th Aneecy Internationa] Animatice
Film Festival displaved a fantasy work from Japan. Eihi-
chirg Kmwamoto's 19 minute puppet film, DOSGET, “...re-
vedled extriprdinary workmamship in creating 4 tragedy of
a thwarted woman turned into a demcn to wreak vengeance
om & Tyirg pligrim.” [Gene Moskowlitz: Variety; July B,
T ) o ETHG JONS W8, COOLNEEL was refssy n February
im Jepan B3 cath in om the foccesd of Paremount's EAWD
Xom? in that country...The Tsuburaya Productioss /Rankin=

Preproduction
publict ty
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Bass co-production THE LAST orsosist, telecast om RBC on
February 11, 1977, obtatmed & rating of 25.2% and 4 437
share of a1l television sets turned on in that time par-
fod, ranking the file number 3 for a1l made-for-TY mov-
fes broadcast botween Septomber B0, 1978 and September 4,
1977. The M= was rélsated in JEpan a8 POSLN FROET SUIT
POLAR BORER (KYOXUTED TANKENSEN FORA-BGRA) on Septesber
I8, 1677, Tha Japamese wersion ran 105 minutos and was
distributed by Towa...AEt the Z3rd AsTan Film Fedtival
held in Bargkok om Hovenber 18-28, 1977, Shochikuy's VII-
LACE OF 5 CRAPESTONES was homored with an award for "Best
krt Girection™ and Toho's FOUSE for “Best Special Ef-
fects®. .. Mazuhiko Watanabe's short, animated poppet 11m
AEAUTY AND TRE BSLST wat mwarded a "Silver Tin Soldier®
at the 2ed Fafrytale Festival held at Oderse, Oenmark on
Sephterbar 13, 1977...5 very interesting film program o=
curred at the Bonged Theatre in Tokyo at the end of 1977
featuring a compact festival of Japaness Tantasy movies:
ESPY, MATANGS and THE F-NAN (Dec. 19); SUPERIIANT #) and
#5, NIy and Guimed [Dec. 20): SATASTHOPRE 1008 and SUB-
NERSTOR OF JARAF (Oec. 21)3 CAFP4, X FRON OUTER SPACE and
Pizar (0ec. 22): COXEY, THE SROW MONSTER (MALP FUMAN) and
CENOCTOE [Dec. 23): THE INVISIELE AVEWCER, SECRET OF TEE
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TELNULAN dnd THE MMAN FaAPOR I_i!l.l. P4l thi Tol lowing
wepk w25 dominated By & more medern double-Bi11 with TaE
GEVIL'S WURSERT Song and BOGSE. ..Angther nanga=matsurd
from Toe! premlered severa] Tilms on Apri y 1907, The
maism attraction was & cartoon fﬂtul‘!‘, FORLOTE G TRET
FESLES==THE ERIN PRINCE (AT NEFRARY DO ==SL0T0R0 52
W), directed by Takashi Abe. The svent 2050 contaimed
the short sgbjects SOAAT TROMMAN ONE-SEVEN (QLITETSIA TN
wai-srmtN) . directed by minory Yomade, & Tive-action shart
in which the title robot batiles a counterpart named
Brain, and SFER ELECTRCNET D FOROT (MMRAEATTLEN Vel
(CHODERTT ROBS MOWBATORE *v*J), an animated 111n directed
by Tadsd Nygehard, im shich the robok hera Taces an allen
menaoe swikensd on Earth after g slymber of 35,000
_'|'HI"5-...‘.15-I.'.1 from Taed 1n 1977 camse Lhe Terus Anpal/Eanii
Arard produced BILETING OF TEE [OG-000 [ IRUCANT B85 D=
TART ) & ﬂrﬂmuuﬂr titled HONEN RITH THEY FVIL SPIRIT (AR~
RED BOTFONEA ), buat retitled to capitalfzie on the popualarity
af Taha's THE INUGEM['S to whick It was e related af
all. Photographed By Hanjirp Makarawa, this swpernaturs)
thriller s soripbed by the fila'"s director, Shunya 1o,
wha retusnied to the screen after a four yesr abience.
RAUNTIEG starred Kyoko Kishida, Shinyva Owada, Jun loumi,
Masam| Mategiwa, Hides Murota, Miruno Surukl, and Akika
fyyama, Alio featured were Emlko Yamauchl, Miguho Suruka,
Jumya Kato, Ko Ito, Eayoko Shiraishi, amd Wohuro Mitani.
Art director was Tadaror] Kawsna; editor, Takes Toda.
Sharduke Kikuchi did the Scoring. and Taksnori Kometiw
aegineernd The sound, Toel pulllcity claimed the TiTm
Surpiiied THE EXDSCINT, THE OMEN and CARRIE fm Ehedr cwn
flglds.. .

Recording o Tomopued Taraks, execulive

'::' '::' producer far Tolko, e stedio i3 readying

3 co-productions with a3 niny American
filmakerd. The Tirsi venlure proposed wiuld be & remike
af the H.0. Be11s novel, The Time Machine, dome 1n agso=
cletlon with Seorge Pal wiose 156} wersion of the shory
won an Academy Award for special effects. The 5F project
15 to Tmciipde Buch wonders a5 glant Beos and crabs, Shaat-
Irg will be Bandled im Jepan with fmeestnent cost snd pro=
fit sharirg on & 50/50 basis. The second co-production,
described a5 & horror piece, will be made with Aserican
producer harles Yoursgman's Punch Prodectioss, To Ba

soripted by Reabes Bercowitz, podmal W11l concern (tseld
w1tk & monster who appears whes Mi. Fudl erupts and RS
eventual sttacking of Tokyo in & guest for food. The -
=l project wil1 be another monsier enkry, SOULILLE ¥E.
WEGANTIL, to be co-prodeoed with Henry G. Sapersiein’s
PA Pletures. "We were offersd more than 5 proposals,”
Tanskg said, "but we decided ypon the thres Tisted.®. ..
NESSTE, the proposed 7 mi11ton featare about the Lochk
Mess monster, Est run into productfon probless but §s
st111 slated %o be produced by Harmer Films of Englard,
Tuan Lieyd's Paradine Films {though withest David Frost
as orlginally planned} and Toho of Jepan. Toho §5 Sched=
aled to fi1m the effects which al Tast report wern (o Bo
sccomplidhed fo the Ltune af 1350,000. The Lcript By Jobn
Starr, Bryan Forbes apd Christopher Wicking was corpieted
the Tast woet of September, 1976, The Tinal ikoolirsg
script by Forbes. also completed, was to have gone before
the camerat in May of 1978, but so far production still
kes mot bagun on what gppeart %o be an §11-fated project...
Due in the fa1l of 1979 15 Rankin/Bans' latest J.R.R. Tol-
lien adeption, FRop0-—_THEE momurr fr. Anfmatiom of the fea-
ture will be Bandled In Japas with post-production work

to follew in the U5, Produced and d1recied by Arthur
Eankfin, Jr. and Jules Bess, and scored by Maury Lews with
Iyrics by Jales Bass, the MIn w1 have & screenplay
authired by Romed Muller from the Tolkies books The _;HE-
turn of the Eing and The Hobbit, Rankin and Bass™ anime-
tTon coordinetars &cain &re loru Hara and Tsugunobu Kubd.
¥olces will be provided by Orson Bean, Theodore Bikel,
Willies Conrad, Johm Husion, Roddy McDowell, Theodere, amd
the versatile Pagl Frpes, ..

Below 1&fL: Soectvsman in a tussle with the evil, monkey-
1ike Gorl, mesesis of the 2t2elman in Mis own felevision
series. Telecasty Isternetionsl, Inc. i3 presestly syndl=
cating the show Ep statless throwghout Gthe U5, Below:
Thie superhero tean kngwm as the Five Bangers. Like 3pec-
tremam, this ealorful growp of de-gopders has starmed In
i pumber of short filnt released 8o thestres a5 well as
in their owe feleseries, Each of the force has & differ-
ent colored costume, helmet erblem, and Aelmel puseTal.
&% prosent there s no Americam distributar.
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MY ELD0D SELONGS TO SOMEONE ELSE (alt.: BLOGD; D950 CHI
WA TAMIN MO CHI); Produced by Skochfks fo.. Ltd.; Execu-
tive producer: Kfyodht Higechi; Bated on & mowel By Ya=
sutaka Tsutsuly Screenplay: Toshio Semds; Director: To-
salo Sends; Photography: Cefif Maruvama; Mesicr Hiroshi
Takaday Art director: Shigemori Shigeta: Recordimg: Kan
Makpmyra; Sourd mixning: Koa-Oye Kowo; Lighting: Lei Mi-
wra; EdiEing: Yoshi Sugiwara; Assistamt director: Bidewo
Oe; Sets: Katswo Kolima; Decorabfons: Takesh] Mackfda;
Costumes: Shochiku Tsho Co.; Processieg: Topo Dewvelop-
ment Co.; Fightd fedtructor: Takemitsu Watanabe; With
the cooperatiom of Yokohama Dreamland: Production manager:
Tadashi Snibata; Assistant production manager: Jumichi
Hire; Starring: Shn"ti kano | uke), Franiie Sakai {Re=
kusake Sewemira), Etsuko MenT (Fussko), Wataru Machi

BLOOD

{Remkod, lchiro Hakays (Itami), Toru Abe {Toraichiro Ya-
mage), Isao Hashimabs {Samonil), Yoshiwo Raki (Ohashi),
Ewniyade Atdwal (Adechi), Kagzuo Kato (Fukuda}, Takanoha
Hozumi (Forf), House| Komatsu {chief of pelice), Hatswd
Tamatand I}Ituﬂ Efn Omae (Hauda): Ruemfng Efme: G4 mies.
Feleased on OCtober 12, 197E,

Ryesuke Kinugass, & senile Tedividual, hears abouk
a thriving new town and sets oot to find a job there,
Expecting o find a peaceful emvironment, Mis belfef {s
shattered whem he sees the murder of 2 yourd man, Yemage,
the son of the bown'i fousder, Einugawy foom fimds the
town no different than other nes towes, for gangsbers are
quick & get a foothald.

Kfragewa befriends Rokusube Smsamura who takes the
rpw-comer t0 4 bar. BEofore long, three men kick open the
door to the estabTishment and begin aenoying the propri=
etress ard her female assistant, Fusako, A sudden wio-
Tert change overcomesy Kimugass,. [xclafming something wn=
fmtelligible 1n a different language, although he knows
orly Japanese, Kipugiwd wges & one—men war against the
irtruders, trouncirg them all with Tittle effort. Eipys
gasd appears to be a verdtable Jekyll and Hyde,

The next day at the bar, the ;un?ﬂzﬂ.. kmoum 2% the
(kashf Broup. oose to get evem with Kinugawa, who, re-
wersing his wiclent image, passes cub, and the geng ab=
ducts Futaka, When be révives, Cinugawa with Spaasura
hurry to Ohashd headguarters to rescus Fusako, and thers
I".lln.nlim 2ee3 Lhe man who murdered the young som of the
city's fownder,

Soveral days Tater, Kinugaws amd Sowasurs learn af
the fuggling of accounts by some get-rich-guick men. 5o
the two sneak into their office to chiain the tampered
ledgers, but are caught. Once again Einugaws hecomed vi-
olent ;and men are tossed right and feft under Bis hafty
blows,

WiIth no actual wish to get Tnvoived in the Cown's
troubles, Kirugewa"s mird 15 changed when Fusako 1t
kitied. When all the bop ==n who are "poisoning® ihe
place are assombled, Kinupews exposes them and “hell™
breaks Teose fm a wiolent, cleansing battle against
the cancerous elemeaks,

Ftami, Kinugawa®s friend, telld him that whon he
wat a4 baby, he bad needed & complete Slood transfusfon.
At the time, Robertfis, a big Maf{a boss had died sudden-
I¥ ir Japam, and hit blood had been poped inte Einuga-
wi's body, Feifeved, Eipugiwa 5 feeentely proud of this
guirk of fate since It appears his actions &re afmed 1@
the cause of good,

With the town gquiet for the first time, Kirogaws
departs, fn spiie of the urglngs of Sawamura, Teawing a
town where Se had fought 10 hard to restore peace.
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Jl— BELLADONNA, [KAMASHIMI MY BERACONWA). Co-produced by Nip-
== por Herald Flles. Inc. &énd Muthi! Productiomt, Ltd.; Ea-
il-'_r:: pcytive producer: Kattwnl Furulasa; director: Eiichi Y-
UL | mamstes Sereonpiay: Yoshiyukd Fukuds; Story: The Witch
= (1BS2} by Jules Michelet; Art director: Runi FukeTi #ni-
r1] eation director: Gisaburo Sugiis Music: Masahiko Sato;
(L] Lyreles by Yu Aba and Asel Ecbayeshi Sumg by Hayumf Ta-
ot chibanay Live st111 photography: Datdo Morivema; Wolces:
|| Atko Kagayes=a (Jeanme), Tatsuya Makedad (Devil), Takao
i imous (Jean), Maszya Takakashi {c-:unti, Shigako Shinegi
71y (Countsss), Masakane Yonchura (Priest), Chiratsu Maka-
{ | ;] yama [parrator]; Filsed in Easteancolor and “fnleennén-
S eggues® Running thee: B9 mins,; Beleazed on June 30, 1973,

BELLADONNA

dules Michelet, remcwned 19tk century French Ristorian/
author; ménifested the douwbt 1m his controwersfial book
The Witeh '“._I! Sarciere) thet wilches wore women représen=
ting Tncarnations of evil, God-forsaken seuls, wicttns of
the anti=natural fmberdictions of the Chierch, Fe supsoied
they might hewe been the first women to struggie for meman
fresdom against fatality.

It hed been the long-cherfihod with of Efichi Yeamamo-
to, & yourg Japanece anfmator, to dra=atfze this sbory.
Kis desire and talent ensbled hin to realfze his dress in
a Testure<length cartopn replete with lyricise and senty=
s19ty, a synthesis of pictorial design, novel ftructure
i gorgsius color.

O ki staf" was Yoshiyuk§ Fukuda, currently one of
Japan's mogt swocessful playwrights, as suthor of the
screenplay, the yourg popuiar fllustrator, Kunal Fukal, as
art direckor, and Basahiko Sato, 2 brillfast Jazs: piasidk,
as the file's music director.

BELLADONYR 1% the third im a4 series of co-profuctions
of Hippem Herald Films ard Mushi Prodactfors, followieg
A THOUSAMD AND OKE NIGHTS and CLEOPATEA,

-

In a small poverty=strickem Fremch farm village in
the Hiddle Ages thars 1ive bwd young lovers, Jean and
Jeanne, Following their wedding, they wenture to the cas-
tle of the local Cownt to inform him of the marrigge. The
plessure of Slespieg with the med brids on the first night
telongs to the Coumt, but Jesn's offer of gold to buy this
privilegs Fafls due bo the Count®s atbrscticn for the 115=
some bride.

The pExdt marnlng Lhe piw]y-eds consummate thelr sar=
rlage, bwt oven thedr passion 5 wnable to console the
levers from The nightmsre of Che preyiodus Fl‘lght. WO ANEE
feols that 1F this cruel fate 13 the w111 of Sod, she will
fersake oven Hin to gain peace of mind.

With the Count and hits faldiers sway due Lo Ehe con-
tirual cutbreak of wars. Jegnne sarns money by spinning
yarn and soney-lending. Her of forts are io rewarding that
she soon Becomet the leader in  the fief's econsmy, such
to the alarm of héer fuperititious cousitrymen wha fear her
rize might be devil=fnzpired.

With the arrival of winter the Count amd kiz mom TE=
turn home, He 5 enraged bo fimd Jearne more respected than
himself, and his connivieg wife urges him to declare Jegnne
g witch, Tht, the asger villagers decide 60 periccube her,
but ske escapes and Tinds refuge fp & navrow valley where
blecems the besutiful belladores. Mere, free from God, the
Count and the avil villagers. she Yooks moble and Nowely,
rescued from slavery, but not witheut the Devil's relp,

A plague spreadimg throwgh Eurgho wends T8 way to
tee village. Oaly Jearne §5 able to produce medicice to
[eontiemed om following page)
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THE BRIOE Fa(ed HADES (alt.: My BRIOE I5 A GHOST. A Q04N
EOTAN O0MD); Produced by Oafel Motfon Plcture Co., Lid.;
tepcutive producer: Masaichl Nagatd; Screenplay: Toathika-
ta Yoda; Director: Satsuo Tameeobo) PRotography: Chichd
Makiwra; Pusto: 5ol Tkemn; Cditor: Manjl Sugamma; Star-
ringt Kajira Homgo {Shinzaburo), Miyoko Akesa {(esuyu),
Mayun| Ogawa {Omine), Michika Dtsuka (Ovone], Ko Nishi-
rsra [Banzo], Takeshi Shiswra {Hakuodo); Aret dirsctor:
Toskinobu Mishioks; Filmed fn eolor asd scope; Released
cune 15, 1968 Rwnning timeé: BY mln.

Shinzaburo Hagiwara, the third son of & Hatamoto
samiral,; méets Qtfuyu, & courtesan, on the night of the
Buddhist service to float Tantermt down the river. The
fallowing night Qtsupy visits Shinzaburo's home, and ke
is tald that Olsuyu was & sasurei's divghter, and that
hitr father had been held respomsible for something he had

THE BRIDE FROM HADES

et dgme amd had besn forced Lo commit Rara-kiri. She, tod,

had besn forted to her present positfon. Though Shinza=
barg i5 being pressured to marry his Tate brother's wife
aghinst his will, Otsuyyw"s story armpuses his iympathy,
ard they fall fn lgwve.

That night Banm, a neighbor, 1% puzzled to hear
Shinzabuero talking to somecmg im his home,for mo one ever
visits kim there, ¢ Banpe 100ks 'n through the wlndos
and 14 shotiosd to see Shinzabure holding & skeleton im
his arms,

Thee f0llowing Say,. Baned Tearns that Otiuyw had com-
mitted syicide recemtly rather tham take the rich patran
her moloyer &ad forced on her. S0 BsArs IAfared Shimza-
bzro of the whole story but Bis words fall on deaf ears.

Bampo asks Hakusdo, a fostunc teEller, to sEve RIS
friemd"s 1tfe. She sgrews and persysdes Shinpabyro moat ko
see Otsuyy any more. 50 he recluses hieseld in o smalll
Lhrire protested By spaled chiamd. However, Shimrabugro
weikens, knowing weil that Otsuyu 15 no Tonger of this
wirld and ofe Bare embrace wiuld Sean hit death.

Thus, on the folloswing marning, his body 15 found

hand in hand with & skeletan.

{comtinued from proceding pagel

fight the disease wming belladomsa. The Count, demanding
Lo knOw E5E f&cret, Sendd Jean Tor Jednng, cffering her a
mandiong réeward. She refes,,...unless she can have
everything in the werid. The Count, mad with rags, sen-
temoks hér 88 be burmed at the Stake ai 2 witch. Hearing
of tho executica, Jeds runs &2 Jeznne's side where his
curde againit the Cowil results n & sbebbing death by
several of the Toyal Count®s guards. Jeanns, anvelcped
in fames, sowes her 19ps at this poment, She may haye
calied Jean's mame,

Yamamoto on
BELLADONNA

Far anyone wodk in mind and body. suffering all kinds
of privaktlons, I think radness a5d hallucirsilord may be
the Tast fMlickers of 11fe. Sové can ewen revive from this
deplorable sitmatfon, a5 s=en fm Michelet's book, The
Witch, The Middle Ages of Europe mgant for the Christian
clellization to have reached a susmlt, and, for the feu-
dal lerds, to keve Seitled on their Tiefs, For the serf
woman, Powgver, 1% was the darkest and most thankless sra
in that she was discriminated againit éwven by her husbasd.
Christianity of the day. which had becoems bent om ritual

rathEr than mach 8lde, could ot or would not respond to
her cry for halp, 5ke had cnly am Teaginary imp to talk
to==the imp being the Qevwil Wimself. He taught her the
plessuras of treachery. The witch, possessed By the Dewil,
was 1Tke & polisconous herb burned at the stake ta Bring
about modern clyilization. The Toregoing thowght 1t by
Mickalet as hizktarfan. The wonders of hawman conscioesnass
and woran"s sénsuality have always Iepresced me, The pre-
sent gge appears &o see A clinax of sclence and technglo-
5. Ta s, the prefent has 11ttle more than an eschatolo-
gical sente, But 1 am not disappointed, because 1 am & man,
not & robal, amd SEET] eetadn at least & piece of madness.
55 thinking, I declded to dramatirze Michelet's The Witch.
The anfrated fiim s an fdeal velicle with which T de-
geribe the world of the elind a2 written 1n his bock. In
this filim 1 gave the Devil a eertain tmage and formalized
the &xpresilon 50 that the mental acticrs are depicted by
aninztion and the maternal world By stills, The movesent
of anfeated file as opposed fo the static quality of the
2ti118 provide excellent contrast to show the d1fTerence
in the characterf{stics of the two worlds, Therefore, in
this film, characters do not move thedr 11ps shon they
speak; conversely, howover, even a hafr noves when it
cones i0 expressing mental actlon. Included im the film
ars the technigues of collage. watercolor agaimst a Back-
grownd of Basically shite amd the old Japanese picture
scralld. This 15 my howble atbespt to dramatize an Ewrp-
pean subject with a Japanese heart.
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LESEND OF OINOSRURS ARG MOMSTER ®IRDS { EYORYU--TAICHD KO
DENSETSU): A Toel Tokyo Film Productfon; frector: Junfi

| Eirata; Exsculive producer: Eedlchi Hashimats; Screenplay:

Masary [gami, Ko Matsumota and Ichira Ohou; Dlrector of
phobagraphy: Shigeru Akazukay Lighting: Kejf Inowe; Art
director: Toshiyury Ananorly Special effects director:
Fuminor] Dhbayashi; Edftor: Isama Ichida; Wusic: Masea Ya-
gl Soued recording: Teruhiko Arakswa; Assistamt director:
Enzus Moy Se07118: Takeshf Cieura: Publicity: Takeshd
Fiitrota; Cast: Tsumehiks Watase (Settu Serizawa ], Shotars
Haynshi [Akirg Taniki), Hobilbo Sewa [Akiko Dsano), Sateks
Evoshira (Junkn Somcda), Fupukichi Maki (Masahira Mukuj,
Einahd Rakamura (Hideyuk? Saka{}, Hiroshi Hawa (Masphiio
Hiywwakl), S50 Takizwa (Jiro Shimamoto}, Yusuke Tsukasa
{Susums Hirano), Go Maweta [Hiroshd Suglyama), Yokarf Mi-
yazen [Hiraks Takami), Masakira Arikass .EEHH'M Shintaku),
Tarikath] Karezawd (Uemira), Sachio Mivashire (Kobayashili
Fiimed im ToeiScope and Exstmanlolor; Runnfng Lime: 23
nimites; Belmse date: April 20, 1907 Production began
an locatiom at Mount Fufi, Dctober 12, 1076,

LEGEND OF DINOSAURS

A series of great esrthguakes Chroughoul the globe
combined with umusual clfmatic changes that rl?urll‘.'d'lr
herald another fce age Tndicate the sarth 15 slowly ap-
prosching & erisfs. Several evenis fn Jopan, apart fros
creating economic and palitical turmoil, initiate a fear
syndrone in am already restiess society.

It 18 Augmst, 19, susser changing dutuesard, Cam-
pers at the base of ME. Full partake of the fast-disap-
pearing summer, but alresdy Fufi 15 capped with wnsesson-
Fike snow. Mow dormant, HWt. Fulf Bas & wery short history,
1ts erupkion causing the formatfom of Vs Five lakes,
three of which are suppasedly conmected under bhe vast
lava figld of Aokfgamara,

from the depibe of the Aakigisara Forest, which ex-
tends from the banks of Labe 581, one of the lakes sur-
roundfng Fufji, & badly bruised end shocked yourg girl e-
perged, breathing her Tast after mallering @ few strange
words, The incident forces Setsu Serizamwa, a geologist
working AS an Apprafiser of ornamemts] Stones, Tnbo & Bas-
ty favestigation of Mt. Fujil. His professional {nterest
is plousd, fostersd by his deceased father's theory that
dinasaurs exfist sround Lake 5ai. SE10101ed by hibernaticn,
they ere swaiting climatic and catac)ysmic champes to
froe them, This theory., scormed by the poblfc, resylted
in &n araiely that evertually wWeakened and KElled Setsu's
father.

fn the forest Setsu pluemets down & slope ieockieg
himtelf weconsciouws due to an pneapected sarth trewor. He
is rescund by Shohef Muku, o man vastly Enow]edgesbie a-
Bout Full and §ts envirems and a3 such Tinds Setsu's Takh-
er's theory ebsurd.

Mys berfous events begin to ococur around the mountain:
bats are congregating durfng the day; the population of
the insect world {8 multiplying; an imrdirete increase
in the water terperature of Lake 5ai 5 eccurring. Addieg
Lo the mystery are the disappesrances of a youmg couple
who had been rfding fn a “pedal boat® on the warm lake
and the death af the diver sest to Tocabe the bodies.

The rext day Setsu vistts the Fu! Weather Laborg-
tory. He learns of recent chamged iR the earth's crust
fn Ehe Fuji ¥alcanic Zome, which curiously paralicls the
corditioms necessary for the appesrance of the dinosaurs
a5 se% Torth by Ais Tather.

kn fimcident. Pursuing her work of collectieg folk-
Tore, Junka hears an old woman sing & song rotelling Ber
village's belief n the existence of dragons. Muky ir-
forms Junia of the truth of the “Tegend.” The “dragen® is
only & huge snake, Baffled by 1t all, she bicycles home.
Alomy the way she 15 outpaced by o rideriess morse. Am in=
credibly lowd nofse 15 heard Tn the farest green before
her, then sometsing heavy drops with a thed fn her path.
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She focuses her epes and 15 sickensd by what she sesst the [ — )
decapitaled carcass of the horse that only moments ago L
ran past her. s

selsy Isvestigates the ares where Junio faced her F
harror, and the grass s found o be flattened by moma
|-Ir"¥'. heavy poject. Eeprurning B the Bul wsed by NS
father for his ressarch, Setsu examines his father®s data
ard 15 convinced that Lhe sxistence of dinosaurs i% an
umdeniable truth.

At the anmual "dragon® festival people are enjoying
itk guturn day, oblfvicus to & hige shadow passing im the
lake nearby. At some distence from the festivities, theg
wiler sudcenly betomes turbulent and up from the depths
3 dimgssur maked fts threatening appesramcn, dewdaring
te students before It plunges back into its watery habi-
tat, & survivor and & UP] reporier who witmossed the ca-
lamity boar the news to the v1llage of ficials whese du=-
blousmess to the whdle event brings mo reswlts.

Soveral hours later & school teacher at the Lake 5ad
Emiﬁ? fite hecomey Anchher victlim, while cut aon the
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AND MONSTER BIRDS
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mist=toversd lake Junks, the folklarfet, 15 sgan to be-
come victim number seven of the supposedly hypoathetfcal
diPTSEUFS .

Hewioapers (ssued on the Tollowing day arde 7110ed
with sendatioral storfes of the Lake 5af monster, NowSmon
ard photographers swarm around the edge of the lake Moping
to catch a glimpse af the ehemy, while 8 research confer-
ence atiended by many scientists isten to Zoisw recite
his father's theory an the passibility of dingsaurs im the
lake arpa. Sut the meeting tyms bo heated Gppoditbon dnd
prowes Tutlle,

However, 8 thoraugh search of the Take !s Institated
through the wse of somar, underwater cangras apd &n "in-
fra-red axplorer.” The chres-day investigation produces
nothing ard is hmr.lli|l'|'. to & clase,

Tardki, & Voral reporter, believing Aokigahars is
Ehe haven af the dlfdpassionate master, conyinces Muky fn-
to guiding him Ehrough the foreii; Muku hopes the tour
will terminate the nomsensical belief im dinosaurs once
amd Tor all.

Sotsy and Akiko, & wourg woman diver for whom be
sharey soelr affection, dive into Lake 5ad and discower a
huge underwater cave which disyirges the remafns of ane
af the stedents. Shock or no, the two continue through
E!'u: I;;;:-. the current speedipg 1hem faster and fasier 1o
5 .

Standieg In @ hellow dnts whicn both héve tu=bled,
Tamik! and Muky GaIE fn terrified snazement af the glant
oqy bafore then, & cracking Sgund entues and Lhe sgg
breaks apart from which merges & hege bird, iis legs
grabbing the two men to pacify the new-bern's révemous
appetite,

Satgu snd Akika estEm the underground cavern tRat Ties
aown water level apd find the brutally meuled bodies of
TanTk! ard Mukii.

Mpamwhile, on the banks of the Saf, TV caberss and re-
porters are swaiting the news story of o 1ifetise. Above
thes, ummoticed By most, 4 strange Jurora appears ard 1=
lesinated clouds begin covering the shy. Sreakieg theough
the cover Swoops & 9liding pterodacky], whose dive into
tiy stunngd speclators spelfs & muldtitude of deaths.

Setsy and Akiko, Tisally resching Iih:ll.ﬁd level, on=
cownter the dread dinesaur and run pell-mel] back lnta
the mouth of the cave, Their fate appears sealed until the
pterodat tyl mafes & viclous attack an the land-bound be-
heeath, Thefr death streggle 15 eventuelly ceased by
bouldery crumbl inq from the cave rmoaf onts the misplaced
miscregnts, and the gropnd swellows then both up.

Molten lava begfns Bolling up from the earth's bowels,
its wividness being reflocted on the cloudd above., Setdy
and Bkiks are stunned, gazing at this kell on sarth,
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WEIRD TRIP (KAIDAN RYDKD); Produced hy Shechiku Company,
Ld.: Executive producer: Kiyoithl Shimasi; Scresnplay:
farun Funabashi; Director: Sheji Segawa; Photography:
gel)i Maruyaray et direcbor: Matao Kumagl; Fuslkc: Sel=-
tars Ohmorl; Starring: Frankie Sakal (Shinpe! Ohwadal,
Tonoe Hifro (Umehko and Satoe), Kentaku Morita {[0aisuks
Sakaguchi}, Tumiks Mogawa ([Yued Oksmura)], Akane Erwasaki
[Chizu). Casey Toramine {comductor], Morihei k1 {Sho-
saku Sakeguchi}; Funrimg time: 91 min.; Fileed in color
and scopep Released Jume 10, 197Z.

Shinpel Ohwada arrives at Talll, Wakaysms Prefecturs
a5 the new itatlormastsr, The station's staff irclodes
Thasaky Sakaguchi, who was Shinpei's senfor years agu.
Dalsule, hls son, and Kohda and Suglyasa,

Shasaky lesds Shinped to an o1d khouse. in actuality
a nunnery, and says that Shinpel can peEp Into Lhe wo-

WEIRD TRIP

min"s bathepom, Shinpel has mot been with & woman since
iz wife, Uneks, disd two years before, and 50 ha i3
guite frustrated, As he peers thropgh the window Ueeko's
gkt appears, and, symgathlrzing with mis problem. tells
him to slesp with other women 1f 1t 12 only for Tum.

Shinpel happens to mEel Chizu DEarurd, & yOurg WOREn
diver and Dalsuke's girlfeiead. She Teelies Shinpai to &
restaurant cperated by Yol Oksmigra, Chizu's elder 13-
tor, And bi becomed fascimaled By Lhis WORF " § heaEty .
In the back roor Shossky secretly logks on, Jealous of
Tumf's friemdiiness, Tor ske 15 (o Be his Taturse bride,

Shosaks semds Tomami, a3 youmg masseuse, to Shirpel's
house and seduce him. Whem Shippei ard Tamami are sbout
to eake love. Fe sees Unekd and 15 wnahle L6 perform,

Yumi asks Shingei to go to Hawayu Spa; and he gets
prcited with anticipatfen. Dut when M reaches an inm;
their freended rendezvous, he 13 dissppoinied ©o see
Chizu beside Yumi. And lacer, Dafsuke comes as well,
hawing been sent by his father bo beep & watchial oy
gh Yumi and Shinpedi, but ho enly sscceeds In s=nding the
couple away.

It begins to rain while Shirge] and Yomi SeEk a
bathhoyse where [he twe Con Bathe alone, so thoy take
sholter fn an empty theatrs famcus Tor 1ts ghost plays,
A group of sen and women gambling Tn a dressing rooe of
the theatre notice Shinpei and Yum! amd disguise themselved
a% ghostd and monsiers to scars the two away. Shinpei's
drean of having Yumd 15 shatiered.

O day an engineer of & frelght traln reporis his
having seen & strange woman 1n o nearby turmel, The Sys-
tary Tnterests Shinped and Shosaku wha cxamine tha tune
nd] and == a ghostly fligurs which frightens them out af
the darkesed corridor, Meanshile, Daisuke, st the station,
sens o swipiclous man wearing a monster's madk, chases
after him and eventually breaks the mask with a besbod
wword, getting a glance of the man's face beford The man
escapes, [t 15 Tater Tearned that somo 100,000 yen has
beem stolom from the safe,

At & Ban Pestfwal dance, Shipoei spats the “turesl”
lady ssong the dencers, and Oafsuies spas the “mpasked®
man. Shimpet, Shosakw and Baisuke follew them to a small
tepple In the nunnery wWhers thiy come Upon 4 group af
gamhlers and the "mystery” people, a1l of whom are cap-
tyred by Osldvke and & palickean.

Ween Shimpel rFeturns to the dance, he seel Useko and
speaks to her, Byt Ber reaction 15 strangely different.
Funl comes Torward and inbroduces Lhe woman with Per a%
Latoe, hor close frlend. Useko's ghost says o Shilmpel,
"Ghe Teoks Tike me. IT {au marry her, [ cam reskt in
pesce.® And the feage disappears. Shinped 13 greagiy
pleased and Jofns the damcing with Sakoe.

30

o
-q.
-,

FiT *NE) Emigea @ R



B Cispw | ieraltys ! [

[

=4 L%

i 7]

Sl el T ] Tl

T2 Vi

THE LAST DINGSAUR {SAIGO WO E¥OEU)| & Arthur Bankip Jre.)
Julles Bass Filmy Produced by Arthur Rankin Jr. and Jules
Basy; Associate prodecer: Bemn| Korgen; Ddrected by Alex
Grazchaff; Scresnplay: Wiliiam Themas Overgard: Music:
Mpury Laws: Title song ("The Latt Diposaur® ] sung by Nas-
cy Wilsem, Music By Maury Laws, Lyrics by Jules Sass, Ar-
ranged asnd conducted by Bernard |"|I]-'."-'E'I", Co-prossciion pers
vanpe]l from Teuburayva Produciiom Co., Lid.--Lxecutlve pro-
ducer; Mobory Tsubwrayap OVesttor: Tiugunobu "Toam®™ Kotani:
Rusic arranged and conducted by Kem Hirpse; Protography:
Mazaffi Uela; Lighting: Matssk] Yoeeyama; Art director: Ea=
nahiko Miharq' Recording: Yuji Hiyethi; Editori: Tatsuli

THE LAST DINOSAUR

Hakaghipd and Minorg Eoorong; Assistant director: Shoked
Tojwe; Producticn sanager: Minoru Ewrita) Still photogea-
gher: ltan Batsumera; Special effects: Karue pwn (D=
rector), Mickiniss Mivaskige end Minoru Hakana (Dptical
work], Sades Sazn (Caveraman}, Yosuo Kitazawes (Lightimg),
Tetsuzo Dsawa [Ari director), Moriak! Ussatig [ Special
offect specialist)l, Yoshiyukl Yoshimura [Assistant direc-
tor), Karuo D&aghi '{P'-c::i..e;"ﬂ-un- mimsger); Productics co-
crdinator: Ciyotaka "Jemy™ Qiubo and Kapeni Easal; Star-
ring Rickard Boone (Masten Thrust), Steven Keats (Lhuck
Madn), Lutkher Rackley (Hunth), Joam Tan Hn'll [Frankin
Banksj; Color telecast Friday, February 11, 1977 on RED
Television Metsork in 2 hour tiag flot; Internatficasl
theatrical distribution: Cinesa Interraticons] Corporation.

Maptom Thrust has had it all: momey, poser, women., ..
the worki. Wow pushing 60, ke 1iwes for one thing...hunt-
ing. Mounted heads and horme sarch arcund Ris troghy roonm
in gréest merds, and 1t seens thera is nothing lTeft to
hunt, entil...

one af Thrust's of1 deillieg teams probing usder Lhe
Polar Cap breaks threirgh into a pocket of sespended tine,
Hers, in & mimite prehfstoric world, are remsnants of a
Jurassie period and the largest predator ewer to Stalk the
garth, tho Tyrannosauras Rex.,.the Tsst disosaur of kis
Lime,,.0% 15 Masien Thrust, the ruthless blg game hunter,
representative of the last of &is breed,

A solpet huntimg party 14 chosen. A Mabel :'1*1:!--111-
ning scientist, a famous Fesale photographer, a palecatol-
ogist and a Hasal tracker re led by Thrust back Tnts time
via the Polar Barer, 4 rocket=-11ke vehicle usieg Tosers
t0 burrow im0 Lhp parth's crust. But the hunt proves Lo
be a ditaster as weapoms arg destroyed, the seientfst kf]-
Ted by the Fex amd means of return apprently lost. The
group 18 trapped in a nightmare of survival against £
elements and a viciouws tribe of early men relentlessly
pursuing the distraught explorers,

R handeade crodibie 15 used to defeat the prehlstoric
hmans while Thrust Teads the pariy B0 food apd Shel ber,
thrivieg a5 be does In the enrirgnasnt. But his ashsession
ta kil the last dinosair outdistaeces his thowghts for
returs to the mdern world, thus his conpanions find a
methed of escape to thelr homeworld, ledwing Masten alone
with his crede, handbuilt catapult walting for the beast
he kas loeged to desteay,

Perparied to be & model amination effects feature
[continued on page M)

dottom: Jean Van Ark and Richard Boone watch Steven Keats
:;ITHrrg a crossbow in their atiempt ©9 hunt down the Tastk
naLalr,
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E—M THE POSSESSED [alt., THE WITEH; YOBA); Produced by Magata
Productions ard Daiel Metion Picture Company, Lid.; 0s-
ey tribmited Dy Shochike Co., Ltd.; Execotive prodecer: Ma=
[1(]| saichi Ragata; Co-producer: Tasuyosai Tobuma; Ofrectar:
Ly Tadashi Imai; Plarning: Magws§ Kanassaru; Story: Ryumosu-
r— ke Akutagaws [based on his short story written 1n 1918);
1| Screenplay: Yoko Mizukl; Photagraphy: Kazws M e i 5
J Musfic: Rilchire Mamrabe: Running time: 98 minutes; He=
Teased detober 16, 1976; Filmed in Fuji Color and scope;
[| Starring: Machiko kyo (Dshima), Kazeko Inano (Sawe),
—| Shimjiro Ebara (Shinpo, Oshima's husband). Rentaro Mikunt
I-J [ (Unryul, Kiyoshi Kodams {Imara), Tanie Kitabayashi (mid-
| ! -:1r1't .]HIH Jinka {Otoshi), Taro Shigak? [Sainzo, Otoshi's
TTARCE ],

[t 45 the wedding ceremony of Othima, the oAly daugh-
ter of extresely wealthy parents, and Shinze, the yousg
boy marryieg into Oshima's fasily. Oshisa®s caysin, Sews,
who was rAafsed with ker froa childhood as though thoy
were tisters, bears a deep Jealousy towdird her piuedo-
pister, and 0 on Oshima's wedding night, Saws, Tocked in
ber bodroom, chamts the words of & myatErfoud prayer. In
the bridal =pom, as Shinre Tinds ke 1% grable to contusm—
mabte the marrisge, neither of the newly-marricds are a=
ware of the strange oyed of Matred That are glessing Tn the
darknsy of ihe room.

Shinzo begims to abuse Dshima, claiming that she s
rat porea], and begins am aTFair with Sams, whd has bees
flirting with him. In desperation, Oshima vizsiEs & doctor
wha talis her that there 1s rathing physically wrong with
her, Shee bwrnd thén to & mEn called Unryw, an ascetic de=
woten, who advises her to diverce Shinzo because he s
urder the Influence of evil fpirits.

IE is the Ffall of 1823, and the Greal Eanto Farth-
puke destroys Tokyo, Im this one night Oshima Toses ev-
erything: parents, Rhome and Butineis. Sha mects & man,
Imara, 8% She wxnders dinlessly among the roing, He lets
her Tiwe in the bramch office of his company wntfl things
cdf wirk thisselves out, Thi: continees umt!) Thara,
theugh married, falls in Towa with Gshima, But each time
they make leve, fedrful-Todking spirdts apiear dwer thom
at thoygh contralling the Towe=making to greater passion=
ate helghts.

Twt montht later, Thara's daughter dies suddenly, and
at the same tlee™ 1t 13 Tearned that Oshima 15 pregmant.
She slowly realipes that the spirit of Thara®s deughter
s haunting her and taking over the soiul of mer unborn
child, Oshima decides &0 have an abortion, and while the
mfdwife's trestment beging, sbrarge eves glean in the
darkness behind them, Blzarre ovests begin to occur as £
afdwife rubs Oshima's back with a Buddhfsf rosary, asd
the 2kin touched by the religious ohject 1nstamtly twrns
slimy. Oshima faints. The fmage of Ihara's dawghter's
Tace rites wp and Slowly fades away.

Ten ypears pass. There are rumors of a famous Eimgno
maker of Asakusa whose kimonos can make the wearer appear
to be beautiful, It i3 Othima, And Sswa has comp to visit
her. hover married and wunlucky with men, Sawa 15 now 1iv=
irg with ber 11legititate dawghter, Otoshi, who §5 en-
gaged to a wealthy man 2156 nemed Shineo. Sasa has come
for o klvono for her dawghter, but Oshima declines. An-
cered, Sawy, one night, tteals a rotary from Oshima, &
pownrful rosery, she hes Tearned, And that night Oshima
tiras Tnte an aged witeh,

A few wirehs pass. Otosh] leaves home and d§1sappears.
{contimsed on page 34)
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CICUCTON: SSUmason OF ghan

BARRY SHLACTER

Fiiming the total destructicn of Japan wasn't easy,
and the television notwork that d9¢d 1% feand 4t still
couldn't get all the nation’s viewers on the edges of their
seate o watch.

Actually the destructfon went o for months until &
TV néwd armoufcer appeared with tears stresking down Both
cheeks and composed himse1T Toeg encogh to tell a Fearfu)
nation, “Fellow coontrymen, saypensra...®

The picturs ocn the fube jusned as the studio waa
thumped asunder by a powerful earthouake amd the TV
screen moneaterily wont Bisnk.

Waen the picture returned, & tablesyu of destraction
and borror was laid before the wiewers® eyes. One by anes
eich oF Tokyo"s= Tandmarks: from giant skyscrapers fo mam-
Eoth tramsmitiing tewers, wabled down, covering the
itrests with rubble and sruffing cut the Tiwer of &illions
of the pedple in the Japarese capital of 11 =fi14on.

What occurred next on grime time Sunday night tele-
vision was an ispossible act &0 fellow—-or even repeat,
The Japanese iglands, ravaged by earthiuabe and fire, siows
1¢ s11ppad beneath the water and setiind permanently on the
botkcem of the Pacific Ccean.

&nd thg tolevision serfes called THE SUBMERSICN OF
JAPEN care ®0 an end. It had rot besm & big succeds

The nétwori; ong of five {n Japam, had Beletved that
bad rews would be good business. Two yesrs aga, Japam's
novel{sts and mowienerakers turnpd to themes of deos, and
fourd an gager market among the matfes's 110 mi)1ion pec-
ple, already malanchaly ower an économic dowmturn,

UIBMEREION started cui with 18 zer cent of tRe Sunday
evaring sudience. By the time Japan Bad become suribn props
arty, Biwever, dnly 13 cent remafned.

If the show's popularity wass't ail that Tokye Broad-
cesting System had hoped for, one reason sight have Bean
the aceing. The story of the ever-eroding archipelago gel-
dor got away from eelodrasd, But the special effects were
sprathing else.

It took twd days' shooting for two mfnutes of sultably
shocking footage, said officlals at Tokyo Broadeasting,

cch Tnita]iment was préceded and fiollowsd by & specs
141 armtuincement feforring viewers they wers watching &
fletional account=-rot nestree]l #ie--because the destruc-
tion leoked chil1imgly authentic at tines,

Ir one episode. poworful tremors strack the plotu=
résque old city of Kamakura and 168 glamt statue of Buddha
shook ard trembled befare being swallowsd up by the sarth,
The efty's torrified resfdents tried to escepe By boat only
ko be called Back--teo Tate--with mews of an approachieg
tidal wave.

Kyatd, ipdred by Aserican forces during World Wer 01
because of 1ts rich cultural haritage, Teat each of 1t
fameus terpled and castles down gaping chases before arathar
eidal wave turned the anciemt oty imto a vast wtary
grave.

Cuaka's efght-atory castle fared somexhit better im &
subsequent episode. After that Industrial city was damuged
By & series of earthguakes, yet ancther tidal wawe rushed
tosird the mammoth castle, 1ifbed it up, and gently TMoat-
ad 1t awiy.

The story has the Uniied Matfons organize a massive
evacyatiom that maves Dimkirk ook 1ike &8 Boy Scowt canoce
trfp and maneges 0 save m{11ions whén Japan's final doom
becomes apgarent, The pogulation 18 divided up ard given
$heltér in the Mited States, the Soviet Uniom, Canada,
Aystralia and elsewhere. But our horg and hergine. a
yourg nurse and reiedrch dssistamt at & seismclogical

agency ; are loft sbamdonpd af & Christian church on the
Tast sliwer of JEpan 32111 above water, As thelr hands
claap for the Tagt time, the serips ends,..pevkaps guench-

THE SUSMERSION OF JAPAN TY series was adepted from
8 popular science fictiom novel of the same npes, The
bock gold more than 1.5 nillfon coples and a feature-
largth 191m 20on Followed.

The mowie ultimately became the biggest sarming Japa-
nese Tilm of 150, It helped spawn & hott of Books, an
ffter the alypie sagerine and snother doom movie, this
[T t =1 g1 the world,

But after the two-ymar media bBl1tr, the Japamess
sean Do have 105t interest in the theme. And SUSMERSION
Teat the TY ratings battle to & historical drame of sex,
violesce and court fntrigue in 17th=-century Japen,

[Reprinted from an Rsspctated Press story thet ap-
peerad 10 the Toleds Blade cn Sunday June B, !'I?E,}

fng once and for all Japan's owo-year lomg doom bosb, |

Below: & techmicias helps the “destructicn™ of Jagam along
for the televised version of the epochal catastronhe. The
flames are borming glue; the smoke, titanivm chloride.
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WANTED: JFFJ #1-#10. Fay fair price. B Ridgway, R.E. 1,
Sancroft, Michigan 45414,

HANTED: nes# Fan Film rnal ssue Fl Uheoagh
M, 8. Erence W e given to Tssues in best condi=
tlon on & fivst come, first served basfs, Alio Tntéres-
ted im Ay ather material including beoks, magazines,
mosters, mdels, stills, ebc. on Japamesp seience fiction
files. especially Toho's. dealing with glamt monsters
andfor aliens with superior technology getting imvalved
with farth, Contact Jemet Smallwosod, 335 Heege Street,
5t, Lowis, Missowr] 63132,

FOR SALE: Monsters of ihe Mowies #1-#8, annual, 520 for
sety r worid |ron=marren) wol. 1, Bo. Z, §23 Men-
ster Fantasy Vol. 1, Mo. 1, $3; Eguﬁr Tioes #1-FB
98T =wlssTng), $I00 for set; Moedter Warren) "
snd #10, 539, M, 54 n [covers detached] Jan. ‘63
and Sepk. "64, $30; Americam ©1 r Jan, "7TH
:anE of THE KIMDERBERG], §%5; Fasous Monsters 166 Year-
Book, §10, 1967 Yearbook, §12, #ETN0, 71, 5120, A3z,
§10, £33, §9.50, #M, 57.50, &R0, B42, M3, M5, 3TE, M4,
#51, 53, 560, M58, 55, 080, $4.50, #B4, 34, 585, 310,
E7, M8, W5, BT, 88, A8, 549, #1100, §5. A102, 4,
#103, F104, #105, F106, F1OT, FEDE, #1011, 339, #L12,
taisu. F115, #1380, ighsﬂghli]‘? ﬂ”p*:'!lﬂg -FEEI.
fl2d, s, &%, g, 3. + Ihe ntine SCjence
Fiction Aeview {film fanzim) H"ﬂ% stic Fanzinre
¥1%; 34 Juncom program book, $3; Amateur WERT S
tagazine {filmatig fanzine] ¥oi. I, %o, T tarcagh Vol.
» W, 7, 510 for set; damsdu (Steve Fritz arizine), §2;
Erb-dom {Burrough's fanzine] #51, #52, #53, #S5throush
Wor, F1.500 or 5§10 for set; Alpha Ovaconis 197G progrem
book, $2. There 15 only one umit each of the abiwe 115%ad
itess, Plesie Tnclude §1 postage aed handling per order
in the United States, $2 for all other countries. Make
checks or money orders paysble to Greég Shoefaker, 3235
Collingwond Blwd,, Toleds, Ohio 43610, USA, Order mowl|!

FILM CLIPS

COLDR 35MM FILM CLIP SETS FOR SALE
These ¢lips can be mounted on sl ides
or blown uo to full color stills,

A good variety of scenes in each set
is guaranteed., Price includes postage.

ATRAGON (55 clips) - $2.25
DESTROY ALL MONSTERS (55 clips) - $2.25
GHIDRAH (50 clips) - $2

GODZILLA VS, THE THING (50 clips) - §2
KING KONG ESCAPES (85 clips) - $3.50
LATITUDE ZERD (70 clips) - $2.75
YOG {70 clips) - $2.75

Send your film clip
set order to:

John Loffink

428 Citrus Road
Melbourne, FL 32935

{THE LAST DUNDSAUR, coetinued from page )
from producers Arthur Rankin, Jr. and dules Bass, the
team crodited with previows Lele-specisls using puppet
anfimation effeckts from Japenese siudios, capecially Toel,
suck a5 THE LITTLE DE:ROER BOY, SMOKEY THE BEAR, THE £M-
PERDR'S NEW CLOTHES, RUDOLPY THE RED-MOSEQ RETNOCER amd
many others, the film instead wses the man-ip-suit effect
popalarized by Toho to portray the tyrannossurus rex, tri-
ceratops and several other prehistoric beasts, This time
the effects are the creatfon of Tsubureys Prodectfons,
row headed By E1Ji%s Second son, Roluro Tsuburays, who
appears pretby dellighied to have kad the cpportuniby ta
work on THE LAST OIMOSALR for Arerican telewision. “We'we
reached the top of Momt-Hlanc {(the RBC Leleviilon met-
u:rkjl.' he safd, "nos we'd T1ke to clieb the Eversst

{1rwin Alien disaster films).” :

The ¢reator of DIROGAUR is cartoonist Williem Thomas
Dwergard, who has been the artist for the “Stewe Aoper®
comlc strip ¢inoe 1952, and who made hiz Initial foray
into Tiip with THE LAST QINOERUR, Owergard feels screope-
writieg is merely an exteniion of cartooning.

"L cartoonfish has to have the mind of & cawnra, see
things from different angles, different perspectives.
Each cut 13 sieply ancther pangl. I enjoy wirlking lewense-
Iy because 1t allows me Lo eicape the mald of the comic
strfp and stretch my ifmagimation by dezlimg with Chemes
Boper would never touch upon. Amd 1t beepy me from fecl-
ing 1"ve tarned stale.”

vergard First concedved THE LAST DINDGAUR Gwo years
ago 4% a sbory about &, sodern hunter who travels back in
time Lo track down the last of the tyrannodaurs, But ABC
had plars %o do an updated KING KONG and the project wai
shelved. When 0ino Delaurentiis snagged ths rlights to the
glant ape first, the network Jealously felt it boo meeded
a monster and asked Overgard fo come up wikth apother con=
cept, He did, basing his néw screecplay oa nis sariier
fcenario,

At first KSC frowned on Owvergard writing the screen-
play. ®If you don't hawe soverz] credits, he explatng,
"they start runnisg scared, But the prodecer, Arthur Ran-
kin, insfsted that T not only do the scenario, but alse
be avallable for rewriting in Japan for four weeks, where
most of the Fllm was shot.”™

(Farts of the preceding reprinted from &n article
by John Stanley in the San Francisco Exgwiesr and Chrond-
cle, Sunday, February 6, 1577)

{THE POSSOSSED, contirued from page 32)
Loywn and Shimmo eventually locate her, but Qtashi®s body
ras been taken over by the spirit of Oshim,. Sswa then
attesois to stab Oshima a5 she takes bodlly form, but the
knife mysteriously turns and stabs Sasa. Scresmirg, she
runs o the river and throws herzelf in. The witch, Dski-
ma, followd Sewa fnto the river as Dboshi recovers from
the sp211. Shingo holds Otoski back as she atteepii to
rugh after her sather.

The nexk mornfing Sawa's body 45 Found Tlostieg In
the river, Butb the body of Oshima sppears to be lest
foreyer.
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A TREATISE BY JON INOUYE’

N

Coperent Fears and fantasies of mass destrecticn dre
found fn all cultores. One need omly study Greek, Germenic
or Japaneso mythology, for instance. b0 conclde this.
Thesa primeval fears, miitiplied williion-fold by mdarn
technology, Mave ylalded new mamileri, new syLhical demons
ta ctake the place of the devils of old. These mew cred-
tures of dpsth and darkness sware nol the uncherted o-
coans, Bul the wncharted subconsclous of modern clviliza-
tian. Qur modern-day cyclapd, btelevisiesn, exploits owr
evaryday fears of possible chemical, bielogical or atomic
extinction. The monsters of the Gresks are s6901 with [F]
Bk Tn different and diversified formi.

A casa n point are the mamy eonster f8ims appearing
throggbaut the Imfustrialized conkerd af Lhe winld during
the ismsediate aftermath of Lhe Tecond Norld War, and bthe
mst=1ndustrial, sccie]l resolutices which ovolves from
this confl ek,

Al tkowgh our initial feer of nucledr war s etien-
od todey [we have different fears presentiy @.9., the one
ergy crisis, as this s befng written), ano mist recall
the {ntésidé parFramala oFf bhe Cined and Ehee apportunity Tor
Amgrican studios to eploit these fears. The results were,
predfctably, harrer films such a5 THEM, THE GEAST FROM
20,000 FATHOMS, THE AMATING COLOSEAL MAM and 5o Torth,

ALl were maniters fomeboe unleashed by Cechnology.

But & undgue &nd very reveal fng phentmarcn was ta
occur in Japan. A form already intact in Americen thes-
tres wid bransgorbied (o 4 country ravaged by the first
atomic bombs. Eegrained feard of nuclear weapdnry 4fd mass
destruction, stromger than Lhe Amdricanm counterparts,
plagued Lhe Japanese thejirés Tor Foré Cham 4 SEcade: Lhe
citles as yet to be completely rebullt, 1ke phpsical ro-
sidie of tombing and destructiom 54901 spparemt to bhe
common [hes tregher,

GODZHLLA, RiNG OF TWE MONSTERYS (BAJIRA in Japan) =n
the starting point, the flrst attespt by & major Japanese
studio (Toho} to exploft public fears 1n the box office.
The 118 kas reved]ing gualities whan teen Loday, quali-
tied laching in later efforts by director [shiro Honda
and specfal affects mam, E1j§ Tsuburaya. The mood of post-
Wir Japan 13 dtarely s&t wpon the yiewer, parhaps in
greator detal] than other non=fantasy films to dete. This
atght be GOOITLLA"S sole walue bo cinematic WiSEory, okh-
ér Lhin mere ipeclacle.

The fim; similar in plot, but not style. to the
mkny Interndtional Tilm Poddlers roasing Lhe edrihlamds,
{nvalves a prahisteric carndvore somohow put B0 sleep Tor
mi11ions of years, awakemed by am ptomic tesi in the Pa-
£ifie 1slands near Japan.

o untrained Mestorn gyos the Tiim may at first ape
pear a5 & routine monster movie. Yot, there 15 some qual-
Ity that seks this film as{de from other creature Tilms,
botk fmorican amd Jopanese, of 1is kimd,

There 18 @ bizarre, moavily stylfzed, black and white,
blaak photography, typically amd intenticnal 1y Japaneéfe-=
the %ea and landsicape are photographed almost as 1 they
gre from an gncient woodoucting: the initial appesrance
af the dinoseuric monsier, “Gedzille,” as called by supers
stitious islander~s off the Copst of Japan, Thlesd as 4T
wome nightesarisk creptyre from the dariness of the mytho-
legical tall-tales of feudal times. Thus, through photo-
araphy. the gudience exferienced & §loominesd and myitery
charactersi1tic of the “"kabuki® (the most fmportant the-
abtrilcal art of Japkn -\'.'li'"lgli'll'.'ﬂl] b the 1BER c@ABUrY, COf=
bining strong elements of stylizatfon, musfc and dance},
The wimer 15 upcercain whetker this diegsaur 95 & mere
Tigment of supersbiflions natives ar whether this sonsiar
really saists,
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"Godzilla is...
the fears of...
modern and ancient
Japan..."

in Araricen correspondent in Japan, Raymond Barr,
arrives after savera) nysterioos sinkings of  tinkers off
the coast, Keile Investigatiemg the tall=tales of the na=
tived 1n & radloactive village suppoted])y dttached by
“Godzi11a™ the previous night, the gargantwan beait ap-
poars Sriefly.

Upon this appearance the mythlce] elements sre readi-
1y apparent==the sound of footsteps, Rsbuki-style drum
bemats, rhythmic, &1 17 to iymbol 12 The earth-iRaking
power of this dragem from the sea. Constamtly we hear
this almost nguseating beating  pricr Lo Che appesrance
of esach sequence Tevalving death and desbruciion, and im
the absence of these “footsteps” & similar low-heyed pi-
ara mote, almost frightening in 1t Poe=like pownding, 14
meard. These sight-tound elacents, even 1F averloaked,
add 2 certain l?r of sirengenedi lacking 1n the latar
films of Honds amd Taubwraya,

Godzilia s then the Tears of both modern and anclent
dapan-=-the subcomscioud récial traits, imescapably heredi-
tary, a5 described by Rietriche, Tound in all gersr=
atiens of & race, no eatter how geographically diverse or
how teparate In tioe. Godrilla is the fear of the sea--
fear whose ropts stem Trom the esdleds struggles of sall-
ors centuries age In tiny ships wopaging to 1slands far
sary; Tear of sarthqusked. and tidal whves which Fai not
faded; of typhoons which mave sumk l-a.n‘%I a ship: imcluding
the Tron glants of Morld War IT. Gedrilla, ss §F fome dark
myth suppasedly lost thousands of years ago, rize: from
k1% restisy place ©o hauet, In fact to test, man's Capa-
ity to survive in & microcoss of cltfes and techmology.

Japangse Taith in tho mil{tary, so shattersd durfing
Werld War 11, s low, Modern afrcraft, Batallipes of tamis,
battleships and destroyers constantly pound the vadicac-
tiwe reptilfan to no avail, Wars of sggressfon have pre-
vieusly besn popular im Japanese paychology. That the Ar-
my and Mavy with advanced equipnent carmob stop & beast
from the anclest patt implies that sisple-minded action
will not deter the ewil of & dark, mysterfous amd hostile
Hature.

This mood, fypical of the Immediate post-wir period,
ig furthor evidenced by the mariial muosfc, warships of
the sea dropping depth-charges and tanks pounding shell
after shell with no &ffect.

Tha power of the city itself. the very welns and
bleed of medern civilization, Ts selplegss to stop the
morsber., Electricity, symbol of modern 1ight and energy,
i3 used to shook the reptilian beast from 11fe. Whem this
fails, Godzilla destroys the motrepolis in what appeari
to be 8 recreation of the Fire-bomb raids of 1945, Alp-
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rafd sirens sognd in &n almost exect iisulation of Morld
bar I[. with the exception that the enemy 15 a fire=
broathing Ehn intent upon laying waite to Ehe Struc-
tures of civilization.

in & sieultancius Soquesce & young sclentist, some=
what disfigured and disfllusioned daring bWorld War 00,
divelopt 4 revolutiosary new Meapon. This weapon, as 1t
1% revesled, 15 The only methad In existence able b0 de-
!tl‘l:l:f Lha monsinr.

But the scientist, afrafd that the weapon may fall
into thae wn-i. hands §f uyted, fnitially eefuses. As mil-
THons of civilians are cremated, &5 the television came
erad bropdeast the death and destructfon im what seors to
be 4 symbolie revinder of Hirodkima, the ysung scientist,
finally yielding to emotion, sgroes, but cm only one con-
dition-=that he be the sole eier of the “cxygen=destroyer”
against the Godzflla dinosaur. Destroying the years of
research data, ha takss the 30le sodel and with an accom-
plice descends from a4 skip €o unleish Lke wpapor on the
sleeping, umderses reptilisn.

his seguence, supposedly ‘the anti=climax, s, I be-
Tleve, the sost frpressive of the film, [t 15 Honda's
masterplece. In no other Tila by Honds Pave 1 fourd such
& uniges synthasis of sound. of obscurn underwater fmages,
of smoothly Floating musfc. At its best. this sewusnce
approaches an almoit ballet-7ike beauty, an ethereal and
nayer=agafn duplicated fra nt. Homda, when unmarred by
the recessity to create films solely for childeen and A-
Earican audiencis. dumonitrates that he §5 capabie of
cleematle artistry closely approaching that of the purs
nparrative styled of batk Jack Arncld and Akira Korosawa.

The teo divers descend, floating in 4 scenn with the
gracefulress usually reserved for the kabuk! theatre. The
maslc, Bauntingly appropriate, almost makes one forget
that & glant dimcsaur with God-like capabilitfes awalts
below. The scientist, planting the &ylindrice] weapon on
the ocean floor, dctivates the osygen-desiroyer. Father
than reveal hit sacret to the world, he euts Bis usbdlical
eord, Eilling himself Tdke the kamikaze of old.

The death of the memiter and the parallel death of
the disilTusioned young scientiit mark Cthe &5d of am ora
1n Japaress kistery: the final termination of dark, de-
structive and corrupting feard ih & defested country, the
arise of insecurity ower weapons capable of mass destruc-
tfen {add to this the uncertaiety pervading Japangse re-
fusal to possess ruclear bombs today); and the end to the
post-war era ftself,

l.lt.hnugh gther Tilns were %0 be pade by Honde im tha
'Fifties; films of notable worth (g.g.. THE MYSTERIAKS In
1957 ), the Homda/Tsubwrays team would mever again match
GIOZILLA 1n terms of 1ts moody stylisms, 1t revealing
visual summation of post-war fealings and its wni i%
25 a flle comadity im worldwide movie theatres. i
cashing in on its greatest Tinancial seccess, hacked out
dozeng of monster f{lms as did 1ts American competitors,
fut as wsual, the First effort, unhampered by ol fches,
Tredh and as yet free of necessitfes to merely “i8l1® at
p predictable market, s the best. There can mever be b=
nother GODEILLA.

The coumtry 15 to be repaired, wo are told in the
final sequence, and T1fe shall go on.

Efstarians interested s thid dark érd of recovery
might find the film of extreme worth. If stripped of ail
ridiculousress, the Filn would mirrer the fraee of mind
of a tewar Japam. It has been daid that filme reflect
the timos, and that often thelr only Intripsic fuieere
wirth 1fes with this fact. It could mot be stressed more.

The cycle of detruction by Tire and ice, By A-Bimbs
ard mythologfcal dragon flame, by cold fgnerance aed dark,
disfllusioned relectance...this cycle now omplete, the
self-determined =pirit of the defesfed 14 revived,

In the ayes of the defeated, war pad 2lwayi been some
Gedeilla, some evil, dark devil rising mythically, al=ast
mgically gifted with frrational destructive power, haunt=
e techeological man who has somehow coovlnced hisseldf
that he T4 civilized and superior Lo mere an-
imalistic violence and swift, mﬂt:u‘hle@
diathi.
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