


sarly 1970s, | encountered super
heroes from Japan like Space
Chief (lronsharp in Jaggnese),
_ Prince of Space, i |8
~ Starman (Super Gia
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is ane of three sup
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themselves. we were great‘-  part! So if you live in the bay umns Tike CHINESE CHILLERS,
I eired . by ar S SWORD & TAOISM, CHOP SOCK.
swerhero stage snows perf— EY REPORT, and 2 brand new
~ ormed live at Korakuen __ e in column never featured before
emer ' focusing on Japanese science
fiction (a genre | neglected !in-
~til | made ORIENTAL CINEMA
- #8), called TERROR-YAK), 2nd
if you knew me, you know wnat
~_abigfan | am of Cinema City's
- Samuel Hui actors As always,
this issus will incluce yet an-
other obligatory article »n
yet another Samuye! Hui f)ik!

?

'by the Japan Act'”'n Clu,

~ Our own performances have
- included characty rs like Ka
_ enRider 1, Kam .
- Kamen Rider Suner"t Infram—
an, and the Green Hornet &
Kato. 1t's a lot of fun to do
these shows in front of a live
-audience, and we're always:g
leoking for extra helpers 10 “s.
take part playing heroes and
viliains, Actors, gymnasts,
martial artists, superhero
fans and costume makers are

 movies of Bruce
)e Taisho™ (anime),
stice” (samurai), “In
“The Killing Machine
juki,”




ORIENT AL CINEMA = (1935)
The Maonkey King 15 the main
tapic af this issue which inc-
ludes Monkey King films like
"Monkey War,” "Alakazam the
Great,” the "Saiyuki” T' show,

and other Mpnkey King mater-
ial. For variety, deverse col-

umns include kung fu movies,
horror movies, superheroes
"King Kong VS Godzilla,” "Bat

man” meets “Green Hornet,
"Mad Mission,” and another
hard hitting satire of cart-
aans & their fans.

ORIENTAL CINEMA *7 (1989)

Japan’s giant monsters are
what this issue specializes

in. Aside from “Godzilla,”

"Gamera,” "Majin,” "Rodan”

‘and the like, there are non
related topics like the usual
kung fu, horror, fantasy and

superhero updates.

@
CONTENTS

1. The covaer.

2  Edilonai

3. Ads for back 15s5ues

4. Me telling you this

5. Jepanese Supernerces: Kemembering
the early deys (somebody has to)

& Aces GoPlsces: The Conciusion 15)
10, Jepanese Superheroes thal Keached
Amenice (not 1ncluding all those godaamn
cartoons)

16. Chop Sockey Feport

19. The Ultra Brothers

25. Terror Yak) (debut columeny)

26. ¥.smen Ridersi

35. Cmnese Chillers

319. Centai (thel means superhero teems,
probably)

53. Sworas & Teorsm

55. Cminase Superharoes (no, reellyl)

IRCANESE
SUPERHEROES:
Remember‘mg the

carly days (some—
body has fo)

If it had never been for
Toho's union policy, the reb-
elious Shintoho (meaning
‘New Toho') branch never
would have been formed in
1947 by actors and technic-

ians on strike. During its -

14 years of exlstence, this
small film company never
became wellknown, nor Gid
their films, However, during
their final four years of
producing, Shintoho had the
distinction of creating Jap-
an's first live action, 2
1dimensional superhero. This
made a star out of the char-
acter's portrayer, actor Ken
Utsul. Shintoho introduced
the superhero concept to

'JJapan in  1956. Shintoho
created nine 20-minute
(approx.) shorts not unlike
America's BUCK ROGERS
and FLASH GORDON serials.
For American release, the
nine B&W mini features were
combined to form four feat-
ure-length movies featuring
the superhero Starman (inn-
acurately named ‘Super Gi-
ant’ in the Japanese versions
even though he is no giant).
The English language vers-
ions of these dramas were
titled THE EVIL BRAIN FROM
OUTER SPACE (1956), ATT-
ACK FROM SPACE (1957),

~ATOMIC RULERS OF THE WO-

RLD (1958), and INVADERS

'FROM SPACE (1959). Granted,

the four Starman movies
were crude, basic, bland and
low budget.- But this is to
be expected from Japan's
first attempt at superhero
adventure. However, ‘| am
a big fan of the Starman
films. If my memory serves

" me correctly, there was a



o, and. s explained:now,
\i§ smali Wristhand. 4iv

him much O NS powers -
We alse seg the other derif-
Zens AT e friendly world,
the Emerdld Counsit, Thege
elders ane more autamated
and. robotic than Starmz-
~ himself, 2 humanofa. Anyw-
ay, the narrator explains
how evil villains (cosmic
favaders in three films, but
atarrupt mythical country
on Earth In ATOMIC RU.ERS
OF THE WORLD) are plamhing
on conquering the Earth, and
that such destruction will
-contaminate their own atm-
osphere as well. Sg they
send Starman to Earth to

oh@ branch of Toho went
bankrupt in 1961, a rival
company decided to cash-in
on the auccess of the Shint-
oho Starman films. {t's hard
to believe that today’s Sup-
erhero perfectionists Toei
got their big break by ripp-
ing of f someone elsel GEKKO
KAMEN (which means T™oonl-
ight Mask’) was produced by
Senkosha Productions and
‘'started off as a comic book
character who was origina—
1ly featured in the comic
book SHONEN KURABU. The

Gekko Kamen charater was
_created by Yasunori Kawau-
chi & drawn by Jiro Kuwata

in 1958. The TV series from
Senkosha aired on KR! (now
TBS) and at first consisted
of 71 10-minute episodes.
GEKKO KAMEN's popularity
increased, so the program
grew into 2| 30-minute epi-
sodes and lasted from Feb.
24, 1958 until July 7,1959.
This program was directed

take on the balquys. The rest by Sadao Funatoko and
of each of the four movies starred Koichi Ose. The reas-
generally takes place on on for its cancellation was
Earth as our Japanese super- because of the influence it
man investigates the where had on children, who mimm-
abouts of the villains. The icked the hero by jumping
stories are slow-paced, but off high places (i.e. roof< &
allow for chases, gun fire, trees), and there were rep-
eccasional spaceship battles orts of kids suffocating
and the obligatory fights. from wearing the toy mask
Before the creative Shint- of the hero which was part

£ Tt
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Script is a bit hard to
follow, mainly because it's
so dull it's hard to pay atten-
tion. Its main characiers are
a group f ba dly dubbed young

‘robot n an alien space-
ship which has landed on
Earth. The automated invad-
ers who never speak attempt
to capture the kiddies when
Space Chief arrives in his
car-size spaceship. He single

handedly defeats them. Space
Chief's secret: jdentity -Is

that df Tabana,a scientisy;
teacher and part-time astro-
naut. The world is suffering
from unidentified ultra micro
electric waves which have
made electronic brains inac-
tive, made electric clocks
turn back by themseives,
made trains cun in reverse,

and exploded aLormc reactors..

Although | .
the boys b
tell of th
spaceship
and their
rescue by &
Space Chief,
them. However, Tabana analy-
zes the metal that the Kids
brought back from the spot
where they ehcountered the
alien spaceship and learns
that it is an alloy of regium
and panium. From this he
guesses that the spaceship
had to have come from
Neptune, The alien
UFO attacks the Space Sci—
ence Institute of
Tanikawa which is guarded
by electrowalls called the EE

equi Barrier, but missiles sent

t¢ destroy the mysterious
ship have their guidance sys-
tems messed up by the
barrier, and the Neptune craft
narrowly escapes. However,
men from the distant planet
land on Earth and explode the
generator of the Elequi Barr-
ier. The disturbance causes
the temperature of the Earth
to drop. Neptune plans to
destroy mankind by freezing
the planet. But the generator
i3 500N repairec by Mr, Yanag-
ida, and the temperature
starts to rise. Suddenly,
Space Chief arrives in his
spaceship-and baktles in the
alF witn the affen space
craft. A small landing craft
which is part of the Neptune
invasion forces draws near
the institute, but Yanagida is
also to direct several missi-
les toward the mother ship
which 1s destroyed along
with the smaller crafts. O

| /Rees Go ?laces

the eanclusion (5)

ACES GO PLACES 5: THE TERRACOT--

| From Cinema City in 1989, Produc--
er: Karl Maka (Carl Mak), Directed
by Lau Kar Leung, - Leading Artists:.
‘Har Chf Chun, Deborah Grant, Music:
i Richard Lo _and‘Teddy Rob, Editors |
Wong Ming Lam, Costumes: Thomas
hong, Stunts: Dare Devil Stunt Un- -
imited, Cinematography: Paul Chan,
. Art Director:. Vincent Wai, Product-
* lon Manager: Eddle Chan, Directors:
1 Chu Yat Hung and Mon Kin, Script

.1 designer: Tsang Kwok Chi, Post Pro-

uction Manager: Tony ' Chow,
| Producer: Cartherine LK. Chang, Act-'
ion Director: Lau Kar Wing, Starring:
* Samue) Huj, Carl Mak, Conan Lee,-and" -
ng, NinaLiChi, Conaan -
Lee, Melvin Wong, Danny Lee, Roy
Cheung, Willy Doxan, Deborah Grant
Having reviewed the first four
films in this amusing series inrec- .-
ent issues only a couple moviesata .
time, it has taken me a while toget
this far, It seems that the fifth film =
was being released just aslfirst -
discovered the original ACES GO
PLACES movie! Anyway, now I'm {i-
nally caught up, that is, until they
ake a sixth chapter.
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Unlike the other four ACES flicks,  since.l miss the electric guitars of .« sister dud who've stolen a va!uabae

54 navent feumi an English dubb of  thai spectacular postJames-Bond ~ antique sword from some evil Ame
“tnis one yet, probably tgbecalled theme not heard since the third AC~  jcang who've stolen the Terracotts

MAD FUSSION 51, THE TFRRACOTTA |55 [l The begl, Songs I ACE.00. 1) dearues (neient Chinese stone war-
HIT. 1first saW tnis one at'a China- .."d : tarei i ina fh M€ fors), The conman,and his sisgr
town theatre in Sar Francisco (my uring 2 tralg i 3 EFQ orE s of Kong and Albert (Bal-

F

' girlfriend and | were the only cauca- ¥ ?Mh}r m c:‘emts} where Sam ‘Huf | by YWhe ?hey stole the sword, 9

siank in the entire packed theatre),  SIngs- The guy is a talented mus

“and Eventuaﬂy got a copy on video an The story is_nt all {na_-. great, as

whed It was released about four  I1t'S 2kwardly paced, fast-paced &
?hs later. This {11ck 1ooks a hell excliting at times, dragg!hgw dutlin -

alot better at the Pagoda Theatre Otl‘g;rs. These situations are bering,
ﬁn it does when It's %1 crammed  always trafting of( fnto inconsisten-.
onto screef, The Chinese never %md’vague endings,: omedfc
take: into cansideration that you sﬁﬁg ckIng snapp e (e
'nus be careful whet transfering a Hke Akt
i& creen film onto 2 videotape. . portion,
/ 51u ual, the far left & right words
on the subtitles are cu 1, bu,50
is a ¥ideo- produced

(witf; occasional |
men@oubl ing for h

“group of Chinese st
' Americans. Upon

tues of s frt,carry soldiers are

: ;ﬁstual ymoré villains in disquls e
_1he result is a lengthy, exciting sez
;q!es of swordfights.

‘%e“’%&w\s*é"\ neph

‘E
%
Y STARS GO PLACES L
iced by Golden Harvest & Boﬂd
1986, Starring: Samo Hung, i
j w;m, Chen Fen, Kent Chang,’

T-"STARS, Oner:‘?
- nd'that fs not in*
olving resc- luding 11‘5 orlglnal Chinese title,
e which backf- whatever the Hell that fs. LUCKY--
end up on bad terms STARS GO PLACES 15 not avallable if
~an English dubb and. pmt:uatgg.aeuexi
WIITBE“TEE R0t the kind of m.:{’”ﬁe

that most Americans would enjoy (

rrf S less advanceg tb
s they were laughing
s | may have only laughe&at C T
ago (1.E. somebody recievesian . Ir’i‘g%

gtric charge, causing one's hair fres, the
to stand on end, Hardy har harn) | with each. .other. ... Later; -Kong and-.

aiso didn't care muck Tor the Music,  Albert are framed by a brother and




(except'.m cultural Intellectuals
1ike me and you).
. This' disapointing, tomedy is a

“ample was meant to combine: the

S movies.. The fdea of Jackie
d Samuel starring side-by=side’in-
- the same movie seemed 0o good to

. be true. However,Jackie's longtime
©.€o-star SamoHung s featured, as )

wellas Samuel's partner in ACE
I-__ Carl Hak

. Belng aGolden Harvest progucti-
. on, this plcture {s understandably -~ ‘Fastbuck’ in the English dubb of MY

- LUCKY STARS) negotiates with pol-

- much more like the LUCKY STARS
- T11ms than Cinema City's ACES films,
despite cameos by Carl Mak and Sil-

- viaChiang of ACES fame. One advan-
. tage in all this is the great fights.
“ There are only about four fights in

this picture, but they're generally

done better than most of the fights

- In the ACES flicks, which never rea-
lly relled heavily on martial arts.
But in comparison with the superior
battles in the LUCKY STARS advent-
ures, the duels in this one seem
mildly disapointing. However, this
one does feature a few of those mo-

real’ let down! Like I mentioneda’ = |
few issues ago, team-ups in movies . @ e
are rarely eXecuted well, Thisex- - |

" stars andcharacters from twopop-
ular Hong Kong film serieses; the - |
i'ACES GO PLACES romps (Cinema Ci- |
- ty), and the LUCKY STARS romps = -
': (Golden Harvest), usually starring . -
- the one and only Jackie Chan. Unfor-
* tunately, Jackle Chan never appears
1. this addition, nor does Samuel
hul, star of all the other ACES GO

ke dern state of tne art back-breaking
© stunts. But in one scene during a
~climactic confrontation, the wire
. Which suspends an actor in mid-air
-+ (for. an extended jumping effect) is
__clearly visible. Some of these fights

are highlighted by a breathtaking

- score, consisting of electric guitars,
~ sounding kind of like heavy metal.

‘The script has “sométhing to do~

'with criminals who smuggle jewels

and guns and run a department store,

‘They brutally kill a spy who photogr-

aphed them, so the veangeful police

- ~decide once again to hire Kidstuff
. (Samo' Hung) and his fellow orphans
- toretrieve the jewels and defeat
. the villains. -

“As kidstuff (called

ice, we. discover that the married

couple. of  cops from ACES GO PLAC- - m

ES (Albert Au and his wife Quito)

now work at the same police station

trying to hire Kidstuff. It seems that
many years ago, Kidstuff and Quito
(Silvia Chiang) used to date each

other, This makes Albert (Baldy) Au
jealous, so he ana Kidsturf become

rivals. Regardless, Kidstuff agrees
to help out, and tries to re-hire his
old friends from the orphanage. This

is the only scene where we see Rich- -

ard Ng, Eric Tsang, and the old cast

_from the other LUCKY STARS mov-

s fes, Tney all reruse.
voare all rich now, and: thev don't want:
.k . torisk their lives: agaln. So Kidst-
4 uft is forced to hir
-§  heroes, inclualngi.fa martial artist’
- called Rambo (a.. common, trendy
. name in China), who has studied as-
- sassination techniques 11ke ninjutsu.

~-and Top Dog. Then they hire afemale:

,lalmlng they''

“New group of

Also hired is Libbogen: (one of. two -
cowardly Cops), Fat Cat, Long Leggs

secret agent accurately: named Ms.:
Yum Yum. This hot babe trains them -
in martial arts, yet the horny misf= =
Its continually hassle her, tryingto

sneak feels to her anatomy (which | -

_, also.would attempt) and gether to
-—give them moUth to'mouth-resuscit- .
- atfon. These: scenes are: strikingly /

similar to the scenes in .MY LUCKY *
STARS, 2lso involving sexual ly frus=:
trated misfits trying to copp afeel -
from a lady in charge. Anyway, gett-
ing back to the plot, our heroes dis-
quise themselves as Arabs and pose

as gun smugglers who negotiate with
the bad guys. This helps them to loc-
ate the base of the villains. So later,
they infiltrate, It's a department
store, and they sneak in to retrieve
stolen jewels. But the villains catch

* them in the act. ' Much of this time,

the heroes are locked in a room near-
ly suffocating, Kidstuff is at a
theatre watching HEART. OF THE DRA-
GON, -and he later has: ahi!artous

fight with Albert Au in a paaded cell. ._
But after all this mumbo jumbo, the

heroes escape their captivity and
battle the baddies.: Kidstuff arrives
1ate and only has a small part In the
climactic showdown E!

Jﬂ?ﬁNE%

SUYERHEROQES
that reached

Rmeriea (not ine—

luding all thoR
Soddamn cartoans)



ULTRAMAN

Special Effects by E1ji Tsuburaya and his crew,

Directed by Noriko Shishikura, Produced by Nob-

This
never completed

when this type of action was still

pponents are

Japan’s Latest Cinematic Superhero

ULTRAMAN are stand
the late Tsuburaya

E1)1 Tsuburaya from Toho not only
oury hero's duels created theatrical giants like Godzi-

11a & Rodan, but was also special ef-

although
ork was

d not"?ll
Tsubura-
include

others).

"ULTRAMAN

By RICHARD BILL
TOKYO (AP) — Japan, .the birthplace of (3dslla,
.0 #0d a host of olber-rubber moasiers, ls preparing a

AARrill for the American moviegoer. But not o worry,
bhe's udk of the good guys. Y

A [amiliar figure on ﬁ:uuhlwhhnﬁnum
19608, Ultramsn will make ks U.S. screen debut as the
star of 2 $10 milllon sclence fiction eplc scheduled for
release in 1ML sk ¥

Along with his 12 similarty ugly brothers and sisters,
the bug-eyed ero with a‘fsce like the front end of 2
bullet train will do battle with other spacé ereatures for
control of earth and survival of the buman race.

_Sound {amniliar?

“*It will be a serioie {ilm, not a comedy,” lnsists the
creator of Ultraman, Hoboru Tsuburaya, 43."*We hope to
make lots of money from it."

Traburaya's (ather, special effects wizard Eiji
Tsuburays, brought the glant, lizard-like Godzillx to the

screen 35 years :f:. The family has been producing
poeumatic, plastic
than 700 Ia all '

Most of them have been wicked characters. It tookt
Godzilla several movies to get on the side of justice. What
makes Ultraman differeat is that he started out that way,
a sorf of Japanese version of Superman.

In fact, the parallels are more than coincidental, Like

Superman, Ultraman is basically human in shape, and
arrives on earth from a distant siar called M-T4. Ooce ca
earth, he assumes the identify of astronsut Scott Cralg. &
name thal sounds as if it might have been lifted from the
NASA telephone book.
Having battled various evil forces on Japan's TV
screens for mare than & decade, Ultraman and bis family
have spun off Loys and other products that cr.med millions
of dollars for the makers, and for Tsuburoya. who bolds
the copyright. o

There is even an “ultra shampoo,” a success de
the fact that Ultraman 2nd his siblings all are as bald as
bowling balls.

%

rrors for films ever since — more, crnl{h et

T agrees Touburaye, “has gone Ulraman-
Ultrams, The Jupiter Effect” b to

: Trebugaya “will handle at
'r*‘_-"mn. :

script is by JeH Segal, who worked on “'Star

ihot eatirely i the United States except, for special
Mm studio In 2

Wars" aad ““Capricorn One,"” and the cast Is to be mixed.

American and European. But the director refuses to say
who be has in mind for lead roles.

The plot revolves around an astronomiCal phénomenon
that Tsuburaya says actually will occur in 1961 — the
alignment of all the planets In the solar system. ln the
film, this *“Jupiter effect” brings on mﬂ:“’ and other
cataclysms that render Earth helpless against the invasion
of a robot army led by Brax, Ultraman's arch-nemeisis.

Never mind who wins, If the film sveceeds, says
Tsuburaya, his next project will be “Ultraman e

;&M all.” he says, “the world can’t !lﬂ Syo many
he = :

A



- Here | am at

| the home of an

i FX_ technician
in Japan. AS |
you can see

| Ultraman's en-
emy Ragon IS |
passed his prime;
Compare the bel-:
ow photo (1966) 4
wiih the above
hota (1985,

ended, the Ultra legacy continued in
following seasons featuring the ad-
ventures of the metalic hero’s bro-
thers. However, none of them were
ever released to America.

The script behind this groundbrea-
king series deals with a friendly
alien from Nebula M78 who came to
Earth to battle giant monsters. Ult-
raman's human form.is a soldier
called Hayata (played by Susumu Kur-
obe), of the futuristic army called
the Science Patrol. Lead by Capt. Mu-
ra (SHoji Kobayashi), .the other
members are Arashi (Mitao Dokumi-
mashi), a sole female called Fuji,
and a bumbling fool called [to. The
Science Patrol's weapons include

ray gquns, space ships, submarines
and the like. During the run of the
series, the patrol use these gener-
ally inneffective weapons against
giant monsters until Hayata finally
presses a button on his Beta Capsu!
and transforms into the enormous Cy-
borg, Ultraman, who stands 40 met- .

ers high. After a brief battle
Ultraman crosses his arms, produc-

ing 2 death ray which usually kills
the destructive villain, and often
maxing the creature explode as we!l.
But Ultraman can only spend a littie
time on Earth, since a warning butt-
on on his chest blinks indicating he

will die if he remains in the Earth's

atmosphere too long. Each episode’s
guest monster is individual from the
others, they all come from a separ-
ate source. Some are ressurected !
dinosaur mutants, others are cosmic
invaders.
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However, Aboras (rom ULTRJ\}‘MN

719 1s still holaing Lp quita wali

and goesn't io0k & Jay over ninet-
eent J

THE SPACE GIANTS
Produced by P Productions, broadcast on Fuji TV,

52 episodes lasting from 7/4/66 to 6/26/67, -
called Starring Masumi Okada as Tom 1to Mura

This childish yet amusing series
is a bit hard for me to remember,
since 1t has been about ten years
since | last saw it. From memory,
SPACE GIANTS seems rather bland,
almost boring. But I can recall that
the subdued FX were welldone, perh-
aps flawless, though non flashy. |
know this fsn't saying miuch about
the show, but it's as much as | can
recall.

BETRAIAN  EFISODE GUIDE
{EFISODE NUMBER  NAME OF MONSTEP,
ARD OPIGINAL BPOADCAST DATE!
1. BEMLAR {7/17/66)

BALTANS (7/24!

NELONGA i7/311

. PAGON (8/7)

GPEEN MONSE (B/14)

. GUEIRA (B/21)

ANTLER (6/28)

5 PED KING (974}

% GABORA (9/11)

D KIRA(%/18)

11 GYARGU (9725}

12, DOUONGD (10/2)

13 PESTA L10/9)

14, bariakUJIRA L 10/ 18)

15, BABABON (10/23)

1& BALTANS (10430}

1T BULLTON (1 /o)

16 ICRAB (11717}

- IRP T - R T



"_-character is
“ known as Go

; o 1t
ands JOHNNY SOKKC AND HIS FLYING ROBOT
rsion,  Produced by Toel In 1969, Broadcast on TV Asahi
from 10/11/67 to 4/1/68. 26 episodes, Starring
Akjo Ito

This was quite an undertaking for
a staff with such a -low:
There Is notmng wrong wttn_ma{ci ;

SPECTREMAN
Japanese title: "Spectoraruman,”
which means ‘Spectralman; Prod-
uced by P Productions for Fuji TV,
63 episodes lasting from 1/2/71
to 3/25/72, American credits-

Special Effects
Edited by Alan G
the Producer: M

as ridiculol
HIS FLYING |
SPECTR

year prov;
SPECTREN




wamnings. As 2 super@ 0. show,
SPECTRE!‘-‘!AN started of {2 Immi-

B siaeburns an

. Far out,
manl v

his mask show's what . s
5 left of Karls (‘Ra),
Spectreman’ s main opp-
oneftl

Part of my enjoyment f this
show comes from the 14 year old
kid in me. That's how oid | was

g{_ for karate
Nt lng rrom

a little faster, occasionally having
him and his friends taking on nume-
rous henchmen, much like in Toei's

KAMEN RIDER, which was fierce

competition for SPECTREMAN. SPEC-
TREMAN debuted in January of 1971,
and KAMEN RIDER first appeared
months later.

popularop
there was already a Dynaman cult
- in Amerlca fi ive years before i

19705 that many fans of cartoons
5till wear, like bellbottom pants,

So | didn't simply like all the Sent-

3 ais (superhero
At Ryosaku Takayama's :

sse, 1 got to play
around with this enemy |

f Spectreman, called
Computer Kaiju in the
anese version




lasted a year, unti

to American TV in 1988.

The English vg
AN is the
Americans relea
show ever! The
le obviously didr
hell they were d
eption of the-

Now What?

. Pictured below is a breaih-
. taking moment from Dyna-
man, an upcoming syn-
dicated series first seen
in Japan. Sod of. “We saw
this incredibly nutso foot-
age—rea! vegetable tele-
vision—at 2 syndicators’
convention,” says former
scrv proc‘ucar Patrick
Whitley, “and

WE decided

worriedimt
ytation were
nd maybe
Ioose fts

characters names were cnanged as

ult app-

ity Wi i

{0 do something interest-

ing.” Tﬂay saved the pic-
fures, threw away the Jap- |

anese sound frack, and

adced all-nev comedy dia-

fogue. Now, "every week,

the viliains try to take over -'fi
- castlll

ones
~ hard
show,

the world,” and the show's
young heroes iry 1o stop

them “The kids are prefty

simple-minded, We
haven't given them a big
Q.

these idiots carried this attrocity
'further'byg,

-ny hé‘ve praised my own homerﬁaﬁe
re-dubbs of | LEAVE IT TO. BEAVER,
DAVEY & GOE;[ATH and ALF.

| dubbers are capable of.

Regardiess, the
Junichi Haruta (
Haruta's skills‘inimar
acrobats never. fail to

dubbmg in rock

relé sed’ﬂve ‘Qg six epis
erica,-;; fortunately. £.Th
: episode wasnt ar

episode, but 2 se_ :
?m!ted together as X =

But.'-" as

against his fo

rock star who
rock vide based

: seri;g,{
avadlt

imagfnation. ary can
not be watched, only sat through
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gag writers and voice



ot
featmj 5 the five. Dyn ﬁg

'Tanaka ('actual‘ly Aton
in Japanese), Mel Fuji-
tsu (Ka Shogun), Nigel

; G ;..-uuﬁhvm'
MAKEROOHFOR_D&DDY@
An episode of Dynaman; ﬂﬂah‘mhm
.TOPOFWE&%‘%GOM

Performers: Sting, David Bowle, Roy Orb~~
TN ans M taRedTia dne Ot

this Eng 1sh'ru1ning of a once ea}d
oyable series deals with Bernie

CHALLENGE OF THE NINJA
(Chinese title: "Heroes of the East™) :
Produced by Run Run Shaw, Screen-
play by 1Kuang, Photography by
Arthur Wong, Cinematography by Ao

Chih Chun, Costumes by Li Chi Yu,
Make-up by Wu Hau Ching, Lighting
by Chen Feng and Yuen Ting Pang,
Music by Chen Yung Yu, Fighting inst-
ructor: LiuChia Liang, Asstistant
Instructor: Tang Wel Cheng, Starr-

o i | fa s B i



L INGsmnisessmstastsissssmes U LIHA TR,

Lang, Nobuo Yana, msnmy. mj-
‘abu Shimada, Naozo Kato, "
m  irst emsu'e to tms entertal

“while ina Chinese theatre to see Los
SOWLS: and .AVENGING EAGLES, 15aw
' postets for two coming attractions;
. HEROES OF THE EAST, and. MAD MONK
 EY KUNG FU. Both posters looked:so
- exciting that I had to come back the
' following week to see the two movies.
. As | expected, the movies were fanta-
-' stic. with lots of funaction. .
| 1171983, | 53w HEROES OF THE EAST
: --,_'_agaln much .to my- surprise (since |
| thought: I'd_never.encounter this del-
- {gnhttul movie 2gain) It was shown on
-+ alocal syndicated TV station, dubbed
n English as. CHALLENGE OF THE NINJA,
0 cash In on the success of mediocre.

2 ny ﬂmts,m‘l'ao critlslzes
ngnlnjum inaduel. She:

Im so she moves
[y b

nge,. claiming that karate (s
'm mu-l;gworks.

ngle'nandeaty defeat each Jana'

t nobody s serfously hurt 0
'ther atl become trlends.

THE at:wnom -; __(OrlgInaHapanese
s me 'J:goku uen. ‘Which means 'Hell

; xcall toroductlon 1t |s aﬁlntrl |
f“‘“&ﬁm&'&?& il
: : NIWA'!i glo;rhq:-
;olved,--a:-a mix-married - coup

| husband, Ah Tao IS aChinese qungfu

| master. His wife Iskura, a
i marlial, artist, ! Theres bauml I.o e

_, I.ong berore Golden Harves I'.'s LUEK‘\'
“STARS fiims, and_ even before Ctnema
: CIty's ACES GO PLAgS f1ims, there was .

Ahe tirst time) ot the f1im's heroes. As

4 40

being his best film, ' since it. features
Chiba.in many’ mar;lal arts duels,
demonstrating his supecd karate ablllt-

e good
- and villains: are all karate tights, and
' decent lengthed ones as well. Chida fs
 Involved  fn.m the ﬂy\ts. i

fain, {n various duels featuring
s of weapons. In the end, Antao AL

.. . CLANS) appears S co=star, playinga
-'-:-'_'furutal-’-'-'mercltes assassin who teams
.~ upwithChiba. Ryo ikebe (BATTLE IN.

- OUTERSPACE, WAR IN SPACE) portrays

_ SAGE FROM SPACE, SWORDS OF THE
o SPACE ARK, SHOGUN‘S NINJA, ROYAL
- WARRIORS, NINUA IN THE DRAGON'S D

~ ete) [s.only featured for about 3 or: 4

- minutes: in flashbacks. Inthis earlv
o Mim, Sanada 100ks to be about 12 or 13
i _ years old, and: he ‘plays: Chiba's char=
acter: a3 ayumgster. leaming the art

the early 1970s. Like the two latter
Chinese movies! mentlmdabm. this:
mwle 15, acomedlc advenm‘e strtlng
off withthe traditional meeting (for

for the humarous content of THE EXECU-
TIONER, It tends to be more chic and
subtle; and not slapstick, unlfke those.
two Chinese ﬂ!cks 1 keep compar!ng it

TI-E EXECUTIONER Is an mturumte
title for English release only. Regrett-
ably, there are at least two other
movies with that name, and probably
more. | prefer. the Japanese title JIG-
_oma KEN, which is roughly, "Hell Fist.”

e TINR o

or fighter are fake. I vote this as

\ fire In the movie
----- 510 Jameqlnora-l'ike

his tathu‘f hce he was a’child Tne
tralnlng scenes: lnvolve a few judo
tosses over the totami mats and theu.

LOST WORLD OF SINBAD, WHAT'S UB Ti-
GER: l.lu.Y. qum.WINO ancl WARING

' the old man who h#tés our heroes to
. attack: and defeat the 'local villalns.

* Hiroyuki'Sanada‘s (ROARING FIRE, MES-




aki Kurata makes
:al:\l:e-i- toward:'me end a_s aher__ ;

nglish verston. not dubbeo (only dial:

haue IS dubbed fn English).  Thevoice -

ubbing 1S, decent, and 13 not by those
ritish wno ve been saving *But stnlf

AN, SPEED RACER,  SON OF GODZILLA,
nd: ALAKAZAT THE: GREAT: - Yasuaki
uratails duhbed by Jack Grimes.

'o,s detoctwe agency nas Iusl gone
ankrupt, 2nd a horny, escaped convict
alled Sakural (name of actor urks:

nown). Tne character of Sa i
reated badly throtgh out: the mavie by -
the other: herces. Andthe il fiero

“is a violent, ruthless: hitmanplayed

. byMaketoSato. And 5o allthree get-

involved In numerous battles with the

villains, many of which are foriegn,

like a Chinese kung fu master whohas

15 :nt h-pitched yells (which Chiba hims=:

also does during the: opemng

s credtts) not unlike Bruce Lee's. The.
' mobsters have a member who is the
- mute caucasian daughter of a forledn

' ambassador, so the mobsters are able
to smuagle drugsanto JapansThe semi-

 auractive giel is taken advantage of |
~ by the Villains and is sometimes the.
= victimof perverted S&Mpractices Dy
" the. lead villaln. During: the: heroes:.
‘rald on the yakuzas neadcwmers Chi:

ba is briefly captured and lmocked out.
‘As the various inr.gmauonat naddias

() send him. turtheét aunsﬁ the room

one villain takes pity on him'and. bec:

LiinE omes a hEI'U. By the tlrn& thls ll'auﬁl'

ade’ excluswel
's0ngs ace fast,

the Tilm well. Allnough:

though 'somebody nas{'
 the. uum souncltrack'-:

the plot My _'drité gore shot happens -
when Makoto Sato punches: the eveuau g

to the rnarla gets dereated by his form

Fa

er.clients; Chiba has,revlved and both

out of a former client’s head, In anom- S

er,a man's ear: Is bllten off, and at the
end, Chiba, climbs up. 3 r.lirf usinga

Fope: wmcn 15 hooked: lnto 3 wnite__‘

vilain's legg! Yeeeeowi i
i an old rnan and:f his. n!ece Emi nave i

decided ta hire three fighters who will

des.roy a loca! yakuza ana m, mob




5 -'_Tmstime. 'm continutng with this nlm

probably his second or third whatever

Loddtis,its obvious that It is very early
- . In his career, He looks young, possibly

~ his 1ate teens, NEWFIST OF FURY hints

- at what his Iater works of the 19705 .
- will_showease, featuring some of his
. firsl attempts at comedy, and early ex-
: amples of. his various ammal techn-
- fques of - traditional, :

: ha(lmcial Yooking kung fu (not 2t all un~

somewhal

" like that inbhis Yater. 1970s films), As

~.an early attempt, naturally this is not
- one of his better works.

- As you Can lell by the title, NEW FIST .
. OF FURY 15 another sequel to Bruce Lee's .
FISTOF FURY,  Depending on your pref-
_erence, you can consider this a

legitimate follow up to FIST OF FURY,
. OF you canchoose Eruce Li's FIST OF

* FURY 2 (AKA. CHINESE CONNECTION 2)

where Li played Chen's (Bruce Lee's
character in FIST OF FURY) brother and
dueled with aJapanese villain played
by. Lo Lieh. Personally, I'll stick to
Bruce Li‘'s version, as | consider it 2

lot funner than NEW FIST OF FURY. it's
interesting to see Chan's career just

beginning in this Bruce Lee immitation.

Contrary to popular opinion, Chan does
NOT mimmick Bruce Lee moves in this

movie, with the exception of maybe

one or two kicks. Like | mentioned in

the previous paragraph, Chan's tech- | .

niques in this film are his own Style,
not much different than his styles in

. Tlims like FEARLESS HYENA or EAGLE'S

SHADOW.
On the whole, this Is a standard

| OF FURY is dreadfully boring at first, |
| ~especially as scene today. | never saw

“HJECT A
" fashioned NEW FIST OF FURY. had e |
- saying ‘not this old stuff again, refer
. Ing to revenge, Japanese vlllains, and :
-+ those out of date training scenes. 1 |
'-.was quite-annoyed that Chan's charact

: !:Imsmmdle and then quite suddenly
. seems to learn 1t over night. Another

- ending of F IST OF FURY, only this time
its Chan's death by bullet instead of

| compared to his later fiims,
_ better than that in many other kung fu

. wiped out by the Japanese, soMauL;:
- Erh (Nora Mfao) dectdes to relocate the
 Ching Wu School In Taiwan and live -
- with her uncle Su Ang Lai. it is In Tai-

- but then, most Chinese f{lm heroes are

- (Chen Sing) and his daughter Chandasu
~are commanding more corrupt Japanese H

~martial artists who want control of all
the Chinese kung fu schools in Talwan.

Chan ends up joining the new Ching Wu
' school after stealing Chen's old nunch-.

 shatter the new Ching Wu sign, Chan re-
" pairs it and proudly carries it in an

mid-1970s chop sockey, If not perhaps. BEmOto, St Y >

~atouch on the Inferior side, NEW FlST_';,

. this early stinker until after I'd seen |
- Chan's later, supertor movies like PRO-
So watching the. old

er knew no kung fu until after the
irritant is to see them remake the

- Lee's. The quality of Chan's fights in
- NEW FIST OF FURY is nothing when
though

films of its time. But in one fight
where Chan is beaten early on, he re-
acts before the blow actually is meant :

to have come In contact.
The tale begins with Low Wei and

Nora Miao reprising their roles as the }¢
same characters they played inFIST OF
FURY. The Ching Wu School has been

¥ this symbol (*) means mc'(le

wan where we meet a streetwise
pickpocket (a common chop sockey ste-

TRA Q was a B&W, 27 part TV ser-
reotype) called Hah Lung (Jackle Chan), [N aB&W, 27 part T

ies from early 1966. It involved three
main characters who were always up
against some new ronster{s). All 2
heroes are mere mortal humans, so in -
s way, ULTRAQ was like Britain's
DR. WHO series and even has slight si-

also called Lung (Dragon). But Okamoto

aku from Mau Li Erh. After the Japanese

anti-Japanese march, It is here that

it’s implied that Chan is the new Bruce
Lee as Mau Li Erh looks at Chan and has

aflashback. We see still shots of Le€]
from ENTER THE DRAGON. Later, the;
Ching Wu school takes on Okamoto's |
fighters in a tournament, where Ha
Lung eventually f 1gms & defeats Oka-




milarities to Americas ownmskriLAY
ST,V show 50 ULTQ Giscla-

carried the idea ogjf&s{e
adding a giant supec. h@rﬁ

differences between the two programs,
since the monstrous villains from both
sﬁows; are basically of the same style

s, =
r Radon appears g\ both
Qs GarapgaCostume

on appears in the Japa-

Pita was modified :
ered versions of the

0 \_me»ioho movie GOR
in TIL%B*A das Todorf&

ertimel The scr1pt “pehind UL
dealt with an aviation pilot and part-
time science fiction writer Jun
Manjome (Kenji Sahara) who travels

through assorted adventures Investig-

remake of UlH :
ired the creation of this unique
character is anyone's guess. The design

" TRAMAN p are not unlike tha
fFRANKE : '

n ULTRAMAN as Pigmon,

to be t0o good to pzss up.

what-insp~—

Gi OUr Nero 1s Dasicaiiy cybernetic, SO
t tend to think they looked at eariier

robot like characters for inspjration
{ think maybe the men of th Emerat
Planet (from St armaﬂc mo
other- characters from early
erhero films and" Hshows
influential. The climactic duels

ogue Sscenes (nat qo on forever
- Making up for this unfortunate tender
__'gy are Eiji TSuburaya's neerly
Flawless spGCIaF_érLegt@ By
- JusL as Hay etame yitram

TIEN CONOUERS THE

fasaatic red toward J,a:
: E)'erﬁeroes that have reachéd
so there is not muchpmn;. if

ine Yuri. Dan Moroso: i susefL

yices which are mol fgr;capsuls

miod-td change
Oy

Vghen he's not in Laes
ifto UltraSeyen, he
ifter capsuls ol
monsters who bg
of the villaing in

ULTRASEVEN
49 full color episodes, Broadcast from
10/1/67 to 9/8/67, Produced by the
Tsuburaya Company for Tokyo Broadca-
ting

the special effects were quite good
Eiji Tsuburaya himself died in !970,
but the Tsuburaya crew continued the




Brothers make guest appearances as
they team up with their young brother.

Ultraman Ace couldn’t decide upon #
a single human to be his alter ego, so
he chose two. A guy called Seiji Hok~
uto (Hokuto means North) and agir} .
called Yuko Minami (Minami is South)
must jump way up in the air and touch
thelr UltraRings together. Then they
merge and become the latest superher
iji and Yuko are of

: of Hideki Go, a Ca |
epairman who died in the destrucL o
caused by giant monster ; mergin

fith Hiceki, both he and

| guess them Tsuburaya boys wanted
this to be as childish as ULTRAMAN TA-
‘RO, but they failed. On occaston,
iproqram can descend down to;mé level

from an area of 'sp ce cmled Led 77,
and so did his brotherand parttime side
thher’ supperting Ultra
t!m&to time
hmnag form,

Boo, mss[ l guess s it's pretty much

“The High Flyin

oS

Sagawa, lightlng Yasuo Kamada, Prod
uced by Sompot Saengduenchai, Nobor
Tsublraya and Hisgo ito, Screenplay
b nzo Wakatsukl,

Sl‘more episodes which lasted from
4712774 ‘til 3/38/75




| place, My version of this details).

Kiddie fllm is the Japan- The script deals with a bunch of sil-
ese dub, which 15 bad ly kids who always perform the most
enough. | don't want to  riqicyl0us ethnic dances imaginable,
see the Chinese version, while celebrating their ape-like god,

:\;E%;&;S:T:&IWQ?_Sﬁl " Hanuman. Hanuman actually has some

; Thls movte 1s polntless
'badly written. Evertything
before the final battle Is.

SRIEE IS

lOFFrRBRLSTE .
5 EBLSHEIR Y 2008 55)
swikLaT,

o1 TILH Te EBRERATY

B MONTY PYTHON'S FYING
CIRCUS. There are Incons- ¥ "SE% e
istencies with the original  telekinetic communication with the al-
. TV shows that Inspired - {en superheroes from Nebula M78

ath

grenid.

Hor

LS e

Burushito, Pawg
Sri Pouk as

forms from the ZAT. grouo that part of a valuable statue has been
AMAN TARO appear on  two stolen. So with the help of energy sept
ools added to the story for from Nebula M78, Hanuman appears In
ef (but the only relief comes the land of the mortals, combmlng his
%1's end). These two stupid own body with Ko Chan, now revived.
aren't members of ZAT, they Both are now one, and they get revenge

work at some rocket launching pad in on the geeedy men fesponaible for this

Thailand. The idea that none pf us fans ... me_,s e 5”9‘"2 ii lssegn :gg.; g’[ sb:‘r:jgi
and experts would recognize thes

altered costumes is insultin m)::’i eﬁ]l?:.ltessg rt:-:fu?o?\?js:
One positive thing | : »

eather, and

uch  this one 1s that it's got a little . But some-

0. As (One hero is called Hanuman, d 3n explosion
fort er. | 'be an ape, t’\OUgh he GOES not | : &ébféranean mons-
think ittle one. This Hindu god was probabl e :
i lictle ired by thé Monkey King in Some Way, attacked Japan years

their - perhaps a derivative off-shoot of those
aSEv- early Buddhist legends from China

22‘N theme scng puts this music out of lndia(SeeORlENTAL CiNEM No. 7



here). One s Gohora from lURAHAN,
and there 1s Chitokureron from ULTRA-
MAN TARO, and also Kanedoras who was
in ULTRAMAN LEO thou-gh the title hero

eatening life, the
hing.

dish that all the kiddies in Japan
preferred that particular series over
any of the other Ultraprograms. Taro

essed) as Hanuman performs angther
laughable dance. And if that's not silly
enough, the 1ittle homo kisses each of
his fellow heroes goodbie! Hello,
satlorl

ters, no humans at all. But even
the Ultra Brothers are featured through

23 ' | g 23



Ireking from ULTRASEVEN *3 and Ultra-
man VS Mefiias from *33 of his series),

may strike at
to Earth anc ch 3aelation
to the other pr: ;
ro's TV show §

pathetic to:
fon in ULTR

- different costl
" Then Taro  USe ULTRAMANTARO, The original cost-
‘ate. umes from the first two shows were
be' " excellent, well designeg, But the newer
' k2 Shlt Getting

gtant je!lr {sh in sLock footage from
LTRAMAN LEC and later Ultraman €C -

t clng méilnnéi[gw

lv 1nfl;ef§ec \?& ray,.  #45). Strangely, both of these impor—
othérs, mans

Ditra characters (Leo & 80) don't

nese flashbacks. By this time,
amain viliain at large. A silver
p viking called Jyuda has showed
his ugly head. This metallic demon rev-
eals he's responsitle for old monsters
like Hiporito (ULTRAMAN ACE *#48) and
Enmago (ULTRAMAN TARO). Then we get
to see stock fogtage of the battle where
Hiporito nearly kills Ace, Seven Ultra-
Zoty, .JacL;and Ultra Fa . Now



'Husic EE?" Akira lfukuhe. song : : i 'o one anotner Re
Happiness’ words by.Tokiko Iwa= . . -_ardless. nath. storfes. are intercut weil
d’tustc:by / Yasushi-Miyagawa, . ¢+ anc flow smoothly: < My only complaint
bymsasm Shimonaga, Addition=- - about the monster scenes 15 that once or
I music and sound FX by Filmsounds, Inc., ¢ twice Roaar. acc:cenflv em; ts Godzfila's 3
ecial FX by Efji Tsuburaya, . Special! Fx
0 togranhy by Sadamasa Arikawaand
¢ Motataka Tamioka; Optical photography:
.-'_by YukioManada and Yoshiyuki Takumasa,
Running time:.92 minutes, CAST....

-Yosuke Natsuke as. Shindo, Yuriko Hoshi i
~as Junko, Hirashi Koizumi as- Professor
Muraf, Takashi Shimura as Dr. Tsukamoto,
Emi & Yumi 1to as the twin fairies, Akiko &=
Wakabayashi as Priness Selina, Hisaya 110
as Malness, Afkihiko Hirata as Chief Oki-
Aa, HenpSahara as Chief Editor Kanamaki
and Haruo Na«:;ma 35 Godzilia e

> In comaanson to the Godzi'la mavies: :
‘which came out before this one, sHiDRAH
fTHE.3 HEADEDI"O\ISTER is the bestite. 3§

i r ratner 1t. Is my favorite'one so
Pa0" otr shnll ‘far.i For: 1tS-time,. {t was quite original .
and'mque Them nmcwte in tne Geczn— e

at least dezerve hon-

] w1se. a'll monster scenea ara
(1971-72), TRIPLE FIGHTER (1972), FIRE- ‘portrayt [ ame*aus,,wlt‘\nnemecia. ef\'en:tr
moﬁtotief IU??ra) programs in its ow?: en Fau. ' Ived and m‘-’? fled to Earth. Now,. In
gcly, : ; mez thi ‘céntury,: 3 Martian’ descendent
nas fiad . 'rélaps of her Martian ancestor's
ride cles: I'As a human in our suciety. she

esh!ng alternative;
er-all; amonster can.
for, onh,r 50 long belore

‘Some reason ré-named Nayokd
; -Whatever her: name 15;

1A, but also Rodan !from RODAn
).and Mothra (MOTHRA, see 0.C. accurate. 35 Goctzllla and Rodan return
Ifeadym . andmeet each ather for the first time ev-
i er ana donthke eachother at first; so
mey natt:e 23ch others At ‘abolt the same
time, Gmdra'x makes his debut on Earth
“when he emerges from the ¢rashed meteor
f ne’ 5 peen dormant. 1 S0 Mothra comes 11
& 1 the way from his 1sland at therequest of
~ the'twin fai hES. WHo seem very forgiving
loiciviiization, despite all the trouble
.52‘5“103‘@ Sek1zawa English d1alogue by ;hey were given by the. modern world in.
e dqehellucct p1rec:%r O photography: Ha= = Materitiatithesd . thetr first two films. Godzill 1a and Rodan
e -.j!me szumi’ Art Director: Takeo'Kita | !1‘5 | fuinat- ~'tease: fighting each ‘other.at the advice:
3 ;{_Set decorat]on by N{ﬂ‘a WEtaRabe sou‘ 2 : ”qur p q mm g Gf Mﬂthrag ang togﬁtner all three. Earth
“recarditst: Fumio Yanoguchi; Sound tech- monsters: gang’ up-on: Ghidran. - During
ntqtarx Osamu Chiku, Lighting supervisors' < the. magmf:cent Dattle,. the mansters
5"25'3‘5.5“ ima, Lignting by Kuichirg :=o C&L e, ;anf's: cez. and ne mcks trush all

: _Directea v Inoshiro. Hona,: Screenplay.




nd. no tonger thinks she's a martian. By

his time, the alien dragonhas: suffered .
efeat, and he flles back: into.outerspace |

vith' hts fail
ueen hts legg

¥ mean both his taﬂs bet—'-_

o GORATHL T
ecutive’ Producer: Tomoyuki Tanaka, :
creenplay: - Takashi Kimura," - Director:
ngshira Honda, Photography: taakt O1z=
mi, Music by Yuko Miyauchi,” Special

tfects by E1fi Tsuburaya, and Starring: :

\kira Kubo, Ryo Ikebe, Kum{ Mizuno, Mas=

ya igame, Takash Shimura, Ak Hie- - -

A Stutt. Amson'was the nrsuapan-' x

sesci=fiflick Fever: saw-and | later -

Jecame. famifiac,withthe likes of BATTLE =
N =Bt the {tusive GORATH -
'rom the late’ 1950_5_ av_oided me until the .=

ne. assassms who ReDt_trymg t0 kﬂ! the s theTViséries: ULTRA. AN, B i Itos are.

rincess,  who'has regained her memory. .

both characees are amusing;  and. Hghten j

: ’dunbea by, one man who teies to sound di=
' ‘trerent for each character:

| walrus Maguma was cut from the English.

- “takes place in 1979; since way back when'
- the tltck was made;i1979 was considered; -
; oft

un-genre. the cis~ }
s rut bad enwgn. 2_

““alarge rocket force.
¢ Earth out of Gorath's pat
o uanl,t seems- better"than \_the one.

on:: in the Japanese version, they had a -
(01 targetzithey- were shaoting at an over-
- grown; walrus; but in the English versian,
.o target My phone  conversatfon‘ended -
_shortly before Tatsu overcame his amnes- 7
+ 12 /and:then:the  scientists successfully:i i =
- moved: the Eartn’outof the way'so thate)
SRt Gorathicotiold continue onits cruise, = (i
unding kind
1 This eerle
AN, HORROR

funny.: characters:: Uniortunatew, this. lta_-_-_.-;-._.-.
5 oty featured brfetly, as:ia partner to
Akira Kubo's character. For the most part;

“Half the ﬁubbed male’ vmceé are

of l1ke Orson
voice aisu ¢ubued €

‘sucha dtsting%sned 7

.....

Leggos. How Unfortunate that the” giant

version. -This costume looked great. " As:
far a3 the English version goes;my. ravor-
ite FXworicis inthe sets. <

Scriptwise -the whole thing supposedlv

* this symbol (*) movie

KAMEN RIDER
98 episodes lasting from 4/3/71 to
2/10/72, Produced by Toel, Created and
Planned by Tohru leiyama costume de“

i Sanada, M

om the 3{1;‘}’9@(1”“9 SDh
crew of the Eagle ses
Wagako Ok
_Emiri Takami
Yoko Sugibayashi

gle; spaceship, since .
fuspaceship: SCo,

consider groundbr
and ahead of their times. The {irst is of

course, the SF series ULTRAMAN. The sec-
ond i this artificial yet exciting clas Ssic
TV sertes.

While T8S ad the T 'b raya Cornpany



ucing a erﬂdermg 98 episodes! RETUHN HIFD‘;?‘II rllllcka:'WQde[ 35 lhe “W
OF ULTRAMAN'S style.was much difterent L
{ than that of KAJ“!EN RIDER artmug

few actor
he charac
on actuai o CHEL
/garing the dstumme. Fujioka
‘thedd 16 beginning
odes. Fu}ioka

CTREMAN, but nearly every rollowing
perhero series as well.

| Getting Into snecmc
| choreography is quite.si

¢ ared to later,. more advanced p
Most-of the punches more-or-le
led boxing hooks, and the K
plentlrul were rathe :
standards, and somet

g of superhero. ldeas
were borrowed from Ultra Programs
like: mutant me full color f1Iming,

bug-eyed supes d_entertalning
viojence. But most'y ‘N RIDER was

-.-Lh_l _"'was the flI"Sl supernero series

i T i ST % tn' Sonny Chiba's Japan Action Club

& hero takes a1 to e : _ .o. Both Soy_,.and Jiro Chiba
ce. The 3rd possﬁ:-;e | ’ .

\ Rider 1 in an

. . ‘amateur videsgakieg RIDERS VS,
definately THE GnEE_N HO : - DF:::C?;}RDKY | 43 b
the program’s villains, t ? -
en wear wrestling mask ¢ 5 . ths later woré }en RI‘der I cost
think KAMEN RIDER .y . Q4 ] ek B3 S 85 oyt
enced by Mexican : : ‘ ew.{a choreog

 those featurin '




in"action 15 an exhilarating
experience. These two android arachnids

man Color, 32 min,, Theatrlcal debut:
- 3/18/72

Perhaps my opinion of this theatrical

movle are a bit prejudiced, since I'm %;g

b ete fanatic for all the early, f

turf. The KAMEN RI DER

*KAMEN RIDER VS AMBASSADOR
HELL ("Kamen Lalda Tal Jigoku Dalshi*) Ci-
nemascope, Eastman Color, debut:7/16/72,
CAST: Hiroshi Fujtoka, Jiro Chiba, & Sha|l
Kobayashti

| don’t mean to say the second theatrical
eplsode is in any way inferior to Its pred-
ecesser, but somehow, | preferred KAMEN

0 minute episode of the TV version
only averages one quest monster per epis-.

12 monsters there really aren’ L many spec-
ial effects. And the quality of the martial

as well as the
‘JIGOKU DAIS

by a Chinese & '51- RIDER VS. SCHOCKER. Yet the production

/ TH values for KAMEN RIDER VS AMBASSADOR
HELL are somewhat higher, largely bec-
ause the staff took on new ideas besides

oMK- Just the usual karate & wrestling duels.

W0 Some scenes in this mini-movie fnvolve a

28
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there is alongeggmotorcycle  side of Fujino, near 1t Fuji. So. fakesh

and Taki go to Fujmo rescue Taunband
and destroy the base of Ambass dor Hell,
who had planned on firing 343 heam at
Tokyg.Jower. The clim

helec u[) or,

part serles understandably had higher
production values than ts influential pre
quel. The karate was slicker, and the
:| special effects were somewhat of an
| improvement,
Hiroshi: m:yaucnl plays Shiro Kasaml
the ner‘elc otorg C“ll‘it who becomes Ka=

At Cal-state Hayward, here | am précticing for
two stageshpws; as Kamen Rider 1 (1988; above)
and as Kamen Rider V3 {1987; below).

: wilf#inous demons and monsters
..ln.mis series which lasted from 2.17/47.
Lo 2/9/73 are called Destron.

st s

Schocker rlgs up 2 trap whire an arrow on .
aroad sign fs altereq to point in the oppo- e .
site dir ction (th Idest trick:in the KAMEN RIDER V3
') and debut: 2/17/73, S2 chapters, ending on
eath 2/9/74, starring Hiroshi Miyauchi and Ak-
€ an jraYamaguchi

! Some say this is the most wellknown,
s also most beloved Kamen Rider program. Hav-
Untry- ing come out after KAMEN RIDER, this 52

AL




an impor Lant piece of paper Ndden I 2wy 5 RIDERS VS, KING DARK (?)

temple. This much sought arlgr SEraD  coleased 2/25/74, running time: 29 min,
must be a map or clue to something since et 1A

everyone wants it. The endlng battie has

Damon Faster Ln:ka Ed Nartmez during a
o — rehearsal.
*KAMEN RIDER V3 VS DESTRON

32min, first shown in thealres on away from any of the. ex&ltement 6! the
7/18/73 as part of a double bill with duels. As always, there are dozens of
MAZINGA Z VS.DEVIL MAN K AMEN RIDER X ., - :

In comparison with the first two Kam- Toel, JAC, Shotaro Ishimori, etc, and
en Rlder.fneagrlcal episodes, this oneis being 35 measely episodes from 2/16/74 .
more poljshed, more wellmade, more well- through 10/12/74

dong; etc. <» |1like KAMEN RIDER V3 V5. KAMENRIDERX marked the downfall as
: efe concerned

Kamen Rider X bec: essful
experiment done by his fatner a scientist.
But his father was killed by 3 sinister
group of monstrous cyborgs called G.O.D,,
which stands for Government of Darkness.
The leader of these bizarre warriors is
King Dark, an enormous mechanical viking.
Another main villain is called Apogalsto.
Their enemy 1s the vengeful Rider X, also
known as the X Rider, His motorcycle is
called Crylse

when all {ive Kamen Riders team up, it
begins to look more like a Sentai (superhe
ro team) than a Kamen Rider story. This
film's climactic scenes remind me of, the

Sental progra
ode actually p

aboat. This victim had in his possession
a jewel which features a deadly energy
that changes people Into foam. Shiro Kas-
ami (aka Kamen Rider V3) locates
Destron's base on a small fsland and dest-
oys it, along with the dreaded Jewel, its
owner having been rescued. The plat thick-
_ens as Tobel Tachibaia and fiends go on

a@y@utl&a_ﬁt appears to be Kyoto,

beast’s English name would be 'Fra
his bloodsucker was create d




ous theatrical episode is painfully simpie
despite occasional attempts to cover up
its emptiness with minor subplots (i.e. a
little boy named Masaru hears monsters
in the night and no adults will belleve
nim) and skits. The script just deals with
Frankenbat's thirst for blood, and how oth-
er monsters kidnap people to be private
bloodbanks for Frankenbat. Rider X (ak.a.

KAMEN RIDER STRONGER
4/5/75S ‘til 12/27/75, 39 parts

As far as ratings go, this 1975 (4/5-
12/27) TV show lasted for 1S episodes
more than KAMEN RIDER AMAZON. Person-
ally, this one also dtsapolntsgne The sole
female* @itder'-( ho pever appears
!:ely)i called
Tackle is agh arg some of

X Rider) places a homing transmitter on a the laughab o worst of all,

small bat who's probably involved with some of | éMickey Mouse

Frankenbat in some way. S0 our five her- ears ghts in

oes follow the little rodent to the base this ser A%

of Frankenbat ang defeat the villains. Shig gally changed
4 into | (Masked Rider

; Torces of Black
Satan. With the help of his cycie Kaputoro
24 episodes from 10/19/74 unthl 3/39/75 and tne other Kamen i 5 wm Hioke.occ-
This was an effort to try and be diffe- ' asional guest appearances, Kamepider
" rent than the previous Kamen Rider shows. €rs. 2nd s one of the few Japanese super- Stronger fs up against Black Satan's mon-
| An unfortunate attempt at originality, Neroes tonave sharp teeth. His costume sters, robots, demons, etc.

You know, kind of 1ike modern art; those > VOB Hidtamen Rider costume. Am-
welrd drawings, scultures and paintings * 9 “‘?57%”’ _sometimes biting
that only thea‘nﬁ@hﬂtor hlx(gév fcan make ; e £pisod- #ALL BACK AGAINI THE 7 KAMEN
heads or talls of, 2 OfgS RIDERS 1/3/76, 40 minutes
: title: Zenln Shugef. Sebun

KAMEN RIDER AMAZON

t- s-.zperheroes) The seven : ders featured
are Kamen Riders 1, 2,,;% ‘Riderman, X,
on Amazon, and Stronger. The female Kamen

scorching ho
just 1ike

hal 1 nate Il'-g-

gle. He Inaflashback, something this movie is
_ . got his Kamen Rider powers fr the mag- full of. Tackle’s flashback shows how she
dr éTy'ge%’igtiy than the orevious Kamen Ri ‘Ic of some witch doctor, so it appears. died during a battle with Dr. Kelto In epls-
S But this is a Japanese program, so natur- o0de *29 of KAMEN RIDER STRONGER.
ally it must take place In Japan. Yet in Tackle is the only Kamen Rider character
Japan, Daisuke 1s out of place, having been to have ever really died, although Kamen
raised inthe wild. This Japanese Tarzan Riders | & 2 supposedly died in duels
; well. He Is a primi ve..with Turtle Bazooka in episode =1 of KA-
EN RIDER V3, and Riderman supposedly




exploded on amissile in #52 of the same
series. Howeveryunlike Tackle, all three
male Kamen Fgmerﬂ' nay steriously came
back to life (gﬁﬁpﬁbr in sequels like this
fiim. 7z
.Ihe sett n%' TS Korakuen Amusement

'y _Long jme Kamgq Rider colleague Mr.
thing a superhero stage
ARider immltators.

KAMEN RIDER STRONGER. Speaking of Kam-
en Rider Stronger, that is who shows up
by the bleachers next,-as Shigeru Jiyou.
But-he’s Glstresseﬁ he calls our heroes’
attentton to the now chaotic performance.

tney beat the shit
en: Riders on stage,
d runs away. As

KAMEN RIDER SUPER |
48 chapters from 10/17/80 'til 10/3/81
My friend Barrie Evans played this char
acter in the same stage show that | playec
Kamen Rider V3. |t was a dramatic perf-
ormance recreating ideas from these
Japanese TV shows. The costumes were
made by Barrie Evans and Steve Wang

(now a Hollywood FX maker for movies).

: %, 1U's once again
‘henshin timel" T*aﬁésﬁ?ﬂf*Hongo becomes
Kamen Rider 1, Hayato Ichimonji becomes
KR. 2, Shirou Kasami becomes V3, Jiyouji
Yuki becomes Riderman, Keisuke Jin bec-

omes X, Daisuke Yamamolo

stronger', althoy
too) All sevenssy

Daman Foster as lL.?3 Earnu Ev.:m as Kamen Rid
Super

called "Ankoku Dal Snogun whatever the
hell that means. The finale has all seven
bugmen killing the bearded villain back-
stage.

viphograms like
AMENTRIDER X, they
i mack battle perf-
orrned o stag inéifront of an adoring
audience. Then the next two rlders arriv

‘ - KAMEN RIDER
(aka. KAHEN RIDER SHIN & SHIN KAMEN Ri- 8
R) 10/5/79 10 10210/80, 54 segments
Sky Rlder Is ‘what the title hero is

reflect the look
episode series
this program

say is'boo, hiss
is 50 ;:m!mgn,

high tech
ies (but it
because t
other Rid =
the vlllains,.’ﬁave create
er who refuse
Tsukuba, alf

2alled Hiroshi ‘LW
got 3

Keisuke Jin and Daisuke Yamamoto. Then

there are discussions and clips from KAM
EN RIDER AMAZON. After the stock-Tootag
from AMAZON featuring all the same elem
ents from the clips of other shows (hero,
hero VS episodic guest monster, support-
ing human character, main villain leader)
we're treated to the same format of flash
backs, only this time they're clips from

G




stuntwork and action choreography
must have blown KAMEN RIDER SUPER |
away.

Vital statistics: Kamen Rider Super 1
also called Kazuya Wakl, and his two most

hated enemies are Doguma and Shindoau-
ma.

* K AMEN RIDER SUPER |
Produced by Toei, stuntmen from JAC
filmed in Vista Vision and Eastman Color
The special effects of this1981 theatri-
cal episode are naturally, the greatest
in any Kamen Rider production to date.
That's to be expected from anything made
in the 1980s. One of its best special eff-

ects is a flying ship, shaped like a dragon-

This excellent minfature 1is based on the

_aesigns of viking vessels. ;

34

hears this. He goes to the mountains in
search of Doguma and meets his old mart-
ial arts sensei, also a mountainman
ancient plaque of
phets 2 hell of a

IDER-SUPER |

0-y0s In the
This creates

Heanwhile
der broth

o h‘?s
amongst themmsely

Pink Lady-c 1‘6n”&1|’§6’3%5nd in the 1970s. N
After the break up of their duocalled ("Jugo tonso Kamen Rider Zen Shugo!™) Pro-
The Beauty Pair, Maki starred in the Sent- duced by Toei & JAC. for TBS, broadcast
ai series BATTLE FEVER J. Other actors 1in Sept. 1983
in this r!lm,j'nc}ude excessive little kids,
way too many. There is even an obligator
scene of kiddles bullying each other

The tale'starts off Thountain
where nearly the whole picture takes
place. The monsters of Doguma have dis-
cuised themselves as human warriors
who wear vests made of animal fur, and
so do the members of a family whom the
monsters are up against. The villalns
break into a log cabin and steal some valu
1e antique swords. This whole battle

Viewing this exciting TV special Is both
a breathtaking experience and 2 depress-

Ing one. The 60 minute feature is
breathtaking because of its costumes,
fight-scenes, spine-tingling music and
imaginative special FX. It's depressing
because this is practically our last
glimpse at the 1970s heroes in action. It
seems that after this movie, the older Ka-
men Riders went on a long vacatifon, not
to return until six years had passed.
Seeing old friends like Kamen Riders 1,
2, V3, Riderman, X, Stronger, Amazon, Sky
Rider, and Super 1 takingon the badaies
one last time is truly an awsome spectac-
le. These are the same characters I've
grown to know & love in those classic TV
shows & -films from the 1970s, but this
version offers a flashy 1980s atmosphere
complete with improved, innovative spec-
ial effects, But unlike the other 1980s

33

One kid
makes his way to a city and gets word -
out that his parents were killed by Dogu-
ma and Kazuya Waki (ak.a. Superl) over



“lal was meant to be the riders (inciuding the new Z Crossi go Lo
Badan's base for the firal battle«Z Cros
has a score to settle g&gl{h Tiger Roid, a
scary robot whom he- {lended while un-
& der their hypnotism at ‘the beginning of
). the movie. After Z Cross defeats Tiger
0 Roid (the only monster created for this
. film,as tnelgmers "OWler characters),
g all the riders tea pe out Badan's
base in what has
most exciting
Kamen Rider

of Jlgoku Daishi (Ambassador Hell). Rly-  kAMEN RIDER BLACK

ous sister is 1a[er kiIIed whlle the ewl Produced by Toei for TBS, S! episodes. w
. ; 1 ﬂ -?

lasting from 10/4/891 10/2/89, Staffs:
ing Tetsuro Kue

tg M:naml an
guest starrig b somemme‘s
Quite a ' '

nonsense |
blackbuster
ainous mons
ghoulishness
values.
morg.idi

destroy D_ullmn_gs and people. Meanwhile,

ore elabdra&jbt
his: predec SSers: ne

this series has no villainous
henchmen. Generally, I'm all for new id-
eas and experimentation, but in this case,
it was a dreadful mistake. Without the
traditional, vital henchmen, much of the
hero's charisma is lost. Seeing oldtimers
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EASEMN RIBER BLACK RX ally tne same character as kamen Ride

‘er Bt r

.« More of the same In .:Jé‘t it thiS  Alack. bul new & improved)
R POWeriy, S0 Kamen series apd the preyiouspng:ate bisically [he Hturyﬂe«.gl
i !'I'!QILSD{ all ithat's lost nl? same mmig_ (m ly Lhe m}‘,rgw changed 45 aptures s
_' h“ﬁt’” ‘JU“ ex15t wg.},ﬁ‘a@mv new Vll]&}fif.r";ﬂ'- the proG- Tetsuro Mg

A

ddv

her

Py But this o 1mprovement over KAMEN RIDER BLACK
element is lost, and in its place are the  [or two reasons. First of all, aside from
overdone artificial FX. the typical main villains and episodic of their soldierf .
%Qﬂ-* he.whole, 1t's an okay series, but monsters, there actually are henchmen {{rés. Kamen RIdér e T ow
bdi 24 yggiLe [rom among the this time. Howeveg, they "ea*iY don't do incarnation, Kamen Rider Black RX He
300 15 mych, and only att@ck . : may look a little different, but it's basic-
RX occasionally, of ally the same hero as before.
five episodes4eatd ; eren ;
the return oféf )
V3 Ridermasg X, A
1, Sky Rider “and ey
like Hiroshi Fujioka don't appear, unfort-
unately, since the classic heroes appear
in their costumed form only.

An interesting plot twist is Black RX's
unique ability to change into two other §&
Kamen Riders. Depending on what kind of §8
situation he's favolved tn and/or what 8

I d

whlte tr10 turrs thelr capm}&ég i‘r.ii'é“'h’.a:nen Rty AR 34 My SA .T“-L UE-‘\THBOWE SCARE
Riders whom they'll force to assist them N % : “Presented by Cinema City; P
on thefr plan of conquest. Kotaro is imm- “ga . 8y 6 W ' ) 4 Carl “ak and; Dean. Shek' CO'DI‘OdUCﬂ"L
ediately transformed into Kamen Rider .o GRS G ' 3
Bdack, the Dark Knight of the Kamen Rid-
ers. But despite his ominous appearance, = 3 _ 13, :
Kotaro's good natured personality préva- p e SNt AR Philip Cnen Special {
115, and the rebelious grasshopper turns 4D A £ D @ A\ W Savind; Directon Laukat Wiﬁg. Cast,.......
.against hisicruel captors with the help s o B o S 'Alan'[ang, a Cheun '-'Joml(ang. Erlc.'
of his manti ﬁc,e motorcycle the Battle WY it O '-'Tsa.ng,ﬂaym_ 'Wong &\\'ongcmng
Hopper. But as® flr Nobuhiko, he was kept *
ina mutatinggeecoon form for so long
that when the lengthy process was finally . nd 0 ep]sod}c i
completed At about khe middle of the ser- @iﬁ{ﬁigmerent b
ies, the brainwashing was successful 1 a—ﬁgé{:a
r

Nobuhiko became Kamen Rider Shadow
Moon, a powerful villain who nearly def- eﬁ!gudeﬁsﬁ‘r r 2 Kam
eated our hero. Kotaro and Nobuhiko were

the best of friends, but now they're Kam- 1;9;;

Kamen

en Rider Black and Shadow Moon, worst of ‘iq k@m bg;ﬁmemﬂj Ider and
enemies. even Kamen Rider Black (Black RX 15 actu-




“However, TILL DEATHOOWESCAF! has |
more £6 offer than just enjoyable makeup
8. This movie also succeeds as aslap= |
;lclt.comew,andn is actually more of
acomedvmanahorror flick. All of {ts |
---humor is intentional, although not ali the |-
“humor 1s hilarious. ' Some gags are funny, :
sorne aremildly stupid. . ©
-~ .The story of this nonmart:al arts (no §
-._flghts at’all) movie is set in modern
' China, possibly the late 1970s because of | -
- its references to0. disco. Anyway, after B hanivi] underskull of the Chinese!
S5y Vbt i e & Demon. :
Ghost King's magic pearl 15 removed from
his mouth. So Bibot Tam ang. Bruce Si
- both go to the haunted {siand df ghosts
_on the night of the ghost .festival. Once
at this: gnastly party, the  attendin
_ gnosts fail to recongnize them 35 living
warmblooded™human: beings, -allowing
them to mingle’ freely and. even dance
- with the gnhosts. The dance. 15 d weird cor
' bination of 19705 disco. moves, ballroon
< waitzing, : and acttng stereotypicany ghd!
 tly (they“all even do agyonsihop at of
i point). Then Bruce Sit puts pepper on th
3 S * Ghost King's food, making him sneaze st
pligatoryt oax -“"" tostart °" “‘9 ' nard that he loses the magic pearl he ha
( {peopie impersonate spooks), WETE. ithin him. AS aresult; Irene’s curse |
uced to the main heroin; an attract= _eliminated, 50’ they can marry and llve
yet: cursed ladycalledlrene. She has. - mp" ever-a!ter' :
three times, and all three . 5

_utwe Proéucers. Barry Chung: 20d Cham
- Chin, thgrapnec by Tony. Fan, Under:
A% water"anotoqrannv Dy - Wong Sum
: * Production’tianagers:. Candy Chin, Ma
ﬁ%i{gg‘”“'};‘ Bruce SIt (which, Wai Hung, Assistant Directors. Yiu Mar
| ms oS, ehe name ,‘._‘;‘%Q‘.}ﬁ,{f 'i%’?ﬂ“ Yia. Kai, Peter Li, Story. by, Wong, Sum &
‘to her.. As Irene and . “ Chang, Written by:T Chang & YiuMan
jin dating, Bruce's friend Bibot K&k Directed by T hang, Title Song by
sang of.MY LUCKY STARS).over ' Joan Teng; Starcing......Ivan Beo, Bee Le

an_ptner gnost (an otherwise Tan Louts Kong; ‘AlexFu,, Elste Chan .
r: © Some aspects of ESCAPE FROM COI-'!A

brlerly) that ..OVE are not much dtfferent from Ame
she's cursed: 162'S: earlier FRIDAY-THE.13TH movie
' _except that instead of.being apout teel

. agers stalked by an undead'killer at ¢
ruce Sit 15 abandoned sumrnercamp. it’s about teer
* agers'stalked by an. undead killer at i
: " {sland resort.  There 152 lot of boat!
"_2”-S 02 f:::g;; & sailing, making it similar to JAWS
hocs Thars ‘But ESCAPE FROM CORAL COVE fs ever
no.ét R less excltlng' For a 19805 horror flic!
gtm th”e this one {s mild, bland. The action lacl
E any awe or suspense and the special ef
: ~ects are weak, what few there are. Ant

only be lif- another. cnmplaint I have fs the usu2
ted.if the = _ St

.:!‘:H f?mrh na Hf’p $care. R g LI



gnapotogetic cruelty to animals. in this
case, 3 goldfish diec a siow, painful
death, all for the sake of this lame film.
The one posititve thing I can say for ES-
CAPE FROM CORAL COVE Is 1ts occasfonal i
use of underwater photography. '
Alex is quite @ guy. He's arrangec a
vacation on a sunny island with his upt-
ight girifriend Irene, yet ends up getting
to fool around with her buxom sister
San San as well. Athirdpretty girl is
Chan San, the only kindnearted one 1n the

group. Another decent individual s a nerd o

who has come along with them. This nerd

has 1nvented an explosive fluid while exp= e

erimenting with his chemistry set. Al the
end of the flick, the unstable liquid proves
1o be nos only effective Inkilling innocent,
defenseless goldfish that never wanted 10
be in the f1ick, but it ais0 desiroys a gan-
gerous aquatic zomdie Wne had alreaady
(tted Alex. Irene and the voluptuous San
San. About the zombie himself. He appears
“¢requently through out the f ilm, being
the only real viliain. in his previous life,
he was appearantly part of some wierd
cult, but he died and was given a ceremon=
131 buriel at sea. But from what the terri-
ble subtitles translate, it would appear as
though he died a virgin, So his horny soul
won't rest inpeace. That s why he came
back to life a5 an oceanic automation and
kills all living humans, especially femal-
es. One guy tried to defeat thisbright
eyed zombie by using known ghost deter=
ents: Taoist talisman, garlick, wooden
stake, and even d Christian crucifix, but
none were effective.

P.S. Other good points | forgot to men-
tion: In an opening sequence we seea
naked girl swimming and we get full glimp-
ses from various angles. She gets terrified

when she see's a head floating underwater

(this beainning sequence lIs delivative of
ideas from the first JAWS movie). There's
other T&A in the flick, since we get to see
the girls (including the gorgeous San San)
running around in bathing suits.

THE SEVENTH CURSE (198 )

Golden Harvest, Produceddy LeonardKC,

Starring Chin Suit Ho(aka Chien Hsiao
. Hou), Tt Wet, Sybille Hu, Aman Chou (Chow

yuen Fat), Ken Boyle, Yasuaki Kurata,

James Tlen, & Wang Lung wel

videotape for a long time before | ever Saw
it. | suppose | would have eventually rented piRe vS VAMPIRE & BLONDE FURY) interf-
it, but was in no hurry because of its unfl- zoom o
attering rental box cover, merely showing
gramatic shots of people talking (although
the back had 3 sexy photo of agirl inariv=
er). But then one night on a tocal TV station -
called channe! 26 (KTSF) I finally gotto &
see THE SEVENTH CURSE for free. It was -
part of what t call ‘Chinese Theatre,’ where ¢

usually accompanied by English subtitles
Most of these films are uncut, and of the

stuntwork. As ahorror thriller, it's full
of gore and marvelous spectal effects. IU'
no easy task to make adecent film that
so effectively combines all these genres.
‘Yet THE SEVENTH CURSE has accomplished’
this, the result being almost a master=
plece. My only major complaint is the
lighting, or rather, lack of It I'll never
figure out why they tried toruinall'the
film's great scenes by making it so dark
it's hard to tell what's going on.

The script behind this biood & quts
adventure deals withareligious cult in
Thailand who curse interlopers by using
magic worms. One day an explorer calied
Heh Lung (piayec by Chin Suit Ho of MR.
VAMPIRE, KUNG FU VAMPIRE BUSTER, VAM-

™

THE SEVENTH CURSE was available o

they show feature length Chinese movies

& : eers when he tries to rescue the cult's
same prints availasie at nearby ChiNeSe i man sacrafice: a curvaceous young fem=
videos:ores. Had it not been for this broad= jie catjeq Betsy. But our heroic Heh Lung
cast on Friday, 7/28/89 at 7 PM, maybel r5i)s and 15 captured by the cultists and
never would have gotten around to viewing 3itnough he escapes, their worms have
ce become one of My favorite mage nim 3 victim of the blood curse.
; 4 Tnis horrid gisease has a wierd symptom;
his blocd often explodes, causing freq-
uent geysers from his skin. Butas-it
turns out, Betsy is immune, thanks toa
magical crystal placed in her left breast
many years agoby prophets or mystics.
To save Heh Lung from this blooc curse,
she cuts open her tit and makes him swa=
llow the bloody prism so he's vaguely
saved (now his skin only errupts with
blood spouts sometimes). He returns to
g Hong Kong, but a year later, he IS visited
< by a Rambo like warrior played by Ti Wet
© (Dlck Wel," in America). Ti Wel plays the
boyfriend of Betsy, who 15 still in Thail-
15 i1 an agv- and and in danger of the cult's curses (her
- {mmunity is gone because she gave that
important transparent rock to Heh Lung).
drama, 3s fantasy and as 2 monster movie So Heh Lung and Ti Wel's character 9o
This excellent flick 1s RAIDERS OF THE back to Thailand to wipe out the cult, and
LOST ARK  ALIEN, and RAMBO all rolied in- to get another immunity rock, this one 1o-
toone Andas all of these kinds of movies cated in the eve of an enormaous statue of
it succeeds beautifully. As an adventure, Buddha Once this is accomplished, they
It's thrilling and suspenseful. As a marti- attack the cult. The culthas demonic
al arts film, its fights are good examples monsters, such as parasitic babies made
of the state-of-the-art, post Jackie Chan out of crushed children who were their

R

‘

Ak

&

£

AT

Rul 1S it 3 Korror movie, or
enture? Lt is both, anc can aiso de classit
fed as a martial arts film, as acrime



insane girl for human sacrafice La ia
herself also ends up killed by the cult, ev- @
en though ali holy images (Eastern and
Western) are effective in combating this
crocodile evil. Then a bunch of new char-
acters are introduced, and an elderly
expert 1n magic pits Nis Super powers ag-
ainst that of the dangerous wizard Next,
an 2x-cuitist gets In on the magical duel
and uses some sort of relfgous pendant to
aid in defeating the crocodile wizard

VAMPIRE VS. VAMPIRE

' produced by Golden Harvest in 1986, Sta-
_rring: Lam Ching Ying, and Chien rsiao0
Hou 2150 spelled Chin Suit Ho)

M 2 -ERARS e |
g P RERARIOVE Y y g
et LR o [ R v h;%
STl R TN R A . Py PR fl’gll ;
human sacrafices. But the most deadly -~ AL

W

. monster 15 agod they call 0ld Ancestor. &
This scary creature startsoff asaske-
leton/zombie, but can transform ini0a
winged reptile that 100ks like the monst-

. er in ALIEN The grand finaie hasthe
| J00c guys wasting Old Ancestor with a
- Dazooxa

: VAMPIRE VS. VAMPIRE is apretty fun
. movie. Not one of my personal favorites,
but very enjoyable. 1t has got good FX,
standard level for the average Golden Har-
vest horror epic. The story is a little
wierd to us Americans, since its struct-
N« yre is sovery Chinese. Nearly the whole
first half of the picture comes off as
pointless monkeying around to Americans,
yet is actually added for character devel~
opment, so we get to know the film's
heroes well, before the actual plot begins

halfway through the movie.

There's far less kung fu in this flick
than there is in the average MR VAMPIRE
adventure. But what few fights there are
feature some breathtaking stuntwork inv-
olving jumps and kicCkKs. | tend to suspect
that they used wires and pullies, but the
acrobats are thrilling all the same.

Plot: Long ago, two caucasians Came
to China. Although both brothers were
Christian priests, one was possessed and
often found himself battling bats & dem-
ons even 1n the new Christian church they
focunded.in China.One priest was killed by

E : CROCODILE EViL
' CROCOD!LE EVIL has too many charact-
ers, a complex plotandno subtitles. I =
suppose 1t does not really matter, since - ¥,
CROCODILE EVIL is niether good norbad. :
The rmovie isn't scary either, although it L AREIRGATRS | ERAY BHS
tries. At best, it comes off as eerie. It :
has afew familiar faces but no big stars This Chinese horror comedy could eas-
I could recognize. Its only special effects ily te taken for another addition tc the
are the traditional superimpos:tions used top grossing MR. VAMPIRE series, and po-
to reprezent magic powers which look  ssiblyis. Lam Ching Ying again has funny
like the rays of a STAR TREK ray gun when looking, obviously fake eyebrows and is
us westerners see them. There is a lot of {of course)once again portraying another
nudity and softcore semi-porn, but what heroic Taoist often found battling deniz-
really pissed me off was all the cruelty ens of the occult in late 1800's (or early
to animals. This is 2 disqusting tendency 1800's) China. Like | said, another MR.
(in this case, ducks are the victims) that VAMPIRE sequel, though titled differently.
1s frequent in Chinese films. There is even another bumbling captain of
This is the sagaof anevil wizard in amillitary police force who wears glass—
modern China With his crocodile magic, es and wants to marry his own cousin
he has possessed a number of people, for- (sound familiar?). The one thing which
ming a cult. An attractive girl called La keeps it from being MR. VAMPIRE 5 {5 that
La lost her boyfriend ashe fought with {t's not from Golden Harvest's Boho Films
" cultists who were planning on usingan branch. b s




western vampire is:not much different

~harming_anyone... A typical character in
] S ; .

 this type of movie, though treated differ-

.. characters, rather than an oddity or nem-

_foriegn devil (litterally), it's quite inter-

 these Taoists don't know about all that.

gi@'-;l;SO they eventually destroy the vampire
7 SRR SRR D LRIEE Numan-sizec cyborgs using mar4; 5/ art
ﬁ'\qmcksand.lmust EAULE SRR AL 200 N0t relying neavily on special et fect
_amakers did a good job at displaying typic- AL COReN Sl
al European folklore, what with bats and = Tormat g stey
LS R G VR T TRV L VL ETER TG TCR AT (U ther Oy making the sertes into one ap-
a vampire. . This at one point | was watching NIGHTWING. . RSN ERIE R EER B T R T

- again, earlier programs played Infiuential

the other, who became

. than those in Amercian films. There's an ARE 0les. TRIPLE FIGHTER and Toho's ZONE
" Interesting variation though; he doesn't . IGHTER series could be classiffed as
turn into a bat to fly, instead he hires a - A facly Sentals | suppose, though neither
whole flock of bats to carry his unconsc- o - : X as as successful or groundbreaking as

ious body through the sky In the daytime. 3 e QOR RS.
Meanwhile, our heroes are a wise old : - '

Taoist (Lam Ching Ying), his assistants’
and an obligatory young gyonsi boy (child-
{sh vampire that hops). As always, the
stereotypical little gyonsi is nice, never

GORANGERS had a brief airing (n the
San Francisco area which lasted about
ten episodes. This was a couple of years
arter KIKAIDA's bay area canceliation, and

KIKAIDA had.turned

HIM(TSU SENTAI GORENGA (
("Sacret Task Force: Five Rangers™) Prod- DA, 13¢
uced by Toet, 84 episodes from 4/75 unt{] SChoolb
3/77 wiil. L
Like | mentfoned earlier, In the Kamen DUt It wed
Rider article, 1 feel that KAMEN RIDERX | Can ref
VS.KING DARK was the first example of €Se kid
Sentat, or superhero taam. Of course, the watch t
Kamen Riders had an enormous effect on Aka Ranger “oh
all Japanese superhero programs, for it 10 class as part of show & tell.

Wwas they who flrst promoted the | GORANGERS | - Ea
ently than usual. In this case, he charac- Sy - s far-fetched and elaborate

ter is treated just like one of the human

isis. Before our heroes' tangle with the
dangerous European vampire, there's a
subplot involving an attempt to let a fem-
ale ghost rest in peace by retrieving her
body. She was a singer or hostess in a
Classy brothel in her previous life. When
Lam Ching Ying eventually takes on the

esting. ~ His Taoist weapons (like a
coinsword, talisman paper, etc.) have no
effect on this caped vampire. Of course,
we all know that the way to defeat a
white vampire is by using crucifixes, qar-
lick, wooden stakes and holy water. But




Five Rangers are a group of
secrel agents who carry out mis-
sions under special command,

The Special Defense Forces of
Japan  have suffered  extensive
damage under the attack of the
masked monsters ol Black Cross,
the merciless organization of all evil
powers.

Among the survivors are five
young fighters -~ Tsuyoshi Kaijo
{(Red Ranger), Daita Ohiwa { Yellow
Ranger), Peggy Matsuyama (Pink

40

This is a page from one of Toei's promotion books where they tried to
sell the series overseas but were unsuccessful.

Ranger), Kenji Asuka  {Green
Ranger) and Akira Shinmei (Blue
Ranger). Having survived death-
defying tests, the -quintet have
united to form the secret Five
Rangers squadron to thwart the
vicious invasion of Black Cross.

Not a moment 15 to be wasted,
Enemy troops have raided a gun-
powder plant, taking children as
hostages and setting a time bomb
where they are being confined. In
the nick of time, the Five Rangers

84 half-an-hour episodes

stuceeed in rescuing the children,

Now the mighly counterattack of
the young warriors begins. With the
exploding fist of Red Ranger, quick
gun of Blue Ranger, judo skill of
Yellow Ranger, kick of death of
Pink Ranger and boomerang of
Creen Ranger, the evil forces are
devastated.

The Five Rangers have become
the symbol of justice, continuing
their ceaseless mission to Protect
mankingd,
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three heroes in AKUMAIZA 3, they do much
more fencing than karate, and all three he-
roes are more elaborately designed, and
are more Indlvidual; no repititious unif-
orm.

It appears that a more talented crew
was behind AKUMAIZA 3 than there was
for GORANGERS. The budget for AKUMAI-
ZA 3 1s probably equal to Its competitor,
although AKUMAIZA 3 is more believable,
less chincy looking Personally, | like both
RIS A £ programs a lot, mostly for different reas-
have made its outlandishness believeable, ¥ ~ RedRanger's TInal 445 (each program has advantages in its
% ethh‘ng comes off as cheap and art- kick 1s what makes the ball kill the vill- favor), and 1 don't really prefer one over |

ain (who explodes, of course). Astupld, the other. Like GORANGERS, AKUMAIZA 3

T dramatic climax, but one which all-
ts choreo raphy fs fast= OVer Imax, has an enjoyable musical score.
" il mgm pa;’tnough it Ows for participation from all five of the '

ometimes. recall op- T3N9ers.

sedly recieving

ssed by two feet.

ere’s the music of

, the program’s op-

gs are awesome and AKUMAIZER 3 j:/_j;:v,-(ijr--s
cheer the heroes In (~Akumatza Suri”) 38 epfsodes, stirting
e evilviliains,  on 10/7/75 to 6/29/76

ive adults who | gyess technically, AKUMAIZA 3 fsn't
gle $tation, another link in the Sental chain, as it nev-
The names  or replaced GORANGERS, it ran the same
Kajjo (Aka year as GORANGERS but not for as long..
Paita (Jie GORANGERS started broadcasting six
and Asuka months before AKUMAIZA 3 premiered,
red, A0 IS ang AKUMAIZA 3 was cancelled a full year
90mo 15 pink, and parore GORANGERS finally ended.

ratdor commands the oth~  The similarities between AKUMAIZA 3
er four, Shinmei is the pilot for their .4 cORANGERS are minor. The likeness-
fake looking air vehicles fike the Valy Do-oe.  Both programs are created by Toel
rin and Vally Bloon, Da!ta is abumbling . en help from JAC., and they both fnv-
- " " olve a superhero team. The differences:
The heroes in AKUMAIZA 3 generally‘don’t
have human forms; they practically alw-
ays look like superheroes, there are only

!

Like | mentioned earlier, the three he-.

roic robots In the series remaln In thelr '
costumed forms almast constantly. Sc
there are human characters as well who

planet The climactic )
ode usually begins with

l!ff, Eac

karate duel asallr pattle it but-
__with nearly twice henchmen, § .
sy - s gemra!lvmnrog*ans'l hero. Evil

indtvidual weapon occaslonaﬂ‘f made use " is yellow, 3nd often makes use of a wierd

l = : looking machine gun. Gabura Is a funny
4 L

L



looking monster with an even funnier ;M
voice and speach pattern, Hlis only needed :
source of nourishment {s water, which he
must drink whenever possidle. Unlike his |
two more serfous counterparts, he rare-|
ly uses a fencing sword, preffering his
spiked ball & chain as hjs main weapon.
They have a mag'nflcent mo O cyq]e butlt

£ (get this) Big One joined the foursome
. on eplsode *23, bringing the team's numb
| erup to five, which lasted the final 12
episodes. This heroic team of cyborgs
worked at the International Bureau of Sct
entific Investigation, lead by Superintend
ent Kujiral. Their enemies are 2
~ |monstrous gang of nasties called quite

| appropriately, ‘Crimel’ Their meen leader
s called Iron Claw, and the henchmen are
known as ‘Crimers.” They're stationed on
Earth, but get their commands from inva-
ding allens.

bard, which.can fly
Individual motorcy

roved GORANGERS. By this time, Toef was
bess nervois about Sentals, and put more BATTLE FEVER J

way  energy (not to mention yen) fnto Product-  14e1,1979, J.AC, Broadcast from 2/3/79
| Ir  lon. Inspite of these advancements, JACK- ‘til 1/26/80, 52 epigodes, Cast: Hiroki .

ERS was nowhere near as successru!as Tanioka as Den/P saoBaFtle Japan); Yuh-

el Kyspehi|as Takksn

mtnlatures explostons and monstera For
the first time in a Toe! Sental, there are
even glant monsters! They were added
So that the heroic team's gfant robot
would have something to fight. The idea

JACKERS
¥ (Full Japanese title: ‘Jyaka
35S episodes from Toel,
472/77 until 12/24/78 . P
I've seen very little of JAC!QERS&
having seen enough of GORANGERS, |
a pretty good idea as to wha

+ 0n (the pleces of cannon just magically
pop out of thin air) which is then used to

blast the guest villaln, so he explodes. The
idea of assembllng a cannon to kil the vi-
lain Is som which would later be

of a live action Shogun Warrior dates
back to 1977 with Toel's DAI TETSWIN 1 -
7, basically an up to date rip off of
JOHNNY SOKKO AND HIS FLYING ROBOT
(see page 13). In the1978, Toel did it ag-
2la.{n their SPIDEFNAN TV show. But the

controled by the hﬁma\-stze heroes. Am
this series came out BEFORE rip offs like
- THE TRANSFORMERSHI
42



Srange incidents ovenr in guick
suceession  without  leaving  Lthe
slightest clue as 1o their causes. A
man s suddenly missing, a large
amount of mongy disappears from
a bank, a tanker is losl al sea.

Superintendent  Kujirai ol the
Internationnd  Bureau of Seientific
Investigation 18 instructed by New
York hesdqguarters W0 onfaioe o
special troop  of cyborgs. 1t be
comes known thal a wicked synd-
ciate called ““The Crpe™ = behind
thee  bizarre  ogcurrences.  Their
power covers the world and they

s

leave no traces.
(oro  Sakurai, an - Olympie

madern  pentathlon  champmon, at
first refuses to become a cyborg,
bul changes his mirkd after witness.
ing "The Crime’s” attack on the
Bank of Japan. He wears his symbol
ol a spade. Other volunteers are
Higashi  (diamond). a  hustler;
pulicewomun Karen (hearl), whose
father lost bis hfe al the hands of
“The Urime", andd Daichy (clover), a
marie seientist, who s endowed

with life as a cyborg after his death
during » submarie mvestignbion.
The Tour cyborgs — each with o

card  symbol o challenge “The

Creime™ with their mighty Bower

andd secrel wi

bﬂ

jrons,
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= = 3

battle of the glants only occurs at the
eddof each episode), the hero against
penchmen format Is not unltke.that ‘in the
other:Sentals. But as always, (U's come
more efficiently, there-is-gefinate Imp-
_rovement. For one thing, .the Japan
#Action Club has been payed to do more
list sup en for the cost-

most talented marttal artists made his
debut In this revolutionary addition to the

e

e o

by’

Sental programs. He plays only one of five
heroes in BATTLE FEVERJ, and stands out
as the most skillful of them, as Battle
Kenya The guy who played Asuka (Hidort
r) In GORANGERS returns to play
Bat! ;3&(20'5'55&5}1‘-365101:1& familiar face
that,of ki Ueda §1976, Maki Ueda
Jackié Saf'q?’bﬁnghaPlnﬁLady clone
led the Bedaty Patr. Butin, 1979, pers-
“onalt Eonflicts arose betieen the two
members of this discp « 10, 1B

some

“"The judges declared that
Jackle Sato had won, after 50 minutes of
fighting. But a couple months later, Maki
changed her mind about retiring, and rels

e

; mpy,e;._,._%eljmqwa A uwugtg

 he occasfonally makes guest appe
in smaller roles in some programs, where *

_ gble performer grew up on the early stult

8 FEVER J, anything from Denzi Red in Den-

onJuly 1, 1679 and also beganlo bi':iy_:a__
main villain iIn BATTLE FEVER J. There's

e s, e i
&Wﬁl\dsmﬂ(e_ whp was’knﬁwﬁ%

to Wear the £0 Costum

nis face Is visible. As a child, this valu-

like GEKKO KAMEN. Kazo proved himself
in BATTLE FEVER J to be so efficient at
superhero gesturtng, fighting and stunt-
work that he has played the leading red
hero In every super sental since BATTLE

ziman to Red Turbo in TURBO RANGER.
His earlier roles include the costumed
forms of Kamen Rider Amazon and Dal
Tetsujin 1-7.

Producer & writer Tohru Hirfyama got
fed up with repititious superheroes at
about the same year that BATTLE FEVER
J was produced. So the new producer of
BATTLE FEVERJ and ttsrip offs Is Susu-
m1 Yoshikawa, who 15 far more cooperat-
fve with toy companles and general
repitition. However, in the way of crea-
tivity, BATTLE FEVERJ, holds its own.

p

#

e France,
t'lé‘ng
' Kossal

(their leader of CQYrS
(Russian despite Egyptia
Miss America (female, naturally). | guess
they called her that lns’ﬁéa? ofiBattle Am-
erica to make fun of/America’s stupld
obsesslon with beaul an'tg Each

member has more | WI post
Kamen Rider supe “Rhey all do
The four

ridiculous

t__ JnKiy

“Ima, Tatsuya Midorikawa (Denzi Greer

International fivesome Is at war
with a gang of Earthly monsters called
Egos. These assholes always create an-
other monster who fights the heroes, the
heroes ki1l him in a traditional way (like
DENZIMAN, with a cannon), SO then the

plot, the

5 to the form of a gt
then Batt

controls. [t scauring:
overdone fight that the episodic monster

Readwear), and” die and explode. .

'DENSH! SENTAI DENZIMAN ("Electronic
Fighting Team Denziman®)

Toel etc, S1 episodes lasting from
272180 until 1/31/81, Produced by AK
orf Watanabe, Scripted by Shozo Uehara,
Directed by Koicht Takemoto, Cast: Ak

 Ipel (Denzi Red) played by Shinicht Yul
(Denzi Blue): Kenji OhD:

ama (Denzi Yellow): lechi Tasuy

Naoya Uchida, Takira Momol (Denzt Pink
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something really big The DENZIMAN form
at would be repeated over and over again
for at least ten years. The name was to be
changed each following,
about all. Starting with

er Sentai,” and th
relentlessly de

Super Sent
Akira Kofzumi, Hedortan Jiyou: Machiko ¢nece succeet

Soba, Hedora Shogun: Kosuke Kayama, Mira: g1t o the |
tle Rikawa, Kera Chiaki Kojo, Bandiki who 1acks the
1a0: Kiri 0 Narrator- Tohru Ohira

Shogun (I think that means Pollutfon
Chief). Two other main villains are two
ladies called Kera and Mira. As for the
er Tohru Yoshiyama. good guys, there are five of them: leader
FX in DENZIMAN are even better than Ipel Akagl (Denzi Red), Kenji Ohba as Dai-
goro Ounu (Denz! Blue), Jun Kiyama (Denzi
Yellow), Tatsuya Midorikawa (DenziGreen),
and the obligatory pink female Akira Mom-
ol (Denzi Pink). They've got an amazing

ey i

has a lot of Fx and gc-esallttle
£NING 1K Th1S..oooooee e e
villains create monster, monster as
to a diabolic mission, interaction am
villains, villains strike somewhere, hefgs
oes arrive and there's a fight or twogg
heroes later try to think of a way to’
thwart plans of villains, villains are in
the act of doing another crime, heroes ar-
rive s(:ga:rr:itmraa c“m?lcgécra?cows}?:;:g . 21 Machine (motorcycle), Denzi Bagi
y r names an y 5 S ot : tanii el

@ Kenji Ohba as Daigoro Ouna (Denzi Blue)! ¢ep), Denzi Tiger (an enormous land v

E{teroes rlghtt] Il'sincrgnzg then k”!%;::?? W e icle that becomes Dai Denzin), and Dal

¢ guest villain, dead mons ate- ; =

Iy cg:es back to life 25 an :7% in BATILE FEVER J. Well what do you ex- gig“} (an 9:?:““0&» robot trlm ?;comersn

) pect? You think they'll get worse each 3 1iger). /qutheruppos 1IN REFo W

heroes’ spacedhipibecomes a  Transformer
i s & year? Another fmprovement fs the mart- alds the team is a robotic dog.

 robot, heroic robot  battIB? and gestroys
glant monster giant méﬁstgﬁ”g)_cp}odes. fal arts choreography, agaln supplied by

106 of hurnan cha- JAC, who are responsible for staging all

tore a freeze  the action in all the Sental programs. Fans

411 the Couldn't get enough of Ken}l Ohn" 1 {n BATT-

array of powers and weapons Itke: Denzi
Punch (heavy steel gloves), DenziDash
(they run really fast, but in slow motion,
Yike in THE SIX MILLION DOLLAR MAN), Den-
71 Miran (both a sword & boomerang),

racters goofin
frame. That,
Sentais from |
are minor varia

1 show 1o show. encorell Again \.onna s

" The outlandishnes 1?‘&1;\5 jsalso fWe heroes.
derivative of thosesfn LEFEVERY,  Sowhat's
but | think many villat designs in It's happening again
DENZIMAN are immitations of the baddies Monsters are hass}in

" in Shaw Brothers’ INFRAMAN (Hong Kong; O blonic saviorse) 3 N Jh

: A FNIV A

1975) movie, which in turn, was an unap- 2PPear tobe geoy 1 : W
from pollution, %u f - SUN VULCAN

ologetic tmmitation of Japanese heroes,
especially INAZUMAN (Toef; 1973-"74). As
for DENZIMAN, this was the beginning of

ace. They're called-¥ads 3 . and the ("Tiayo Sental San Barucan™)
leader 1s a queer ' diyowau, lasting from 2/2/8+% until1/31/82, cons
anc there’s a toug . Isting of -51 episodes, CAST. RyunoSuks

3
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4 Unlike DENZIFAN, | have enougn ob oUIN
WULCAN on {ape to know thal the series
“is excellent. | love SUN VULCAN, and ILS
one of my favorites from the Sentals
‘Kenji Ohba fs not in this program, DENZIM-
AN was his final Super Sental But the
three actors (actually it's four, since the
/first actor to play Vulcan Eagle quit dur-
§ing the course of the serfes, requiring a
replacement) portraying the heroes suff-
fce, although little is known about them.
i From what ['ve seen, most of the karate
duels are done just with the heroes in Co-

stumed form. That suits me fine, since
14 -
o

Kawasak! as Owashl (Vulcan Eagle), Taka-
yuki Godal as Tobiha (Vulcan Eagle),
Kimiya Sug!as Sanejima (Vulcan Sha‘k),.;

Asao Kobayash! as Sao Kyowa, ShinKira
as Arashi Yama, Misao Miyamoto as Misao
Arashiyama, Sakao Yamada as Yazawa,
Machiko Soba as Hedortan Jyo, Yukie Kar-
awa as Amazon Killer, Takako Chikawa
as Zerowan, Narrator: Asuko Hirako
Many of the superhero designs of this

one come from (belleve it or not) the Jap-
anese branch of Marvel Comics! But it's
not at all evident, since all three heroes
look more like the Denzimen than any Am-

the sensational J.AC. stuntmen wearir
the costumes are sensational, perform!
the battles better than average. IUS

certainty that there were numerous Inj
lescaused while fflming the marvele

erican comic hero. This early In the o ang 2 yellow member accide

. Hedorfan Jyoou Her old army Vader was
_ defeated so now she's joined new army of

# cyborgs, called Black ttaguma Another
main leader of Black Maguma is the Darth

quatic blue member called VUICan ' :
ntly 3 duel Th one eptsodel;

divvdys, LHE L ULDUL 1ot L 1 UL Lic

end of eai;;g; i

cu uiLii
i

three her
(pbefore the
{s by usin

ranger St
a cannon

afatal me! v
they each’ d

ball during the process. There are other

evil invaders, like main villains. The lea- -
der is the same bitch that the Denzimen

failed to kill in the previous program,

like hell Sa ‘Hell 5

nga even decipitate

career of ‘Super Sentai legacy,’ excessiVe namaq yylcan Panther, even though he's
repitition hadn't set in entirely. That's , naatan. The three are commanded by 2
why SUN VULCAN has only three heroes qeneral played by the late Kazuya Aoyama,
instead of the usual five. But otherwise, poct- known for hisrole as Nanbara the
SUN VULCAN is a complete mimmickry of |nterpol agent in GODZILLA VS. MECHA-
DENZIMAN. Producer Susumi Yoshikawd conzii| A The team has a number of
has found 2 highly profitable format enicles and weapons, Including the mand-
which s the same thing each year. atory cabot, called Vulcan Robot. As
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GOGGLE V Stuntman Junichi ‘Haruta makes: his
("Dai sentai Goguru V*) S0 episodes,  superhero debut in GOGBLE V, as Goggle
broadcast from 2/6/82 to 1/29/83 Black. This fantastic stuntman helped the
Lo ratings, ;since arival serigs at the time
. was Ken iﬁonnas UCHI KEIJL GYABAN

% » both

“it makes me wonder if this is the only
ave inJapan). The Gogguru V heroes ha.
elp from a group of little kids who serv
s dispatchers, communications officer
nd computer technicians on a high-tec’

et and wear blue uniforms looking lik
‘typical sci-ft attire (STAR TREK, SPACE

999, etc.). These irritating kids mak.
GOGGLE V very childish, yet the quality o
he battles makes up for it.

Junichi Haruta

cholce of how | int
wierd programs? Sof
by their orlglnalJap

tdea. Producer Tohru Hirlyama has gotten
these programys at the mercy of toy manu-
facturers like Bandal.

:le:':;')-;' But even t

lnnacurate way, 1t 18
= to the best

(“Kaga}{v%\

2/5/83 to 1728/84;
er: Susumi Htrlya_:
Producer: Hatorl, :

1c title is Roman
pronounced ‘five,’ or
anese over in Japan

The villains this |
dark, -commanded b
called Dabu. Other
liated with Deathd
Shogun and an ap

gng=eyed demon Junji Shimada as Professor Hisataro Yun
\characters affi- en shibashhas Telou Aton, Mar
gathkmer ' ' :

glant robot, your nenchmen; your minfat-
ures, and your karate.

The FX. are also quite enjoyable b

n so many T\? shows, where DYNAMAN failed was in its hum
AT

same Cave appears




¢ sler costumes
for this show a . the same as
my comments on  ghose i . In

thelr militar,
many tails t caisonally
try new methods to grow extra tails. Yet

the herolc Dynamen always defeat the

character development Nearly every cnar-
acter acts so incredibly silly In this agomedic cowboy.
#how, and much comes of f as stupid to ol- [iiﬁ" ) . _ by‘ﬂ’the magnificent
&r fans. The jnf igs put.me of f, Jtnichi Haru;a;se’ﬁaturally Dyna Black is
Wt ' ou%s Eazdmg, o

ed is okay,

ea Blue. But aside "Jom ms appearance in
el this series, little is koW of the 11lus-
factors 'm fve fighter. Last but not least, Dyna Pink.

quality.
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Mari Kano (lef
as Princess Ki
mira (below).

The actress Sayoko Hagibara 1s not a
good martial artist, but with an ass like
that,who cares?! According to rumors at
Toei, she got her part by sleeping with
producers at Toei. | wguld really like to
pecially in the

BIOMAN
("Shodenshi Bayoman”)

debut: 2/4/84, 51 episodes, ending
1/26/85, Created by Sabura Yasuda, Mus-

ic by Tateml Yonq, Action Director; Jun{l
Yamaoka of JAC, Cast...Ryosuke Sakamoto

as Red |, Naoto Ohota as Green 2, Akito
Ohsuka as Blue 3, YukiYajima as Ygllow

4, Michlko Makino as Pink 5, Sadamaru
Khoda as Dr. Man, Sirohisa Nakada as Meis-
un, Strongu Kongho as Manster, Yuko Asuko
as Fara, and Yukari Oshima as Fara Cat




T RERR

A couple of things which make BIOMAN
unique from its predecessers are the
namesyof its heroes and the climactic
battles‘ f the giants. Rather than mimmi-
cking Lne last cauole of shows and calling
the rfemes Bio Red, Bio Green, etc., each &
of theflve is rea‘fered to by color and rank f§
numbgr ,@I;Pe ga@er is Rgd 1, and the other ~
two malé: \@r&v@ecﬁszw Blue 3. The
TWO femaltps.are Piik’ S and Yellow 4.
BIOMAN's ide4 ofshaving two regular her-
oins would bei pePeated the next three
years in Ck}

in all the other Sental before of
OMAN doesn't always have a . . :
guest monster in each epi TeLL] KLl Above as Yallow Four (note aut-
U ENE SRR VS LRI ooraph) and below (second from 1eft) in San.
O £arcicoo with Hiroshi {‘Sharivan’) Watari
EWCRIS (15 12ft), Barrie Evans (second from right),
WL IIN and August Ragone (far right). :
Wwarehouse
Bsigned glant
robots, and they release one at the end of
each episode, and that makes way for the
climactic confrontation of giants

As I've mentioned many times in this :
fssue, the FX in Japanese superhero prog- |
rams ]ust keep gettlng more and more

ow costumed form of the character Yellow
4, the generic hero was actually played by
amale JAC member, wearing fake tits

and hip paddlng under the costume to make

.fukan U_shi?na {above left) as Fara
Cat (above right).
are. | wishthe gorgeous f ema]e JAC memb-

ifﬁ#atari Tsu
eared f§ KUNG FU CHAN -

DYNAMAN  I'm referring to |

: Black falling over a waterfall and down
these disturbmg Fx & weapon inserts are | it after  into a pool of water with a hearty splash.
more common. But BIOMAN still has a lot the firs nder of  Another JAC member in BIOMAN is Yukari
of life in its battles, though not up to par the sé‘?‘l ractive  Oshima, a sexually stimulating actress
with any of the older Sentai programs.  actress as a replacen the yell-  who's as deadly as she is attractive. As
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FX-wise, CHANGEMAN 15 a sucgessor to
BIOMAN. And sjnce BIOMAN ftself is ftaw-
Iess in that ahea and rates,ﬁgs a a;assn:

erall}éagree
. : Qgceegfng serfe ':mgslnfé{i_
the villainous Fara Cat, she gets inher #_ The Ofly thing (
share of duels with the heroes, such as its
a great nunchaku fjght (with yuki Yajimal | !
near a fo Jol BIOtIAN, episode *2. 2

One thing in CHANGEMAN's favor isaun
ique idea that a few of the villains
eventually defect from the evil side and
prefer the company of the heroes. There
are individualities of these heroes as
well. For the first time, one hero has a
white uniform, as opposed to green or ye-

Y

B]ack Magma, \fader Egos, Crime, and the
Black Cross Army all failed, thwarted by
the many Sentai teams that regularly pro-
tect Tokyo. Perhaps if Dr.Man and his

legions attacked some place other than

Japan; the superhero capitol of the world,
they could win. But no, these idiotic inv-
aders fall right for the trap, and chose to
attack Tokyo (home of the Sentais), just
like their predecessers. The current
erhero team in defense of Tokyo this week
is a group of robots from outer
called Bfoman. The leader isRed 1,
there are two males (Green 2 and Blue
and two females (Pink 4 and Yellow5;
They reside within Blorobo, and so dg#
another robot called Pibo. This fema
bot is human-size, golden and serves
dispatcher, not a fighter and is adde
comic relief. She looks like a bug-
C-3PO.

loded villain, and then it's time fo
7 Change Robot to go into action. Bazu |
the king of Gozuma. The five heroes wh
{CURSE, ~  oppose Gozuma each have a uniform colc
E BODY-  as always, but are not named according:
S “color. Their names are Change Drag

BREBFI IV
CHANGEMAN
("Dengeki Sentai Chenjiman") 55 episodes,
lasting from 2/2/85 up until about 2/22-

/86

As with all the superhero pregrams of
1985, this one has sentimental value to
me, since | watched it regularly when |
lived In Japan. | enjoyed viewing it every
Saturday night, and loved watching the
Changeman livestage plays at Korakuen
amusement park on Sundays. | even got to
explore Toel studios and played around
with many actual props from the show,
including villain costumes and sets.
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always undergoing tr‘ainlng depicting sim-
i1ated combat.

F1L ASHMAN
("sho ShinSe't Flashman™)
20 episodes, from

t can | say that | have not sad be--

fore?  The FX are the best yet, bt
everything else is the worst yet. My maén
problem with LASH_-i_AJj__Is___tat It was

2d Flash

ret the one and only

forms of Lhese five neroes
sometimes wear wierd, futuristic attire
as well.

Japan Is in the middle of 3 battre bet-
ween the members (

made at a time when | was losing faith
in the Sgntal programs. Since then, ['ve
come to expect very little from the new-
est Super Sentals. With Flashman (as
well a$ CHANGEJ“}EN) I stILI had some

Th-e nasties from Hesu include the usual
scary beasts like Ra Deus, & Ri Kefuren a<
well as the usual shapely females like
Nefurus {Sayoko Hagibara from DYNAMAN)

and a couple others. This time, the evil
gals don't look like the usual death rock-
ers and-road warriors, but cat-like wild
women.

MASKMAN
("Hikari Sental Maskinan®)
S| episodes, 2/28/87 to ¥/29gy
orse | FLASHMAN, but better
't seen a lot of this
never will. By the

:thing to offer
and are ?t Ieasts'worth criﬁ“c“kj,ng»x@ut All
the prograris ‘ ﬁkaf '_‘a,smposed

about
Uniqueness in the favor of FLASHAN
includes the

helmets of ;
the five her- e being
oes. They But hyper

tend to stand active Japanese scnoolboys are bad crit-
out from the 1cs anyway, It's the avid dishard agult
designs of i

characters
of other sup-
erhero teams
because of §
white round
objects on
each half of
their head -
resembling
ears. Also,
the human




fans like mysé€lf that collect all these
Sentais on tape and are familiar with all
the Sentai programs over the past ten
years. Even though none of the new prog-
rams have the punch of the early classics,
| accept, support, view, and collect each
series.

Of course, my viewpoints are opinion-
ated. Keep In mindthat | am a fan of
martial arts, stuntwork and acrobats. If
my main loves were super-imposed lazer
FX, minlatures, costumes of monsters and
robots, pyrotechnics (explosive FX), and

_quality of the series so that it {s MASKM
. AN's equal, at least!

Legend has it that monsters called
Chy2bus were out to get usin 1987-'88.
With Zeba commanding Anagumas, Angura-

mon and the whole menagerie opposing us,
its a damn good tmng the heroic rw ome

important to a superhero program as thine
stuntwork. But [ still maintain that a 11t~ is ugly
tle of both is needed. DYNAMAN has great, the five Wnulgaabpea
plentiful FX, thoughnot as advanced as som}*ﬂ_orl of mﬁfipﬁts
those in MASKMAN. Yet DYNAMAN'S super-ftates In & lotds™position, sometimes
ior action choreography balances the even floating inmidair. The character is
played by veteran Toei actor Hayato Tani,

who was featured regularly in 1979's NET-
CHU JIDAI, KEIJI HEN, and another crime

drama series called GUERILLAS SEVEN

(Toei) starring Sonny Chiba

neral
And un!ike
AN has

Liveman 21 J 7 ./
l;igt:-ut 2/217/88
e this one came out, the ge-
e was “Forget about ‘em!”
AN or GOGGLE V, LIVEM-
ptten already. Things
hat no Sentiai progr-

attl

%‘E‘OQFBDhy I can
things to say
(addition.
Ite as in-
¢ Sentai

(an crfsnoot of new wave) band than the

menacing caricatures who were heavies
in the older, better programs,
LIVEMAN started off rather unusual,

having only three neroes, aconcept not
done since the days of SUN VULCAN, 3lth-

ough there- is no comparison. Unlike SUN
VULCAN, one of the three was an attract-
ive female. Toward the later half of the
serfes, two new members were added,
oringing the total number of hereos back
up to the usual five But still, there is
only one female member, not the usual
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member who traditionally never fights 15

a femaie robot called Coron, who i5 even
more annoying than Pebo in BIOMAN, €5p-
ecially when she does her Michae!

~ Jackson walk. Their obligatory giant rob-
ot is of course Live Robot, He bears 3

~ striking resembience 0 the heroic robot

_ in the Japanese cartoon GO LION,
- in America as VOLTRON. In fact, cne of

before.

B',rﬁt‘i“’ W you kno 'i_‘
rapnﬁlex‘!@revlew

plot. In this, case, the p.lo
six youn duits who we
friends’ unui one

the show's
alring are probably called Black Buffalo
ard Greed Rhino.  Their obligatory sixth

shown

the vehicles that transforms in{o Live
Robot is a robot lion calied Land LTon that
also looks Itke sometning out of that car-

e combining vehicles that
Dot are Agua Dolphin,

back to the
names like

Their gr 2
bots called Zinfas

TURBO RANGER

("Kousoku Sentai Tabo Renjya’)

The first time | reviewed this sad
1989 series was in the previous issue of
0.C. (ORIENTAL CINEMA #8, page 28) 1
really don't want to wriie about this dull
piece of rotten Kiwi again but what the
Hell, you only live once, U'l] give it atry.

The thing about TURBO RANGER 1s that
the- ugh, well, uminm, awe nevermind,
fortyet it, 've got better things to do with
e Vife, O




- ND\'EMBER 19, 1932 's)
12:30 ﬂ MJV!E—Cartoon
“Chinese Gods." (Chinese; 1980) A
Bruce Lee cartoon character battles
mvmolomr‘a' and aeiim\r villains in
1

ré not_ something ¥ try
,nole 1ot of in ORIENTAL CINEMA.

r;i:ing was even. more ‘naive
ow, Now (I tnink l am: more.

pnotos I'm inclumng 0, lllus

ovie this time around  And!:

rac-. is, 1 want to contmu




" waiting tobe reviewed.

wmch makes nobsense in the Engl:sh ver-
- and tnese stage shows are the mghlight

sion unless -,rou remember a similar: mc.d-:

ent in: ALAKAZAH THE GREAT or; some

lars' where if you respond 10 your name
being called, the jar (or bottle) sucks you -
up Speaking of. Monkey King adventures, a,
number: of characters in CHINESE GODS al- =
s0.do clowd flying. For more details on.

'Monkey King stories; see 0.C.#7,

*--'One character not based on ancient Chi-
nese :iuerature isan ammatea versionof - -

. Bruce Lee who appears at about the midd-

becomes the ma1n heru.
; !ooxs ralrly accurate desptle a third’ eye

for. :

Golng heavlly into the plot: woula be

-pointless; a waste of time and. paper, .1
“went ahead and wrotte up an (n-depth syn-~

opsis which was accurate down to the

 last detail but have decided not to use it
fas 1 would like to keep this issue under
;',100 pages long. So let’s just say.that it -
Zis‘astory of good vs. evil, involving'‘a -

- nasty dictator called King: Chow_ out ‘to
“kill the Duke of. Shi with the help of var-_ -
“ious'soldlers and demons, So 2 heroic.

: wizard called Cheng Chi Nao gathers tog-
“ether a bunch of good Chinese gods' who -~
“battle and eventually defeat the bad-guys.

HOCUS POCUS

" Presented by Golden Harvest in associat-
“lon ‘with Boho Films,
Hung, . Supervisor: Wo Ma,

“Producer: Samo.
Directed by
Chien Yue Sang 5 :

HOCUS POCUS is most certainly more

il - of a horror movie than a fantasy, despite
~ flamboyant elements of fantasy.
-problem is, my horror column (CHINESE

The

CHILLERS) has -3 wailing list, It is ov-
erflowing with Chinese horror romps jus:
Fantasy flicks
are 2 little harder to come by. And since
“HOCUS POCYS 15 almost classifyable as

~fantasy, that's close enought

~leof the film and from that point on -
The drawing -

- on the-forehead which can fire aray. The -

: character has: high pltched klais like Lee's
- anddoes many of the same kinds of. kicks, =
_ punches; and gestures Lee was rarnous ;' :'-

1. role). From here we go through one silly..

5 !' some bathroom humor, etc.), but In HOCUS

-/buried beneath the stage and that the ac-.
;

. etons benezth the stage, they accidently

' ~ The climactic climax is a fantastically §
fantastic battte between this. scary,

: It's all about a traveling group’ of ‘ac-

' !. spirithas a large forenead reminiscent:

© Kuei and Pino agree to digup the cisturbec
. ghost’s bones and bury them elsewhere.
_Unaware that there are actually two skel-

There are scenes of;an‘acrobatic roup o
muchnke the Dekmg Opera perrormmg -

. of an otherwise dark {{im. Wnere as much’
of the rest of th:s gloomy yel goofy flick
is \nsuany unclear (insufficient lighting),
- the opera scenes‘are colorful and feature -
* outstanding acrobats.. After viewing my"
_-tape of HOCUS POCUS a few times, | fin=-
“ ally: figured  out why this movie is'so -
" goddamn hazey! ‘When they ‘transferred -
it onto video, they projected-it_onto a -

- dirty, wrlnkly Sr:reenl Nice move, -ass-
holes!’ :
Allin all; this {s an en]ovable worth- ;
‘while film. It’s no classic, but it 1s wortn’- o

- watching at least four times, 8 | really don't know how many super-
hero movies have come out of China. Not
many, since China s generally not known
for its science fiction. But | suppose
 that technically, even a common kung fu
. situation ' after another as Kuei keeps' movie could be considered a superhero

| playing obligatory jokes ona fellow ac-’
robat the uptight, egotistical Chia, " In  LHeALIELek could all those fantasies

' fiims like this, traditional hoaxes are .
commonplacetimpersonatea spook, add.

* robatic performers lead by Uncle Sheng
. (Lam Ching Ying in a pre-MR.VAMPIRE

POCUS, it's overdone to the max and this |
| mumbo jumbo takes up nearly the whole
(" first half of the movie. Eventually, the: :

plot thickens when Chien Yuet Sun (the

odd !ittle actor from THE THREE AVENG-
" ERS and KUNG FU VAMPIRE BUSTER) plays
i ablue-skinned, mischievous ghost dubbed
' 1In afemale voice, This silly, bumbling -

- tothatof the Klingons in STAR TREK
THE NEXT GENERATION as well as whatev-.
f’ er new Star Trek movie 1s out this week. .
i The ghost complains that his bones are

rebats’ - per rformances keep him from
resting’ in peace. So Uncie Sheng, Chia,

traditional, space-age superheroes insp-
ired by the Japanese ones, I' 11 include a 5
any as | can come across. One such

dig up the wrong one. The ghost whose. ¢

bones were removed didn't want his skel-
eten to be re-located So he vows revenge.

vengeful ghost and the cefensinve, miss-
informed acrobats. Cur heroes get into
full theatrical attire (makeup, fancy ant-
ique clothes, etc.) for this symbolic duel.
Bafore the evil spirit is destroyed, there
iz a lot ¢f {lashy fantasy as everyone
jumps, 11ies, and crashes through walls.
An exciting ending to an otnerwise mere-
ly ad:eu.ua:e exampie of Chinese fantasy. .

:‘Ia'_.-‘f'. 55 ;



SUPER R'DERS WITH THE DEVIL DOSS!DP“Y t at. the “tle FRANKENJT;ENS
presentec by Teng Hsing Film Co., Direct- KUNG FU MO TEngfe’ém

or: Chorng Guan Lin, Starring. Tong Ackermanﬁ»*gokes,ﬁt W aking it
wang, Chicn Cher: Wang, ,,.Vh}'_' ; missinforma't}on ma‘eleag;arm photos from
There ar hﬁst e af%wa'\— the mysterious&sequ |

themse. TH
ts called
ever the 0y LS.
nearly twé saméas that for th ic film exc
ept for the adt:ittona- V3, the filusive
sequel may vegemell be.called SUPERRI-
DER VI WITH THE DEVIL, but I'm not;
certain. i've never seen number two, but 2’
| know that it has Kamen Rider VI and Ri

derman in (€. The late American menste
magazine FAMOUS MONSTERS OF FILMLANG.
*133 (April, 1977) featurad photes f;
:he second Chinese Kamen Rider movie ok C 0 I00K i or e Engife ;
12b1ing 1t FRANKENSTEIN'S KUNG FU MONS- and Hayata Ichimonji song) than the original uaﬁnese s.ngers
TER. Most likely, this is a title for an {human forms oi both Kamen 9109?‘5 inthe | fke I sald, generally, the human char-
English version of the movie, but to the original TV ShOWSh i acters’ { dialogue are
best of my knowledge, it was never rel- larities are only slig : -
eased to America, or any place for that 3¢ shots of the t actors_ shots from thedirst two theatrical Kam-
matter. Of course, there's a]ways th.? ﬂghtmg henchmen, i dm apan. But there
%ﬂﬂhﬁﬂ» ¢
Inese immitators exceptions. There are two battles
2 surally, we never | done very well by the Chinese, using actu-
iglimDS‘ES of the Japa al gostumes of Kamen Riders (now called
could eastly tell whi per Riders) created at Toel studios, and
«Japan, and which we o China. These two battles, (one at
ide from already bei ginning, one at the climax) are alm-
with every frame of | ood as the Japanese duels inserted
films, | can detect a 1 out the film’s middle. The Chinese
between the theatric 00k a little sloppy when comp-
-of China and Japan. slick originals, but the sole

basic, non-technical_ er on hand (a red sphinx)
do have more form

kicks and at that ti

Bruce Lee, superfici
ects for all the hits,
all Japanese, taken .
en Rider films (
difference between

ect of a Chinese pun

s PN PR T3

L L T T e

als,ut |

; thinking the
bina, by just one
' n% film grain is

= ese films). But verd
e’-g ~RR-VIDEO yid 90 {S done more conv-
{4 arE\JTEpan::NAL tro.  Jdrunts, sighs, and kiaf ahftl aate Brocs Lide

8l v-ms ~co  Example of difference d ¢ ’W"DEA ‘was edited to

L e R : gether.
language hero jumps high, he yells The story starts off as a low buaget
Toooooooooouuuuuul™ (pronounced ‘tOW,” ramava of KAMEN RIDER eplsode #1, very
= 56




| Ploneer 1, Pioneer 2, and Ploneer 3. They
! use these mechanical marvels to commit
daring crimes. A leader of the Hero Gang
is Marta (Sally Yeh) who modeled for Plo-
neer 2's creation, so the robot's gorgeous
face s the same as Maria's. One member
defected from the so-called HeroGang
“and became an alcoholic bum now called
Whisky (played by film director Tsul Hark
who was Infinately funnier when he act-
ed in ACES GO PLACES 2). Whisky has
befriended a weapon designer called
Curly (John Sham) who s a cop. Paranoid,
" the Hero Gang decide to kill Curly and

Wnisky. They send the female robot Pion-

eer 2to kill them. After some cat and
mouse games, one of Ploneer 2's missiles
hits a water pipe and the force of the wa-
ter sends her flying back and she is
damaged. So our heroes repalr & reprog-
ram her so she's on their side now. Then
' the Hero Gang captures her, another mem-
ber defects and releases her, and then the
final battle occurs. All the villains incl-

uding Marta die, but Pioneer 2, Curly, an
oviigatory heroic reporter cailed Zuang

(Leung Chiu wal), Whisky, and the righte-
ous traitor played by Lam Ching Ying
survive all the explosions.

INFRAMAN
Stunt coordinators: Yuan Hsiang, Tang
Chia, Make Up: Wu Hsu Ching, Art Direci-
or: Johnson Tsao, Assistant Director.
LiYung Chang, Editor. Chang Hsing Lung,
American Editorfal Supervision. E H
Glass, Panavision titles: Optical House,
Sound. Picture Scores, Engtish Diatogue:
Peter Fernandez, Mix. Emil Neroda, Exec-
utive Poducer: Peng Cheng, Produced by
Runme-Shaw, Directed by Hua Shan, Rel-
eased by Joseph Brenner, Cast.......ou.
Li Hsfu Hslen as Raymar, TerryLliu as
Princess Dragon Mom, Wang Shieh as Pro-
fessor Chang, Wuan Man Tzu as daughter,
Lin Wen Wei as ChuMing

Now come on, you all.remember this*
one, don't youl? This flick {s America

0--f)

the time. =3

Inframan himse!f acts differently the
the average over dramatic superheroes i
Japan. None of those overdone poses
where the hero just stands there facin
Vol W o e R the villains, giving them a chance t
liking this magnificent work of art. App- sneak up on him. This formula routine f:
earantly, the narrowminded attitude of a Japanese tradition that nearly ruin
American critics ts, why watch a unique ... g4ty 40 the TV shows. But INFRA
film which combines fantasy, martial MAN needs no dramatic appearance; onc

arts, sci-fi, monsters and supernheroes p. changes, 1t's time to fight the mons
whenyou can watch Merril Streep talkers| Another improvement '{s its darin

with an accent?! Like | said when I first to defy tradition. InJapan, it seems thg
reviewed INFRAMAN in ORIENTAL CINEMA the dead, defeated monsters always exp

' 3 Q[:‘L{i‘
apanat.




much rus'wed Again, an athletlc young
motorcyc.lst 1S captured by monstrous
villains. The Ktdnapped 24 year oldv ct-
im Is called Tong Chi W
aemons ar%called
will, he%s gy

y
SCHOCKER re-caps the whole plot Involv-
ing the OX formula, which you already
*ead about on page .23 v{'\e'\ i reviewed

n Chlnese.f.li_ :
S0 the story is

| LOVE MARIA (Japanese title: "Rob-
ot Force™) 1988 Golden Pictures, Spacial
by C op,.Pro

guess my expectations were too high. 5o
after all the positive reviews directed at
this Chinese superhero flick, here's an
article which offers a significant change
of pacei ‘
Boring, dull, just plain uninteresting!
Definately the Lawrence Welk of Chinese
action movies. Granted, some of the rotot
battles may raise a few eyebrows, but
that's to be expected Yet | still say the
over all movie is drab, and these robotic

duel§ are substandard, compared to simi)-
ar confrontaticas involving robets in
alsc a littie
ake place at

night i _

The special eff-
ects, i of -pudding)
aren't 't make any-.

{emale robot’s costume s okay, best fo
1ts shiny look. And the fibre glass mam:
arfes aren’t bad either, though these cup
were probably empty. Well, | don't know
since I'm not certain exactly what ac
ress Sally Yeh's measurements are. Do«
anyone out there have any photos? Any
way, the robot costume looks like
combination of C-3PO, Robocop and ¢
course, that robot in that ancfent filr
METROPOLIS, or whatever it's called A
for the villainous robots called Pioneer
1 &3, these bulky criminals look mos
like walking insects made of indfan cl:
than metallic rabots.

Musically, | have nothing but prais
The score is my favorite thing about
LOVE MARIA. 1 tend to prefer this type'
poppy, rock-ltke soundtrack.
ittonal orchestral tune; C
in most films.

Why was | of,
action comedy

ounts of .bot nedy, ar
niether c—temer\ elally we
Of the two, ¢ !'10. to t!
comedy, wmrn n. There
very Httle (if anyYkung Ty e..-_flgh

elncreiibl URief and reat

‘La cmng ﬁng 1s ¢
'ILOVE MARIA to be know
t%,mg skills, yet he has such

{e was much better in. M
EAS‘[E,RN CONDORS and R

yaf'!nq



stock footage of destruction from TIDAL
WAVE, these subterrar.2an creatures are
attempting to conquer Hong Kong. Their
base is within a cave that has an outside
entrance decorated with spectacular din-

loge. There's a sequence in INFRAMAN
where he grows giant and stomps on 2
spider monster who {is squashed and
spurts out green blood! No firey explos-
ionl
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For what it is, INFRAMAN 1s a veny
good movie, It has a fast-paced plot,
psychadelick FX, and even an early appea-
rance by the Bruce Lee immitator called
Bruce Le, but at the time he was known
only as Huang Kin Lung. He's given a few
chances to fight in INFRAMAN. | must say,
ft's funny to see him fighting monsters
while wearing 3 silver space costume,
rather than fighting more Japanese and
wearing kung fu uniforms. Li Hsfu Hsien

plays the heroic Raymar (Inframan). Li
Hsiu Hsien was a hero 1n another Shaw SF

movie called GOLIATHON (a variation on
King Kong) and did kung fu in THE SAVAGE
FIVE along with Lin Wen-weil, who is al-
so in INFRAMAN. One of Li Hsiu Hsien's
more recent appearances was in 1887's
THE CRIMINAL HUNTER, amodern acttion
film starcing Eric Tsang. The villainous
She Demon is played by Lei Dana, a beauty
who also appeared in IMAGE OF BRUCE LEE.
Since this paragraph seems to be mainly
involving toward discussing martial arts,
that's what I'll write "about next. [nfra-
man's fighting technique s a combination
of moves from both Chinese kung fu mov-
ies and those of Japanese superhero prog-
rams. In this way, Inframan achieves
a unique fighting style all his own. The
duels are nifty, even Hiroshi (Sharivan)
Watari was impressed when | showed him
my videotape of the film.

The story of this psychadelick advent-
ure deals with prehistoric mutants from
underground. They're an outlandish ass-
ortment of cyborgs and monsters, lead by
Princess Dragon Mom. With the help of

« 0Saur skeletons. But Professor Chang at

| goddamn post office will send it back ta its placs

satellite station has turned the soldier

Raymar into a red superhero called Infra-
man. The film depicts various confronta-
fons between the good guys and bad guys,

FOR " SALE

Animation cells, and other anime goocs

from TV shows like: YGTOMS, DUNBINE,

PHOENIY 2770, L-GAIN, MACROSS, HCK-
UTO NO KEN, and many more. For pricss

and more info write to Barrie Evans, 426
Kentucky Ave., Berkeley, CA,

Please send SASE Y702

5 the once righteous TuMing gets turned
nto a villain, the monser Nemisis tries
o blow up the satellite station with a
omb, and the final situation: Professor
hang has a daughter whom the villains
apture. Inframan and the other soldiers
ald Dragon Mom's island base, rescue the
aughter and destroy the base and its

uppet-like inhabitants. T
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So it's like | get this cartified package in the
mail, and like it really anncys me because | like

7 0.C. #10, THE PERIOD FIL!
|SSUE!

recieve a notice so goddamn late that if i don't go
and get it right away, it will be too late and lhe

of origin. Andwhat o bad time this certifiad pack-

e | +
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costume shop and in the middle of a hectic Hallow-
gen rush, 30 | had littie or no time o myseif. 50
| force myself to get this mysterious package (thers
was no indication on the nolice as to where this B8
thing came from) by waking up way too eariy, and |
drive.all the way out to Fremont during the hectic
8am commute. Thinking this certified package to
be bad news; like some tax agency claiming | owe
them money, | go into the post office guite nervous.
Fortunately, it turned out to be irom some guy
called 5. C. Dacey who is producing HIGH CALIBRE,
an American action-adventure. Considering my ne-
gative reaction to other American adventures,
normally my expectation of this $10 million-plus
budget film would be quite low. However, Hong
Kong martisl arts star Samo Hung is directing HIGH
CALIBRE, so it can't be all bad. | love many of the
Chinese movies he directed, so his American direc-
torial debut intrigues me, and | look forward to
HIGH CALIBRE's debut. The main actress is Sybil
Danning, best known for her work in exploitation |
flicks like CHAINED HEAT, REFORM SCHOOL GIRLS,
and JUNGLE WARRIORS. She plays the heroin, and
her villainous foe is played by Joyce Godenzi. She
is a half Chinese, half Australign actress who is
former Miss Hong Kong. Chinese films to her cred-
it include GHOST SNATCHERS (see ORIENTAL |
CINEMA *8 for details), HUANTED ISLAND, and
EASTERN CONDORS. O

There is no Editorial Part
Two this time, because
| lost it somewhere!
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