


EDITORIAL

Hslf-damn-gpit-ahitl Has it reslly
heen 16 yeers of OC? That's 18 yasrs
oo much! Continuing it any turther
wolld meke es much sense es |arking
oft 1o wornen’s protassionel Tannis.
Walcome to what is possibly OC’s final
Issus. Although sech issus wernsd of
its potential darnise, it’s now rnore hkely
than evar. OC#14, the bast (ssus aver
{the way OC wishes 10 be remnembsred)
reached lig pask; it wes es far es | could
go. [ spent e fortune 1o complets it, My
asking price per issue was Not enough
to bresk even. OC#14 hurt my finsncist
siwation seriously, end this was betors |
movad out on My own. | now have bills
frent, car peymeants, doctor billea dua to s
stunt-relaeted injury in My eciton videos)
10 pay, end can’t possibly continue
publishing OC ali by my lcnesoms. |
could eeasily fizzle it out 10 being yet
enother nawsletter or measly rag, but
that would ba 100 enticlimactic and not
worth tha etfore.

| had hoped by now that | could pass
the torch on 10 sOMa youngar, Newer
fans, and thet their Asien llimzines
would fiif the vold left by the legecy of
OC. | figured thet once | informed
averyona about all this great stuft
corning out of the Far East, local boys
waould rmake thair own informative,
groundbresking publications, carrying on
the wradition that OC started in the
19708, Sure anough, thare are a1 laast
gix fenzines out there about ortentsl
movies., Howewver, they'ra virtuslly
(danticel in subject matiar. Why all
these endless rahashes of Taul Hark's

and John Woo’'s films?l There’s more 10

Asian fun thaen new films out of HK.
With only & few exceptions,

tha currant plague of fenzines seems
only concaerned with whet is trendy end

over exposed. They heve yel 10 expose =

anything groundbreaking. 'm NOT
stiacking tham or their nobla aftorts, |
raspact what they're irying 1o
accomplish, end regulerly entertainad
and inforrmed by thelr work. But the
fact remains that a ot of thasa dudes
are patheticelly new 10 the scens,
thay're just linding oul aboul ofianial
films, and have a lot to (earn. But the
point is, thair naivanass proves OC s
still nesded, 1o set tha record straight.
{"m not claiming my knowladge or skills
are betier than anyons alse’s, but tha
resulis speak for themealtvas.

The only way | could meintein OC’s
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rnany 1opics and full colot covar would
be with the help of 5 publisher. So siter
alf this time, that’s whar'se happening!
At the time of this writing, deisiis are in
tha ptanning mode, I'm negotiating with
g potentiel publisher, So the hext
volume of OC, it there is one, will be
gomawnat diffarant. So far, | don’t like
all of the publishar's decisions, but it's
either do & few compromises, of mMake
no OC at afl. | think & “slightly afiered”
OC ig batter then no OC. h's 100 esrly
10 go into spaciiics et this point, but
most of you, my preferred readers, will
ba kept informed. 1)l be e new

axperiance for ma, but It's ebsolutsly the
only way to continue ©C, since | lack the
money, 1ime, enargy, will, concern, and
resourcas which mads previous OCs (the
‘Golden Yeers’; OCs #3-14) so great. A
publishar will teke the burden oft my
beck, and insure & new beginning for OC.

»

You’'ll notice that this is & vary
hephezerd, clumnsy looking OC. Tha
chenges in format are a result of my
moving out, No longer heving easy
accase 10 my family’s Mackintosh
compuier. So me end my girtiriend are
struggling Hke hell, 1o get her |1BM 1o
coma out with pagas which look
somawhat similier 1o thet of the Mac’s
Pegernaker. But Wordperfact, which
should be called Wordimpertect, just
isn’t the same. You’ll notice thet this
Issua conteins saveral fonis, 1ype styles,
printed on e veriety of printars; whetever
wes aveileble 81 the fime. While some
articies laok feirly elean, others look ke
whet would happan i you ovar ats,
drunk & ton of lexstives snd did hundreds
of jumping jecks in the nudse. Other
articles end columns will no doubt appesr
unledgibla. Sorry, but this issue wes as
frustreting 1o make as it will be 1o reed|



eing & transitionary (ssua o
ewkward. Looks 1o me like & sterving,
sultering, dying enimel, in serious need
of a marcy killing.

Yes, |'va got & grudge ageinst the
invesion of rrendy movies out of Hong
Kong. |like the films themsaives, but
not when some professional, profiiable
American magezines steal Idess ot info
from e ‘little guy’ like OC, without o
much es & credit or * thenk you.” OC hes
bacome raference meterial for 8 bunch of
corporale magazines who ragurgiieie my
nonprofit words into packeged press
material. lt’s emszing how meany readers
1ell me, “"Don’t end OCl Criantal Hims
are 8o big now, with all thesa HK Fifm
Fesilvalis at arthouses, independant
ihesires end colleges.” To ma, 1he
so-cslled ‘chic underground’ is aimost es
trandy and monotonous &s tha
mainsireem. |‘va saap 100 Many glossy,
pratentious magezinas and/or nawspapar
erticles on John Wool Where were these
posars whan John Woo & othar HK
big-shots reelly needed the publicity?!
Quite frenkly, over retad genres annoy
me, especially if i1t means endiesa
raviaws of Jackia Chan OR ONCE UPON
A TIME IN CHINA. I'll anly watch thase
films on video or in & Chinatown theater,
not in some homo theater full of
pratantious trendias and hypocrites.

So | turn my back on HK’s new hits,
choosing the encient originelor, Bruce

| Lee, 88 thig issua’s main topicl | bagen

working on this ‘Les Issue’ long betora
the completion of DRAGON: THE BRUCE

LEE STORY, and whila Brendon Lae wes
glive end well, completing RAPID FIRE.
His death, and the mejof success of
DRAGON had put Lea’s name (n the
spotlight 20 years alter Bruce Laa died.
Neither occurrance (DRAGON or
Brandon’s demise) wes enticipatad whan
| bagen work on the Lee issue. Sothis
Issua may look trandy; hed | known all
this Lea-hype wes going 1o heppen, I'd
probably have mede ihis 8 ‘ninje issue’
instead (oh well, mayba next timal}. It
disgusis ma 1o go into 8 magsazine shop
and see Bruce Lee (or Jeson Scotl Lee a8
Bruce)} on aill these covers of lamea martial
arie monay-zines, exploltars ara again
meking a buck off tha poor guyl I'd like
to see mora covers with Sonny Chiba,
Jimmy Weng Yu, Tl Lung, Semuel Hui, or
other action stere. | don’t go for over
axposura on eny ona individual, there’s
100 much neglaciad 18lent out thera. So
than you ask, why did [ put Bruce Lea on
this issue’s cover, not 1o mantion making
It @ ‘mainty Bruca Laa issua’?l Wall, |
wanted o write ebout |esser-known Les
productions, like hig TV eppesarances in
the 18808, end hia meny imitators. Wa
gll know about Bruca Les, but | figura i’
about time wa remambar tha living
rributes to him: Bruce Li, Bruce Le,
Dregon Lee and the others. So 10 an
axtent, this ‘Lea lssua’ agein focusas on
more obacure stuff, not endiess reviews
of ENTER THE DRAGON.

Spesking of obscure, QC#16
continues i1e coverage ot suparheroas,
Jepenesa sci-1) classics, Fllipino odditlas,

and, tor the first time sinca my review of
YONGARY MONSTER FROM THE DEEP
in OC#8, a look &t Koraen filmslll This
is rny favorite gaction in this issue, since
faw of you have aver sean the UREME
filme or enything out of Koree.

Thenks 1o ell of you who ordered my
amateur film, AGE OF DEMONS, photos

ol which are scattarad all ovar thess

| cpening peges. As for those of you who
didn’t buy it, fuck off end dia. Wara i1
not for those who purchesed my video,
this issue would have coma out much
leter. While I’'m on the topic of ACD, I'd
llke 1o comment on its mixed raviews.
After all, tha movia was costly and a
bitch 1o meka. Sure, it"s no budget, but
thet doesn’t meka i1 & piace of caks 10
producal One of the better reviews wes
in en issue of MARTIAL ARTS MDVIES
ASSOCIATES, but aven thay stated "no
metter how bed tha jokes ere,” which
confused me. Soils jokes ere bed?
Thean why, at my screaning, wee
avaryona busting up at tha meny gegs?
BACKYARD CINEMA seemed Impressed
by our tights and stunts (thess guys
have nevar seen & protassionsl action
filme from HK, | guess), but thay 100
compleined sbout the humor, saying ii’'s
on ihe high school laval. If thay reslly
think so, I’'m curious 1o see what thay
consider genuinsly rmature humot. Oh
wall, tha raviaws continue 1o come in,
some good, soma bad. [t’s inspirational,
hopeiully 11l leern from my *misiskes’
the next time | produce an ection video.

Later, Damon Foster

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:
Allen Westby, Angust
| Ragone, Susan Richic,
Butch Portillo, Barrie
+. Bvans, Marvin Quon, Alun
%ﬁ Fairburn, Amasia TV, and,
above everyone clse, a big
thanks to Robert Mallory.
Robert has been a major
help at both this issue and
OC#14, the amount of
material on Sonny Chiba
(OC#14) and Lee imitators
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(this issue) that he
painstakingly dug up is
invalnable. Robert Mallory
i8 a major assct, a kind &
giving person and all
around cool dude! Don't
let anyone tell you other-
wise! Also, a big thanks to
Damon Foster for giving
you all such a wonderful
time, and a big thanks to
his parents for having him,

(©) coprriHt cripITS
Bruce Lee & Jackie
Chan copyright: Golden
Harvest, ZIPANG, Geod-
zilla, Hedorah & EDD NO
GEKITO copyright: Tohe,

POWER RANGERS copy-
right: Seban Entertain-
ment, ZYURANGERS,
ABARENBO SHOGUN &
KAMEN RIDER ZETO
copyright: Toei, AGE OF
DEMONS copyright:
Dameon Foster, STAR
WOLF & ULTRAMAN
POWERED copyright:
Tsuburaya Co., SAIYUKI
copyrights NTV. All
remaining photos are the
copyrights of their
respective companies.
OC assumes no rights over
the characters & films
depicted herein, OC is
strictly @ nenprefit
magazine of eritical

review.
-

NOW AVAILABLE!!
Damon Foster's latest
dirt cheap video!l!

Com edy, fantasy, deaze, marvial arts,
rci-, puak rock, horror are combined
 form abizarre tale of witch erafe
WARNING: Containy matsrs aad
immarue s subject marrer, 0ot recom-
meaded for the sgermish or uprigh,

CAST: Erc Marsoa, Damon Fomer,
Anthoay Houk, Becea Toven, Joha
Grace; Ruaning time: | br., 15 mia,

PRICE : §15.00 per tape (VHE only),
make cheok payabls to Carmon Foster,
Aleo for eale: HOT DOGS ON THE
RUN (kung tu spoof, VHE) $10.00
0.0. back issues; 1-14 (86.00 sach)
DAMON FOSTER, P.O, BOX 576,
FREMONT, CA B4537-0576

DESK OF CONTEBNTS:

1. Yo, 'dat be ’da cubba’ 'n shit, kno’
whahm' saying, homeboy? So justchill, or
ah’s gon 'disyou.

2. Bditorial
4. Me telling you this.

5. BRUCE LEE, STILL DEAD AFTER
ALL THESE YEARS

6. CHOP SOCKEY REPORT [BEACH QF
THE WAR CODS, KARADO THE HK
CAT, ANGBL TOWN, DRAGON FIST,
BLOODY FISTS, GOLDEN SWALLOW,
THE NEW ONBARMED SWORDSMAN)

10, CHINESE CHILLERS [MR.
VAMPIRE 1592, GHOST BALLROOM,
GHOST NURSING, VAMPIRE SETTLE ON
POLICE CAMP, GHOSTLY VIXEN]

12. BRANDON’S BRAND OF ACTION

| [Brandon Lee's films)

1S. SWORD & TAOISM [The Monkey
King’s faniesies)

16. THE BARLY FILMS OF THE LATB

| LBB [old Bruce Lee swff]

22. FILIPINO PILMS [MAD DR. OR
BLOQCD ISLAND, BIC DOLL HOUSB,
DARNA, CROCODILE JONES-SON OF
INDIANA DUNDEB, Bnglish version of
BIOKIDS]

AGE OF DEMONS

28. MODERN HEROES OF H.K. [Anthony
Houk interview, FIGHTING PIST, ROYAL
TRAMP, HAPPY DIN-DON, FRACTURED
FOLLIBS, SAVIOR OF THB 80UL,
PBOPLE’S HERO, FULL CONTACT,
MAGIC ATHEMYST, OPERATION
CONDOR, and more John Woo arsp)

36. KAIZO NINGEN UPDATE
[Superherces from Japan, like SILVER
KAMEN, ABARENBO SHOGUN,
THUNDERMASK, & BDO NO GEKITO.
Intreducing Korea's UREMB series. ]

45. BRUCE LEB'S CLONES [The movies of
many Eruce Lse wannabies. ]

53. LETTERS

56. TERROR-YAK! [lapanese movies like
ZIPANG, GODZILLA V8. THBE SMOG
MONSTER, end English adeptations of STAR
WOLF.)

57. BEAUTIFRUL BACK COVER [GREEN
HORNBT TV GUIDB cover from 1966, Amy
Yip, KAMEN RIDER ZETQ, BRUCHE
LIANG, ULTRAMAN POWERED, UREMBR
8, Chow Yun Pat, Shangkuan Linfeng, DAl
RANGERS]
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BRUCE LEE, STILL DEAD AFTER
ALL THESE YEARS!!

Ever since I was an immature, hyperactive, spoiled rotten
brat, I've been a big (if not tall) fan of Bruce Lee, Like many
people hig race, he is Chinese. So were his parents, in fact,
and his pops Li Hoi Chen was an entertainer in some sort of
Chinese opera. His opera toured in 1939, so that's when he
went to San Fransissy, where he and his wife gave birth to
a son on Nov. 27, 1940, The child was named Li Jun Fan, I
think, and other Chinese dialects ﬂ;onounmd it Li Shao Lung,
Li xiaolung, possibly Lee's Sure Long, and many more names
I won't include because some technogeek or obsessed Lee fan

might write to me, correcting me on how [ spelled something

wrong, as though 1 give a damn. Thats why we dumb
yankees call him by his English name, Bruce Lee, given to
him by some nurse at the San Francisco hospital where he
was born.  The {amily returned to HK shortly after the birth,
and afler the after birth. By now you've already read (a jillion
times) that Bruce Lee started his career as a child actor in
films like THE ORPHAN. This film was shown locally on a
Chinese TV station about six years ago. I tried to watch it,
but it was as fun as watching paint dry, in slow motion.
Between lame dramas, Lee took kung fu lessons since about
the age of 12, learning how to kick the groin, 500 different
ways. Bruce Lee had become a problem leenager, 50 his
parents decided to send him to America in 1959, where all
teenagers are problem teenapers, Lee's years in America
didn't stop him from wanting to be a movie star, nor did it
stop him from perfecting his already formidable Wing Chung
(a species of kung fu) skills,. Throughout the 1960s, he taught
kung fu to them problem Americans, attended college in
Seattle or some place, and had a few cameos and guest
appearances in American TV shows and movies, like
MARLOWE, something called HERE COME THE BRIDES,

) —

IRONSIDE, LONGSTREET, and of
course, THE GREEN
HORNET. Still
remembered as a decent
actor in HK, and because
of GREEN HORNET's |
success in the Far East,
Chinese movie conr
panies were eager to kiss
his ass. America's
GREEN HORNET series§
was produced shortly !
before HK crews created
ONEARMED
SWORDSMAN, marking the roots c:f the
martiul arts movie genre. So after all these bit
parts on American TV, Bruce Lee returned to
HK at the beginning of a major martial arts
boom. Golden Harvest had recently been
formed, John Woo was learning under sword-
hero mogule Chang Cheh, and young HK stars
like Jackie Chan, Samo Hung, Angela Mao, &
Samuel Hui were also getting their big breaks.
While over in Japan, Sunny Chiba's students
were hard al work on the series KAMEN
RIDER! It was also al this exciting period,
roughly, that David Carradine starred in the
American production KUNG FU. Needless to
say, the early 70s were THE age of martial arts
adventures! It was at this thrilling period that
Bruce's HK thrillers (produced by Golden
Harvest) THE BIG BOSS, FIST OF FURY, and
RETURN OF THE DRAGON came into
existence. Their amazing international
success, caused by Lee's unigue charisma and
unbeatable fighting, lead to ENTER THE
DRAGON, America's first and best kung fu
movie. ENTER made Bruce the most super of
superstars. Al this point, Lee supposedly got
egotistical, and big headed. Bigheaded, in
more ways than one, since he died ut'swutlin,g
of the brain (cerebral edemna). What a pity that
this common disorder killed him shortly before
ENTER's release! Irony can be pretty ironic
sometimes. But you can't keep a good man
down! Lee's disapointing death wasn't about to
stop him from continuing to appear in numerous movies, like
1979's GAME OF DEATH. Not only does this exploitive
stinker show a ghot of Lee in his coffin during his funeral, but
older, unused fights he'd filmed before ENTER. Anyway,
Bruce Lee is long gone, B6'd, six-feet under, he's late, gone to
that great dojo in the sky. We'll never forget him though, his
legend lives on. Sure, I joke about him & everything else in
the world, but this does not change the fact that Lee is one of
my alltime idols, possibly the greatest epileptic action star
who ever lived.

1 first became a Lee fan when [ was an impressionable two-
i)_'leur -old in 1966, watching Lee as Kato in GREEN

ORNET and BATMAN. Years later, my great admiration
for the guy increased considerably when his HK movies
thrilled the hell out of me. I've been a Lee freak for most of
my life (except for my first two years, when I hadn't seen his
work yet), and will most likely be a Lee freak for the rest of
my life (which may be a mere two more years, if my wriling
style gets me in any more trouble).

Before Lee grabbed the HK film industry by the lichi nuts,

kung fu films were overly dramatic imrmitations of stageplays,

featuring actors who's skill at
kung fu is comparable to a
‘ common aardvark's skill at
reciting quotes from Franz
Kaflka’s THE METAM-
ORPHOSIS. Sure, 1960z
Idtimers like Jimmy Wang
- Yu and Yueh Hwa were
:efficient al 'grappling hands'
techniques (a complex form of
attycake), and basic
lay (and I do mean
{ 'play’), and their films are fun
(except when everyone
¢ starts singing), but it was
Bruce who popularized
fl violent, basic, no bullshit
icks and punches;

featuring power and form
that you could never do, you
wuss! Bruce gave the
Hong Kongese kung fu filin
scene a much needed
! facelift, tramsforming the
eriod operas into chop
sockey thrillers which take no
prisoners. Bruce's influence:
on the Far East is comparable
to his influence on Western
audiences as well. Before
1966, can you think of an
American or Eurppean
which featured any rr::ll
martial arts? "Karate
seemed to be merely a way to
break boards with your hand
while yelling a popular Anier-
ican greeting, Before Bruce
Lee, most Americans knew
very little about the truth
behind martial arts. The best
example of pre-Lee, bad
martial arls on film was
n the Mexican wrestling
i tliriller, SANTO VS. TIHE
VAMPIRE WOMEN (1960).
8 Ina scene where e

er battles a werewoll in the ring,
the beast shnwtrs Santo (‘Samson,'in English) with
supposed karate chops. Karale is presented as a lethal
form of hand chopping, the werewoll does no karate kicks
or stances. Foitunately, once Lee exploded on the scene in
1966, non Asian audiences finally got a taste of real martial
arts,

film

OC has covered all five of Lee's kung fu movies, but
rarely have I had an opportunity to view his earlier, lesser
known, lesser fun cameos. Not until this issue, that is. For
an opinionated (supposedly)
look at Bruce
Lee's films &
TV shows of the 196Us
tun to pageld.
For my reviews of
Bruce's more
wellknown kung
fu movies, see
back issues of OC.
Fur boring
retreads of Lee's
art & history,
check out all them
lame martial arts
nupazines at the
magazine racks of
your local liquor
store.




wesk (axcapt for Priday, whan
I'm so drunk I can't remambsr
all ths words to thsa old 1966
BATMAN thama song).

WAREGEODS,

Produced from 1970 to 1973,

Frassnted by Raymond Chow, a

Goldan Harvest Production,
lay & Directed by

Jimwy Wang Tu, Starring:

you Jap ba

ards! Listen, you killed my teachar| My par | ‘;::"!m ::;' u;::o';;i.:“h

And my dog! But still, you'rs no match for my o ./

snake techniquel Right, let's fight, straight

awayi® Aash yes, traditional words of dialogue, thlt :.:“:l;“":.::“:ﬁllnz'

now considersd classie by fans of wi kung back to his 1960s phasa.

fu movies! Forget *"Play it again Sam,* *They're For thoss of you morons who

"Hold itl| Damn you, all

coming to get you, Barbara,® or "Your know

stupid mindas; ltupl:!, lth,p].d: stupldi® Gat ussd 2::.;‘ h.h":::d';:::?.:h:.
ts "But still,* "Hsld it," *Right than, " and g Eha ahew Beods | Tk the
*Listen then, you bastard,® as the new olassio early 1970s, his brief kung

linas of clnama grea I'va baan a lover of

kung fu moviss almost sincs I was an infertil egg, r:::::"h:::.;:";: :::.t:.
and yet even now, when I'm so old that when I +toock EX audiences by storm.So
burp, dust comes out, I mtill find and hsar of while Angsla Mao worked with
rare kung fu gems I've somshow missed out oml! Py . on HAPKIDO, and as
One such example is Lo Lieh's 1973 comic caper d i~
SUPERNEN AGAINST THE ORIENT! I'va never sean

Bruce Les Disapointing, yes, but not downright bad.
craataed Wang Yu's swordsmanship has always been fun to
RETURN OF watch, so I can almost recommend the £ilm on that
THE DRAGON, alons. The problem ils that for every fight, you
Wang Yu gotta' tolerate lots of dlalogue and uncompelling
dredged up drama. Thank Damon- srr, uh, thank God I saw this
the past; ons dubbsd in English.

stuck in Wa all know how the Japanese (*Jap bastards®
this dull in this fllm) ravaged & oppressed China in the
peried early 20th century (but then, who didN'T?71). This
drama. Hls movie tells us simllar confllcts arose way back In
CArsar Was 1556, whan Japansess ships routlnely attacked the

fading and Chinsss coastlina. Wang Yu plays Halas Feng, a
bacoming as wandering drifter who arrives tc sas Japanssos
obacletes as cruslty at a Chiness fishing villa
pork at an Town. Hslao Peng is like a Clint Bastwood/spag-

Islamic hetl westsrn typs, but with a sword, Chinasas
party, and uniform & nationality. To avenge the death of hias
ic's uncles (killed by the 'Jap bastards'), ha rounds up
apparsnt in a group of Chinese swordsmen, sc they can beat the
this gener- H-E-double hockeysticks cut of the approaching
ally samural. The Jap bastards have already wiped out
disapointing or conquersd other Chinesa villages. And so tha
film. In insvitable battle occurs betwsen the Chinese and
the 19708, the J. bastards. Many bastards are killed by
the only traps in the sand, and many get ocut up by
cnes making our herolc Chine swordsmen. Even so, Halao
decasnt P himsslf cacks in a duel with the leader of the
costuma bastards. The battle seema to continue nftewntdn,
dramas wers _Lut we nsver see it; the flick end

them Shaw

dudes (which

Wang Yu had

bailed out

from); filme

featuring

more limbs

flying around

than in a

lepper disco. §

.1973'S  SUPERMEN AGAINST THE ORIENT:[g
_Sal Borgese, Cantafora, Shih 8Szu, Log
Lieh, and Robert Ross

this tals of supsrherces resculng a pair of Hong
Kong narcotics agents! This wunigus movie is
rarer than a ocondom at an all-dyke orxgy. so
lat mas know if any of you get this 1llusive
fantasy on teps! Other ultra-rars sxamples of
early kung fu on film include 13608 secret agent
filme like OFERATION MACAC (1966), JANES BOND
CEINESE STYLE (1367), and of courss, THE BRAIN
STEALERS, a 19608 "Our Man Flint*" =type film
featuring a femal ecret agent and costarring
Betty Ting Pel (ma years befors the Bruce Lee
controversy) . He 88 to say, there are still
many 'final frontlers' to ba sxplored, I doubt
we'll ever unravel the many mysteries of the
Chiness martial arts movie genrs. PFortunatsly,
while thers are numerous lost, forgotten films,
there are just as many commonly seen films;
enabling this exploratory column to exist. E
Ironically, the cldfashioned kung fu films of
yesterdecade seem to be experiencing a slight
revival. Peried films like DRAGON INN, the
Chinese Ghost Story trilogy, and of courss, the
over rated ONCE UPON A CHINA films indicate that §
movie dude Tsul Hark is bringing back the old-styl
film, after endless crime dramas of the 1980s,
involving eithar gangaters, cops or mobsters.
But the 'new age' of Tsul Hark-influenced
pericd fllms lacke the inncocence, simple nature,
heart and fun of the clder clasaica, replacing
them with big budgets, highly formulized plots and
humor which rarely arises higher than the
Huckleberry Hound level. FPersonally, I'll take the
works of master Iinflovator Chang Cheh over
master ragurgitator Teul Hark any day of ths




possible to forgive the film. That's the faot
Oosan Shorss changed the titls). He that I enjoyed it, and you all love me so muchl
strives for truth, Justice ]md the Socially and psychologically, ANGEL TONN offers
Chinese way as he gets mad at his Dothing not found your typidal 19708 chop sockey

farca. The plot is basic; based on one
vendetta after another, the villains are relant-
lessly evil, the hero is rightsous and kind-
hearted , but easily provoked to slaughter, and
the whole film is violent, brutal, counterproduc-
tive and all that othar fun stuff. The satting, of
course, is different from thoss in HEE filme;
instead of some Chinesa villagse, it's set in gang

older brothar's involvement in s cor-
rupt mob (backed by an squally eorrupt
government. ‘'Corrupt Government?' Now
there's a redundent phrase). The
brother is Man HEo, who doesn't finally
rebel from Tiger's (Ysung 81) gang until °
naar the end, when he finds out the
henchmsen killed his mommis. During

ths battls, Man Ho is killsd along with
a few rightsous revoluticnaries, sc Lung
(Karado?!) wipss out all tha baddies in
& long dusl slimaxing on a filshing boat.
..

[A.K.A. *SUPER KUNG FU KID, " relsassd by Ocean
Shores Video in 1986] Starring: Chung Lick, &
o - ke Aol B T e S, 4 bt et Rl et
*Don't pretend, let's fight|®, says one ol:h-:lur’ of !hoto':'rl]lhyl John Le Blana, Starzing:
£llnte acters bafors one of the many battles. 0livier Gruner, Theresa Saldana, Frank Aragon, Tony:

That line says it all; this is an action packed, Yalenting. [Betak
' Ewong

cheap sockeyer from the sarly 1370s. There's a houg
fight about every five minutes, and most of the RREFELAE a:t:-‘l':i-: h;‘:;: “;:,:.':: a‘rﬂ‘m
fights last more than five minutes. Chung Lick e st Lix::-p i :un ol b
licks Yeung Si (AKA Yang Sze) and other willains e ho:"'.' Stunidi e . T “m‘:h m&ﬂtulﬂnlu'
with impressive skill & talent (both words mean 24 ¥ . iy

$0210 either. But ANGEL TONN is ones of those

basically the same thing, though spelled differ- rarest of things, an American fu thriller

Prasanted by Imperial Entertainment & Sunil R.

sntly) - which doean't make me want to jump intoc a barrel eof
The “g““ g ;::“:‘}Y c‘:’:"‘ Vg ’;“‘ the  otten maggots rather than watch it|  ANGEL TOMN, ABOVE: OPERATION MACAOQ (1966),
:“"""“d‘“l“’ numt % gljln;; o "ﬂ‘:.“ unlike RAPID FIRE or any USA film which even see previous page.

manticns *ninjas®, actually

2:-:.:;:;::.“1“|t 1;{' :.nt infested East LA, with low riders (latino gangs)

i largely due to the vallant replacing Japanese as the unbslievably bad wil-

! effort of lead hero Olivier lains. ANGEL TONMN is falrly fun, but 1I

| Gruner, some French dude who Was hoping for cultural diversity, like more real
has at least twioe the talent info on real gangs, besides endless dialogue

& charisma of Belgian belch like, "I'm gonna' fuck you up, vatol* For example,

Claude Van Dumb. Gruner has there ars a couple shots involving some black
ericus kicking abllity, withgangs who apparently have a rivalry with the

the type of skill usually gangs of illegal immigrants from Mexlco, but

only sesn in EX flicks. His thers's no major conflict, comparison or soclal

acting seems decent, but commentary/ in the film. It's just a fsature

his sccent 1 s a handicap. length sxcuss to show cholos (and very stupld cnes

He's bean in at least cne at that) attacking Grunsr every five mlmutes. L]

ly predictabls

ABOVE: 1967’s JAMES BOND, CHINESE STYLE e
ANGEL TOWMN is as far from
is revengs, a bedrocm sceams, a casinc scens, and
realistic as Alabama is from
the acting & dubbing 1.:'- mece stupid tham (o 04 Crualism. The flick is
Sverage! Thare are 0o “lmt still's, o *right's, far-fetched, onesided,
which schocked tha hell out of me, but they say stersotyping, unbalievable,
;::-; damn* about elght tises, so that made it sispleminded, and possibly
5 144 1 te hi icn. oh
Shung Lick plays & zightecus d0-gooder Who yell, that's their problen.
doas good, called Meln Lung and Ah Lung (despits pegpite these flaws, there's one
the title, there's oo "Karado®, maybe that's why thing BhaE - makds e




f"‘ Starring: Mac Tin, Wong Do, So Chan Ping, Lung
l' DRAGON FIST offers more fun thanMR. CANTON & Ewan Yea, Man Ewong Long, Ewong Ming, Tong Lik
Redai- LADY ROSE, ISLAND ON FIRE and TWIN DRAGONS Fans of them old Shaw fantasies should get
combined, although I must admit te having low kick cut of this comparatively cheap (-ish) vari-
expectations at the fllm's beginning. It started ation. Call it a period film, costume drama or
out quite typically and predictably with its share sword flick and you'll get a fael for this one;
of *right®s, and ®but astill"s. Aside from the y'know whah' ahm sayin'? This actlonpacked ad-
obligatory ‘you killed my teacher' routins, ths wventurs is nisthar good nor bad; it's an average
baginning again makes uss of that honor & pride bit, kung fu historical from the late 1%70s, or maybe
whan = fighter destroys & takes a riwval tha sarly 1980a at tha latest. I sat through it
school's sign. But it quickly takes a turn for the late night on Xung Fu Theatrs, dubbed in Eng-
|offbeat, in a confusing story, but with more fights 1lish. This was the result of a brlaf casa of
'than backed-up tollets in & Maxican bus atlon. insomnia, bacauss I kept worryingabout ths turkey
;Chan, Jamas Tisn & othars demcnstrate ample skills baster I'd borrowed from the neighbors; realizing
' martial arts, ba it fists or staffs and pointed their housshold consisted of 2 dykes and one kid
;sticks. In th film mlons, Jackie Chan shows off {no adult males in their houssholdi). I wonder
;more martial arts than Steven Ssgal will in a hew they conceived that child.
lifetime. Angela Mac's ('Mac Yin' this week) career was
A compleax story of this naturs can't be des- sagging like breasts on a 50-year old stripper
oribed in full detail, unless I become one of those by the time this ons came cut. Her more wellknown
formal technogeseks who writes overly films (ENTER THE DRAGON, HAPKIDO, WHEN TAE KWON DO

hess quick as aCOUGAR! , indepth, never ending, ultza dull plot STRIKES) were all behind her by the time this one

hits like !T|G£R! Since I'VE got a life, let's just say that came ocut. Regardless, she doesn't really lock much
DRAGON FIST starts off average, with Hau Yan older, and stlll showed considerable skills at
(Jackie) planning to avengs the death of San Tai hapkide and swordsmanship- I mean swordswomanshlp,
(his teacher). Master Chung, who starts off as the Wang Tac (Wong To) co-stars as the co-hero. His
wvillain who wasted San Tal, later reforms & rep- carear would aleoc dimsolve cnce these cute lictle
ents, once his wife commits sulcide (upset of her chop sockeys becams as obsclsts as a Chriatmas
husband's harsh attack on ths teachsr). Ha aven tras at a Barmitzva.
hacks off his lag to bag forgivensss from Eau Yan It's a falrly typical script featuring rev-

(J. Chan)! But tha plot thickens when a rival kung enge, rivals in a restaurant who toss utensils at
fu clan gets Hau's friend addicted to a drug. sach othar with incred preclislion & catching
Thinking the drug to be madicine, Hau serves ability, a sexual harassment scens, a house of
under them rivals as an assassin, to get more of the traps & gadgets, “Right" is stated at least five
'madicine.' But betwsen the fights of both gangs, times, "But still® is used five as well, althoughI

numerous betrayals occur, until Hau actually left the room once or twice, so I might have miss
fights more villains to zasgus his teacher's a fewthousand. The TV just played on, obliwvlous te
guilt-ridden killer! An abnormal story indeed. my pr or in the rocm. So anyway

s e chu Sau Yen (Angela Mac Ying) locks all over for
chan, a friend of her teachar. 5ha alsc has a
amall status {a jade llon) which all the baddies
flock to like flles to a corpse. Speaking of bad-
dies, the nasty, mystericus Chu Pau lscked up the
vanarabla Lu Chan| So she gets halp from Wang Tao

.F?ITSE\'S {as another mighty swordsdude) and they chop away
at all these different villalns until they rescue
Lu chan. With all these battles, 1t deserves two

B

xcio)

- THEATRE iMPRIN

ABOVE: Des;-:ite this lame-ass movie Froducer: Jimmy L. Pascual, Editing: Cuc Teng atars. But the szcessive characters and nesdless

a X 3 Hong, Fighting Dir.: Yuen Wo Fing, Starring: Chan complexity made my braln huzt, sc I'll subtract
poster, h{ang Yu mnever appe?rs = 8ing, Chan FKuan Tal, Liu Ta {.‘.hnan,rhn:r Yu Young, one star, if only to show you how good I am at
KARADO THE HONG KONG CAT,reviewed Lindy Lim, Yue Mel, BX TVB Star Ho Shaw Suon math., *
on page Sometimes I think that reviewing an unorigin-

o al, typically averages kung fu farce llke this is a

wasts of my unique writing styles. My journallsm
shows mors creativity than this movis, which is
more than similar to Wang Yu's CHINESE BOXER.

It also features = number of familiar faces, has

the same old dubbings as those who alwas say Produced by the Show Bros. in 1968, complated &
*but still,* a brief tralning shot, revengs, a released in 1969, Producsr: Runma Shaw,

w rape scens, avil Japaness, not so-svil Chine ons Scresnplay: Chang Cheh & Tu Yun Chih, Film Edit-
= ing: Chang Hsing, Photography: Pao Hsieh Li,

Dir.: Chang cheh, Starring: Wang Yu, Cheng Pel
[Pel, Lo Lieh, Ng Ma, Ku Feng, Mars
Betwean kung fu movies and socalled classic
panural £ilme, there would appear to be a gap
[bigger than the one betwesn David Letterman's
testh, until you check a 15608 sword film from HE,
the revolutionary links betwesn the two geanres.
iThose zany Shaws borrowed conly a few ideas from
ithe likes of Toshlro Mifune & Aklra Kurosawa, and
from thers, the 'Chinese samural' sagas svolvaed
into kung fu adventures. But you read oOC, Bso
lyou already know thati You alseo know that Jimmy
Mang Yu was a big hit in 196 od
 fknow  thar, 3 :
sincs GOLDEN
ISNALLON is a
15608 actloner,
fkhere are on-
jslaughts as
Mang Yu hacks
faway at dozens
lof swordesmen!
[fou know there
jruat alsc be a §
¥ lot of dialogue, §8
p “some romance,
avil Chiness, and whatever alse kung fu cheapies are bloodshed, and
known for. scenas where
Fortunately for my wallet, known to be emptisr akilled marks-
than the skull of a Seattle grungehead, I dldn't men throw &
have to venture beyond my own bedroom to check this catch darts, -
one out, broadcast late at night on Kung Fu colns , & knives
Theatrs. S0 I checked out BLoopy Frsrs, I with incredible §
maan, what the hall?| Then, less than two months accuracy! You
later, I tune in to the same late night program, know all serts
again hosted by a° martial artist called Tat Ma of stuff! You
Wang, and see thay‘re showing the same movie again, know how to telljs
under the title DEADLY BUDDHIST RAIDERS! You'd when a writer

Pressnted by Lo Wal Motion Picturas, Prod-
ucars: Hsi Li, Martial Arts Choreography:
Jacky chan, Fhotography: Chien TYing I, Art
Dir.: Chao Lu Mang, Zer Hock Lliang, Production
Manager: Li Sien Jang, Dir.1 Lo Wei,

starring: Jacky Chan, Nora Miao, James Tlen
Lin Yin Ju, Kao Chiang,Yen 81 Kuan, Hsiu Hsish

Forget PROJECT A. Forget POLICE

STORY. FPorget all them narrowminded fans of

only post 1580 Jackie Chan films. This mid

19570s actioner 4s trus kung fu, based on
traditional technigques, and parformed in an

artistic manner. Parhaps asome of Jackie
chan's earlier efforts can disapoint, but not
DRAGON FIST! It delivers Any bloody fool
can rent & review a newer Jackle Chan fllm, .
for some trendy sleaEe rag, but it takss a
curlous, cultursd parson to voyage into Chan's
past. - T . - 4

think them idiots at Xung Fool Theatre would can‘t think

screen their films before they buy or broadcast of anything

them| interesting to
chen Sing plays a former criminal trylng to go writel

hetero- uhh, I mean, to go straight. But he finds It took me

out that a Chinssa traitor who got sxiled to Japan, 25 years to
is back. The villain now knows Japanase karate, £inally watch
and so doss the Japanese sensel, played by Chen GOLDEN SWALLON;
Kuan Tal, in a rare, villainous role (but some guy from ita title,
in a mask dcubles for him in many scenes, perhaps he I thought it
was too unreliable to show up to the fllm's must be soms
set) . But he and his samurais faill to obtaln a perverted, un-
village's 'Dragen Herb,' bacause it's needed to cure beliavably kink
Chinese villagers of scms plaguss. Chan Sing and porn fllm. It's
chan Kuan Tal battla to the death, both of thairs. a sequel to Kin
L Hu's COME
DRINK WITH ME #
(1965), reviewad.

; =77 I in o0.c.#10,
= : - o = e GOLDEN SWALLOW
is actually
LI‘*@N based on some
nted by Pac Yung, Produced by Cheung Kac Yam & old legend,
New Shul Kam, Executive Producer: Joe Hang, ATt el e Ksam

Directors: Chow Chi Leung, Chu Yai




there have been other movies based on her.

other than historical background, it's not
much different than other Shaw costume dramas.
The subitiles are an sys strain, the characters
all toss & catch darts & knives with unbellevable
accuracy & precision. Interesting to note an
early appearanca by that wisrd actor called
‘Mars' (anybody know his real name?). BHe makes
camec in this movie, when he was a little kid, at
about 12 years cld! He'd later get kicked into a
pond in GAME OF DEATE, play ‘Cowboy’' in DRAGON
LORD and wear a ninja hood in NY LUCKY STARS.
Addirional familiar £ s appear through out
GOLDEN SNALLOW.

1f GCOLDEN SWALLON weran't ovarly talky, I
could give it & mors intricats synopsis. But
them subtltles hurt!l AS DaAr I can figure
out, Z2ilver Roc (Wang Yu), Oolden Swallow (Cheng
Pal Pel) and Han Tao (Lo Lieh) are fencing
classmates ssparatsd when they ware kiddies.
Tha willalnous Golden Dragon gang probably killed
thalr family membars; you know how them wvillains
are. Ymars later, they've all grown up and
aventually manage te re-locate each other.
silver Roc is quite a swordsman, and a merciless,
angry one. Thare are scenes of that little Wang
through out, of him chopping up all comers. The
most memorable scene has him wipe out an army
and set fire to thelr base. Ircnically, Lo
Lish's [BEan Tao) character comea off as more
rightecus (for once) than Silver Roc, and it's
their difference that leads to the climactic
duel. Wang Yu dies, Lo Lieh feels guilty about
it. oOcps, while I was writing this, an army of
soldiers comes in and attacks Wang Yu, who I
thought was dying! Doesn't this story ever end?
I have to go to the bathroom! Next time, I'll be
pure to watch the whole#tape bafora I start
writing, trylng te finish my article before the
movie ands. Anyway, I assume this gang of

Dragon gang,

with Lo Lish,

- w

Produced by Run Run Shaw in 1372,
Fuang, Film Editing:
ography: Kung Mu Tu,
Xua, Art Dlr.: Johnsen Tsao,
Lighting: Kuan Ying Chuan, Dir.:
Starring: David Chiang, Ti Lung,
Haing, Wang Chung (not the band),

o e

Fuo Ting Hung,
Sound Recording: Wang Yung
FPrope:

villaine is more vengeful
soldiers from the Golden

who Wang has

fought all through the it.
Regardless, Wang Yu defeats
them all, but becauss of

owles sustained ia his dusl

hs tooc snds

up deader than ths sudisncs
at & Barris Maniloc concart.

Scresnplay: I
Cinamat-

Lyu Ay,
Chang Chsh,

Ku Pang, Chan
and that girl

from FIVE

FINGERS OF DEATH

When the golng
gets tough, thes
tough get going.
So Jimmy Wang Yu
bailed out, no
mors Shaw bros.

bullshit for him!
So them Shaw guys

needed ancther
onsarmed
swordsman to
remake the lit-
tle Wang'se film
mseries. So
David chiang
was cast in thias
semi-halfway
partial remake,
and T1 Lung got
to play the co-
hero.
dubbed in Eng-
1ish,
boring moments,
it doesn't live

But evan

it has ite

adequate, decent movie, with
its share of awordplay, honor
‘s pride, beautifully lavish
ats, and has more limbs fly-
ng around than in a lepper
di-a.nl The flick was espescially
‘well recaived in 1973, when

it broke all box office records
in Socuth America. Ironically,
somatims after this film,

David Chiang alsoc laft the
Shaws, and teamed up with

Mang Yu, tha original Onsarmad
Swordsman! They made THE
\ONEARMED SWORDSIEN, the

movis brought both haross

(David chiang) hacked
. off his own arm as part of a
“bet; the loser in his duel with
Wr. Lung (Ku FPeng). Ironlcally,
Xu Feng's villainous character
isn't entirely villainous at
Eiret; he comes off as honor-
able & righteous, until we
learn he's pfﬂ,lint_ad with a bandit clan at Tiger
Port! Enter traveling hero Ti lung, who plans to
wipe out Fu Feng (as Mr. Lung), henchman chen Hsing
and others. As for David chiang's Lel Li character,
he's got only one arm, but he eventually recovers

and bafriends Ti Lung. Then Ti Lung gets killed by
So David chiang, des-
and

Ku Feng and hls followers.
pite only one arm, wipes nut Ku Feng
bad guys on a bridge. -

other

PHOTOS, THESE TWO PAGES:

Wang Yu, as he
doesn't appear in
THE H.K. CAT (far left cor-

ner of page 8), Jackie in
DRAGON FIST, Chen Sing in
BLOODY FISTS, and Cheng
Pel Pei in COME DRINK WITH
ME. On page 19 (this one),
. Ti Lung (upper left corner)
‘in NEW ONEARMED SWORDS-

MAN, Wang Yu (with a knife
in his mouth above, and fly-
ing to the left } in GOLDEN
SWALLOW, and David Chiang
(directly above) in NEW ONE-
ARMED SWORDSMAN. 2
I almost forgot: Above, rt.
corner; David Chiang's stunt

NEW ONEARMED SWORDS-

in
MAN.

double flips away from Ku Feng



CHINESE CHILLERS :

[Hong Kong horrors reviewed this issue:
& GHOSTLY VIXEN.

PIRE SETTLE ON POLICE CAMP,

Here it be! The return of
umn Iexcludadﬁ faet

i
8

d:} eads abo FX and gore.
I've loved Chinese terrora ainca I fivet
discov SEVEN BROTHERS MEET DRACULA

in the 1970s, and

® e o T
S AT n@h
t I
venedurg“i as a little
S50 is an
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Chinese
its incred:l.b cbildish
lavel, and o ccursa

N e
frcn?gl ngd.'lt

?ﬁm thin nothin gf .t
showin aEEg
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scene is blacked cut on
the film! Of course,

10

- San
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ers of some six-year o
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called Tap Tt Viﬂul, g;f tgopm:lntsd by
des}ruct ve zens of the occult,

ggtt es

¢
But
et‘fact., e\.' kick, every acrobat
nonsense and
bullshit. anzingl , our_heroic Taoists
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GHOST BALIL.ROOM
Presente% ; Bttractirm Film Co.,
E in 198 E"tarring u Chia

E‘artunataly, GHDS'.'[' OOH

was worth e
see it, sinoei It orfxaa
toa3forl

B g S e
gge agalmalms't tg.ree tiées as
l:.acli GHOST BALLROOM is

ch
bor %
&z&’g"we“‘fi%t BT e
duller than g'lecture on .

?g er cal plot is full cti‘fﬁi}lﬂgical

s
a.re a couph%ggfights

éE
g’i
B35y
8
5
8

He Norman Ch
actually don't get
much_screentime until
the later half, most
?:E the rmnp deals with
esser known actors,
amiliar actors
destinad to stay that

way.
Mei, an

MR. VAMPIRE 1992, GWOS‘I' BALLROOM, GHOST NURSING, VAM-

ttractive call girl,
bbdighor it e LTI B g

Eggéhlg because 7§uno to’
icks. Turban or no turban, a
is a paying mxggmrﬁe

ﬁrhﬂmﬁ%&“

ck to life to” Eau%hithe

ad fha D iinre Dacer of the
“bp ays a mg ao:s ncer ai

NommChu bothhe.roes
Hais st to kill Condon & a
uple hen , 80 that she can rest
peuca.*

GHOST NURSING

d City
Co., Produo&r H

% a Sgii
19?0529&51 80s ft tavarrﬁgr
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t en I sa% tgro thi
gnEn ara m
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%& gr ths
fluential hloc{buaters we've come to
- aﬂ vy

Borrec moviee 3
avound 1983 mrm? ?ﬁgtz

Fanzine PACK, ﬂ\‘_ﬁs ﬂo tg.rilﬁ

of movies

'f:f.?im %;::'37 1 Mﬁﬁns he

However, I've never really

dg%mm“zlagiﬁﬁr%&]intc

ere' s this Chinese chick called
, because of atrocities
fed in her previous life, lives
a 1.1.t'e of and , This
G g ey, ferseelio tEfe o,
He gives her the petrifiad

cure 2
foetus of baby who died loni
g _care of itd{invol i

BT B Tt i L
d The.n

day, some nosay fri
uncover the 1 ittle u?d tamftaag
with it. of the friends is kil
by this ev statue, other
by it. He

l{:il -:kf .Iac:kie E friggga::zdtums on
e her she requests the

ﬁg%:ww s cg Ziqrdcﬁasa in

FAMILY

Produced by Eagle
Film Productions in
1991, Presented by
Leung Wal Fun, Wong

z]
ﬁ SPIRITUAL
&



Executive Produ
Chin Chu.ng, Line P Lci;r'
ro&uc on Manager:

. Dir.: Lau Ewok Wal, Chin

Direggér' nngrmcm' e
:Iz.gg Directcr o{ﬁzhotogmp Cgi

& L . tichem Ectic-n
UI'II au eatur:

Yinq, Siu'Ho, in,
eung,

O?H'ha ¢
uf its type

Y
tunc Family" on
ers been my
E?th ing as Tauist

5
feafures Lam Ch ¥ and Chen Hsu Ho
have both stingraémfn ¥R, VAMPIAE
see OCs 6, 8 &13) and VAMPIRE VS.
EHHRE.{ 9 & 13). Both these
charismatic superstars are sive
martial artists, although not in
SPIRTTUAL FAMILY, becauge they perforn
verg 1itt}% kungf i.nf;{'e ani v:he movie 1{
site o S8 ressive
mybeg Veteran ancient D:ga: i

ut
lumg f ust because it lacks a
lot two-fisted action doasn‘t make it
infarior since

e's no writan
E%:tlgrsgil e 1astﬂ3§ ht ‘which
Zat.” The fact that gmﬁg

tasted rt'

failed to fcrm an ressive martial
SRrmiT Pty j'"u.itmlacks suf
entertainment value, iuic.%

interasting g ipt i

E l, theymnsic is
at{aring, and the

are an :I.ta all
these blows agamggeit, Desp
necessarily a bad mo 21.181. a bar 1y
average nne Like

seconds ago, the story is mildl
interesting, however, the charactara
aren't very well defined.

Chinese o ‘t SPIRITU
offers: 1y reeze frame en

ending credits with out t
scene, Taoist rituals, an attrnctglve
ﬁ?imale ghost intlove with
be grounds fag aEt:ltting the filmugg
ucers in ga ona or two fu
cks, minor throom humor, and magbe a
stunt or two.

For me, the savior which gives it
the tandaré common 2 star rating is
the exist ceandaxpanaicnofwhatme
&my ans (I mean readers call 'Clown

E cuuntless%?ée E
fantasies, and although autrxnated and
eerie,are always presented as goodguys
who thwart the atrocities of vampires
and ghosts. In this otherwise
disaj inting tale, they're called the
'Hell Police' and they make sure all the
a@oo ve themselves. But

herwise, there's not much to praise in

thig standard movie. It seems as though
es want to see to it that at

least three post-MR VAMPIRE movies are

made each whether they're great,
Okaul or ba is unimportant. The motto

aggear to be, "Do it and get it
done, . shit.'

PAGODAM
GCaro'"s Asian f£film=zine,
tells it the way it i=sl

scription,
Holworthy Terrace.,
e -

MONSTER ATLTACK TEAM

send $8.00 to Garo Nigoghossian,
CcCambridge .

More than once upon a tima in Hong
Kong about a hund.md ; ast
was this grou cf Taoist

Tuesday,
gho usters! Daspita a str

ce, mannerisms & voices
identi to other ¢ cterg of the
tim? ere's no relat Why the hell
-don'f the movie mekers ugt Enve each
identicalmova?e of the same
series inst ing the names all
the time?! Lin Feng

Lam Chénq
Ving) is a wise 40-year ol&wizar who's
Sasists be

2]
are so pt efficlien It

hi cts that
E%Ec evous acts tEa gﬂe l;;h\\js)e ] p%ased
talismans on the Hell Police, allowing
mW%ﬂﬁWM$
Y LI, B
ral
thg prag.ﬁd (too comp E

without wasting evsn more

g Ay
d rather use the

"’% mn/*v‘%mgii"‘wﬁ?sﬂhi’m 3

t'. a,wegota

these days “Bﬂ:‘:zgug}:“d’

whenitmcnteir breath), herawego
again with another exotic eroti

love story. h emale ghost called Le
has the hots for Lin Feng Chiu (Lam

culprit i
evil H'.’Lzard who
m,

get me wrong, I m no
anti-gg%. I believe gays have rights
too, that s CAN get into
Heaven. But they have to enter through
the back door ess unlike the

1 t
ghorti] Jov G100 o ) e o
SPIRITUAL LY. It kind of relieved.

me, becau*a : OhiieczItﬁeggofmﬁgng of%n
%nfgli', i you count the Sﬁ’é&w
used their Taoist

eliminate a flock og spirits, a clan nf
hoggiug gonsies, ang of

Romero zamb es, not to
evil wizard s vanﬁiric son.
final confrontation has

li%gt or eath strg%e e
monstrous wizard good
uﬁe ';Ee victors, th strange, I*guys

mention t

VAHPIRB SETTLE ON POLICE

Presented. by World Video in 1990
Stnrrinﬁ Kou Sheng (a.k.a. Eddy ﬂo NG
Sandra

Stupid Goofy. Preposterous.
Ridiculous. And yet, in its own way
this cute little cnmady is oddly
satisfying. A low budget film with
rather cheap FX, and it's got slapstick
comedy through out, of the nature that
only a complete moron could enjoy. As
only an incomplete moron, I only
par{ially appreciated the excessive
clowning around. However, there's a lot

espeaecially the 2nd issue,

For a two—issuas asub-—

MA 02138

what started out as a community access

superherco & monster fans is
whether vou're
vou'll want to
Ed Holland,

newsletterl
Kamen Ridexr,
now 1

Rt.»5 Box 1373,

S

sa&ries £oF

of nige ku.ng fu, somathing
c rom a spooks oomd
in?l:t ammdugg 2

bt i m%?gi"ign

af the same
sics as Jackl
Rothrggg, etc, ','men ﬁo fighters are
@ﬁgeimtlé}m gf?gﬁ g actics -

%m old traditional Chinese kung fu
Sheng/Edd stars as

o "
TouEToly nass""niaﬁhﬁim' ire-1ike
ghusts because of a ro:il?ﬁa he
e ore

committed in a previous , bef

lgischralnmnati ; tﬂe m ngxflf to
ea! e Cops at a canp
alon sﬂallw cop Madam Li.q.Than'
the flick becomes yet another ripoff
f POLICE ACADEMY I but

I've never s PGLICE a{:mm ﬁlm

a cs Other
;,i%cal ninstupid fillar occurs too,

scenes and
ggtgrymmgggléh othar disguiaim
ter all this

£afETy am ng them
vengeful Manchu ghosts return! That‘s
when .his modern day

fo life 3 sapoul:gﬂéﬁtctzgeuit

SWO! a im
acrorgla)tsf' theateical costunes.**

sroom! %}‘ﬁi -
! ip, Fung "Shui

On' S50 Fgo TﬁlilEN got off to a good

Lmy Yip as a stacked spirit,
who really gave my spirits a 1ift, and
who kills some disco geek, using a
fatal blowjob. Then there's an

FX-fueled battle, featuring Fung Shui
(THE KILLER) On as A HERO, for oncel
But never judge a book by its cover.
The farce quickly becomes yet another
stupid comedy. ver, s time
there are at least a couple true
laughs, like the sexually frustrated

now a thriving fanclub &
into God=illa,

buy wvour $£10.00 mambarshipDp 1
Sanger ., 1

. gl

TUiltramar o:j'

Tx, 76266 |




GOOD guy who beats
up ul,
innocent females!
You'd pever see
this in an
American flick!
Y.it:g it's
¥ip! ghostly
irit ﬁth hig!
Yip et s (b (her
actrass wlth big
_Unfortunately, she

‘H:Lnistry of Silly Walka ' He (and the
male hetero audience who views the film)
gets turned on frequently because
‘there's an abundance of sexy females
‘through out the movie. After more
foolery, it‘s finally revealed that the
host needs to auck rom logjin:n, to

Christm Past, as he unsuccessfully
tries to convince skeptics that he's a
spook hunter. But by this time, I
&thiﬂar on the 'Scan' p
1shit. gas character
dies during one cf the battles with Yip,
80 she comes back as a ghost too.
finul hattla of female ghosts mvulvas
the usual assortment of stunts, falls,
_ gmds’ of t 'flfi tongﬁizalmd
even a en ft.
soum}

Perhaps I'm it
interest than it i
stuff, *
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"BRANDON'’S BRAND

OF ACTION"

"Like
father, like
son" isn't

'
effect here.
Where as
Bruce Lee
virtually
introduced
kung fu to

western

scene a
little late.
Lee's son,

born in 1965,

didn't make
his acting
debut until
20 years

lat
KUNG FU, David Carradma s 1985
sequel {o his ultra lame TV
series. Let me sidetrack a
moment to mention I've watched a
few episodes of Carradine's new

'sequel’ p

rogram, KUNG FU: THE

LEGEND CONTINUES (I think that's

what it's called).

The stories

are remotely interesting,
although Carradine's martial
arts skills are still too bad
for words. Oh well, he's old,
but what was his excuse for
horrid fighting back in 1971!7

His Kwai

Cain character

talks too soft & slow, I've

never heard an{
immigrants tal

Chinese

that way!

An back when David
Carrmaglfm first auditioned for
the role of KUNG FU's
soft-spoken priest, Bruce Lee
also wanted the
part, but was

% X !ﬂ R

rejected,
basically for
being TOO
CHINESE!
Ironically,
Lee eventually
appeared in
KUNG FU, only
it was
Brandon, not
Bruce. In
1985's TV
movie, Brandon
played (double

a black hole,
and never
indicated
whether
Brandon could

garbage, full of ?uck cuts & edits,
annoymgly deceitful camera angles and
slow motion. KUNG FU the movie offers
as muc.h fun as pu:kmg crab lice off a
stranger's

- skills, and

maybe S as bad as Da\rld Carradine.
Fur:tunately, Brandon Lee's later films
proved otherwise. If nothing else, it
got Brandon's foot in the door; his
motion picture career was just

beginning.
2]
LEGACY OF RAGE- 1n 1986,
Brandonmofftnﬂunqlongtoappear
in this ful drama, a talky
gangster film, not unlike John Woo's A
BEE[TER MRR(H. LEGACY OF RAGE's
title is FIRE DRAGON.
i‘ie o e et “'%'x;e"p."‘n" s i
ey s
dubbed in Chinese. st the whole
film is in Chinese, a.nd ubat few
English lines he has are dubbed with a
C accent! The %glish subtitles
are barely legible. 1 of mobsters,
romance, prison scenes and
ma] it's a typical HK crime
G T ECRE K
side.
D&.B Filns and directed by Ronnie Yu,
Rono Bt s aa: S Bt o
’ 3119 28,
even Chen Hui Min! And t,it’snot
a martial arts film! y said
Brandon had to follow in his father's
foot kicks- I mean footstaga but I
was hoping for a fight-filled
actioner! Brandon's fight with
aldtimr nﬁns::a lasts mere seconds,
der of the action acanaa
are shootuuts & car-chases. No
stunts, no major kung fu. However, as
a movie on the whole, it delivers.
Brandon's character is interesting,
and it's hard not to cheer him on,
considering all the suffering he
suffers. plays Brandon Ma, who's
Michael

while
w by Mic and his fathar Chen
Huy ﬂin) gi‘ofits from the death oé
ends up in a strict
Chi.nase prison, and yet it's full of
caucasian prisoners! Are most
communist prisons full of whities? I
wouldn't know. Brandon's girlfriend
Regina Kent, who looks Chinese
ite the name) gives b
ataboutthemtimsamutual
friend informs him he's a scapegoa
that Michael got him arrested. By \(.he




time Brandon is ralaaasd Michae hmf

obsassed wieg ,. even thcugﬁhﬁequ got

more puss:f around him than a tampon. So
tech
e k.

?Ho Hol raid the mhi
ers to rescue her
She ends up dead somatime dm:ing the
gory mat-gﬁhabut x manage to

L g e S e T
écceplin 2 A A

sgic, far-fet cra lilfa this.
Eut wi in a mipute o
beinning,Ircllmy%y ey
e et T ol 1
ove.rlit heatrical & stagy a

its whcle

ivative concept s

identlcal to dozan: o% et m |

kmem.cu still hasn‘t outagrown’its non-

creative,
ant.

some r

doesn't detract from tbe film, he plays
detectl t la@st aad:l.ng comi

ge ief. Hage'-reEe'Iamm t relieved 2

until the end for some

rﬁason known_only to borny females, is

pla yed b Dolph ung:ren {al
E abil*tr to

Engli p mﬂ; that doesn't g ?‘p
rom playmgna w&ful cop who aku thef

ttﬂ a mean y
Nc-w his character is fullgrown, and h.
discovers his dad's killer to 2% be

PHOTOS, PG. 22:

. moqa all ve.

two shots.
RIGHT corner, young Bradon in 1973, at
an unfortunate family get-together.

Amy Yip,

starting new mob 111 L, n.
Little

% artiti ciﬂ“‘a‘ﬁi"mﬁ"ﬁanﬁ:,

ite convin

g e %;‘3;& o
cars, time t
aropd, Fﬁu g Gorpire (w1

matter how busy t_vczu were?!)

whg plays
ortunate forced to
ride the yalmza g balone

gLy after e '
in a hot

ah
tub wi Ameri NIGHT BE?ERLY'I-EIILS CcoP
ucti:utgikmdga\m the obliqlatory era% cops & mobst :I.lms

retread of cliches from ﬁ e
a.ny o

S8 averane RASTD FiRE probabi
can't anyway, so I Ve no need
see this? Is sax to apologize. plot did nothing
for me, nor did the E or even
e ?IE the acﬁim, which 1 hear s for
0 do an American mv e,
ink we a.re, Realiy?l?l? t sh Eg
fans?! i must be,
myufhavehada not that I . The scene
active sex whi me_even ely was
& liﬁoe abo Brandon rides a mtorcgcle with
lg,nthclughnot linheﬁ onthefron,andthey
X ner dispThz with
s
bty i N i i
, used in ts
this flizlét:;s nudie stﬁglgsﬁxaramgmu movie f t§; d
scenes. yway,
it RAPID FIRE's ﬂoc outs lack the
:tnaglgr%ha ?ﬁm excitement an?ngr 1s of a John Woo
as

i movie. Shortly after returning from
B an  the drive-in where I saw RAPID'FIRE,
Like T I turned o thaT\'t watc] ther

L
g@é lgggplﬁgs a late night éhi"ii‘ cagf Eop

Japanaae villain), Despite its being
1y 20 iMamnmm
‘é‘?%‘tﬁeb?u get of RAPD FIRE, it =

. the
who smugg'ited drugs in bear!};ottlas

Party a easily way Bnn

RAPID FIRE (1992)- Eeeeyuck! This éﬁgrmﬁmy t‘% Wﬁéor

was pretty mich the first Brandon Lee en t "o not hlaming
s?“ £ Bl  Lee for this filn; ¢

throw

unforgunate ¥, I'm
rit of like a film
critic (one without

?h_{s a Ean fﬁck

aromas, but
amas ;
€5 find thie horeid
g.{.ece of trash to

tive,
pon-fun and a

THIS PAGE: TOP:

Brandon with sister Shannon & mother Linda at Bruce's

funeral.

MIDDLE: Brandon in LEGACY OF RAGE.
Baby Brandon in mid-sneeze,

‘ ALSO: 13
and a fight in RAPID FIRE.




or worse, he played his part well (for
what it's worth) and did all his own
gtunts, except for a couple motorcycle
1it b&:ifﬁmy' Em itt o B
rly written
Bnﬁdonuﬁuﬁcmfamofoneof the
victims of the Tien An Men Square
massacre, but he now lives in the U.S.
and ucciéentlj stumbles across ganglana
warfare between an Italian mafia and a
triad. He's a witness to some
killing, and now the Italians, Chinese
and a few uftar him.

ren:gade cops are

But he gets h gmfircm friends, and they
kill all these ore the
ending credits.*

guys bef

'r_hingz Naah, the remainder will serve
as the update. Brandon's departure is
truly trug:ré I really can't believe it.
It's so to accept that he's no
longer with us. I'm stunned and
shocked, because for the last couple
months, I've been researching his work,
watching all his films and many TV
interviews. Yet on the very same day I
was se to complete this article, I
hear the tngic news. Of all the
American action stars there are, why did
it have to be Brandon? He was our only
fighting link to Bruce Lee, and his
career was on the rise. He was the only
Chinese action star who's currentl big
in ‘éhe Us?'l n%thcugh I wouldn";rﬁ w!nh
such a gris ate on anyone
couldn't it gﬂ\l’e been scmboﬁy else?!
Do we need Arnold
Schwartzen , Jean Claud Van Damn,
Sylvester Stallone, Steven and
others? I don't hope any dies, but
Brandon was an important a star.
Mlthough I didn't like many of his
films, he had a lot of talent.

LATER o5 o+ =
The night after Brandon died, I
eep was as rare as a
condom at an all-lesbian orgg‘.“ When I
eventually got s of
sleep, it was full of dreams of Brandon,
many of which told me, "Don't worry, it
was just a publicity stunt!" Nope, the
dreams never came true. andon ceased
lm 20 vears after his father also
c 11 . His death ls even more
%ﬁréebthanfliriﬂ:eig since he was !
ed by, of a ngs, a
While shooting a scene for miﬁm
CROW, a Erth:ng gun fired a blank which
g?nc{ure s abdomen, and got lodged in
s spine. I kndw nothing about guns
and bullets, But it seems to me that a

fonce. Tts stunts are pretty good

weal of this nature should never be
if such usage has

Empty
I ct fo pln{. film
by all sorts of disasters

was D,

bef Brandon's death though

acmabody was ﬂpstc iy G Brandon Lee
technician got hospitalized by an TEE
electrical , and another £

out and drove his car h a plate

lass window. But who Mly
ve a grudge m?ui.nst
Brandon Lee or the first time, I'm

wondering if Bruce Lee's fatal aneurism o ¥ g 5
wasn't accidental. Matybe the many & 1o
rumors of the Far East are A i b
true; that somebody is +) ; _; e

gg:gnnaihle. Chinese

ory tells of rival
gangs & warlords who'd
quickly kill each other's
adult males, but never the
children. But when the
boys grew up, to about 25
or271s se, that's
when they'd assassinate
them. Coincidence?! You
think some triad or cult is
r le for this?!

P 1y not, but I'd say
something fishi is going on
around here. Adding to the
irong is that Brandon's
death is virtually
identical to a scene in
Bruce Lee's GAME OF DEATH, where Bruce
Lee's character, the actor Billy Lo is
shot on the set of a film, by a prop
gun! Neither GAME OF DEATH nor THE CROW
ted with the actor in

Just as GAME OF DEATH relied
on Bruce Lee doubles once Lee died, I'm
sure THE CROW may similar
editing to complete it. So what's next?
1 series of Brandon Lee imitators?
Will we hear new names like: Brandon
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lasen, 10 the evi scldiers war t0 wse him to make
weapons. So Brandon ventires across a descrt with his
female partner and eveninal love interest Deblic |
Nonahan. Astired in a low cut, skimpy cutfit e

wihole tame, hdﬂmeiwwuu

Bruce? Brandon Dragon?
Brandon Bronson? Brandon Willis?
Brandon Cockburn? Brandon Leroy?
Brandon Jackie? My god, a whole new
genre of kung fu movies may be

7O CLOSE THIS BRANDON LEE ARTICLE, ONE
OF HIS MOST ILLUSIVE FILMS:

LASER MISSION- Rardy seen, and destined © sty
it vy, this Americen-Gesman copsoduction vas
phwmmmmm
LITTLE TOKYO. Eamest Borgnine is in it, end since
Imwhmmtuﬂlmhym
taid African who was in KILL AND KILL AGAIN
and THE GODS MUST BE CRAZY. 1 discovered snd
viewed this latle known farce 2 month sfter Bmndon's
hﬁ.nlm‘thucﬂﬂﬂ*ﬁne&mdﬂnlc
other Brandon films were written when he was alive, so
Imd o guilt about tearing them aperf). Bt LASER
msmi.mmmp&me.w
d Again, Brand does practically no martil
arts, and yet there arc mumesous fist fights, shoot-oots,
chases and toodshad, As & commmon American
adventure, it suoceeds, bt T haven't lowered my
sandanls cough b enjoy common American
adventures. The version | sew was ok like the soene
where Brandon beheads a guy, or the
shot where the villsin falls on a spiked |

fim, from various angles & positions. I'd like o
watch her ride s pogo stick in alow motion.  Anyway,
with fhe help of a cougle goafy rencpade soldiers, the
villains all get defeated at their desent fortress, after the
chroactic shoot oui. Bamest Borgnine has been
rescuod, bt better yet, the movic is over. *

BRANDON LEE
Born: 2/1/65, Oakland, CA
Died: 3/31/93, Wilmington, NC

‘though, for s American film. But
there"s oo much cuteness end omance
for my taste. The story has Bmndon as
a mercenary hired to rescoe a scientist |
{Borgnine) from termrisis in Cuba.
The scientist lmows lots of staff about

Films: KUNG FU, KUNG FU:
THE NEXT GENERATION, LEG-
ER e ACY OF RAGE, LASER MISSION,
SHOWDOWN IN LITTLE TOKYO, RAPID FIRE
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Vietnamese and some Japanese.
Sun Wu Kung, the magical

misused their magic, so that

wuleir King i:t gtinm%Y _I:OB"- annoying fpriﬂs‘l‘. to India E:i only
ggrgtbqtic as, but the world's Egrpfcgfatmtilde To that th:
r ero as well, so take monke a good

note, all you pretentious comic litﬂ?bkgsmmmd
book geeks! Sun's legends dat © Doy, a golden ring is placed
back to the 7th cent ,Hhe.n: mundhisbug?omuhichmumpdn

factual pil Jaca. if he discbeys the priest. The whole
The Indign gﬂuﬁn Buddgiam was
popularized in Shinu

novel is incredibly 1 reading it
larqelydua mammpaini.ntggg' s 80 no
to the efforts of a benevolent single movie could possibly include

hi b b every chapter (not unless movie
names ingluding Trgpitgkna?n Chaan The E than a ?‘w"'m“" cock).
San, and Oshu. He was a real e oOtire hovel & ¥ starts vay
perfon who & ore the actual Journe occurs;
scrolls in , thereby dealing with&mil'ulungshillrth,vhen
founding Buddhist monasteries in he leaves his fellow monkeys' hone at
China (one which would became o€ ooe T o1 aooin magle, and
own as Shaolin, another H
kn Heaven . This i3 where he
flies up to Heaven to raise a little

Jeoendary storylj. Regardless,

:  hell. drinks a forbidden elixir,

r
ty peaches (in
Chinese legends, peaches are believed
Ty TR et I oy

\ e, 80

Buddha buries hig ungaxwéund ?gz-
about 500 years. He gets released
only to assist the priest on the
perilous vo to India, and thus
starts the §oumag mentioned earlier.

Another imgg;-tant factor, in virtuall
je.nveryvars ofthastorglisthe a

This is fantasy column, "Sword &
Taoism", and for all you idiots who
still pronounce the Tao as 'tayo!, it's
correct pronunciation is Dow, as Dow
Joneg. Unles?dxou'ra one of wgécc.ulls
trendy, st new readers y
reads it fg the "Modern Heroes cg H.K."
column, you know that not all the films
in "Sﬂorg & Taoism" involve swords or
Taoism, but rather, I chose that title
as a contrast to the hrase 'sword & _
sorcery.' Oh well, this edition of 0C's |

tf_:?ia.gy tcglthumn is my lgnh? ovgrﬂga = : nese babe. Fortunatel: monk
u e Monke of "Journe : monkey have begun ourney
to the West,! of c-.gm:seiil vas & ' :33 the obese bores 4

Inany years ago
is probably soid out by now. So it's
about time I recap the Honkecg King.
Natml%g, a mere column such as
hasn't the space to be as informative
and detailed as a whole issue (OC #7).
But this issue's SWORD & TAOISM s more. Later, the oceanic
include as many Monkey K productions Sandy/Wu

as I have time for. I'm afraid I still
haven't located some illusive Japanese
puppet film version, nor do I have a
complete copy of HAUOC TN HEAVEN, a
Ehinese ca;tg:kgro&nig%o. i'I'hare T‘?m
undreds o movies & 1
shows in existancg, Sose Chinese, some 1{% ﬁ %g&% ?S'éia ; the ven{d: gnggurney

SELECTIONS FROM >
CHINA'S GREAT CLASSICAL NOVELS

THE
PILGRIMAGE
TO THE WEST

BY W1 CHENG-EN 2

evo.

15




begins the bulk of the , as they

gz on a dangerous, magical journey,
ttling bandits, cannibals, demons,

drag% amazons, giant spiders and

Having been a fan of the legend
for so long, I sometimes get all
teary-eyed when I see the traditional,
classic image: Four jolly travelers
surrounded by wilderness; one is a
priest on a horse, thel!unk:{ King
smutmgaghaad and a rake eld.‘lng pig
trails behind them. The image con
brilliance, mystique and adventure.
What follows are reviews of a few of
the many movies and TV shows based on
this masterpiece of all fairytales.

ALAKRZAM THE GREAT

Original Ja title: "Saiyuki"]
roduced by Toei in 1961, Scenario:
ks Vo, Dl
Yabushita, en
Producer:  Hiroshi Dﬁmm, Mesaricon’
version by Lou Rousoff

By far the most wellknown version

of "Journey to the West" in the U.S.A.
I'm not aybig fan of all them J

cartoons, I've got better things gc do

than hang out at comic cons, %}.3
obesity and beat off to THE D PAIR;
however, this early le of
'Japanimation’ was the first time I
ever saw the Monkey King. As a child,
I preferred this imaginative,
feature-length cartoon over any Disney
'classic', and as I grew up, became as
familiar with the Monkey as Bugs
Bunny. I later came to r ze,
through extensive research at
égraries, tlfgltt M"’hinm's real name is

Wu K Goku', in Japanese),
Prince Amat's real name wag Tr g.taka,
Sir Quigly's real name is Pa %

Fow e v

etc. Regardless
AL 's English dubbing
featured the voices of

fvfon, o’ sorarkse

is realli
?11 a}tzﬁgt? Anyway, aslde
rom name
ALRKAZAM mmcg‘%mﬁful
to the Japanese version,
which remains faithful to

mithmght ignored Y -} our
ape came ssess his weapon; a
magicgl B.Ea.ff . Ig Eﬁis movie, he ?l:rnély
grabs it from an opponent in fattle.
Actually, it's a much more complex tale
of the ( Dra: ,inmundemft.einwu
kingdom weapon came from).
Ching/Sandy, called something else
O oL oxlied acietiing elge fn
Indian native, and not the Chinese
warrior hsti: in later gilms. Ido I.end
I
Wa ok oves ATARAZAN P HEse e Sign,
a little different, and a few death
scenes (quick cutsi are removed from the
Even though it's just a
dumb kiddy cartoon, I recommend it for

its great animation 11y great
artwork, its colorfil , and
semi-amusing ¢ .

A ical mol must abandon his

home at the waterf to aid travelers

on a musical pilgrimage, during which

they must obtain a magical fag&{if they
can defeat its evil owner, a 1-like
demon) in order to stop a massive fire
(one of the novel's most wellknown, and

ft ted t . In the end
gneeﬁogggaaéamgl-‘%eggc}:ms thedr ’

friend. To the best of my kmowledge,
gh%stghar?ctar aasn“:‘é ilgithg hin‘?“l'
ut there's some authentic ese
mythol in effect here; this
damoniggﬂi :

d also agpea:s in another
g.agtoon, A STORY OF CHINESE GODS!

JHE_MONKEY

["Monkey 8 to the West", on the
Chinese video rental box
Produced by the Shaw s in
1968, Directed by Ho Meng Hua,
Producer: Run Run Shaw, Story: Eng
Kang, Film Editing: Chiang Hsing Loo,
Music: Ng Fo Ling, Starr ng: Yueh
Hua, Ho Fan, Pan Pan, Tien Shen

Them thar Shaw dudes made this
one in the 1960s, a revolutionary
film in that all previous Monkey King
films (i.e. 1926's MONKEY FIGHTS
GOLDEN LEOPARD, a B&W, silent film)
were mere operas; filmed stage-plays.
Unfortunately, THE MONKEY has a
lingering stench of ballads, left
over from the heyday of Chinese
musicals (irnnicall{, this live
action movie actually has more
ballads than 1). My tape of




PHOTOS, THESE TWO PAGES: Var-
ious shots from 1979's SAIYUKI se-
ries.

tain's TV Times.

BELOW: A couple ads from Bri-

. TELEPHONE # 1-718-458.0663
CALL FROM 7:30 PM. TO 10:30 PM. .
“EVENINGS ONLY™ No Coflect Calis Piease

JAFIS VIDEO COLLECTIBLES
PO. BOX 113
LITTLE NECK N.Y 11363

Specializing In Martial Arts Movies, Animation,

Sdience Ficlion and Westems.
Largest Cofllection Of Kung Fu Movies In The World.
Also, We Have A Video Rental Club Thru The Mail
And We Buy New And Used Pre-Recorded Video Tapes. “MAIL ORDER ONLY"

“MAIL ORDER ONLY"

Giant Catalog: 54.00

disbelief at the
unrealistic appmé%mslilm

the ultra ‘ngns;pu
&mi‘“zai‘:?""mm Ehan che
ces, I'd

?tomyfan (all

| ope of us

.'thefig‘t).reog forts of
gand E .

Monke
s
foore: L
tion,
bocaies e Sbe Moukey Kigg)s
John Woo, nor do they
mvolve bullets.

intersaticast, BIIAL,

filmed in Taiwan, but

nona-&‘ggiasa) Yueh Hwa,

iggﬁ}fgﬁagis singing

11ig;h ln%ﬁ?s the title
ccgni der the
Fake Pir, pesiband snd
shoe polish thsg call

ﬁt‘ﬁ“ﬁm‘?im
UTNG WEf VILLAG HREL K0 ‘"‘Fmﬁﬁ

OFTHEDRLGOH, and one o
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& h;liaﬁetnumhers Erci%uliy eﬁ ega ougong
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catches a piwe fruit
ranote - 3.00 Mon £ °f5 Chian
retrol Ll off to a to get them
(Which Buddhist scriptures and rel
explains why H%n %1 ¥, Sun Wu Kung,
g ggggds b Budg.hhgs Th:t‘s hagicall o
B ere no
Hlslagna left ﬁ“‘t llkmkgg?g thavoe in
enjoyable, We ﬁmeﬁi’tﬁﬁttge i
fantag§ before the film's starting
webvag’ £ With the discipl r
b arcnm! H%EB! s his
ifichts aqlp Not other head!|
%Eg guLs, It's NOT that kigd of ringl),
cpee after Lesi2fh 08, " s
e Pigsy's 1ll marriage
only one Even tggaﬁom i
d° g“fm assistsame.ﬁem on theirp .
P theuﬁ B Morkey succeeds in setthing a v , and later gets them
was Jimmy iovers' tiff will he bo able to ask ﬁas: b gﬂ?gcgmm
B ars. the Queen of Fire, to lend him her |  Their 4th th felow ady ad\rentu:sr
St111 tha maglc fan. No, it's not that he's a ii'th and. (h
little hot under the callar, but ity i m(,teo% by
Ehotggirﬂghr come inhandy to cool down some
However ‘t.hef' dodgy volcanoes. Remember, we
do 1*{ ars in the realms of fantasy here.
occasional Ll i
acrobats add

There aren't really

a whole lot of spécial effects, but NEW TILGRIMS TO THE WEST

%3139 - mﬁggp?uﬁoﬁ%ﬁmiism“ Presented by seasonal Filns in 1979
sets tg good for such an old Producer: Lo Wei, Director: i Ping
mvie Bu ya' gotta' suspend your Yes, "ilgrims" is a misspel :lng of

g%iqrims b%t that‘s thg.gog_l_assic s

e t time we

- ation on

J""a n ﬁo 'é"i'ﬁ Tais wild

lct; lr ives a big fuck
to tha

d
%ﬁu gaz?la spec‘?al v
Needless to say
is a fun thrillar full of epic

rtions! The FX are quite
19?Ds ﬂlm, and the ma%y ttles

ﬁgqsl I imn t ﬁg Tntm

since t in
::"E' oack -adlg, wost of m]r fellow
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13,00 Monkey

Monkey searches for his
Earth Mother
, Pretty As A Picture: Pigsy and
Sandy have mothers, but poor o.d
Morkey was born from stone
'm but then agamn, that makes

Earth — all of |1 — hrs nmeT
§."@:n L

a cave!l So

oETal 9?:?: p w%h t 1
%an tooput ou%sforeg E;gs mﬂnga
thought aiy tg day adventures were

MONKEY _WAR

Presented by Rei-men Prod., Suj iged
by Lee Taur & Wang Ving Haianq?en




# RIGHT [or Left, if you're
dislexic]: Our heroic Mon-
key tangles with some bitch
in SAIYUKI, as it's known on
1" G5y o Japan, though called
MONKEY in its illusive English
language dubbs.

the u’aola from inning to end,
unlﬂm films m;?mhﬁ far

ze 's
an tale ﬂto a mars feature length -
film is harder than mzan chocalata}

So them Ni
r:E chapter into an episoda

of program, only two

complaints on S are as follows
]‘.. e burJhamic monkey
mispronunciation o% Wu Eungﬂ is an

Iudia back to char - in 1,
sefleg, e e e
op on of sum is higher
%ﬂ death rate. It'stgggy
@}ua tsm%mr {E :ﬁ' viewer.

youth-orien%ad thongh &
s
ﬁ la . tggloniyngncalugnnga are

frcm tha ?0705. Bat han
but not as cool as S

?lue Hearts. I dcn i like

s disco pop very much,

t f;
llrsreshingcg%nggrﬁgtgg

opera t
cals. But those sill co= ck
onl {d&g “;Dmd
c
d s l;“‘:é'
: %cters are
lanning: Hi int. ted when tha rescue a f g“‘ thing
Hsih ngg pmﬁguﬁﬁﬁg Yoy, Tﬁigﬂ‘ g, treated EJ(ma by ag:coup: “‘gg tgg* ptake the action,
e y: T ous Goat one is E&‘ ed by £ ?NUT ugtimstar
Y2 Chin Kang Wel Ping Ro). So Monkey Sun, Wu Ching, aftion Srars), ooy
Being so closely related to Pa and the pries% tgﬁe on 9 uﬂ
TILGRINS, both Films are nearly monstrous giant spiders, hungry fairies TS ush {m} 1658t e
identical; Jou could slice tham both (magicians, not_ homos) and in an alltime gualtg:r&pisnde somet. more. As
together and come up th a convincin climax to end all climaxes, take_on T they're not that bad, yet
4-pr, film. Since I loved TILGRIMS i winged warriors of Flying 5 Vallay e carce in usage, but seem to
as much as sage sex (but not ag much characters not unlike the 08« Int%rest g to note the
as unsafe sex), of course lo'.'ed MONKEY rom that old FLASH GO  Ser aﬁlen gc"s vement of J s W0, as_you
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g_lfoli kgilm se:igﬁ, gou can't like (or any v viewar with e (and you tooI) g’lr“mm So it 8 no %usiua surprise
8 one withou mnl:s 1onal
s..rru.la.rly iofth?h?ﬂie{' & ainl f‘"’ﬂm aces} o O%:mcas
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accent, it can get unintelligible. The

series was mentioned in a trendy,

e T G Scad s pelant
use rie

in a beer commerci ni Eued »

SAIYUKI. Surprisi.ngly the article had

less-than-flatter s to sa
about the sarias. ess, there'
a lot of jokes, - , and laughs
for the more ent viewers. With
this progr such a fun

on of Yy, bumor, &

ven't these

Engﬂaiw&asofmembeen
o the USA? Despite mrs

of redtape and copyright problems
oo el i peai

' never saw it was simply because of a

_as likely as finding an air

Bkal {"Pigay’) a

.

lack of interest in some so
exotic. RAlso, this fanati

Christian cmmtrg possibl has no
tolerance for a pro st series,
as h it'l convart penpla. That's

conditioner in an igloo. Like when
the heroic priest says, "There's no
heaven or hell; it's ail in your
mind," in the bth or 6th episods As
someone who borders between agnostic

and athai;‘t I see religi
rivalries narrmmindednea%tnlarance
as proof of a screwed societ

Regardless SLIYUKI {“lhnlne x) has
been seen uroge la and
Puerto Rico (San Juan), so it's thanks
to the valiant efforts of tape
collectors & traders in these three
countries that I can write this review
for you.

Yuu should know this story by
now. magical monkey called is
born frcm a rock and leaves hia
tribe of monkeys in favor of ic and
fighting His infamous
Heaven' causes a wager hetween him and

. Buddha. Goku 1
himupinacavmﬁﬂﬂyears Od‘il

he agrees to aid the priest 0
['Tipitaka' in the English duhbing} on
s = GE:gjal ong with

0 Sand¥ ’
the 'renfg 0 see the uédha he
ul Buddha of India! Along the
way, they get ed bamtge usual
assortment of ts, ns,
dragons, and critics. e

JO WEST
[Chinese title: "Sai Yao Kei"]
Produced by Wang Feng & Ran Ruolin
oon.s:lsting of episodes, Originai

Story: Wu Cheng En, Screen?lay-
Ying u, Z'OU Ti ing Yang J
8,

Director: Camaraman Wang
Chongqiu, hs Directors. Ma
et o e, i o
eng
, Make

nrtist Iizhoung, Husic Director:
Wang Hanhua, Lyrics: Yan Su,
Composer: Jingquing, Solist: Jiang

Dawei Conductor Hu Bingzu, Performed
Ch.{na Central Balet Ensemble

Orc:hestra Costume Designers: Yan
Xiumin Wong Yunji, Ge Baodong
Martial Arts Diractcrs. Lin zﬁijian,
Xian Bohua, CAST . . . . .
King: Liu Xiao I.ing't.onga Honk
Xuanzuang: Xu Shachua, Baj
Dehua, Friar Sand: Yan Hua

Yes, this is the same classic
soap opera I forced you to read about

in OC#11, but I'm reviewing it again
because it was recently re-broadcast in
my area, thanks to the otherwise

mcraaiﬁly dull series INSIDE CHINA (see
broadcast

Sidﬂbﬂ.\.’; This time, it was
8 (in asnociaticm with Rainbow
TV, a division of Amasia TV
Product ions), formerly a 24 hr.
religious fanatic station. Amazingly,
the whole series had English subtitlas,
muking this series
g King enthusiast 1ike myself
Regretiably egeoglsa it breie
Y, ew are
rarer than a Childs porno movie.
So with me being the only one
videotaping (let alone watching) this
classic fantasy series, never can I
simply get a re-dupe of the first 10
minutas of episode 1, since nobody else
ugh to record this masterpiece
of mainland Chinese videota You see,
I wasn't able to tape the st ten
minutes (which I may never see again),
that's the price I pay for grefarring
unique, obscure, TV over al
mainstream, monotonous shit.

As I mentioned about 98 words a
this period drama has English subtitgga,
w.n% it all the ier to stand

he hell is going on. Of course,
baing the USA's #1 fan of the Monkey
I already know the whole story

likeIkmwthabackofmydick buttha

subtitles clarify every scene,
situation, and conversation. The
subtitles are indeed needed, as this
cverly talky program can Cget dull or
confusing to we

unﬁirad But the excessive, seemingl
less dialogue is worth éitting J

hrough, as this beautifully taped
series has an occasional fight and
ssive visual FX too. And, unlike
all the other live action movies & TV
shows reviewed thus far, this one
actunllg has a decent, post~PLANET OF

THE RPE
Where as numerous films had a

dacant mask for Pigsy, most of them had
no real mask for the monkey. For once,
the actor ing Sun Wu Kung (in this
case, Liu Lingtong) has a genuine,
rather realiatic, ape mask glued to his
facel As a product of the late 1980s,
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lceless, a must for

'this ogram features kicks swordpla
ogber fu too <

thia murtial art dian‘t exist during

the story's time
mger films

E“m \rolvgt lassdmng , and
more Peking ces and
acrobats, gg""“‘m the vseritne
t!.1.aIlc:ogmat.sl:,lmﬂ ;.ﬁe big ngﬁ{n;h;ufights
are graa
? c’:oooooch‘s and 'aaamamaah's
or the lavish sets, costumes
editing, music, theme song, editing,
ulness to

pt of th:l.s remake,
1t‘s been told before. But this time,

uJ_:l.:-gect of this story is
in detail, being a u}gﬁ
aeries not just a feature-1
movie. It's all done in a very
traditional munmr unlike Japan's
filmed TV show SATYUKI , which was full
of camp and zan -culture
ova.rtones. m%n a mischievous
of a tribe of monkeys
at a waterf magic to piss
off all tbun Heaven. So

Buddha forues him to aid the Buddhist
Eriest 1muang acuording to the

shove off
to Ind.la to stuff.
sode ends with the Monkey
Sun lsam magic from a wizard, and
the other acters oin later in the
series. Pigsg £ name sgellsd Bajie
this week, and that ui'.u: cannibal
{s called Sand. The
c:m.lxr which really separates this
Erogf;u from other versions
our fun lovin'
t use a cloud to fly;
m and flies,
Ultrmn( but
without the "Swatch!™ (hhhmm.
Youﬁhink ma’ bg Ultraman was
a collector of teenybopper
watches?). * * * Y

High guality VHS Ltapes
of your favorite btok-—
usatsu moviea & TV
asriss— forgeat lousy
—gen coples at out-—
ragiocous pricea-vVIDEO
IGRA/FX guarantess ®ex—
flceptional image and
mound guality for *thea
decerning fan & col-—
lector. ALL TAPES 3$20
PPD! sSsEND $1 .00 FOR
COMPLETE LITST Malkce
oney Orders ot to:s
T.oren Portillo, 354
alencia Dr., South

il San Francimsco, CA 94080

[Scola from oneae collactor
t+to anothear, no rights
given or impliesd.]

ma]ceup appliance for the Monkey

LASER DISCOVERY

When in the Bay Area, drop by.
These stores carry a wide
assortment of HK laser disks and
video rentals. Two locations:

1520D 8. El Camino Real, San
Mateo, CA 954402

348 Gellert Blvd., Daly City, CA
94015



INSIDE CHINA
Director: Anthony Chan, Footage Supplied by Central Chinese TV, Produced by Amasia TV Produetions in 1990, hosta:
Jacqueline Chun, David Chavez, Curtiss Kim

Can you imagine a weekly, 2 hr. an episode TV show all about Red China? If you can't imagine such an informative
newsmagasine, keep it that way! You haven’t missed a thing; INSIDE CHINA is so horrendowly, sppallingly dull! Dull! Dull!
Our three hosts talk about Chinese oil paintings, various folk dances from Taiwan to Shanghai, and interview Taipei’s most
experienced rice picker! In other words, INSIDE CHINA’s ukra safe, plessant reports give us the impression there’s not a
helluva’ lot going on in the ultra-oppressed dictatorship we call China. I'd like to know more about its underground pop art
(i.e. that old Chinese new wave band the Dragons! Whatever happened to them?) and the civil unrest! How about an update
on those involved in the Tien An Men Square massacre?! Of course not, INSIDE CHINA seems backed by Chinese Contral
Television! So the series rambles on about silk making and the Grand Canal (whatever the hell that is), so as to tell us
everything fe nieelpomhyhlhbm*ywhmwwyhdyhlmedmoihﬂdmullleajnhnrcramjeet&ommmﬂﬁ
SONS. However, I'm not anti-communist, every type of government hes its adventages and disadvantages, and its the exiremes
of ANY type of suthority which causes unrest or oppresaion. Regardiess, our American hosts make the most of INSIDE
CHINA’s eonservative stmosphere. They all try to show a sense of humor, including Chinese American Jacqueline Chun, the
only female hoet. Devid Chaves, the only caucasian host manages to seem cool despite a geeky suit & tie, while Curtiss Kim,
the oldest of the three, Is the most ammsing. When David Chaves said they were going to talk about Chinese new year
celobrations, the ever horny (so it seems) Curtiss sald: "Does that mean we're going to be celibate?™ Most interesting is how
Mwwhﬂmhhnhyﬂgmﬁehm&nv&mn,wmhghﬂum Seooby Doo, Luke Skywalker and
Yoda. Apparently, INSIDE CHINA was broadcast locally a full year before they included SAI YAO KEI as part of their time
slot, before that, they showed feature-length movies from mainland China, like one of Jet Li’s Shaolin filma. After airing all 25
epiacdes of the weekly Monkey King series, they began showing another subtitled, period soap opera, JUDGE DEE. Despite
Mlﬂwtﬁlmwhwendﬂhﬁnlﬁehdemwh]UDGEDEE&THEM)NABTEBY
MURDERS (1974), so I didn’t bother videotaping . The last time I tried watching INSIDE CHINA, their full 2 hr. timeslot
wee a Chinese mmsical special, with music like that of Lawrence Welk, but without the edge. Despite subtitles, David Chavez's
interruptions & volee overs, it was unwatchable. Most ridiculous wes when Chaves said: "Now we’re going to get down & dirty
with some Taiwanese rock & roll.® Obviously it’s some bizasre new usage of the term ‘rock & roll’ unless you eonsider mellow
love ballade not unlike Don Ho or Julio Iglesiss to be rock & roll.

THE EARLEE FILMS OF THE LATE - LEE

GREEN HORNET tellanyone! That's why he wore a comparing it to? Let's face it,
.1966; Produced by Greenway Productions & mask), so his is Britt Reid cm%itian isn't exaﬁ fierce. GREEN
20th’Century Fox, Created by George alias the Green . GREEN HORNET  H is a one-of-a-kind superhero
Trendel, Starring: Van W , Bruce was a BSW serial, and a radio show series, the only American one to feature
Lee, Wende Wagner featuring the adventures of this good guys ous enough to smack even
mysterious phantom & his Chinese an occasional police officer if need be.
, Way a lis Kato, The plots for every agisode (except for
ceLae‘ahmgﬂfudehutinthe the awful one with John Carradine in the
[~ US all started when kicked serious wax museum) are unique, intriguing &
o ass at a 1964 karate tournament at interesgﬁi, though a touch on the complex
! Longbeach, CA. The late Ed Parker and/or side. It's enjoyable, though
(by that f mean he too is dead, not not exactly action packed, and Lee's part,
that he never showed up on time) at best, 1s a mere co-starring role.

filmed portions of Lee
(fnotuge&fdwhichiswideap mg:a with the wax museum) has Lee in at least

read
underground bootlegging networks one brief fight, although his kicks &
let celebrity haiageam Jay Se.g:r 4

j_ug ﬂnc:heslacktheapeed&mmofhismrk
check it out. Sebring later met tha later films.

nazi/higyffolk hero Charles Manson In comparison with its sister series
one fateful night and reached the : g : -
N aELis, Torg batoce Jay Seb
¥, long before Ja T
became no more hehadﬂilL.achiﬂer
et a load of lee's martial arts
cayer e
coinc er was a
new (in 196%: that is) sﬁlgvnli:gout
e O y rapeimthia)
er- e (some Sa' e
mind for the BA' ssriag as 1.
Always an exhibitionist & show off,
Lee to audition for the role
of Kato in GREEN HORNET, and the rest
is history.

_ ; Beyond a doubt, GREEN HORNET is |

; my favorite American TV show; cross
modernized , sort of, :Hheartandhope to listen to a
out; the Ranger's real name was John chael Bolton album. Of course,
Reid (but keep it a secret, don't what American TV shows are worth

20

s performance However, every episode (except the one




BATMAN, both have similar music scores
and fast-paced plots, and deal with
masked superheroes, but the similarities
end there. Batman & Robin are cleancut,
goody-two-shoes types, while Green
Hornet & Kato are renegades. They're
good guys, usually aiding police in
their own devious ways, and border on
bel“:.ﬂg questionable & ruthless. GREEN
HORNET lacks the synthetic stupidity (I
mean camp) of BATMAN. Tronically, Green
Hornet & Kato g on a few episodes
7 for details.

The staff & crew wanted the series
to change from 30 minute episodes to
1-hour ep , So conflicts arose. On
the set, that prankster Lee was always

off, and at one nt, he
:ggﬁ:gtly a tgg:}s nose! But

inevitably, what canceled GREEN HORNET
after a mere 30 episodes (1966-'67) was
its less-than-perfect ratings.
Storywise, the Green Hornmet is a
superherc who thrives on his false image
as a criminal to operate freely in the
underworld; solving cases, dodging
lice and tackling mobsters. He and
s partner in anti-crime Kato (Bruce

Lee) travel in their high-tech car the
Black Beauty, equipped with fancy
weapons. Hornmet's gas gun, an
electronic baton called the 'Hormet
Sting', and Kato's kung fu ('gung fu' as
be pronounces it) are their main
instruments of combat. Hornet's real
identity is Britt Reld, editor of a
newspaper with a staff of unimportant
characters added to the show, thereby
taking more screentime from Lee. What
follows is a brief (hopefully) synopsis
of one of the most wellknown episodes:

PHOTOS; BOTH THESE PAGES: Bruce Lee

and Van Williams kick ass in the GREEN HORNET.
Rare glimpses of a GREEN HORNET
RIGHT: Lee with 2 1

BBOVE:
comic book from the 1960s.

James Franciscus in LONGSTREET.

have to question the

"TERROR OF THE TONGS"

Kato & Green Hornet investigate
tong rivalry at a local Chinatown.
Lo Sing (played by Mako, that often
seen Japanese American actor who'd
later work with Jackie Chan & Chuck
Norris) leads a nasty gung fu school
to harass the Golden Lotus Cafe as
part of Duke Slate's protection
racket. Ironically, Inosanto
doubled for Mako in a scene where a
hooded Lo Sing knocks Lee into a gar-
bage can, to which Lee later re-
plies "Tf we ever meet up with that
masked gung fu man again, I want
him." Lee aveniua%il_g gets hﬁ
revenge, but only er a du
subplot about some whiney little
witness called Jimmy Ki. Regardless,
the episode's 3rd and final
confrontation is the best, for what
it's worth. Our herces meet the
villainous mobsters and kung fuers at
what they call a Buddhist Temple,
which actually looks more like a
heavily decorated theater or

gehouse. Lee quickly (way too

quickly) dispatches a few ese
gung fu students before
confronting Lo Sing (Mako & Dan
Inosanto, alternately) in a fair
;dugl*lgsting 30 whole seconds.

| IRONSIDE
1968; Starring Raymond Burr and a
wheelchair

: I never saw the full episode
with Lee (or any full epi s of
the show), just the sequence with
Bruce Lee h

has Raymond Burr in his
office, mentioning they'll.

instructor of a 'karate
school', while locking at a
phonebook ad which reads

Judo" and "Aikido." Bs
always, Lee 1s seen wearing
his Chinese kung fu uniform,
but teaching students who wear
karate gis, fighting on totami
mats! Eee does inm :
impressive ring, and even
an acrahat,sg:fore some lady
comes to ask him questions

1f, The link up_____epigodes are the only ones with Lee,

Gung-Fu, advanced form of Karate

about some miss ewel or pendant.
The scene ends af eg some dialogue.
MARLOWE

1968; Staring James Garner & Rita
Moreno

This feature-length crime drama
stars James Garner as a detective.
The movie is bad, the story is
uninteresting ite Bruce Lee's
cameo as hitman slow . Bruce
comes into Garner's (as Marlowe)
office and kicks holes in the wall.
Later, he tries to beat Garner on

of a ding, but fﬁla o his .

th. Lee's marfial arts
g}rfomnce is great as always, the

ghlight of an otherwise poor excuse
for a movie.

LONGSTREET

1969, Starring James Franciscus,
Marlyn Mason, Peter Mark Richman,
sometimes Bruce Lee, Executive
Producer: Stirl Siliphant
The only American crime dramas I
and naybe ELEDGE. HAMMER. - A o
ma; ;
know w ti I've MMEﬂw,
and there's still only two cop shows
I like: POLICE SQUAD and SLEDGE
HAMMER! Bruce Lee's short cameos
through out the first few LONGSTREETs
make them worth see but only for
Lee's appearances.
LONGSTREET is an excruciatingly
uninteresting drama. The first few




PHOTOGRAPHS, DOWN THERE:

preparing for their deaths.
GREEN HORNET
OF BLOOD ISLAND.

and therefor, the only ones worth
seeing. I don't know how mg{ episodes
they made after Lee went to and
hopefully, never will. ess, so
far as I can fi out, it's a series
about some blind detective called Mike
Longstreet (James Franciscus who gets
ll:ﬁ with a little help from friends:
s seeing-eye-dog Max, a blond lady
called N , and maybe a cop or two.
oOh yes, and on rare occasion there's
another good guy, Li Chung {ﬁruaa Lee).
Hgfavota cters are Li Chung and
the dog. Nelther of them are alive now.

%Eisode#l THE WAY OF THE INTERCEPTING
ST, by Stirling Siliphant
As you know, this title refers to

developed by Bruce himself, so
pilot was written with Lee in mind.
Bruce Lee's first appearance is at the
315.:&3‘5 very beqinninmhen he (as Li

un%gnccidantl stumbles across a
beat. one fateful t. Seems a gang
of paranoid smugglers is beating up
Longstreet . (Franciscus) for 5
"Stop!", Lee says, then he fus
them. The fight is pathetically brief
at best, and y 1it (or dimly unlit),
s0 nothing %s clear. h“ass, the
remainder o )
training our blind Eﬁ?‘é’m&ﬁ"mm
of Jeet Kune Do, so he can avenge
himself against the boss of the
hijackers. During the episode, Lee
8 out 1ike a florescent crayon
under a black light, and demonstra

Lee also does a

lot of %Ejl.ﬁnt It"j.ckﬂil.‘tt dial
ot o e ntly written
quite philo uﬂ 2 pre-lude go his
gtudent's learnings {'It‘s Lao's time")
in ENTER THE DRAGON. Lee's wisdom in
thimisoda comes off as honest and
nat , 1 believe he wrote much of the
dials based on Taoism and Jeet Kune
Do. ﬁa performs brilliantly & :

s got

enthusiasticall though
only a co-atarri.éi:‘{:% the malt“i role.

Nobody else in went on to
become legendary ung sﬁca this episode
has the most foo{age of

star Bruce Lee it'gudtdhlange!t in

The anii—climnctic climax

against the villain. Desgite what Lee
mht him, this fight on

ial arts. Most of the battle looks
1ike wrestling in the dirt. *

The second (I think) episode is to
viewers what a yeast infe istoa
woman. Not even Lee's minor appearance
can save this one. There's a quick

sceng at the but

gghs.r%ga itsastor?reghout 5
Longdick {ries to stop a girl from
gﬁ'ging and instead his dog gets

. This episode is called "I See,

+ Said the B]_i.ngllm“andthathirdhns
something to do with a bomb scare. Lee
has some dialogue in these episodes, but
mostly sits around in background shots
lookiz:ﬁ forward to his return to HK.
The episode was possibl Lee's final
appearance, By this time REEN HORNET

ts made Lee hot stuff in HK, so
s would be his final ce on
American TV. LONGSTREET

warmy]
Leafghta lelr.ldneﬁgaﬁl He takes
one thgg out with a sing ck, unfi has
a suspenseful (but short) fight with a
knife-wielding criminall This 1s my
second favorite LONGSTREET episode.
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Well let's see.

ccm_i_cbook, and way, way below,

y has a little

locks like a
for THE BIG BOSS, we actually see

There's a shot of Bruce and son Brandon working out,
Also a shot of Kato kicking some guy, and another shot out of a
John Ashley fights fire with crowbar in MAD DOCTOR

Kato and the Green Hormet

_I = _- S - s has
T peel zat Pilipino pilms are l{ %En Qops! That sentence.
ilipi 2 il at Filipino films are fairl
Filipino ac%ﬁttml meant to say ae _1 WF,’ s e

t1 T mean fe :
sy F11ipino poYies, 365 Sh3"hr S0p HERO are mistaken for Chincse,

nglish 5 : of SX
f o5 are easily dismissed, S they re U cheap, .

Enjéilr?.nuig ngaﬁglideggica]_. to the worst O Chinese films. P)ttigms: e

1T e ®fandom. there are basically two genres of flicks from hilippines:

| . the likes of Hemi ere Producti This 'quick buck'.
i }ﬁvizhgg%g{ld.inyagae n?mger,ous F?Ilo%%n% = i_g'ti.cms, fputt:.ggd m}fﬂncacgd
| actors in Filipino settings. IO, N in S movienakers like Gerald De {eon and

{ others. collabo
Eddie
The

%

chose th

hilippines

1s Emyon% s
P

t
everything
is so cheap



over there that movies are morse
affordablse to make. Subjsct matiar
usually involved horror or sleaze.

2. The more recent wave of Filipino
films of the 189808 and 1980¢s exists
10 a small cult of viewers, but will
forever remain obscure, No mora
John Ashley, no more American
coproductions, | doubt Amearicans will
ever again show interest in these
cheap movies. However, as with the
superior films of Hong Kong and
Japan, the Fili-films are attracting a
small (nearly microscopic) cult
tollowing, as occasional whities like
me venture into Filipino videostoras,
Their genrs has progressed little
since the old days, though there have
basn slight improvem ents.

I'll be including films from both
aras in this eolumn; the new and the
old. I'm doing this only bsocause I'm
a naturally curious parson, and feal
even the orudest, mos! obsaure movie
genres deearve to be discovered (for
better or worse). The rest of you oan

stay closedmindad and remain wsll
within your main interest or genra.
Thare's nothing wrong with baing
selective, just as thare's nothing
wrong with being dull and
one-dimensional,

« MAD DOCTOR OF BLOOD ISLAND
A Group IV Presentation, Produced by
Hemisphere Pictures, Inc., Written by
Rauben Candy, Dir. of Photography:
Justo Paulino, Music: Tito Arevalo,
Assoc. Producer: Beverly Miller,
Exec, Prod.: Kane Lynn, Produced
by Eddie Romero, Directed by Gerry
De Leon & Eddie Romero, CAST John
Ashley, Ange-
ligue Patty-
john, Ronald Remy, Alicia Alonzo,
Ronalde Valdez, Tita Munoz

A 18868 effort from John Ashley

facting) and Eddie Romero {pro-
L]

duced &
dirscted)
again

English,
though
filmed
in the
Philip-
pines.
It main-
taine a
cheap
look,
average
by
Filipino
stand-
ards. |
first
became
aware of
MA D
DR. OF BLOOD ISLAND when | was a
little kid, when | bought FAMOUS
MONSTERS #98 (in 1873] That's
when | bought my first FM), | tried
to read their article on MAD DR. OF
BLOOD ISLAND, but as always, FM
printed an overdone plotline,
amounting to little more than
packaged press matarial. | knew |'d
s8¢ this movie one day, but was in no
hurry, Now, in 1883 (that's 20 years
later), | tinally tound, rented &
scoffed at this Filipino fliek.

" It stars John Ashley and
Angeliguse Pettyjohn, bast
known for her role as 'Shauns*
on a STAR TREK episode, but
has also appeared in
REPOMAN, and Kitten
Natividad's
TAKING IT OFF,
one of her breas
tilme- | mean, one
of her best films. B
| met Angeliqus
Pettyjohn in
person at a sci-fi
con in 1883, and
she looked more
gorgeous and
sexiar then, than
in her esarlier _
sppearances| She was |
in great shape, so | i
can't figure out why she’
died in 1892, |'d heardd
of her death, but
nobody will say the
cause. There are
rumors of pornography
and AIDS, but what I've

heard is urrlc:lr-specula-'
tion, by word ot mouth, ¢
Regardless, her cleavage

-—ghg"

was
the
highlight
of MAD
DR. OF
BLOOD
ISLAND.

The
tilm is
typical
low
budgst
1860s
stuff.
photo-
graphy
and
editing are
terrible,
and thare
are
continuity
preblams
{the
opening
scenes on the boat are espacially
poer). The music is flavorful, the
acting & suspense are sufficient, As
for FX, the anly real affect is the
monster costume. It's affactive, just
a mask and monster hands, basically,
The creature is 8 messad up mutant,
60 the mask could be made of
anything: Makeup? Rubber? Papar
machae? Pizza topping? Thea only
other FX | recall are occasional,
severed |imbs and gore.

Thie tape starts off with a
bizarre, out-of-place opener obviously
not intended for this film; why they
added it makes as much senss ss
pinsapple and pizza. Something to
do with a bunch of tesnagers
drinking green blood. The monster in|
the rest of the film does have green

The




blood, but | fail to sas why thase Roberta

dumb kids are drinking it. | guess Collins, Pam

you had to have been a teenager or Grier, Brooke

older in the 19680s, to gst tha fassl for Mills, Pat

this scene, trying to add the then Woodel, Sid

'rebellious’ sex & drugs gimmick to Haig,

the film. | personally don't remembaer Christaine

the 1960s; that's anciant history, as Schmidtmer

far as I'm concerned. But enough on This

the old 'baby boomer' generation, I'm typical John

sick to death of having THEIR Ashley &

nostalgia shoved down my throat! Eddie

The story starts with crewmembers Romero

on & bost raaching Blood lsland. movie of the

Sheila Willard (Angelique Pettyjohn) 18708 movie

is there to find her father, a wino actually

who lives on the island, for some seems

reason explained while | was using antirely

the rastroom. Theare's this evil Amaerican, despita the Filipino satting. in all WIP films. |In this particular
scisntist on the island called Dr. All the main actresses & actors in movie, svan the warden is a
Lorca. The guy is this average Women In blue-ayed blonde with big tits.
sort of a Filipino Prison (W.I.P, for short) The leader of the prison guards
answer to the flick are Amaricans. The (yet another American) has a
doctors Jekyll & many Filipino actresses torture chamber, for torturing
Frankenstein. He | serve as background prisoners she doesn’t like. The
turnad a guy called | prisonears and prison doctor (one of the only
Ramon into a | henchguards, the meles in the film) seems rightesous,
plant-like . Americans geat all the at least worriad about all the
'Chilaraphyll dialogus, close-ups and cruslty at the prison. The film's
Monster!" The cradit, But | looked at two other males aren't corrupt
creature is BIG DOLL HOUSE not as aithar, They'rs a couple delivery
murdearing the local 8 Filipino movie, not as guys who come to the prison,
villagers. So an American one, but as occasionally doing a little

a typical WIP movia, As smuggling on the side. One ends
a fanzine writer, and as a up raped (at knife point) by a
movie buff, I've nevar prisoner, and it's thaeir delivery
been into WIP movies, truck which ie used in a climactic
However, as a male, | escape, One prisoner was married
enjoy them somewhat. to a revolutionary at some place

heroic John
Ashley, who plays
a doctor visiting
Blood Island,
decides to get to
the bottom of

things. He sneaks BIG DOLL HOUSE has, of callad the Banans Rspublie, but
into the avil course, pretty girls never mind, because she ends up
sciantist's through out in tight dying after a shoot out in the
laboratory and e clothes, there are a few jungle. In fact, only one prisoner
fights off a couple boob shote, a8 mud survivas the shootout with the
henchmen. Then he rescuess some wrestling scene, the obligatory prison guards, and she ands up
captives Dr. Lorca had hoped to shower scene, and soficore sleaze. taken back to prison. We're lead
sxparimant on. Then something . As a movie, there ars suspensefiul to
happens which sets the lab on fire, moments, and the characters are assume
and the vengeful plant-guy interesting. Not bad on the whols, that the
supposedly kills Lorca before the lab excapt for the downbeat ending. prison
explodes. But there's one of them It's a waird setting; | suppose becomes
'trick’ endings. As our heroes |eave it"s a Filipino prison, yst there are a nicer
Blood Island, & hand reaches up out dozens of American prisoners 100. place,
of the sea, and grabs the side of the The prison only accepts prisoners thanks
boat, Apperently, Lorca didn't die, who are attractive famales in their to the
he's ¢climbing onboard. That's where 20e. In the cell where the Americans noble
this movie ends, but thers have bsen are held, there's the usual conflicts, doctor's
two sequels invelving blood island. | sleaze, and harassment which occurs atforts
haven't seen them, but one o : to
supposadly starts with a burned & improve the
scared Lorca climbing onto a boat, place **
making it a very direct follow-up.
. »

DARNA

THE BI¢ DOLL HOUSE
Production Manager: Mario David,
Music: Hal Daniels, Sareenplay: Don |

Produced by
William Leary.

Spencer, Exec. Producers: Eddie Produaction

Romaro & John Ashley, Produced by Des!_;;n ar:

Jane Schatfer, Cast: Judy Brown, Benjie Da
Guzman,
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Costume Designer: Ernest Santiago,
Cinematography: Ramon Marcerling,
Sound: Rolly Ruta, Film Editor: |ke
Jarlego Jr., Music: William Cruz, :
based on MArs Ravelo's original Pinoy
comic character 'Darna’, adapted for
film by Eddis Rodriguez & Bey Vito,
Screenplay: Frank G. Rivera, Asst,
Dir.:. Bey Vite, Assoc. Prod.: Edith
Manusl, Directed by Joel Lamangan,
CAST: Nanette Msdved, Edu Manzano,
Pilar Pilapil, Tonton Gutierrez, Bing
Loyzaga, Dennis PAdilla, Atong
Redillas, Donna Cruz

At this rate, Filipino movies'
budgets just might eateh up to thosa
of Hong Kong movies in 30 years or
less| Although the Philippines have
proved that low budget filme can be
fun, DARNA js not blatantly cheap;
nor is it blatantly fun. The quality of
the film, lighting & cinematography is
quite good for Bmm (supposedly, most
Fili-films are still shot on Bmm). The
only one area where some of this
movie comes off as cheap are in a
few FX, like the comeadic snake
puppet (a8 humorous charactar),
However, many of the shots of our
flying heroine are pratty convineing,
and could be accepted in an American
or Japanese film, DARNA is far from
being a blockbuster, but it's
resourceful, never going beyond the
realistic limits of ite budget.

DARNA may not be everyone's cup
of tea, but then, | don't normally
drink tea anyway. But even though
it"e 87% in Tagalog with only a few
English sentences thrown in for good
measurs, it's still entertaining
(somewhat] through out, despite a
few dull scenes. The story is easier
to follow than a snail, and Nanette
Medved has an excsllent bodd, making
all scenes of her fun to watch if
you're male, alone in the room, and in
the mood to choka the chicken. Just
be sure to keep your frontroom drapes
closed! | forgot and was nearly
evicted. Madved's best asse! is her
285, but manages to do some tolerable
martial arts. Her form isn't bad, but
her kicks are dead slow. All the
film's stuntwork sucks. Medved isn't
the only gorgeous female in DARNA,
there are others, including some
older, European-looking actress.

- Another character is some school
teacher who gete turned into s typs
ol Aswang, which is whera the story
takes on a bit of history, Aswangs
date back to old Philippine legends,
basically their variation on the
vampire theme. Another dialect called
these flying demons 'Mananangals'
(see my review of ELIAS PANIKI in
OC#13), but what confuses me is how
the films alter the lagende.
Supposedly, Aswangs & Mananangals

were flying heads, but movies like
ELIAS PANIKI & DARNA show them as
flying upper halvesl Seems they
laave their lage & groin behind
{standing upright), while evarything
from the stomach up sprouts wings
and flies off. It later returns to its
dormant lower half and raconneacts,
once it's bitten s few necks. Another
interesting thing about this film is
Darna herself. This is the first Darna
movie |'ve seen, but it's basad on
some old Filipino comic book. | think
it"s & safe assumption that Mars
Ravela, who created the Filipino
comic series "Darna,* was very
familiar with our own *Wonder
Woman* comix.

This comedic adventure deals with
evil archeologist & playboy
Dominiqus, who, in 1800, uncoveared a
magical, demonic pendant in South
America. This is a slick littia intro, as
he and some helpers fight over the
evil jewsl in a large cave full of relics
and dinosaur skelatons. QOna explorer
gets impaled on a dino bone’'s doreal
spinel Regardless, | guess this
Dominique crook
becomes
immortal,
spending time in
Europe, adding
Europasan
witchcraft to his
other powers,
Then, in 1876, a
righteous girl in
tha Philippines
is informed by
an angel that
she'll be gifted;
changed into a
mighty
superhero. Sure
"nutf, a mataor
lands and out
comes a pill that
turns her into
super vixen'
Darnal Then |
suppose thas
slory evolves-to
the present, as
our
crimefighting
babe {now adult)
has her
inevitable
contlicts with
magical millienaire Dominique (not
aged a day). Dominique changes one
chick into a murderous Aswang, and
takes possession of & voluptuous
model called Valentina. She's
changed into a snake haired witch,
not unlike a Gorgon (the most famous
being Medusa). Dominique, his two
monsirous female recruits and dozens
of hench soldiers are up to no good,

L ]
while Darna thwarts crimes and
suicides. So the villains try to
convart Darna, but she gets rescued
by some newspaper reportars. Tha
villains frame her, she gets put in
prison, but gets released, all sorts
of stuff happens. Anyway, Darna
eventually tangles with the villains,
and onca she crushes Dominique's
South African psndant, he, his
magic and followers all dis, * *

CROCODILE JONES, 50N OF
INDIANA DUNDEE

Produced by Ragal Home
Entertainment in 1892, Distributed
by Regal Capital, Inc., Starring: Vie
Sotto, Ritchie D'Horsie, Panchito

Correct me if I'm wrong, but
isn't a parody meant to be funny?
It so, then this bewilderingly
terrible drama isn‘t a parody, but a
shameless, blatant RIP OFF of the
two American film serieses with
Harrison Ford and Paul Hogan, To
show you how much | despise
CROCODILE JONES, even |, who
normally dislikes
American movies,
found the 'Indiana
Jones' and
'Crocadnle
Dundee’ films to
be a lot more fun
than this overly
talky,
blasphemously
boring heap of
crap. Unlika othar
Asgian imitators of
the Amarican
adventures, like
Jackie Chan's
*Armour of God*®
films and the HK
stories of the
hergcic "Wisaly,”
CROCODILE
JONES remains &
thrill for Filipino
audiences only.
Nearly two solid
hours of that
incoharent
mumbling they
call Tagalog isn't
my idea of
antertainment.
This movie should
be used as punishment; criminals
should be forced to watch it, and if
they don't clean up their acts, must
watch it again, with their syslids
tapad open.

Jones is played by a horrid
Filipino comedian called Viec Sotto,
who starred in a slapstick boxer
farce called ROCKY + V (another
Filipino ripoff trying to be a spoot),
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and %

ar) and villain-

some-

what ous bandits also
bettar after the

fantasy reasurs, When
about hay finally
witches ocate the

and ftreasure in 8 cave
dragons, fwith more

called snakes, the story
OKAY KA #almost gets
EAIRY remotely

KO, nteresting. The
He's nterior cave
best sats, amazingly,
describe aren't half bad,
‘8% an Jones's and
undar i Bridge's two
nour ished} & confrontations
Steven & with their rivals
Chow & at least allow for
with a a couple gun
suntan. i shots, an
Anyway, explosion, knife
Jone's throwing &

pal is stabbing (no
Bridge t blood), and even
{played a fist fight. But
by these action
Ritchie scenes are
D'Horsis, nothing at all,

a Rene | # especially since
Requiest 86% of the movie
as - is pointless
wanna- - dialogue (to me,
be’, that is, since |l'm
though | not Filipine). The
don't only scene

know ' remotely funny is
why). ¢ at the end, when
Both " we hear the

RAIDERS OF THE LOST ARK theme

these stupid jerks enter into all sorts
of odd jobs to survive. At Jone's
father's death bed, he |sarns of
hidden treasurs in the jungles of Toro
Toro. Somehow they get a map and
talk their way through these
snake-infasted jungles. They mest
numerous tribes like ona lead by Ka
Tumbong {Panchito, who played the
Joker in ALYAS BATMAN EN ROBIN),
and later a tribe of rather unattractive
amazons. One of these native women
{who ssams strangely city-like, and
afraid of animals despite her
upbringing) joins them on theair quest.
Somewhere along the way, our heroes
ancounter
lame
slapstick
humor (i.e.
the old
'drinking
from the
creek and
discover-
ing some-
body has
pissed in
it' gag.
Hardee har
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sung with Filipine
lyrice, The movie
gets no star, but
svean THAT'S too
good for itl

GKAY KA FAIRY KO

A Regal Films Production of an
M-Zet Film, Directed by Tony Reyes
and Burt De Leon, Starring: Vie
Sotto {unfortunately)

At one point, | thought
maybea this film indicated somea
Filipinos wantad to join the rest of
the world and make watchable
movies, But nopse; they're setting
the same standards for movie
making as they do for cooking.

But it's a fantasy, and it's got
potential, There are fairies, an
empire of evil witches, a couple
scatterad FX here and there, pratty
girls, and a dragon! The dragon is
a huge prop, far fram cheap. This
creature is beautifully designed, so
why the hell did them idiots wait
until the end to show it?| Like
CROCODILE JONES, this one is an
unbearably long, talky combination
of ambarrassing comeady and boring
drama., This Vic Sotto guy is really
starting to annoy me, neither of the
two Sotto films |'ve seen offer
much, uniess you're a horny Filipino
girl, and | don't think any OC
readers ara. |f you are, and you're
attractive, I'd love to hear from
you. |If nothing elss, this fiasco is
bettar than CROCQODILE JONES; but
then, AMSTERDAM CONNECTION is
battar than CROCODILE JONES.
With crap like this, them Filipinos
will never break the international
markat., Tha only chance for these
Vic Sotto films
would be if
somebody would
somehow edit
togsthear just the
highlights of
CROCODILE

§ JONES and
OKAY KA FAIRY
KO, combining
tham into one
film, eliminating
the idiocy; then
they might have
something
remotely
waichable. The
plot you're about
to read doesn't
get very good (in my humble,
nonopinionated, noncritical,
nonbiasaed opinion. Contrary to
popular opinion, | do accept othar
people's opinions) until the lest 30
minutes of the film, when our
heroic Sotto enters the forbidden
lands of zombies, witches and
dragons. |f they'd had more of
these fine FX through out, | just
might have reacommendead this flick,




This comedy drama starts out
with a decent shootout between cops
and criminale, and things get
suspicious when the body of a shot

villain vanishes into thin airl Enter
Enteng {Vic Sotto}, who happens to
sea this and discovers the baddie was
a mamber of some hell-like cult
consisting of magical witches. Ewil
Queen Luka must meat a quota of
wicked deeds to regularly feed their
guardian dragon or loss her throne to
a sexy, younger sorceress cslled
Monyita. Meanwhile, in what |
assume is Heaven or some place down
tha streat from Haaven, the crystal
ball which serves as a communication
link to all good fairies & leprechauns
gete broken. | don't know what
significance that has in the story, but
thought | should mention it. Manyita
wins the queenship after capturing
Enteng's daughter called Aiza. The
only way to win her back is to slay
the dragon, who's blood serves as an
antidots to the possession. But
before that, Entang (Vic Sotto) wastes
over an hour in dialogue, romancs,
poor comady, and, at an alltime low,
saranades his girifriend by singing
*Unforgetiable® You mean that's a
real song?! Last tima | heard it was
in the 1870s, as part of a Camay
commercial. | never thought anybody
was so lifeless as to actually record &
release such a song. After this sappy,
mushy scene, | quickly cleansed my
system by cranking out some
Ramones, Mstallica, or anything |
could blast out from my stereo st
ultrasonic volume (even Tad Nugent
would have been welcome), By this

. monstrous villains are cool.

time in the film, | had hoped the
villains would have wasted all the
heroes. As stated bafore, the
They're
witches & goblins, living in a cave.
Fortunately, there's a spark of fun
toward the end, when Enteng takes on
a group of zombis-like knights in
shining armour. He defeats them
(bloodlassly) using @ magic chainsaw.
Once in the dragon’'s cave, he pulls a
sword from a gstone and beheads a
dog-sized allosaurus that kaeps biting
his leg. Later, he slays the dragon
while the fairies and witches battie it
out, using magical zaps, He takes the
dragon's blood to his suffering
daughtar in the hospital, but due to
exhaustion, collapsas., The jug is
broken, thare's drsgon blood
everywheare, Fortunately, the cross &
Jesus hanging on the wall cures the
girl, Why didn’t they just do that in
the beginning?l Oh wall, it's a cutse
little happy ending regardiess, except
for thoss of us who like dragons. *

AND NOW ..ths English (1991) version
of 1989% , . . .+ .

B OoKIDS
Released in English by Shina Home
Video, Produced in the Philippines by
Filmstar. Asst. Dir.: Roger
Fuentebella, Sound Supervisor:
Ruta, Film Editor:
Musical Director: Mon Del Rosario,
Production Dasigner: Malchor
Defansor, Cast: Katrin Gonzales. Rr
Herrara, Susana Lozada, Bambol Roco,
Phillip Gamboa, Dick |sreal

Hard to bselieve somebody recently
dubbed this one in English, | thought |
was the only Amarican who'd seen it.
| first discovared BIOKIDS around
1680, when i1 was brand new, in an
obeoure Filipino videostore raraly
visited by blus-eyes like myself. |
sagerly rented this Filipino variation
on Japan's BIOMAN (Tosi; 1884), and
thought | was on the varge of soma
major discovery, | enjoyed it a lot,
and understood the whole thing, even
though it wasen't in English. Yat now
it IS actually dubbed in English, you
think maybe i1s American relsasers
read my raview of ite original Filipino
varsion in OC#117 Me neither,
Regardless, being an English spsaking
American with quite an sgo, | do
prefer this new English edition aver
the old Filipino one. Now | can
undarstand svery scena, avery shor,
every line; and appreciate more of its
humor. Even in Tagalog. | understood
ite ovaerall, basic s10ry, 6inca i1s &aript
is the most predictable and simple
thing sinca the law of gravity. The
dialogue is accurately translated and
dubbed, although the occasional puns

Rolly
|ke Jarleco Jr.,

and jokes make it seam humorously
dubbed almost like WHAT'S UP
TIGER LILLY, But all this humor is
intentional, BIOKIDS is a comedy on
purpose, sven in its Filipino version.
As for the guality of theee laughs,
some are dumb, whils others are
indesd quite funny; and | should
know, I'm still the funniest person |
know.

Visually, this English version
saemes to be enhanced somewhat,
it's cleaner than the foriegn
language version at the Filipino
stores. However, it's still pretty -~

.obVious that it's shot on Bmm,; it's
kinda' dark, and the resolution
could be bettar. Despite an
adequate budget by Filipino
standards, it"'s far chasper than ite
Japanese predecesser BIOMAN.
The FX are okay, the fights and
acrobats are decant,

The story & characters are
childish, but the movie can be
enjoyed by the whole family. No,
not just whole families consisting
exclusively of B-ysar-olds. It tells
the story of a bunch of schoolkids
who befriand a mad scientist who
they call Controller, He turns them
into a group of space-age
suparheroes called Red Lion 1,
Green Dragon 2, Blue Eagle 3,
Yellow Tiger 4, and Pink Panther 6.
The only ona | don't like is the
youngest onse, Blue Eagle 3. This
annoying little twerp is too small 1o
do martial arte, 80 he ends up
goofing off through out, using the
two most stupid examples of bad
humor; Bathroom and slapstick.
Using their karats tactics, reyguns,
gymnastics, and motorised
tricycles, these Biokids battla
crime. There are plenty of tights
even before we meet the main
villain, & disiillusioned "Bozo the
clown® type. This evil clown got
tired of sntertaining little kids, and
decided to rip off BATMAN's Joker
villain. He now has his own mafia,
and a computer wiz, Using a
'Super Microchip’ they stols,
they've manufactured a group of
computer generated wrestlers
called Exxors. In one scene, one of
these siiver-skinned warriors tears
a living room apart, and slips all
over the floor. |1'te herd to tell if
this is a joke or a blooper. The
Exxors and other henchmen get
defeatad by the Biokids eventually,
but the leading clown ascapes,
though they never made a sequel
that | know of, * *
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o I time, she'd been in about 20 tunny, and Ku Feng, Huang Cheng Li
1 films, I'd thought she’d onlvy been  and other familiar faces appear

i in about seven! So I'm scrapping through out. With these many thrills,
. that article | wrote, I’ll update & MAGNIFICENT WARRIORS must sound
rewrits it later. Such an like the greatest thing since the
infarmative article on her was cavemen invented the wheel: but what
unexpected, since |'d quit reading subtracts points is the script, ar lack
| IKF since her “Rothrock At Large* of i1
. eolumn ssemead to disappesr (| The sega would appear to be about
still think that Rothrock, Ric Japanese oppression in the 1830s or
- Myers and maybe Dave Catear ‘40s, in Tibet, India, Bakersfisld or
were the only writers for IKF | some place. It sesms that the
ever bothered reading). The country’s prince, Youds (wesn't he in
article mentione “every one of the STAR WARS movies?), is .
. @reen-eyed critic with an ax to now the figure head of Japanese
agrind and an unpublished script eoldiers determined 10 harass, kill,
- under his arm predictad conquer and all that other stuff we all
Rothrock’s imminent doom,* and know the Japanese do (hell, sach time
© goes on to point out how wrang | go into a Japanese restaurant, | fear |
they are. With all the unjustitied won't get out alive), Luckily for Tibet,
criticism aimed at Rothrock, and and life in general, righteaus Chinese
this article, it really seems liks rebels lead by Michselle Kheng/Yeoh
nobaody gets slong in the film ksep sttacking them. Thank god we
" business. Another conflict | read have Chinese heroes, that's the only
sbout recently was in a back resson | can slesp pesacefully **
issue of KARATE ILLUSTRATED (or
some such magazine), frem about
two years ago, An editorial and now . . . .
- mantions some rude jerk in LA

who haseled them because they'd m AN'IHONY HOUK

rather not write about his

proposed film project. The guy INTERVIEW
} supposedly had the nerve to

S dams i show up a1 their office and 1ry 1o

L e : make thrests nobody took

N VRN - T o L
You think mavbe THIS colurn is seriouslyl Yes, each time | read about the
cbezolete already, like the rest of OC's movie busineses in LA, it never ceases to KUNG FU STAR ANTHONY HOUK, WHO
topice? This column, MODERN HEROES OF amaze me how many assholes
HONG KONG was intended to cover the there are out thers. No wonder
more recent wave of HK hits floading Cynthia Rothrock made films
theaters, trendy arthouses, and of course, way over in HEl Anyway, as
films which have become a haven for stated earlier, before | rambled
overpriced bootleggers and slesazy on endlessly about nothing in
slimeballs. When | think of “‘modern’, | particular, my Rothrock article
think of semi-fairly recently (lat’'s say has been canceled dus 1o
post-1880) made HK films normally set in misinfermation on my part, So
urban, modern HK, But at & recent trip to instead, |I'm doing a festure on a
Chinatown, | only saw one modern actioner leeser known American in HK
playing in a theater, Jackis Chan’s CITY films. Anthony Houk. But firet,
HUNTER. No John Woo, no Chow Yun Fat, a movie review,
The remainder were sesmingly endiess
ripoffs of Tsui Hark's overrated ONCE MAGNIFICENT
UPON A TIME IN CHINA movies. Is that WAHR’OHS

the new trend? A return to ‘Boxer
Rebellion’ (circa 1860s-early 1900s7)
dramae? |fso, it lacks the fun of the
1870s kung fu period films. So every new
action film is inepired by Teui Hark's filme?

D&B Films: 1988, Exscutive
Producer: Dickson Poon,
Produced by John Sham, Assoc.
Prod.: Yan T. Wong, Prod,

| hope haot. | ses no ressoh 1o critique Superv.: Linda Kuk, IChiei‘ Ernd. Manager: FIRST MET AUGUST RAGONE IN A SAN
the likes of WHAT'S UPON A TIME IN Nlnrman Chan, Starring: Michells Kheng, FRANCI|SCO NIGHTCLUB DURING A
CHINA, not when every OC-wannabe rag is quhard Ng. Yee Tung Shing, Lowell Lo, DRUNKEN BINGE, HAS APPEARED IN

. 8lteady give them the oversxposure they Chindy Lau, Tetsuya Matsui e APPROXIMATELY TEN FILMS TO DATE.
don’t deserve. |f current HK cinems is . Thanks go °".t to the Bay Area’s SO | CAST HIM IN MY AMATEUR VIDEO
bringing back the costume drama (in an Ctilnees Communiny; o1 Jor the "AGE OF DEMONS." AND LATER
inferiar mutant form of the classics of the |Mmi@rants. job compstition, or the INTERVIEWED HIM FOR O0.C, THANKS
19608 & ‘708 | might add), then eaucasian tuberculosis-ridden Chmatown, but for HK TO RAGONE FOR MAKING IT ALL
villaine like Jefferey Falcon might be out Theater w"’"‘"“‘ Fridays on ch. 28, POSSIBLE, THANKS TO ANTHONY
of business. So it OC continues, I'm going KTSF). Thilt & the only reason I hythsnd HOUK FOR TOLERATING T@ THE
to try to give coverage to the American to ?utch this typical war/action flick. not NONSENSE OF THE FILM AND THIS
martial artists who so valiantly get their unlike EASTERN CONDORS, It's INTERVIEW. THANKS TO BUTCH
sseos kicked in HK gangster films. In this fast-paced. sction packad, full of kung fu. PORTILLO FOR SHUTTING HIS MOUTH

some stunts, gunplay, a few weapons WHEN | SAID NOT TO ASK ANYMORE

issus, | had hoped to do a big articlie on
the great Cynthia Rothrock. So | did a ton
of research on her and her films, and
completed the article. Then INSIDE KUNG
FU's April 1883 edition comes along, with
an informative article & interview on har.
They even had a co;nnlela film list, proving
how misinformed my article is| At that
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dusis, and even an airplane dogfight. Ths QUESTIONS ABOUT ANTHONY S

main star is Michelle Kheng (as written in APPEARANCE IN ONE OF THEM 'NINJA
this film's credits). | generally avoid TURTLE' MOVIES, WHICH | DON'T
writing about her, because she's got too LIKEIl SO THERE!

many names, the most racent one this

week bsing Michelle Ysoh. Richard Ng

tries to add comic relia! which ie almaost




DF= Daman Faster AH= Anthany Houk

AR= August Ragone

DF: "Okay we have here Anthony Houk,
who's been in many HK action films, o
tell me: what was the first kung fu film
that you were in?"*

AH: "It was here in San Francisco and it
was called OUTLAW BROTH- oh, excuse
me: | rephraze that. it was THE DRAGON
FIGHT, and it was filmed in SF by a HK
film company.™

DF: “Wasn’t Chau Sing Chi (AKA Steven
Chow) in that?®

AH: "Yes he was, he wae- that was one of
hig uhh, first films- well, not his first tilm,
but one of his main films before he uhh,
became like a quits popular movie star in
HK. before he was even popular.*

DF [SUDDEN OUTBURST OF LAUGHTER]:
Snicker, he he. *1'm just thinking of how
funny | am*®

AH & DF clear their throsts and ge:
SBerious.

DF: "Who would vou rather bone? Nina Li
Chih or Amy Yip?*

AH: *Oh, definitely Li Chi,"

DF: "Really?! WHY??"

AH: *Well, uuuhh, from, uuhh, you know,
the umm the meadia in HK, they brought Yip
up as a lower class prostitute-typs
charscter,”

DF (GETTING EXCITED:
familiar with the type.”
AH: “Yeah, well, I'd say | would- |'d say
her body is quite attractive and Li Chih, |
believe is well educated, and very well put
together. a8 much more classic type of
woman,*

OF: "I"ve HEARD of peaple like that,
s0 what martial ar1s style have you
studied? "~

AH: “Aaah, that was Wan Hop Kwon Do, &
form of umm, a ksji kembo root, the first
kung fu style that | encountersd.*

OF: “Why is it that- uuhh, I'm skipping
around; one minute |'m talking about girls,
then movies, then martial arts. Why do
¥ou think it is that whiteboys, or rather
non-Chiness are always portrayed as the
evil scum-sucking pigs that we are?|"

AH: “That's a good one because | think
that's just their stareotype of forsigner,
it’s the Chinese chance to pick at us,
through their films, We die quick in the
films. we don't have such a good

“Oh ves, |'m

Wall,

Acting at San Francisco
City College for one year,

studied

California Academy of Gymn-
astics for three years, and
learned martial
and is a member of

studied Wushu,

San Francisco Wushu Teams.
performed in tournaments,
and Chinese New Year parades.

FILMS:
WARRIORS, DRAGON FROM RUSSIA,
NINJA TURTLES 3, GUYVER 2.

DRAGON FIGHT, OUT LAW BROTHERS,
TEENAGE MUTANT

character; for whatever ressan, ravange on
their paris, They’'ll never let us go beyond
their movie stars, so wa'rs always down
rolled.*

DF: *| guess it's tha sams way out hare,
like Bruce Lee‘'s supposed starring role in
ENTER making enough roam to give John
Saxon almost a8 much credit,. Ummm, let's
ge8e. | bet many of tham Chineses who
make fun of ue will be out here in 1887,
you just watch.”

AH: "I'm sure they will, so I'm looking
forward to that.®

DF: “Yeah, and |'ll say, "who's the evil
foreign devil now, huhl? Huh!? Hahl "
INEARLY FALLING OFF HIS CHAIR] Oops, |
think | mighta” gotten some spit on the
microphone. [DF FACES THE VIDEOCAMERA
& ITS OPERATOR, RAGONE] Can vou still
see us - | mean can you still see me
okay?"®

AR: *M-hm.*

NOTE: FOR THE NEXT COUPLE MINUTES,
DF GOOFED OFF WITH THE MICROPHONE,
PUTTING IT IN HIS MOUTH, MAKING
FUNNY NOISES. EVENTUALLY, THE
INTERVIEW RESUMED.

AH [CHUCKLING): *That‘s very uhh,
talented.”

DF: *“So vou esay the first film you were in
was DRAGON FIGHT, wasn't Ti Wei (Dick
Weiin English) in that?*

AH: "Yes he was, He was a pretty strong
character in the film.*

DF: "So being that the film was made in
San Fransissy, was that how it came
about? Did you know someans locally
involved?*®

AK: "My teacher wes assistant directar,
60 he used a lo1 of his students.*

DF: *So | guess you got phane numbers
on the set of that film, and took them to
HK with you afterwards.”

AH: "I did, but the numbers didn’t help me
when | went to HK, it was just basically do
or die once | got there, Right after
DRAGON FIGHT | took off and waited six
months before | got my next film role, |
anly had a one-way ticket. and twao
hundred dollars in my pocket. | stayed two
and a half yeaars there®

DF: ®"Not including AOD, how many
professional films WITH BUDGETS have you
done?®

AH: “Nine films: sight in HK, ons in

Taiwan, and one yp Norih, NINJA TURTLES
DF: *That's 10
filme. Since ths
Ninja Turtle
films are sort of
partially
Bl American and
partially HK,
was it your HK
connections or
U.S. eonnections
which got you
inta that?*
AH: “It was my
Amearican
connections,
thanks to an
agency up
north, Thay
pave me a call
and had me do a
demonstration
for the casting.
| wae the only
non-Asian.
You‘d think
American films

ANTHONY
HOUK

00580
TRAINING:

11/3/66
Studied

gymnastiecs at

arts, having

Has
expos,

STONEAGE

are safer to make than HK ones, but the
were some injuries on the set af NINJA
TURTLES. Like the battle field scene,
we're dodging all these horses coming at
us while fighting opponents,

There's the danger of geiting stomped an
by one of these horses, which happened,
A Quy got a broken rib & thigh.®

DF: *You said you once passed as Hong
Kongese and appeared as s good cop in
some film, Did vou speak Chinese?*

AH: ") spoke mainly English and was
dubbed, but in some scenes they needed
me to speak Chinese, so | had to learn &
few lines on the spot. That was mv only
nonbad role®

NOTE: DF WENT OFF HERE, GOOFING
AROUND AND MAKING A FOOL OF
HIMSELF, EVENTUALLY, THE INTERVIEW
RESUMED, DF HAD AUGUST RAGONE ASK
HOUK A QUESTION,

AR: “What after-shave do you use?”
DF: *"Yeah. inquiring minde want 1o know."
AH: "l use aspecial HK brand, which |'d



hoped would drive the women crazy. But it
hasn’t worked. so |'m going to change it,"
DF [ATTEMPTING A BRITISH ACCENT) *I
recommend Rancid Polecat, it keeps my
skin nice & scaly.* MORE SILLY ANTICS
FOLLOWED. THEN:

DF: “"When vou first started appearing in
action films, were you already a fan of
martial arte filme? Did vou grow up on
kung fu filme? Were Bruce Les, Jackie
Chan, or Sonny Chibs influences on you?*

AH: "lt's besen a great love, | always knew
I'd pursue thiz career; at ths age of 12,
after school my mother would take me 1o
matinees to see Bruce Lee's films. |t was
a long love for i1.*

DF: “We talked bafors that you had hung
out with Samuel Hui, and | wasn’t
recording it becsuse we ware busy walking
across the street, So if you could repsat
what you said, | mean not word for word.
but vou see, Samuel Hui has always been 3
hero of mine-~

AH: “Yeah, he's -
DF [INTERRUPTING]:
work.*

AH: “We

"I"'ve always likad his

L AH:

DF [INTERRUPTING MORE RUDELY): "So
just tell me about him.*
AH: “Well, Iset me tell you He's a really
nice guy. we worked together for two
weeks, in Moscow, Russia, for DRAGON
FROM RUSSIA. We talked on the plane, all
the way to Russia. We talked about
martial arte & different topics.”
DF: "is his English good?"”
AH: "Oh yes, he's married 1o a caucasian
lady, so he's perfected it over the years.
Many stars, including Maggie Cheung &
it : f g Mina Li Chih
speak very
good English.
Li Chih
i attended
school in San
Francisceo
and England.
They re all
very nice,
The thing
about tham
is that you
have to
approach
them and
talk to them:
10 break the
ica, but once
vou do, it's
really an sys

. |[ATTEMPTING
” : s TO IMITATE
KEENAN IVORY WAYANS IMITATING
ARSENIO HALL]: "What was the worst
injury you had, doing a film?*

AH [HE PAUSES AND THINKS ABOUT IT.
INDICATING HE GETS HURT A LOT]:
“Probably my wira stunts, falling 40 feet
from trees, Gstting pulled, landing places
that the human body doesn’t normally
bend. My neck got pulled by cables, that
saort of thing.

Cables are scary becauss vou don't know
where you ra ganna” land. |'ve had bruises.
black eyes, cable burns, but nothing
broken. My worst injury was probably here
in the U.8., getting kicked by one of the
Ninja Turtlies, he kicked me in the jaw.*

DF: *"That thing about the cables is ironic,
becsuse | attempted the same stunt in my
video HOT DOGS ON THE RUN, wrapping a
wire around me so that when | jumped out
of a tree, doing a horizontal spin, like a
ye-yo. | still have this big =scar oan my arm
from where the cable cut me. | didn't
know if | was gonna’ land en my front.
back, side. or what direction my arm would
be bending. Of courss, that was only a
nine foot fall.®

"Be it 40 feet or nine feet, it's scary:
hopefully, | won't have 1o do any rmors
wirs work. Many injuries and deaths have
occurred in the HK film industry over the
last few ysars. |'ve been bruised & kicked,
and accidently kicked others hard. It
usually happens later on, when yvou're tired
and lack precision.

The actresses take a lot beating too. even
some overseas ones like Cynthia
Raothrock.®

DF: *Uuhhmmm, of the films that you have

worked on. which one is your favorite. |
mean 12 &1t back and watch 117"

AH: "lI'd say as far as beauty &
experiencss | had were in Russia, doing
DRAGON FROM RUSSIA. It was just a
preatr story & script. and really fun and a
lot of energy in it.”

-

DF: *THAT'S what I’ve been telling
averyonel | don't know why 20 many
people don't think i1"s that good. |
praise it, | give it fi'e stars, wuhh-
well, [CLEARING HIS THROAT] Waell,
I"'m glad to see YOU agres.”

AH: “Oh | do, it had a big budger, a lot
of graat sctors & actresses, packsd
energy and excitement. It's interesting
how differsnt versions of the story
interpret the Japanese culture; their
vakuza, and how they go from HK tao
Russia, and all the sspionage |1 was
like a novel, syscatching, a great mavie.
The script was actually taken from
Japanese booke called CRYING
FREEMAN, It was nice seeing Russia in
1880 befora it changed. The athar film
was in Indonesia, STONEAGE
WARRIORS. | had more movie time, 2
bigger role, and that's the one with the
crazy wira & cabls stunts.®

DF: *| forgot what | was going 1o say,
uummm-"

AR: “You're going to ask about his
school.®

DF [CHUCKLING]:
did you go to?"™
AH: “I've trained in a few different
echools in San Francisco, mainly in

“Okay, what school

Chinatown. My main style is a actually
Wushu."
OF: “When you first started going 10 3

Chinatown martial arts school, was
there any resentment, you're not being
Chinese? | know =2 long time ago,

traditional Chinese schools didn't want
wasternars to learn their technigues.
So I'd always assumed mos1 caucasians
lsarnad from =suburban “Joe's Fish,
Chips & Karattie' tvype places.*

AH: "It's more open now,

theay need

money, that's the main issus, When |
started, it took time for them to accept
me. But now it's changing. |‘ve stuck
with one school though, and I'm still
its only non-Asian.”

[THE INTERVIEW CONTINUED FOR AT
LEAST ANOTHER HOUR, UNTIL | GOT
BORED. | STILL HAVE THE WHOLE
INTERVIEW ON VIDEOTAPE, BUT I'M
TIRED OF TYPING ALL THIS DIALOGUE,
BESIDES. MY FATEFUL MEETING WITH
ANTHONY MADE THE INTERVIEW
ITSELF OUT OF DATE. AT THE TIME
OF THE INTERVIEW. ANTHONY WAS
CONSIDERING GOING TO JAPAN. BUT
THIS VERY NIGHT, AS HE WORKED ON
MY WIDEO, *AGE OF DEMONS®, FATE
CHANGED. BECAUSE OF PEOPLE HE
MET WORKING ON THIS VIDEO, AND
CONNECTIONS MADE THAT SAME WAY.
HE ENDED UP CAST IN “THE GUYVER
2." JAPAN'S LOSS IS GUY YER'S GAIN.
HARD TO BELIEVE THAT AN
UNDERGROUND VIDEO LIKE =ACD"
COULD HAVE ANY EFFECT
WHATSOEVER ON A MAINSTREAM
HOLLYWOOD MOVIE! THE ANNOYING
IRONY IS THAT HIS APFEARANCE IN
"GUYVER 2" SCREWED UP CONTINUITY
AND SCHEDULING OF "AQDI™ OH WELL.
MONEY TALKS, *AOD" WALKS.

-



MAPPRPY QIN DEN
Starring Michael Hui, Cerie Chung, Wong
Ching

There's stupid comedy, and thare's
subtie comedy: and then there’'s HAPPY
DIN DON, which is subtle stupidity, Sure,
Cherie Chung, being female, has curves,
And surs, Michael Hui has two talentad
brothers who don't waste time in this film,
and surse, this film isn‘t worth the price of
a cheap, Korean-made, K Mart brand
videotaps. HAPPY DING DONG or whatsver
ie a ridiculous farce, inspired by a long line
of ridiculous farces like TOOTSIE. SOME
LIKE IT HOT, and an episode of THE LOVE
BOAT (the funny one, whara John Rittar
dresses as @ woman), I1's a HK comedy, as
such, maintains yet another minor action
subplot, loosely invelving evil smugaglers
|laad by Wong Ching. It be dumb. ar if |
want 10 be positive, call it goofy or
remotaly silly at best. | did, howsver,
chuckle at a fight scene where Wong Ching
hassles Hui. and in the process, they
watch some old Shaolin ve. Manchu flick
on TV and tend ta mimic the characters,
Otherwise, the flick offers a gun shoot-out
and a chase or two, But thess scenes are
microscopic in comparison 1o the vast
deseris of HK comedy (a.k.a. bad comedy).
cutesy romance, and an occasional seng.
Flicks like this make me think most HK
comedy sucks, and don’t give me any of
that "it's exotic, foreign comedy™ bullshit!
Bad gags are bad gags in any language

Don Don (Michael Hull witnessed a
mob-related shooting lead by a baldheaded
villain with a bionic pincher. Don Don also
happens 1o be @ musician so he gets a job
as part of an all-female band who's
performing on & luxury cruise ship (instead
of a train, az in SOME LIKE IT HOT. which
this film rips off 100%). The villains still
want to kill himi/her. and pursue Dan Don &
triends to Thailand or some place. They
fall in a pond, the villains get saten by
crocodiles, but not the good guys.
Because of the crocs and/or alligators, |71l
give the film a whole st1ar, Lizards are
always so cutel *

FIGHTING FIST
Directed by Sonny Chiba, in association
with the Japan Action Club., Sonny Chiba
Enterprises and Toei Co., Starring: Shoge
Shiyutani, Sibelle Hu, T
Sonny Chiba

When | first heard that Sonny Chiba &
JAC were collaborating with HK movie
makers, | was happier than a lesbo warking
at an all-girl school, But when | heard
Sybelle Hu would be in this Japanese &
Chinese coproduction, | expected little,
knowing how many pathetic flicks she's
been in. $o it you expect FIGHTING FIST
to be pathetic, you won't be disappointed,
Being the former Sonny Chiba fan that |
am. | was excited toc ses him in action
again. since | stifll haven't bothered to see
IRON EAGLE 3 (a.k.a. ACES), an American
war film, Actually, HK involvement on this
Japanese crime drama is minimal, Since
most current Japanese filme are garbage, |
had hoped that Hoeng Kengese crews would
have had more control of the script, stunts
& chorsography It's amazing how. despite
the success of John Woo & Jackis Chan
intarnationally, the Japaneze aren’t at all
influenced by their Chinese cousins. The
two countries are close to sach othear, but
only geographically. | suspect that mavbe
the Japanese aren't aware they now
produce awful films, they apparently still

watch them. Chiba is featured
prominently on the rental boxes of both
the Japanese & Chinese versions of
FIGHTING FIST, and yer, his presencs in
the film amounts to less than five minutes
totall He never appears in the same shot
with any HK stars, and does NO ACTION
whateoeverl Granted, he's too old 1o
re-lapse into his STREETFIGHTER phase,
but he doesn’'t even raise his voice in this
onme

The main Japaness hero is Sato, played
by Shogo Shiyutani, best known as one of
the heroes in CYBERCOP (see OC#14), an
snjoyable Japanese superhero series. His
JAC karate skills may suffice in half-hour
spisode kiddie programs, but he comes off
as painfully elow in this action film. Haell,
he misses one opponent by a mile in the
flick ‘s first fight, and this awful kick is
painfully abviousl During this fight, Sato
kills three mobsters, sons of triad kingpin
Jimmy Lee. So assassinfundsrcover cop
§ato returns 10 Japan, satisfied with a job
walldone. So two HK cops (Sibelle Hu, and
| think maybe Chen Hsiao Hu, but | could
be wrong) foellow him, angry that he took
the law into his own hands, Meanwhils,
Sato gets advice from actionless, aging
Sonny Chiba, in a couple pointless
dialogue shots. Villainous Jimmy Les
hires henchmen 1o chop up cop Teddy
(Chen Heiao Hu?). much to Sibelle
Hu’e regret. | must say, Teddy's
dismembered body is a cool sifect,
though too edited (those damn
ought to Covily
have boards
placed on
them, then
have heavy
rocks plac
on top).
Sato has
been framead
for Teddy's
murder, but
later, Sibells’
Hu discovers
he's
innoceant,
Then there
are some
action
scenes:
Shoot outs,
and some martial arts batties, None are
impressive: JAC hasn't done a decent fight
since the old days of DYNAMARN! Sybslis
Hu’'s presence disapears dramatically in
the laszt half hour, as Sato takes over.
defeating villaing in HK & Japan,

€ors

-

LFIGHTING FIST

AROYAL TRAMB
Presented by King's Video in 1881, Starring
Stephen Chow (AKA Chau Sing Chi)

Hong Kong’s period fantasies have
always basn crazy-ass tales of chivalry,
high flying leaps, romance and acrobats,
The ones of the 1980s sre classics for
their primitive yet influential approach,
The suparior onaes of the 18708 affered
more overdone, impossible leaps, more
sleamente of traditional drama, but with an
added ingredient: kung fu. By the 1880s,
the films ware less frequent. zince the
kung fu genre favored modernday cops &
robbar tales. Az for the 1890=, it would
appear that the period films are enjoving a
(hopsafully brisf) comeback.

star
(left) as Mars (right) in CYBERCOP.

Fueled by the pratentious work of
Tsui Hark, whe | consider aoverrated like
crazy. this new age in period fantasies
features the return of acrobatic leaps.
nidfashioned settings. lavizh sets &
costumes. But the new age of historic
filme lacks the innocence &
siraight-to-the-peint scripts of the gond
old days, replacing the traditional fun
with overly technical plots, sxcessive
dialogus, meandering, spaca-fill ar,
comedy which makes the antics of Bugs
Bunny seem quite intellactual, and the
ultimate taboo: Excruciating boredom,

No doubt trendies. art creeps and
other wannabe' cool psople will eat up
this three hour comedy/dramajifantasy,
since it so closely resembles the work o
HK trendsetter Teui Hark. Did you like 2
CHINESE GHOST STORY, SWORDSMAN,
or ONCE UPON A TIME IN CHINA? |f 20,
vou'll go crazy-ape-bonkers over this
never-ending ripaff. Hell, EVEN | got a
kick out of its occasional FX and fighte,
and by now you know | find this
revivalist genre as woarthwhile as
whacking off to an episode of MAMA'S
FAMILY, Granted, ROYAL TRAMP has a
big budget, massive production values

»

Shogo Shiyutanif

and a few breathtaking, magical fights
and/or chases, but these slements are
becoming commanplace in this new age
of derivative histaricals,

| had such hopes of Steven Chow,
after his hilaricus performances in
MAGNIFICENT SCOUNDRELS and GOD
OF GAMBLERS 3. However. in any
other farce, including this one, he's
disappointed me (not that he carss
he's never heard of met). | do think
he's better off in gambler films than
historic fantasies, sa nat aven his
silly antics can save ROYAL TRAMP,

Script? Story? l2 there such a thing
here? | don't know, | fell asleep twice.
rentad both tapes (it's an unbearably
lang tilm) and hated svery second,
except for itz few magical dusls, which
were dwarfed by tone of poinitliess
meandernng. | guess the story is sbout
guy who joins an imperial army to help
them battle an evil. magical warlord so
strong he kicks off his enemies headsl
The few battles invalve high fiving leap:
utilizing wires & pulleys,




FRACTURSND FOLLINS
Starring Chow Yun Fat, Nina Li Chi
Nobody said all HK films had to involve
action. adventure, horror, or aven
entertainment value, for that matter.
That's good, since FRACTURED FOLLIES
lacke all of these. Thie is strictly a
comedy, and a subtle, mellow slowpaced
one. This cute, dull drama was made
before Chow Yun Fat made it big in A
BETTER TOMORROW, go | take it this
boring. generally stupid movie was one of
hie many box office bombs before John
Woo made him into somebody. Even &
guest appearance by the beautiful Ninja Li
Chi (a real cock stopper, | mean, s real
heart stopperl) won‘t save FRACTURED
FOLLIES. Hell, if this romp weren't shown
on TV here, | never would have wasted two
whole houra of my life watching it. But to
be fair, it offered a couple mild chuckles,
like Chow in drag. | den’'t mean to say
that this film is 75% horrible and 25%
terrible, but Iet me put it this way:
There‘s better fun 10 be had staring a1 a
puddie of dag diarrhea while
eating/drinking chocolate pudding.
Anywey, the stery hae Chow 28 2
cabdriver who accidently injures a girl in
an accident. So he helps her family run
their market, with lacklusier, uninteresting
results,

SAVIOR OF THE SBOUL
Produced by Teamwork Production House
Ltd. in 1882, Directed by Corey Yuen &
David Lai, Starring: Anita Mui, Andy Lau.
Gloria Yip, Aaron Kwok, Kenny Bese

A bizarre, unpredictable mishmash like
this looks like it was inspired by a
Japanese comicbook, much like the
infinitely superior STORY OF RICKY, SEVEN
DRAGON PEARLS or DRAGON FROM
RUSSIA, Either that or it looks like what
might happen if you had the flu and tried
over esting while watching a dissection of
a dead, fat person. But instead, | gather
SAVIOR OF THE SOUL
to be influenced by
old sword fantasies,
but with a modern
(?) setting. It has
the sams kind of
swordplay. flying
lsaps, acrobats and
FX as in those old
costume dramas &
fantasies of
yvester-decade, but its
moderndey satting
confuses things. My
only positive
comments on this
escapistiromantic
thriller is in ite
tachnical valuas:
Lighting, artistry, FX,
photography,
choreography,
cinematography, and

praise these elements
and ignore its many
more faulte would make as much sense as
pineapple on pizza. | feel this flick is too
long. talky, and either boring or dull, which
ever of the two words has a stronger
meaning. N

This romantic comedy got off to a

3 2 pood start: The villainous martial artist

Silver Fox (Arron Kwok) uses his magical
swordplay to rescue his corrupt teacher
fram prigson, and masterfully butchers a
group of security guards in the process.
After this, the story focuses on a couple
of assassins played by Andy Lau & Anita
Mui, For sssessins, they don't do much
assassinating, just a lot of romancing.
goofing aft and being pretentious, all in
some weird city which looks like reject
sets from Inter Zone. from the movie
NAKED LUNCH., Anita Mui killed an
acquaintance of Silver Fox, 20 once or
twice, he attempts revenge. Their magical
batties are nice: full of imaginative crap
like swords, flying projectiles, sparks and
scrobats. But for every minute of action,
there's at Iesst fifteen minutes of dragoing
romance and/or drama, *

piiy

PEOPLE'S HERD
19869 Loong Hsiang film Co., Maverick
Films Ltd., Executive Producer: Wang Ying
Hsiang & John Sham. Prodcued by John
Sham. Starring: Ti Lung, Tony Leung,
Leung Kar Fai, Elaine Jin, Paul Chun,
Ronald Wong., Bowie Lam, Bane Kong.
Sabrina Ho, Hansook Ahmed

This should be a fairly easy review to
write and hopefully, it woen’t 1ake teo long.
I've got things to do today (i.e, wax my
pole, do volunteer janitering at the Home
for the Terminally Il Vietims of VD, and
throw my watch in the air 10 see 1ime fly),
and | can’t be bothered to write another
conflicting review. Some bad films
(VAMPIRE STRIKES BACK, RUN DON'T
WALK, ELIAS PANIKI, ARMOUR OF GOD,
stc.) offer a few good moments, amazingly.
thereby confusing matters, But
fortunately, PEOPLE'S HERO affears nothing
good, it's entirely awful, except for some
scenes which are terrible, The video box

showed Ti Lung holding & gun, and with a
title like PEOPLE'S HERO, | was expecting

8 crime drama. PEOPLE'S HERO is a
cheap. boring drama with practically no
action at all, tons of 2low dialogue and
offers no entertainment value (or at least,
none than entertained me; entertainment
value is in the eyse of the beholder,

THERE! You ses, I’'m trying NOT to be
opinionatedl). Thie lame melodrama
proves that OC’s tasste has resched an
alltime low, even those pathetic Filipino
cheapies | occasionally see have more
going for them than does this dull,
pointiess, PEOPLE'S HERO garbage. All
the caffeine in the world wouldn't keep
me awake if this movie is playing| By
the way, there's this ugly little actor
who plays a whimpy. whiny, epileptic
geek, He was in GOD OF GAMBLERS
end | don’t like to look at him,

Bank robbers try and rob a bank and
take hostages but & hostage (Ti Lung)
turne out to be a criminal too, g0 he
takes over and locks up the bank
robbers but gets ehot at the end when
he tries to get his bitchy girlfriend out
of prison, Zzzzz222222211.
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FULL OONTAQDT
Produced by Golden Princess @
Film Productions in 1982, ¢
relessed by Long Shang
Pictures, Cinematography:
Teddy Robin Kwen, Editer:
Tony Chow, Art Dir.: Roy
Yam, Prod. Manager: Ricky
Fung. Asst, Dir.; Ronnie Yu,
Cinamatography: Stephan
Les, Action Director: Lau Kar
Wing. CAST. Chaow Yun Fat,.
Simon Yam, Ann Bridgewater, Anthony
Wong. Bonnie Fu, Les King Sang, Frankie
Chan

Yes| Cil Ouil Hai! So desul
Indeedl Yep, high praise for this crime
drama from Ringo Lam (at Isast, | THINK
he direcied 1)l As a disillusioned John
Woo fan (possibly a FORMER Woo fan),
thie thriller couldn’t have come out at a
better time. FULL CONTACT came out
after HARDBOILED, right as Woo started
working on the Amarican actioner HARD
TARGET. So 1o me, FULL CONTACT
brings back fond memories of John
Woo's psak, schoing A BETTER
TOMORROW and THE KILLER. Woo has
apparently left the HK film scene, so
will Ringo Lam fill the gep? The new
king of HK gangster films? FULL
CONTACT is nearly one of my favorite
tilms: it'se got car chases, gunplay, knite
fights, fist fights, explosions,
melodrama, sexy scenes. a rockin’
soundtrack and a little romance. It's
actually not quite action packed, but the
story is interssting. as are the
characters,

==l
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Chow Yun Fat never looked coolsr than
in this violent story; dressed as sort of a
prunge biker, it's his ultimate anti hero.
Simon Yam plays a gay villain, but not a
stersotypical, flaming quear, The
character is no caricaturs, far less
gutrageous or flamboyant than many
real-life homosexuals. Yet when FULL
CONTACT played at some trandy “arty’
theatre in San Fransissy. queers in the
sudience were yet again offended! I'm not
homophobic, gays have their rights 100,
whather it be protesting movies or laws
against fags in the military, But they even
get uptight about a positive gay character
in FULL CONTACT?l Okay. s0 he's &
villain, but'otherwise, it's a cool charactar,
So it them gerbil killere are gonna’ whine
sbout everything. now’s my turn: |
demand heterosexual rights! | demand
special rights & priviledges faor
heteros exuals like mel | suggest that if
you can’'t take a joke, either gquit shoving
1angerines up you ass or go back in your
closets and forever hold your penisl So as
the theaire's audience finally quites down,
| notice Anthany Wong (HARDBOILED, AN
ETERNAL COMBAT) also appears in the
film, He actuaslly sseme to plsy a good
guy in FULL CONTACT,

Chow plays Jeff, a nightclub Bouncer.
who, along with his geeky friend Sam
(Anthony Wang). takes part in an armed
robbery with new partners: Judge (Simon
Yam), Virgin (a sexy slut: she turns mara
heads than a screwdriver), and Deano (who
has an exagerated,, ‘punky’ look. but is
punk in appsarance only). These three
criminals betray Jaff, farcing Sam to shoot
him. Many innocent people are killed in
the crossfire. Sam & the gang make off
with the goods, while Jeff rescues 3 dog &
burn victim from an explosian: the result
of the robbery. Jeff recovers in time to
zee how the gang has prospersd. Sam
married Jeff's ex-wife Mona (she thought
Jeff died in the shootout), an exotic srotic
dancer in a nightclub, There are plenty of
bloody scenes and squibs as Jeif and Sam
(now betraving that fudge-packer Judge)

battie the gang. They steal many of his
weapons from his secret arsenal, In one of
the climactic eshootouts, we see a visual
effect, a computer animated bullei: close
up as it reaches its target. Eventually,
Jelf shoots all the bad guys, and seems
sariously injured (but survives) by the time
he wastes Fudge., | mean Judgs **%**

THE MAGIO AMBTHYSBT
Produced by Super Powar Mation Picture
Co. in 1881, released by Entertainment
Lazer Disc & a few other companiss,
Starring Sibelle Hu, Alex Fong

It Sibelle Hu keeps sppearing in
disappointing digsappointers like this
disappointing disappointer. her caresr may
live up 10 her |ast name. People will be
saying, ‘Sibelle Wha?' This isn’t to say
that this adveniture/comedy is completsely
waorthlesa, lis got & lot of gunfights, high
bodycount, pretty giris, exotic locales, and
decent stuntwork. Its many comady
scenes aren‘t funny, Some of the gags are
fair. some gags are bad, and worst of sll,
the gage are Chinese., Chiness gags
usually make me want to gag. but THE
MAGIC AMETHYST isn’t worth the effaor1,
The romp seamed unbearably long to me.
aven with my finger on the Scan button,
The drama & comedy had my eves rolling
like greased heads down a hill, Thesse
annoying. dragging, talky scenss ars
grounds for a no star rating, Yel them
guys managed to pull through st the end,
stwfting the later hal! with John
Woo-inspired shoot "em ups. and st least a
couple kung fujfaction dusis. Maybe I°II
pive it a star after all. Who knows? If 1
viewed it with a few drunk, wisetracking
frisnds. | might have given it two stars.

Back 10 Sibells Hu., After MY LUCKY
STARS, she's never really impresssd me.
Seems she gsets top billing in a lo1 of
cheap film= (i.e. LETHAL PANTHERS. sse
OC#14) where shes makes cameos: like
maybe she charged an arm & a leg. sa they
tilmed all her shots in one day. But in this

cass, she seamed more generous: shes
probably worked on ATHEMYST for a
day and an hour.

Knowing that most of THE MAGIC
ANTHEM-whatever was filmed on
lecation in India, |'d hoped for more of
2 cultural, sthnic comparison betwean
Indians and Hong Kongians, There’s
really none of that, just endiess
chases, pointiless jokes and shootouts,
Numerous Indian actors are involved
and | wonder if any of them are movie
stars in their own native India. Indian
andf/or Middle Eastern films are rare; |
hope one day to include such ocbscure
efforts in OC. For example, any of you
seen a flick by Satyajit Ray? Not me.
And unfortunately, other than the
appearances of actors & temples,
there’'s nothing distinctly Indian about
the film; it could just as easily be set
in Taiwan, the Philippines, Baksersfield,
or on Saturn, although that might cost
too much, especially if it were filmed
on location.

Being @ widescrsen/ietterboxed sic.
videotape, the subtitles are vary
readable, making this simple plot even
simpler to follow, Sibelle Hu plays an
svil Tibetan bitch called Mrs, Hua,
who's cult-like followers, like the
brutal righthand man Leo, are after a
six handed Buddha statue. That's
weird, isn"t this the same Indian
poddass as in GOLDEN VOYAGE OF
SINBAD? I'm no histoerian {or much of
anything), but | thought it was called
something like Kali, Nope, that can’t
be right; that's a specises of dog. Oh
well, the s1atue and a magical jewel
within it can somehow |ead you (or me)
to 2 treasure beneath a similar, though
larger statue in Indis. So a Hong
Kongese couple who got their hands on
the miniature statue & jeweal, are off to
India. They join forces with a church
of Indien Buddhists. This large army of
robed Buddhists seem 1o know more
about sharp shooting and loading
machine guns than enlightenment or
reincarnation, Then Sibelle Hu's gang
of 7-11-rejects come after our heroes,
end both groups fight over the status.

= Then, for some reason, there's a

subplot: A main heroine (a Chinese
orphan raised in India, by the Indian
Buddhists, and speaks fluent Chinese
like the rest of the world) was born on
April 15, making her an important
person (Hu's cult thinks she's a
reincarnated goddess). Thay capture
her, the heroes rescue her, they locate
the big statue with the tressure, double
crossers are shot, After an enjovable
climax, many people. good and bad. be
deader than a snail in a jar of saltr, *

ORFRATION CONDOR

Produced by Golden Harvest, Raymand
Chow & Leonard Ho in 1880 & ‘81,
Directed by Jackie Chan, Prod. Supervis)
Willis Chang, Edward Tang. Script Writer
Jackie Chan & Edward Tang, Co-Dirsctor
Chan Chi Wah, Frankie Chan, Editing:
Cheung Yiu Chung. Cestume Designers:
Thomas Chong Carol Gordon, Art Dir;
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Eddie Ma, Oliver Wong. Dir. of Photog.:
Arthur Wong Ngok Tei, Production
Managers , . , . , , HK: Alice Chan, Chan
Pui Wah, Spain: Diego Sempere,
Philippines: Sammy Interno, Marocco:
Zakaria Alaoui, CAST: Jackie Chan, Do Do
Cheng, Eva Cobo, Shoko |keda

Remember all the hype for this one
back in the late 1BBO0s, up until its early
1980¢ rolesse? Evervone seemed to think
this blockbuster would bring Jackie Chan
into the international spotlight, & the
American mainstream. It was the biggest
budgeted HK film in history, for years we'd
all read it would have an intarnation al
cast. Supposedly, Jackie himself & leading
lady Do Do Cheng were the anly Hang
Kongese yvet another main character was @
Japanese actress, Shoko |keda, She was
{like the film‘s other non-Chinese) dubbed

them both mixed upl) desert, Jackie and
the three annoying bitches reach the long
sought-after hidden fortress, Then the
villaine (an old naz2i and his mercenaries)
show up. resulting in excellent battles|
The sets & propes are maseive and Jackie's
acrobats & kung fu are superb, We all
know he's in bad shape; MIRACLE proved
he'd never again do the exceptional
stuntwork of DRAGONS FOREVER or
PROJECT A. Yet for a guy pushin’ 40, his
action ie still impressive. But after the
fight, there’s some new story about an
airplane and a giant fanl There are plenty
of weird gags about the fan, interrupting
our hero's fight. | don't know what the
hell this was all about., Anyway, the base
explodes, our 4 heroes escape. The ending
had us all confused, The sets ware huge,
but the nonsense about the plane & giant

. as feminists in & stripjeint.

like BULLET IN THE HEAD snd LAST
HURRAH FOR CHIVALRY will be as rare
OC’'s
continued existence is unlikely, as is
this column, but should beth happan 1o
return, you won'it €88 many arucies on
John Weo. I'm dissilusioned with his
last few filme (but still admire him a
lot), and OC is suppose to cover
obecure stuff, not something you might
see on SISKLE & EBERT or
ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY: you've heard
of ovar exposure. right?] So here are
my obligatory John Woo filme for this
edition:

LAST HURRAMH FOR ODHIVALRY
Produced by Golden Harvest in 1878, A
Reymond Chow Presentation, Written &

Directed by John Woao, Action
Chorsographer: Feng Me Am,
CAST: Wei Pai, Li Hai Sheng, Fennie
Yuen, Chien Yuet Sun
2 The first time | watched this early
Woo actionar, | enjoyed it maore than
thie time, becauss then | was only
watching it, NOT reviewing it. This
time | actually have 1o pay atiention,
like reading them damn subtities! This
widescreen film isn‘t letterboxed, and
Golden Harvest kesps their little
swashtika on the lower left hand corner,
making them harder to rsad, But still,
despite its dislogue and some dumb
sceanes, | still love this typical costume
drama from 1978, Mavybe | should
clarity that; since to me. a true costums
drama TAKES PLACE in 18768, The
satting is medieval. therefor invelving
the usual swordplay, costumes, sets,
ponytails. honor, kung fu. ravange,
brothels, acrobats, and casino. | like
period films like this a lot; it resemblas
a Shaw film, and seems to be John
Woo's homage to onetime maovie mogule
and onetime mentor Chang Cheh. The
quelity of my print isn‘t ocutstanding.
the story has its peintless moments,
and | wasn't really even in the mood to
write this review, but this is 2
spectacular adventurel It's action
packed, and | love Chinese sword siuffl
Wei Pai. bast known as Swordsmaean
Li in KID WITH THE GOLDEN ARMS,
plays mighty martial artist, Chang.
Alnnq wnh a drunken bum/mas1er
swordsman called
Green, he's hired by
gsome rich guy called
Kao. Kao's longtime
enemy is Pai (Li Hai
Sheng), a ruthless
villain, Pai & his
followers are mean,
thay'd prabably kill
somebody just for
snoring too loud.
Regardiess, Pai's rival
Kao has befriended the
two peasant heroes
(Chang & Green),
resulting in the same
Woo-malebading which
would later maks A
BETTER TOMORROW
and THE KILLER so
successful. So thare's

in Chiness, making her look & sound very
Chinese. In shori, OPERATION CONDOR
disappointed every idiot who thought this
would make Jackis an international star, |
recall it"s opening day at a Chinatown
theatre, the |line of Americans outside the
theatre who'd never even besen ta a
Chinatown theatre befors, the promotional
campaign, the merchandise sold. The
theatre turned out to be less than half full,
Even though | knew the farce wouldn't
make Chan America’'s next Steven
Spielberg, | was anticipating an
outstanding thriller, especially after the
utter drabness of Chan's previous hunk of
crap, MR, CANTON & LADY ROSE. Needless
to say, we were yet again disappaintad.
However, | like 1o contradict myself.
Well, no, | don't; but | sometimes do. The
point ie, despite my previous cynical
paragraph, this paragraph will say its good
pointe. It has ite fun moments, and is
entertaining. So long as you don’t expect
another stuni-filled extravaganza, like
DRAGONS FOREVER or POLICE STORY 2.
you should enjoy OPERATION CONDOR. |
prefer it over its pregquel. 1B88's ARMOR
OF GOD., Now THAT was a dull filml The
first five minutes and last 30 minutes are
the only resson to watch that one, At
laast for OPERATION CONDOR, the chases,
acrobats, and other action are divided
evenly through out, far mare consistent.
So we're in the Great Star Theatrs,
expecting big fun. Sure "nuif, it starts out
much like the original, with Jackie as that
same Chinese adventurer, stealing
treasures from another African tribe, with
funny results. His escape from the
spear-wielding primitives involves some
incredible vehicles and gadgetry. like
parachutes and gliders. We were excited,
aslready we could see why this movie cast
g0 much to makse, S1ill st in Africa, the
story unfolds as Jackie goes on an
adventure 1o locate a hidden arsenal lef1
over from whatever war involved Nazi
Germany, At this point. we thought, *Give
him time. He's just warming up.® Wall,
‘warming up’ consisted of kicking guns out
of the hande of his snemies, but naver
shooting, There were occasional acrobats,
but no real fights. Fortunately, thare was
a nice car & motorcyclie chase, where Chan
parfarmad a couple great stunts. “That's
more like i1, we thought, But as Jackie
and thres famaies travel the desert.along
comes a stupid songl Who told Jackie he
could sing?! His ballad for PROJECT A
was bad enough, As for the occasional
humor. some is Iu'nnv. gome is Chinese.
It"e rather hard 10 follow, but after more
3¢uni-rv in the Arabian (or Egyptian, | get

sir-conditioner was stupid, me thinks.
Regardiees, it's @ very entertaining film, at
least, paris of it ware, ***

MODEAN HEROES OF HK'E
FINAL SEOTI/ION ON JOMN WO O)
Since this may be the |ast sdtion of
*Modern Hearoes of H. K.“, | think it's safe
to assume this is my final in-depth look at
famed Hong Kong director Wu Yu Sen
(John Woo). He's made thrilling
adventures in HK since the 1870s, but hae
finally sold out to America’s big bucks,
directing Claude Van Damn‘s HARD
TARGET. I'm not critisizing Woo for selling
out, since we all want more money (hell,
1°’d probably sell out too, if I'd had any
offers, since |'m sick of being poor). But
now John Woo is wooing the American
mainstream, he's no longer a part of
ORIENTAL CINEMA's subject matter, So
will we never again see Hong Konpese Woo
classics like Jackie Chan in HAND OF
DEATH, or Ti Lung in A BETTER
TOMORROW? Because of the Communist
threat 1o HK in 1887, many moviemakers in
HK, including Woo, have decidad to
immigrate. So if John Woo remains in
America working with the likes of Claude
Van Dumb or Steven Segal, action classics




an epic battle as our two swordsmen take
on dozens of Pai's swordsmen, including a
bizarre fightar played by Chien Yuet Sun.
The guy fights best while he's aslesp.
When |I‘'m asleep, all | fight are tormenting
dreame of my childhood, Pai sufiers a
grussome fate, though one which iz
‘practiced in San Francisco, but
racreationally (he gets stabbed up the
poop-shoot), Anyway. after Pai‘s death,
vou'd sxpect the story to end. But nal
There's yet another spactacular dusl on
the wayl Sesms Kaao i= no heral He’s no
batter than Pail Kao just wanted 1o get
his hands on a valuable Moonlight Sword,
and to defeat our two hercesl Aaah ves,
no Woo film is complete without treachary
among onetime friends| So the two good
guys gang up on that Kse dickwad, and kill
him and his henchmen Kao dies, but so
doss the drunken hero. Wei's characier
Chang sesems to survive, but not in the
best of shaps, ****

FROM RIOHES TO RAGS

A Golden Harvest Presentation in 1878,
Presented by Raymond Chow too. Lyrics:
Samuel Hui & Pater Lai, Musici Polygram
Records, Lighting: Lam Wo & Chang W ai
Yin, Cinematohrapher: Bill Wong, Asst,
Dir.. Yeung Wah, Written & Dirscted by
John Woo, CAST: Ricky Hui, Joehnny Koo, Jo
Ja Chan, Yick Kar. Tong Ching,

| guess John Woo started out with a
stupid yet brief story. too brief ta make a
whole, feature lenath movie. So they
sdded more stupidity, and nonsensical
slapstick to pad it out, Sure, this pathetic
comedy offers a chuckls or two, but that's
not good enough 10 save this completely
usmless flick. Maybe | just don’t liks cute
little romantic dramas, but since | also
hated HAPPY DIN DON. maybe it's Ricky
Hui himself | could do without. He's okay
in smaller roles, like in MR. VAMPIRE and
at least one of the PROJECT A movies, but
on his own, he's annoying. Not anly 12
this goofy caper dull, but rips off superior
flicks like Sam Hui's NAUGHTY NAUGHTY
and Steve Martin‘s THE JERK,

Despite its boredum (which is
considerable), | managed to follow the
story, if there is one. Ricky Hui is poof,
and one day, while in his kung fu class (2
brief spoof af chop sockey training. but
this is NOT a martial arts film), Iearns he's
won the lottery. He's rich now, lives

luxuriougly and romances a female or 1wo,
insults his own amployer and goes disco
dancing. Then a health problem eccurs

which gets him hospitalized. 1I'm not surs
what happens here, becauss | kept
changing the channel to GILLIGAN'S
ISLAND, A satellite had landed on the
island. and Gilligan was out caollecting
feathers, But in FROM RICHES TO RAGS, |
assurne Ricky ended up at the wrong
hospital, He's ait some bizarre mental
institutionl The murderous maniace want
1o kill himl One guy tries 10 inject him,
and another is trigger happy! Actually, |
gusss one of these culprits is an assassin.
not a manisc. |'m not sure, because by
then | was waich he_%% the
caslaways were
covered with
glue and ran
into Gilligan's
pile af
feathers., Then
the assassin is
killed in a riot
of maniscs, 20
Ricky can live
happily sver
after. Then
scientists at
NASA ses
transmitted
images of the
castaways
covered in
feathers. and :
think they re Martians

HAROBOQILED

Produced by Long Shong Pictures Ltd.,
Golden Princess Film Production Ltd.. A
Milestone Pictures Production, A John Woo
Film, Story: John Woo, Screenplay: Barry
Wong, Dir. of Photography: Wang Wing
Heng. Music: James Wong & David Wu,

Art Dir; James Leung, Josl Chona,
Costume Designers: Bruce Yu & Janet
Chun

CAST: Chow Yun Fat, Tony Leung, Teresa
Mo, Philip Chan, Cheung Jut Lam. Anthony
Wong. Bowis Lam, Tung Wai, Y. Yanemura,
Kuo Chui

Everyone mise seams to think
HARDBOILED is the greatest thing since
the wheel, and | can’t figure out whyl
Okay, sure, 11's a HK action thriller. But
why do you all consider it as good as THE
KILLER or A BETTER TOMORROW? |'ve
watched HARDBOILED at least four times,
trying to find out if | missed somethinag.
|"ve come up with two possible
conclusions;
1. The people who praise HARDBOILED are
2 bunch of degenerate gorehounds,
e|sazewads, Bootleggers & couch potatos.
They're not concerned
with interesting
characters nor compelling
=tories. Thay just want
guns & gore, Like sarlier
Woo classics.
HARBOILED has 118 share
of action and violence.
2. Bv now, mavbs it's
too late to take Woo
reviews saeriously
Everybody mlze ssems
eager to kiss his ass, 50
filme like HARDBOILED
and ONCE A THIEF get
overpraised regardiess,
simply because they'rs
Woo products. Had
somebody ejice’'s names
been an the film's
credits, the reaction
wouldn't have beaen as

F damn.

positive. John Woo could puke all aver
the sidewalk, and |'m sure these same
fans would praise that too.

Although HARDBOILED disapointed
mae. | don’'t hate it. It's an average
thriller, certainly not inferior. 11°s got
the usual excelient production values,
cinematehraphy, photography. acting,
editing, and lighting are all magnificent.
And being a Woo gangster epic. the
gunplay is superb: planty of explosions,
gory scenes, and flving bodies. But the
heraic axploite of Chow Yun Fat and
Tony Leung didn't get me cheering like
their battias in previous Woo films.
because | didn‘t care about the
charactere. Tony Leung’'s character
comes off as a coldblooded killer
toward the film's sarly half, so when
he died a1 the end, | didn't give a
| aleo thought the scenes of
Chow Yun Fat and Teresa Mo in the
affice wers pratty stupid, like when
B they sing about
flowars. My aother
minor gripe is that
the film drags on a
little too long. the
story isn't complex
enough to justify
the never ending
running time, But

{38 again. thess
complaints don‘t make it a bad film,
and | guess ite superb violence and
adventure maks i1 pretty entertaining
at timeel Don‘t |et my opinions alter
your opinions of the film, even though
I"ve liked these films longer than you.
know more about them than vou, |'ve
<aen more of them than you, and I'm
probably 2 much better person than
you.

Chow Yun Fat plays a cop who
plays 1n a jazz band. but only during
the opening credite, The character is
called Tequila. After a shoot out in a
restaurant which allows pets (every-
body in the place has brought their
pirdies along), we're introduced 10
undercover cop Tony Laung. As he
infiltrates a mob run by Johnny Waonag
(played by Antheny Wong., the apparent
half-breed from AN ETERNAL COMBAT
and FULL CONTACT), Tequils battles
them. Eventually, Tony admits 1o
Tequila that he tao is a cop. Sa they
eam up 1o locate Johnny Wong's
arsenal of explosive wespons. Wong
swns a hospital, and our two heroes
discover that's where the guns and
pombs are smuggled, under the hos-
pitall Numerous innocent patientis
are shot in the crosstire, as the good
guys and bad guys pattle it cut.

Plenty of fire, gunplay and heroics as
the hospital becomeas an infarno of
fire, gunplay and heroics, Chow
rescues a newborn baby, henchwillain
Kug Chui turns good just in time 1o
get shot dead. and Johnny Wong blows
Tony Leung's brains out, So Chow
doss likewise to Johnny Wang. Then
the movie ended, so | wrote this
review. Then |, uhh, well, | don"t know.
| haven't done it yet **1/2
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"Kaizo Ningea?" [ can’t belisve
I'm incorporating Japanese phrases into
my sveryday conversations! Am I no
better than the cartoon geeks who think
they're so cool for using Japenese
words like "mangs, " “anime,” and
"watashi wa otaku desu"? Hell, I hear
there aro even a few live action goeks
now, who pretentiously use “henshin!”
Oh well, I guess we're all goasks to
somebody, everyone defines it
differently, Maybe I shoulda’t use
"Kaizo Niangen " in this superhsro
columa’s title, even if the phrase is
widely used in Japaness superhero
programs.

Spesking of Japanese superheroces,
did aaybody bother watching last year's
programs from Toei, as mentioned in
QC#147 Firet, there's 1992's Sentai,
ZYURANGER, mentioned last issue, it
has come to America ae MIGHTY
MORPHING POWER RANGERS. This
is the firet Americanisation of a
TV-Asshi serios since 1983"s
DYNAMAN came here in 1987,
Again, the differences are drastic, |
profer it in Japanese! But sven in the
Japanese version we all watched last
year, it's just another typical superhero
team, featuring the usunl monsters,
robots, explosions, swordplay, sci-fi
stuff, and acrobats. Like ite many
predeocessors, it's flamboyaat,
outrageous, colorful, outlandish,
exciting, childish, features Machiko
Sobs as a villain and shamelessly rips
off the likes of GORANGER aand
DYNAMAN. BEach superhero team has
ite ows individual gimmick; in this
case, it's a group of heroic
robot/dinosaurs! These great props are
our five hesoes’ vehicles, which can
combine to form the sams big robot
we've been sesing in thess 'Seatai’
programs since the existence of
dinoeaurs themeelves. Also running
amok on Japaneee TV and Tokyo
amusement parke in 1992 was
EXCBEDRAFT, which was the last in
the "rescue miseion' genre. This
successful legacy ;,ovolved out of blatant
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ROBOCOP ripoffe of the 19809 like
JIBAN (see OC#7), but soon evelved
into a category all ite own, Yhese
various programe of "androide to the
rescue’ are slowly evolving buck to

Japanese superhero roote, having battles

with villaine, not just car wrecks &
burning buildinge. From what ['ve

seen, BXCBBDRAFT looks more violent §

than predecessors like SOLBRAIN or
WINSPBCTOR, there are shootouts and
even ocoaeional bloodshed. There's
some martial arte this time, and mn
obligatory guest appearance by Junichi
{Dyaa Black) Harsta. BXCBBDRAFT
lacke the far-fetched fantasy of ZYU

RANGBR, and replaces it with complex
stories which don't make sense unless
you koow a little Japaoese. | know a
little Japaness, it's amazing how short
he ie. Regardless. thoee programs are
long gone, to make way for the 1993
programe: Of course, there's the
obligatory eentai DAI-RANGEBR, but
more interestingly, we got JAN
PERSON, aleo mistranslated JUM
PBRSON. Whatever ite stupid name is,
it owes more to ROBOT KBIJI (eee
OC#14) than the defunct 'rescue
migpion’ geare. The most interesting
new geries is GRIDMAN, instriguing
becauee it'e from the Touburava

=

0

Company, who finally started maMdng
superheroes agrino becavse of
ULTRAMAN: TOWARD
THB FUTURB. Otherwise,
GRIDMAN is childish,
worthless crap about a
computer-generated
superherc (the show is a
c¢tose between TRON,
CYBBRCOP and WBIRD

¢ SCIBNCB). Teuburaya’s
American branch, Ultracom,
has produced ULTRAMAN:
THB ULTIMATE HBRO,
the firet US-made Ultraman!
There's aleo 2 new Kamen
Rider out, KAMEN RIDER
ZBTO.

For this edition of OC’'s
continuing ewperhero
section, ['ve chosen not
only a few Japanese
productione, but some rarely seen
Korean stuff too, which won't be of
interest 1o
thoee of you
who are
aarrowminded
asshol es
who won't
watch
anything not
out of Japaa,
regardless of
quality. DBut
aside from
thie columa'e !
childish




1]

cyborge from
Japan &
Korea, we'll
aleo geot a lond
of some more
adult-type
superheroes.
They'rte
Japanese
samurai TV
shows,
something |
need to watch
in the 1970e
(that'"e how I
learned to
read, thaokse to
subtitles on
programe like
HAWK OF
JUSTICB,
NHK TAIGA
DRAMA,
MITO
KOMON, &
TOYAMA NO
KINSAN).
Again, many : = %
of youw weoan't be too unenmod in the
gamurai TV shows, partially because
they lack raygune, but aleo because

A fights up the yinyasg. | left Japan
| (quite relieved, ] might add) thinking
| SILVBR KAMEN to be one hot series.

gome of you are so onedimensicnal. I
guppoee i1’s better for me that way,
otherwige, you'd be making OC,
writing whatever you damn well pleased
while ] tried to wade through it 1o get
info on showe, trying oot to be
offended.

af 26 ap:aodal. Crutad by Mamoru

£ it out agnin, and no longer find it hot;

» Senkosha
produced
before they
made the
infigitely
i superior IRON
KEING. Where
ae IRON KING
ie flashy and
adtion packed,
. SILVEBR
# KAMBEN is
technical and
s WAY, WRY
overly talky.
Where as
IRON KING ie
. lively and
comodlc. SILVBR KAMBN is slow
moving and dead serions. The stories
are techaical and full of dialogue. This
is fine if you epeak flawless Japanese,
but comes off ae ¢ dreadfnl bore
otherwise.

About the firet half of this program
features a human-sized hero, who
battles humu uud monetere., A far
. ae | ocan tell,
| each monster
| (uoually only
. one per

SILVER

KAMEN
Produced by

. Nippon Gendai
Planning &
Sonkosha from
11/28/71 10
SIZ1E0L,
broadcast oca
TBS, consisting |

Sasaki, Written by Shozo Uehara,
Directed by Akic Jiesoji,
Mueic:Masanobu Higure, Starring
Teghic Shibamoto aod Kazuya Aoyama
Bither I've got the memory of as
amnesiac on wwid, or this series’s
episodes are of variable quality, to eny
the least. | could have sworn that whea
[ wasted time in that overcrowded
pusspool called Tokyo, I'd seen several
exciting episodes of this program,
SILVBR KAMEN. Images of epic
battles of giante like those in
ULTRAMAN, plues human-pized karate

i pretty poor,
they counld
{ have learned

RIDER. Muay
| of these
lacklpster
episodes make

Now, many vears later, | finally check
' | program, they
i felt they were
losing ratioge

it'e luke warm at best. What happened?
I learned todrink (quite heavily)

aloohol while in Japan, ie this the i to TBS's
reason | found SILVER KAMEN so fua? " MIRRORMAN,
More likely, my more receatly go they decided
discovered batch of episcdes are the to change

Silver Kamen
into a giant.
Though the

1 latter episodes
1 have miniature
cities as added
: production

" walue, I otill

_ think EVEN

" THESE

episodes vary
in entertain -
ment value; some are thrilling,

woret in the series, the ones | saw in
Japan are the best.

Had | written this article in Japun,
this series might get 3 or 4 stars and a
rave review. Dut becawse I'm
reviewing some far woree spisodes, |
feel like giving it only one, or maybe
gone. 5o | guess what we have here ie
an average series, mot much better or
wotree than the rest; becavee the varying
quality of episodes balances it out.

So | guese this is what Nippon
Gendai Planning and them guye at
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THUNDERMASK

EPEERT

e
Toshio Shibamoto of GODZILLA VS.
THB SMOG MONSTER), whao, of
couree, is a member of a team of
dogooders., Their lender is played by
Kazuys Aoysma (later of GODZILLA
V8. MBECHAGODZILLA and SUN
WVULCAN). These human heroes may
lack the Science Patrol’s budgets, but
that doesn’t stop them from getting in
the way of numerous monsters &

invad ore out to cavee mayhem. In the
firen ten episcdes, the marauding
creatures were homan sized, but for the
remaining episodes (#s 11 throngh 26),
they were all much, much bigger.
That’s why on episode #11, our mighty
hero SBilver Kamen switched from 175
cemtimeters tall 1o a whopping 50
meter? high (!). *

pome dre A OXCiting as am interview
with Bd Aesmer. But, on the whole, it’s

L B ST

THUND.
ERMASK
Broacast from i
: 10/3/72 to i
H 3/27/73, e
a decent peries. Not always action Produced by
packed, but you can’t help but appland Hiromi %
the occasional brutality, so nnexpected . Froductioas,
and gotey for children's TV (although Cranted by b
its stories are intelligent to appeal to Shogo Tanaks, o
Written by

, mdulte too, remching the STAR TREK
level at times). For example, there Shozo Uehars
was one remotely interesting episode Directed by

Susumu

where Silver Kamen's helpers got

framed by an imposter. One hero threw | 088ks,
& knife, stabbing r lady (az impoeter) Music:Nidai
ia the cheet! In mnother, a woman Nakamura,
hange at the noose, Stuff too violent Starring:
even for adelt TV ia America! Kazutaka
Heroic syborg Silver Kamen has an s“fr‘:_‘“
is

aline as Kasuka Kouji (played by
article won "t

be incredibly =
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informative. The problem is that I've
only seen ome episode of
THUNDBRMABSK, and that's not much
to base this review on. However, OC
has alwaye lacked THUNDBRMA SK,
and I've always wanted to write about
it, 3O THBRB! The episcde I have is
the final one, and being the final
episode, they're more concerned with
wrappiag wp a fairly intricate plot,
rather than daxszling ve with tons of
battles. There's a flashback at the
beginning where our heroic
Thundermask takes oo his own
impersonstor. Although he won that
duel with his evil twin, he lost hie
eyesight., No matter where he looked,
he just conldn't find it. Toward the
beginning of this semi-climactic
episode, he's atincked by rooster-like
heschmen who beat up our blind hero
Koichi (Thundermask’'s human form)
and toes him dowsn a hill, while a giant
monpgter goes 0o & Godzilling rampage
through a city. It sounds good so fur,
but then the spiscde gets boring for a
few migutes (valees you're fluent in
Japraese) ae Koichi strives to regain his
evesight. Once that happens, he

triv mphantly goes back to that hill with
them bad guys, for the enjoyable grande
finnle! If all the epicodes are like this,
the show is pretty good. If most of the
episodes have more action & FX, then
the show is great!

From what I"ve seen, I'd say
THUNDBR MASK is moet similar to
SPECTRBMAN if naything. Again, a
cybernetic alien comes to Barth to
batile moneters. Aad like Spectreman
& Silver Kamen, Thuadermask can grow
giant or remain humen size. Ironically,
the rctor whoe playes Koichi bears a
resemblance 10 Sam Hui from certain
angles. The program's production
valnes are not valike those in
SPECTREMAN, but perhape a little
better. The martial arte
fighte with gange of
" heachmen are kind of
cmde (characters enjoy
rolling aronnd in the dirt),
* and the gimnt-against-
giant battles mre more
ULTRAMAN -inepired. In
~ faot, the hero ip even a
. member of a Science
. Patrol-type army. The
= gound FX were obviounsly

bought from Toho, there
are familiar noises &
growle through out.
Agnin, it"s basically a
positive review here, s0 |
' recommend this program
¢ 10 anybody who gets a
chance to pee it, * * *



ARENBO SHOGUN

ABARENBO SHOGUN 11!
Produced by Toei for TV Aeahi,
Narrator;: Oenzo Wakayama, Boglish
Subtitles: JN Productione Inc. Hawaii,
Subtitling Supervisor: Jerry Maltezo,
Video Suprvisor: Fred Harris,
Teanslation: Karen Corpuz, CAST:
Tokugawa Yoshimune: Ken
Mateudaira, Osni: Yoko Asaji,
Hanjiro: Bisakn Sato, Oyo: Tenkasa
Ito, Kosue: Reiko Takashima, Saizo:
Takavuki Godai, Tadasnke O'oda:
Tadashi Yokouchi, Magobei Tanokwra:
Biji Funakoshi

ABAREBENBO SHOGUN ie one of the
many samurai adventure TV showe from
that conntry where all them Japanese
live. Like MITO KOMON, HAWK OF
JUSTICB, & TOYAMA NO KINSAN,
this period series is a superhero
program for adults. It's specifically
similar to Swgi Rywtaro’'s TOYAMA NO
KINSAN series in that it too deals with

EDO NO GEKITO |

Ognn who secretly leaves his palace
and agsmmes an identity ae a commoner.
I've loved programe such e this since
[ wasg & little twerp, thanks to Japanese
language TV stations in my area. As I
write this, I'm actually watching
ABARBNBO SHOGUN III, since it's
the program'e 3rd season currently
broadcaet, |'ve never seen the first

two,
Matsudaira
Ken
masterfully
plays ont
heroioc shogun,
Yoshimune
Tokngawa.
He's very
chariematic and
respectful,
sometimes

; soeming
invingible. The type of reliable,
perfect person we'd all like 1o know.
Ia this way, he's the ideal folk hero,
snstoppable, non vulnerable (I've never
geen an episode where a villain injured
or even scratched him). Hie honor aleo
sdds 1o hie character. He's noble &
rightecus, although factnal history
painte a different picture of samuvraie
and shogune. My impression is that
they were actually & buach of
oppressive bullies. But this doeen’t
mean we can't fantasize in adventures
like thie! If youw get 10 see thie
program with Boglish ewbtitles like 1
did, it'e got interesting stories. Some
episodes are tragic, some are funay,
gome are cute and some are downright
stupid. Regardless, each episode
averages two swordfights, the beat
saved for the end.

Once or thrice npon & time, there
was & mighty Shogun, Yoshimune
Tokugewa. But when he heard of
treachery & corruption smong
certain samurais & warlords, rather
than send his followers to puaish
them, he'd sneak out of the castle
and do it himeelf! His secret
peasant identity ie that of Shineuke
Toksda, nicknamed *Shinean’ by the
town sfolk. He's master of the
Yagyu Shinkage style of kendo. He
hangs out in Bdo (now Tokye). and
is a buddy of the Megumi Firemen.
Another sepporting character is
Kotue, who looke like a geisha by
day, but she’s a tough minja by
night. Shinean, Kozue and fellow
nigja Saizo battle & kill the bad
guys at the end of each episcde.
The climax is alwaye the same:

The evil warlorde or yakuzas are np
to go good, uatil Shinean arrives to
gave the day. At firet they threaten
him until they recognize him me the
shogun, They cower and bow, but to
no avail. Their crimes are
unforgivable, so they sick their
swordsmen on him and his two ninja
helpers. During this excellent,
traditional duel, pitting one hero
agrinst about 30 men, the two ninja
helpers (Kozue & Saizo) arrive. Now
it"s three againet 30! Though
outnumbered, the good guye easily kill
all their corrupt enemies. When the
ghogun orders his ninjas to kill the evil

leader, he says in Japanese what sounde
like "Shame on you" in Baglish,
offering wainteaticnal humor, ***

EDO NO GEKITO

[{"The Fieree Batcles of
Ede"}

Broadcast on Fuji TV, Produce by
Toho, Co., Ltd. 1991 [?], Consisting of
26 episodes, CAST: Kusake Hajimei:
Ishibaski Shoji, Tamanchi: Tevyuguchi
Shigeru, Shinohars Michinosu ke:
Nadaka Tatevo, Oyuki: Nohira Yuki,
Hanasaki Chobel: Kobayashi Keiju,
Taki Shinpachiro: Shiba Toshio, Sakai
Kingo: Hidari Toanpei, Bto Rinpei: Chii
Takso, Kyvroku: Ono Yaeushi,
Masukichi: Morita Hiroys, Kemsanai
Izo: Temyuguchi Sigern

Another adventure series about
gamp rais, or "euperhero progman for
adults.’ Most of you superhero fans,
despite your various agee (14-45), are
quite infantile, so don’t read thie
article. The series lacks robots &
spaceshipe, #0 it's too mature for most
of you, Aayway, | firet diecovered this
typical period series on cable TV'e
International Channel, vofortnantely.
Thie station is badly organized, they're
not listed in TV Guide, there are no
programming booklete [ know of, and
their scheduling is chaotic! During
BEDO NO GBKITO's 26-episade run, |
tried to watch the whole series, but
only managed to ses four spisodes!

One week, they'd show an episcde, but
the following week, they'd show some
stupid wariety show in ite time-slot,
with no prior sotice to ite pre-emption.
So I nesume BDO wae off the air
permanently, and didn’t bother
checking out the Internstional Channel
for a while. Then, a month later, [
accidently tune in mad see they've
started showing it mgain! Bot the
following week, in its time-slot is some
stupid teenybopper sonp opera abowt
tennis players! Obwviously, this article
won't be too informative, thanks to
those moroae at the TV etation.

Thaake to ABARBNBO SHOGUN,
NHEK Taiga Drama, and of couree, BDO
NO GEKITO , 1992 was a good year
for TV samurai fans in my aresa. Both
ABARBNBO SHOGUN aad GBKITO NO
BDO aired locally (bay area) that year,
go it's hard not to compare the two.
ABARBNBO SHOGUN was far more
traditional, based loceely on history,
and gearsd toward an older crowd, and
foatures morally correct, oldfashioned
characters. Pleaty of swordplay, but
g0 blood. BDO NO GBKITO, however,
ip aimed more at young adults, and
features not only swordplay but
bloodshed mnd ocomeicaal audity
{crudely blacked owt! The infrequent
T&A shote aren’t present in the
American TV release. Agsin, thanks to
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the International Channel for ruining a
good thing), and lees of the cleanout
stnff. One hero, Hajime Knenka opealy
boasted the only reason he killed
villains was for whisky money, nesded
to pay his liguor tab! OF the two
programe, [ like both equally, Much of
the mueic in GBKITO NO BDO comes
from old 19709 samurai shows like
HAWEK OF JUSTICB. Ia fact, [ suspect
thie eeries to be from that decade too.
Shoji Ishibashi stars, aod he looke just
as young ae he did in IRON KING, an
outstanding SF series reviewed in
OC#13. So BDO muem be pretty old,
yeot Toho's copyright (Bnglish subtitles
throughout) saye "1991"! Having an
adding problem, Toho boyef!
Speaking of Toho, actor Yosuke
Natsuki (DAGORA, GHIDRAH THB
3-HBADBD MONSTBR) makes a guest
appearance in the final episcde.

Well, 1 gness it'e a familiar tale of
f team of ronan (masterless samurais)
who meet each other and join forces to
battle all comere back in Tokyo's (then
Bdo) fendal times, Our heroic, rongh
& rugged swordemen easily defeat their
enemies, even if there are three times
¢ many villaine. That's ae much of

the soript as [ conld get, thanke to them

idiots at the
Iaternaticnal
Channel, ***

THE
UREME
FILME

Since the -
mid-19809,

I've been
mware that
them Koreans
over in Korea
were making their own space-age
movies., This wae surprising, since I
wae under the impression that the entire
Korean population had immigrated to
Ceulifornin. So [ eventually ventured
into a local Korean videostore in search
of thie series called URBMB (which
means "THUNDBRHAWK"). The
Korean bitch behind the counter gave
me the dirtiest look imaginable, refused
, to speak Baglish
and wae
incredibly rude
to me. If that
cuat doesn’t like
Americane, she

Korea.
Regardless, [ saw
oo the news what
happened to that
black girl
accused of shoplifting milk in some
Korean-owned store in LA! No
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should go back 1o

superhero video is
worth getting shot in
the back of the head,
po | cantiowsly, slowly
left the store, walking
backwarde s0 as not to
lose eyesight of the
lady behind the
counter. | was very
careful not to make
a0y sudden moves.
Bwven outside the
store, | trembled, not
knowing if there was a
Korean sniper on the
roof (this was shortly
after the LA riote).
After yoars of going inte local
foreign videostores, it never ceases 1o
amaze me that minorities can be just ne
prejudiced as rednecke; and even more
hypocritical (if they don’t like whites,
they shoulda't be here), Some
immigrante remain oldfashioned nad
traditional, faithful to the country they
fled from. That's about as logionl ae
me walking arownd in a kilt, & plaving
the bagpipes becanse of my ancestry.

Philippines at any rate.

Regardlees, | gave up 0z ever seeing an
URBME film satil a Eorean [ work
with, one of the sice ones, Doojin Park
found an URBME filz iz n Koreaz
videostore. | guess he asked them morse
"politely" (meaning he asked them in
Koresn), and o0, [ viewed the 1ape
(URBMB 4, the firet one [ sgw)
religiously! I was hooked! | wason s
crusade to get the whole series, in
original pre-recorde. This has been
accomplished, thanks to Alas Westby, n
reader of mine who moved 1o Korea
(don't aek me why).

While Japaa, the fonanders of
Japroese superheroes perfected
ineptitude, them Koreans (over in
Korea) gave eci-fi herces n try! Thie
19800 film series borrows certain
elements from Japanese TV;

EAIKBTSU ZUBAT, AIZENBORG and
WVOLTRON come to mind. Aad yet,
Koreanmade URBMB movies are
Korean. Their techoiques aren’t ae
advanced ae the Japanese, but being so
close 10 Japan, they' re almoet as good.
Better than cheap superherces from the
The URBME
filme should
prove
inepirational
10 AmAteur
and/or low
budget
moviemakers,

Despite
limited
budgets,
these wild &
CIALYy movies
are full of
colorful,
outrageous
FX. They
make
repourceful
nee of
mattes,
guperimposit=
ione, double
exposures,
visuale and
force
perspective
shots
conetantly,
Maay FX are
blatantly
fake-looking,
filmed orrote
aren't
alwaye
edited out,
and
continunity
mcke like a
black hole.
But the FX
are flashy,
lively and
outrageonal



Fun abounde in eachk URBME motien
piciure. :

The cheesy (though plentiful) FX
add waintended humor, but actor Shim
Hyung Lei does not. This lame
comedinn made hig acting (badly) debut
ig thig film series. Cranted, these are
children's filme, s0 We oan’t expect
intelligent humot of my incomparable
level. But I've never met a Korean
who thought Shim Hyung Rae was
funny; but then, 1 don’t know many
4-your old, retarded Koreans. Th
amouat of e
Koreans who
are pround of
this actor i
squivalent to
the number of
hispanice who
are prond of
Paul Rodriguez,
and blacke who
are proud of
Sinbad; the
amount being
roughly two
each. Comedians like this aren’t worth
their weight in shit.

The overall format of these
adventure comedies is live action; bul
pleaty of animation i# included. Giant
robots, nearly identical to Japan's many
animated robots are an essential
ingredient. Sometimes, superimpoeed
cartoons with live actore is effective,
other times it's a¢ convincing ae &
K-Mart toupes. VOLTRON-clones
aside, other shots feature cartoons of
the actors, a cheap way 1o show & hero
flying, passage of time, or somebody
getting into a epaceship or exploring an
alien landscape. Cetting back to them
robotic Raideen-wannabe’s, don't be
focled by the shot of Maziaga & pale
on the box cover of UREMB 4. These
wellknown heroes of Japanese TV
NBVER appear in the film, and I don’t
gee how them damn Koreans can get
away with such deceitful exploitation!
Maybe they could only afford the righte
to one picture, and not the actual

Japanese TV series. The Korean robote
inferior apimation when comprred 1o
the Japanese inepirations, but later
URBMBs would

average ;

GUNDAM level. D El nﬂ
UREME »& ;

means "From the Alliance- Thunder
Hawk"] Producer: Kim Chuang Gi,
Assistant Producer: Kan Do, Script &
Bditor: Kim Chung Gi, Director: Kim
Chung Wong, Animation: Cheh Dong
Gua, Animation Aseistant: Choy Haag

in the firet few URBMB films are of
achisved

["Wei go ah seo on- Ureme"”, which
Coatinnity: Hon No & Hei San,

Ni, Apimated at Seoul Animation

Studio, Starring: Shim Hywng Rei, Kim
Jong-Ah, Relemsed on video: 4/28/88,
renning time: 90 min.

Thie tape starte off with a
commercial for SKC, a Korean brand of
videotape. Them Korean tapes are
actoally pretty bad; their magnetic
particles flake off saad damage VCR
heads! Hell, sven thess original
pre-records have an unhealthy,
sngettling rattle when I rewind them!
1'd better review these tapes &
complete this article before they
golfdestruct, taking my VCR with them.
But I didn't care, at firet! I was juat so
happy to finally have all these Korean
fantasies arovnd me! I Felt like a leach
in & bloodbank! So muyway, as [
watched thie first film in the series,
I'm wonder the impression that the
Koreans, like the Chineses, film their
movies silent and later dub them (and

B badly!). I'm afraid URBMB #1 reaches
£l new levels in stupidity, it’'e impossible
B 10t to watch this one without touching
£ vour 'Soan Forward' button at least five
* times. There's too much family etuff at

firet, 1 felt like I wae watching THE
BRADY BUNCH in Korean. These
scenes drag on forever,

The coptumes are cheap yet
colorful, and once or twice the
suepension wires (for flying people) are
clearly, unapologetically vigible! The
battles are crudely filmed, lockiag like
the photography & processing of eome
independent, 3mm quicky., Last &
certainly least, lead actor Shim Hyung
Rae is just NOT the superhero typo!
He's short, stocky, and wglier than the

rear end of a bulldog, and has more
ching than a Chiness phoge book.
Amaziogly, once he's in his red
costume, he playe his part effectively,
he's quite serious ae the heroic
Beperman. He's no martial artist;
which explaine why there's virtually no
two-fisted action in thie movie, and
very little in the remaining filme,. Bach
movie averages only about four or five
kicke total, which ie eurprising,
considering how big Tae Kwon Do is in
Korea (I"ve never known a Korean who
waen't a black belt). Seo with very
little (if any) martial arts, the battles
coneist mainly of super imposed lazer
beams. Though crude, they suffice, and
there are a lot of them through owt.
Other duels are cartoons of epaceshipse
& tobots, mixed in with the live sction
hefoes. The latter half is full of
astonishing sci-fi battles! If you just
gee these scenes, that’s about 1wo or
three stars worth of entertainment, but
again, the very beginaing is pretty
gtupid. The opening comedy does nat
deserve anything, ¢ on the whole' I'll
round the movie off to a single star.
There's only one Korean word I
know, and that's 'Korea.' That's the
asame of the copntry most of them
Koreans lived in, uatil they discovered
America. Since 'Korea' is the only
Korean word [ know, the film'e
dinlogue ie entirely alien to me. 8o
I'm guessing, but it looks like vgly
alien tramevestites are plasning world
domination. Meanwhile, jolly campers
are fooling arouad. In one ecene, &
kid's pants fall down. Is this child
pormography, or mere feeble
bpmor! Later, ao alien
spaceship, the animated 'Ureme’
crashes. A lovable buffoon (Shim
Hyung Rae) stumbles inside and
mests Dae-I111i (Kim Jong-Ab) &
gexy space babe who wears &
common aerobice leotard. Also
in the spaceship is some 0ld
wizasd, injured in a battle with
the evil invaders. Hxactly why, I
don't know, but they tura the
Korean clown into a mighty
superhero, Bepermaa! And it"e n
damn good thing toe, because
them outerspace tejects from THE
ROCKY HORROR PICTURE
SHOW are haseling Korean
gcientiets! Despite their battles
with Eeperman, they still manage
to burn down buildinge (cartoon
jets super-imposed over actual
footage of crumbling buildings,
taken from some newscas!), and
kidnap that sexy space heroine
Dae Illi (pronounced "Daily").
So Beporman, driving the
spaceship URBME is off 10 rescue
her! The enemy’s Barth Base is
located at Amtarctica or some
other place with lots of snow,
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The heroic rescue ig rich in lasers,
maybe a chase or two, and cartoon
ginnte, mixed im with shote of real
glaciers. Ureme becomes a robot, whoe
battles an alien robot, and even a gresn
moagter! Devilman, eat your heart out!
After all the evil aliens, robote &
mongters are wased, Dai I1li and
Beperman fall in love with each other.
While Dae I1li is quite d el ectable,
Beperman #till lookse like a Korean Lou
Conello, *

UREME #3

Producer: Kim Juag Gi, Script: Cahe
Dosg Gun, Starring: Sim Hyung Lei,
Video Releass: 10/11/88, 90 Mia.
Amaziogly, #2 is even worse than
the first one! Some of the FX may be n
slight improvement, but the spic battlas

[

4 i”

Tiret lll aren't mat
ie lackluster by comparison.
no animated "Transformer" ripoffe this

hed; part 2
There are

time! ['m aoc oartoon freak, but the
"Shogun Warrior" imitations of Part 1
were half the fun! Although this
inferior sequel lacke the decent fights
& destruction of the origianal, it
maigtaioe agother URBMB trait to the
full extent: Complete & utter
stupidity, Once more, the pointless
clowning around dominates, in thie case
[ dare eay it takes up half the movie,
Twice our heroic idiot rune nrovnd
trying to change into Beperman. But he
rarely succeeds, becanse there's
alwaye somebody watching him, and he
must protect his identity. This is a
ruaning gag, which appears in each
film.

Although my Korean laoguage
ability rivale my ability to smell tuaa
and oot throw up, [ gather that thie
script ien’t bad., It seems intelligently
written, and yet my Korean
correspondent recently told me them
Koreans always say "00' when he aske
if they have sci-fi filme. Obviouwsly,
they doan’t take the genre seriously,
which explaine why such talents are
wagted in cheap kiddie films like this.

The willaing thie time are three cute
little ghoete; one is blue, one is green,
and one ism’t, They look like little
kide in moneter costumes, wearing
awkward diver's flippers, causing them
to etumble when they walk. The red
one seemed to be their leader, and
they're up to no good. They go into &
morgue and revive a corpee, turning it
into a mighty warrior. They alec
activale a bunch of toye which thea
attack people. So Beperman and Dae
I11i reduce their Ureme jet dowa to the
pize of a toy. For once we ses a
3-dimenvicanl Ureme, and not just a
cartoon. It engages in battle (the mini
Ureme model) with a squad of toy
tanke. Meanowhile, at the bidding of the

three
spirit/monsters
.. the magical
zombie hae
captured
Korean
ecientiste and
imprisoned
them in a
cave. After a
battle and
brief
tearjerker
(Beperman
#ad Dae [11i
think each

other is dead), Beperman confronte the
sombie- guy. Thie is nctually the best

duel in the story, featuring martial arte
{for once!), far-fetched acrobate which
can only be accomplished with :, fanocy
editing & photography, and of coures,
more raye and beame. By mow, Dae Illi
and a little kid have rescued the
scientiste, so Beperman seeks the three
"B.T. gone bad" little devile
responsible! This fight over-does it on
the suspeneion wires. But the wires
aren’t visible, because they blurred the

wpper half of the film as a cover up,
making the shots look even worse! The

tiny three elf-demon dudes suffer
defeat, and the zombie becomes a
normal, happy human. His life
resumes. *

-

UREME 3
Producer: Kim Jung-Gi, Relensed on
video: 5/12/88, 90 min.

Slightly better than the first two,
which almost deserve two gtars each.
Once more, there's the obligatory
foolery which wastes the firet half of
the movie. Fortunately, part of that
takes place on a beach, so we see cne
of the female regulara in a bathing enit,
and a dumb scene of our equally dumb
hero getting ink squirted at him, frem
a0 octopus. The creature is a mere
cartoon, and looke like a reject from
SQUIDLBY DIDLBY. Regardless, for
better or worse, the point ie that all the
pointless stupidity ie at least amusing
thie time; oot 100% boring, [ only
veed my "Scan/Fast Forward " button
once! There's a spaceship battle at the
beginaing, but the firet live action
duel (a nice one!) doesn’t ocour until
45 minutes into the film, if played at
gormal epeed. Owerall, the mattes,
vienale and costumes are a elight
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improvement over the prequels, but
what really did it for me was the return
of cartoon robots! These Korean giants
are just ag fun as any of Japan's
‘anime’ crap, and bring back fond
memories of UFO DAI APOLON and
YUUSHA RAIDEBN (my exposnre to
'Japanimation’ became somewhat
limited once | "declared war' on
cartoon geeks back arowand 1980).

It'e hard to tell, but I guess the
actnal story etarts with an evil army of
8pACe crfeatures on eome gpace station.
The heachwomen all wear brightly
colored afroe (some are green, some
are red, some aren’t), the likes of
which | havea’t seen since ROOM 222,
I'm sorry, but the only person who ever
looked cool in a 'fro wae Bozo the
Clown. One female on board, and the
only one to have an old Bo ("10")
Derrick hairout instead of an afro, laye
an ogg and muet send it into exile.
Why? Would the monsirone commander
kill the baby alien inside it, ont of fear
of another mouth to feed? Or wounld
the egg end up hardboiled? [ don’t
know, I'm not Korean. For whatever
reason, the alien hushand & wife pond
their egg into owterspace, and it ends
up oo Barth., It hatches and the aewly
bora alien befriende a Korean kid.
Miraculously, this B.T. wannabe

masters fluent Korean immediately after g

hatching! The two tykes goof off, and
in one scene, the Korean boy actually
laughe at how emall the alien’s dick is!
I'"m seriowe, this actually happens in
the movie. Thie is the eame boy who
dropped hip pante in the firet film, and
he'es in no position to lavgh,
Regardlese, his two alien pareats left
the evil space station againet orders.
After test driving a new race oar called
'Turbo’, Beperman battles the invading
parents, If that's not rough esough for
them, they get attacked by their own
kin next, for having gone AWOL. The
father gete killed, so Beperman'e giant
robot takes on the giant robot of the
villaine, The villaine all die in their
battles with Beperman, Dae 11li aad
scientiste ia the Turbo car, not to
menticn a helicopter that looke like a
ehoe. URBME 3 ends with the youag
monster and hie beautiful, far more
human mother returning into epace, * ¥

Ozl
Ao
o

=20
UREME «
Releassd: 1/5/89, Starring: Shim Hyung
Rei

The story's begingiag aad eading

are two different worlde! The first
portion, as always, has that retard Shim
Hyuang Rae, trying to ruia the film with
his lame sxcuse for comedy. ['ve ssan
fusnier aatice in & 'beach party” movie.

There is one amusing gag though;
duoring hie obligatory traneformation
into Beperman. As always, he can't
traneform if people are watching him,
#0 he hides in a vacant bathroom and
does his post-Kamen Rider
modification, right sext to the urinals.
The Iatter half of URBMB 4 really
kicke wee though! The setes, mattes,

costumes, animation, mad other FX have

really improved, but [ see they still let
an occasional suepension wire remmin
peen, Yot thisis a fun, exciting flick,
full of action, pretty girls, cheap FX
and other dandy etuff, Though etill an
infantile comedy, it's the firs in the
series which 1'd coneider acceptable to
f U.8, audience.

are good enough, and it's colorful &
lively enough to appeal to all ages!
After all, Americans nocepted BATTLB
IN OUTBRSPACBE, STAR WARS,
STARBLAZBRS and VOLTRON, and
URBMB 4 ig all these filme combined,

but is a hell of a lot more fun,
4 ie a sci-fi lover's dream come trus,
and highly recommendable to all you
superhero nute!

Seeing an epic though obecure film
such as this, From Koren, is like having
t whole new world opened up, It'en
major discovery; 1ol many Americane
have seen this wild fantasy. It makes
me wonder how many more
undiscovered treasnres there are out
there! There's all kinds of stuff out
there, nad if more people would open
their minds, snch fun could be had by
all. Oope! Thie paragraph was meant
10 be yot aoother cynical attack on
narrowminded people who aren’t like
me and won't accept bizarre stuff like
URBMBE 4, The whole paragraph ended
Bup toopoeitive, implying there's hope.
Let me start agnin: Only an aeshole
doesn't want to see UREMBE 4!

I gneos overy URBMB film has a
ballad. But it wae never so noticeable

The production values

UREMB

& mnnoying we in this one. The song
just starte up, while characters talk!
So we never hear their goiau or
background FX, all sound just drope
out, in faver of a bunch of idiots
singing. Who'e iden was it to do thie?
He's a complete bastard, whoever he is.
The smgn begine when Beperman &
Dae [11i, ervising a nearby solar syetem
aboard the Ureme, discover the corpee
of ag aetrooant oo @ moon. The
dend man is brought to Barth, only to
come back to life i a laboratory! This
slow moving automation ip nader the
control of yet another army of epace
invad ere (no relation to the groups in
other films, each film is independent of
the rest). The invading monsters live
in an astreid which comes dangerously
cloee to Barth (about 200 ft. from the
tope of some skyscrapers!). There's
more bad sewe; the automated zombie
likes taking control of weapons and
buildings! In one scene, the gliens
briefly ganin control of Ureme iteelf.
The good news is not only have Korean
gcientieote invented another animated

" robot, but a space fleet is helping ue

tea! They're s shameless ripoff of
STARBLAZEBRS, their space vehicle
looks a lot like the Space Cruiser
Yamato. Bven their uniforme remind
me of thoee in that dama cartoon. The
aliens kidoap a ecientiet’'s daunghter.
Does every scientist have a daughter to
be kidnapped?!f Our many heroes go
off to the astroid (still orbiting some
office buildinge) for the rescue
migeion. At one point, there are three
epic battles going on at once!

"Beperman, piloting the Urems, nide the

space cruiser in wasting alien
opaceshipe & jetel Space cutie Dae [1li
controle a Transformer-type robot who
battles another cartoonimated giant!
Socientiste have infiltrated the stationary
astroid and emgage in STAR
WARS-inspired gunplay with the evil
creatures! Then the hypnotized
tombie/robot guy has a change of heart,
and sides with the humane; they rescue
the scientist’s brat. The mstroid &
aliens suffer defeat. * * ¥

NEW MACHINE:

UREME g

Story: Cheh Dong Kun, Cameraman: Be
Song Han & lng Jung Hwo, Lighting:
Bi Song Oun & Kim Sok Yung, Bditing:
Pak Jun Bih, Special FX: Chung Do
Ang, Original Story: Pak Hei Wong,
Screenplay: Chung Choi Su, Art Dir.:
Pei Chung Jun Head Dir.: Chow Mei
Wa, Music: Nam Wu San, Starring:
Shim Hywag Lei, Bi He Jia, Kim Woe
Jong

The fifth film is great stuff! It's

incredible how much FX, costumes,
mongters, miniatures, cartoons, robote
and other stuff they can cram into n
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single movie. The common rule is that
the later the film, the better the
production values. 8o I think it"e safe
to aesume URBMB 5 is the best to date,
although the fourth one is hard to beat,
Thie ie 0ot to eay URBMBE 5 is
flawless. There are minor problema,
like unsteady animation and visible
wires, once again,

My mastery of understanding
Korean (and Koreans) will never
happen, but this complex soript telle me
[ was wrong in my aesmmption that
Beperman, Ureme & Dune-Illi are aliens.
URBMB 5 seeme 10 imply that perhape
our heroes are descended from an
ancient race of advanced (?) Barthlinge!
There seem to be all these Ureme
robote in different places, they're
dormant watil needed, They all have
the symbol, the 'Thunder Hawk.' Some
new robot appears in each film. In this
one, the robot is within a giant matue
(n cheap Majin) worshipped by natives.
The primitive jungle dwellers appear
in the firet half of the tale. It peems to

take plage in India, Bangkok, Tibet, or
whatever conntry has tigers and
elephants. Whatever the counntry ie, it

all otarteo when the Ureme crash-lands
in the jongle after a dogfight with an
alien space craft. The evil invaders in
thie movie are okay, sven if their
leader hag a rotten pumpkin for o head,
and the remainder look like rejects
from LOST IN SPACB. Regardless,
Boperman'e climactic duele with these
monseters and robote are pretty dama

~ entertaining. Beperman’s motive is to
reecne the commander of that same
Yamato-ish spaceship from the previouns
movie, ***

xticH
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THIRD GENERATION,:
UREME ¢

Director: Kim Ching-Gi, Producer:
Kim Juag Gi, Blanning: Kim Jung
Bum, Script: Chae Dong-Gua, Lighting
Director: Son Yuag-Chul, Lighting: I
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Sang Yul & [ Jung Ho, Music: Nam
U-Yung, Fine Arte: Juo Ywag-Shim,
Agimation: Yun Chun-Ownk, Drawing:
Jang Hyuw Lyun, Martial Arte Director:
Kim Yun Ok, Martial antiste: Han
Myung Ho, Jung Bo Yung, Choe Wun
Suk, | Ham Lak, Aest, Dir.: Im Jong
Ho, Recorder:i Gwun Wang Le, Prod.
Dir.: Chae Chang Don, Yang Oun-Bok,
Planning: Kim Suk, Song Man Suk,
CAST: Beperman: Han Jusg Ho,
Dae-llli: Kim Jong Ah, Uppasa: Um
Yong-Soo0, Kim Yu Sa: Moon Jung
Sook, Bomi: Kim-Bo Laaa

A epectacular epic, which starte off
with a trailer for HO HANG KIL
DONG, s Korean fantasy full of FX,
rather influenced by the likes of RAI
RAI KYONSHI snd maybe even ZU,
WARRIORS OF MAGIC MOUNTAIN,
but | won’t hold that againet it. This
period comedy involves a couple
vampires; a Dracula and a Chinese
hopper! Then comes the thrilling
URBMB 61 If you like flamboy ant
adventures about robots, rayguns,
explosions, acrobate, stunte, dinoeanre
and martial arte, you jnet might lnet
after this exciting thriller] 1did! Asl

watch some of the great fun in URBMB

6, n gripe comes 10 mind. [ know maay
American fane of Jap. superheroes.
The likes of Ultraman & Kamen Rider
are indeed woaderful, but I cra't
understand why some narrowminded
fans won't watch a film vnless it's
Japanese. So if you'd sever watch
URBMB 6 because it's Korean, not
Japanese, eat shit and die. You're no
better than an anime freak. OTet with
it! Jap. superheroes are old news.
URBMB 6 and other new Korean filme
offer a refreshing change ne they alter
and re-shuffle the traditional elements,
you onedimensionrl, boring old farte!
The woval snimated ginnie abound,
ap do the mmny enper-impositions,
visuale and mattes, But the setes,
especially for a low budget film, are
beavtiful. And them robot miniatures!
Blectric or wind-up toye [ saw in toy
stores a while back., Be it Tonka or
Mattel, these robotic dinosanre make
effective minimures! The ocorsicnal

sound FX from CAMBRA VS,
BARUGON add vaintended humer. As
mumbled at the beginning of this
paragraph, there are robotic cartoons
up the mes, and the uenal post-Terry
Gilliam FX too.

They got some new actor playing
Beperman. What happened to the old
gey is anyone's guess. Somehow this
new guy doesn’t irritate me like the
original jerk, of the other five filme,
Regardless, he follows the soript,
playing the same gtupid character
played by Shim Hywung Rei previously.
Though equally etupid, he's taller &
thinner than hies pred ecesser, and fits in
the superhero costume better. He
fights a little better too. One funay
scene has him go into & restroom to
traneform into Beperman. Strangely,
there are females coming out of the
stalle, and yet there are alec vrinale in
the room. [ guess Korea has coed
restrooms. Regardlese, the scene is
amuping because the girle who exit the
toilet stalle get scared to see this guy in
funny poeitions, facing their stalls like
some pervert, There are additional
characters & comediane as filler,

almost funay at times.

The movie was produced back in
990, I don't think they've made one
nce then. | hope they continve, it
owld be a shame if the series ended
hen it had gotten up to this fun level!

‘More URBMBs, please!

More alien invaders; in this case,

ftwo rival groups have chosen & Korean
iforest as their battlegrovad. The

ood" side sende an wgly, monstrous
arrior to Barth. It'e mctually their
eantiful princess in disguise, She

| nesmmes thie monstrones form whenever
| ghe battles the space and roide, The

androide are after a little glowing ball,
which summons & controle one of the
many mechanical cartoone in thie tale.
Beperman and Dae-Ille agree to help the
princess, so she uees her magic to
enhance their combat capability.
They're given thie armor plating which
reminds me of thoee in CYBBRCOP or
CAPT. POWEBR & THE SOLDIBRS OF
THB FUTURB. Their final battle with
the villaine takes place on some alien
planet, which, ne you kaow, invelves an
abundance of colorful FX and robots of
all shapes & pizen! ***

ATTENTION! SUPERHERO
FANS! WANT TO INCREASE
YOUR COLLECTION OF VIDEO=
TAPES? CANT OLT EINQUGH
KAMEIN RIDER, SPACE SHIRIFFS,
SORANGERS, ete.? Want te

trade videotapes? So doee Chan-
ning Smith. Channing Smith,

PO Box 7894, Tocoma, WA 98407-

0394 enclose an SASE o
assure a quick response]



BRUCE
LEE'S
CLONES

Starring
BRUCE Ll -
MICHAEL DANNA
Fradures by GERMAN VALDER
Birersrd iy, GEORGE HO

f /| DRAGON AND LEE.

* TOMMY LEE + ANDREW SAGE gtk

they're not warth the paper | print OC on. s0
| won't review them. Theee are horrendous
atrocities lilke BPIAITE OF BRAUCE LEE, FURY
OF THE DRAGOM [(festuring & pleture of Bruce
trom ENTERA on movie posters or videoe].
REVENGE OF FIST OF FURY. MEAN MAM LEE.
ROCKY LEE. BAUCE AL|I, BRUCE I8 LOOSE.
BAUCE AND THE KUNG FU GIALE, BAUCE LEE
FIGHTE BACK FROM THE GRAVE, and BRUCE,
These are sepecielly
missinformative end deceltful. since they
don't even have Bruce Lee Impersonatorel
Buch io the cose with BOUL OF BRUCE LEE.
reviewed laet lssue, There have alec been
Bruce Lee parodies, Illke THE DRAGON LIVES
AGAIN. Gamo Hung's ENTER THE FAT
DRAGON, and the moet weilknown: the
hllarious American setire, FIET FULL OF YEN,
trom KENTUCKYFRIED MOVIE. However,

Contrary to thes opinions of people | don't
Ilke, thare are some movies 0 bad that svan
I. the eweam| of cheesy schlock. won't
critlaue. Guppoesedly. many of the woret
tiime In existence afe the “Bruce Les ripofte”
which came out Immediately after Les’e
death. and kept being produced untll sbout
1879. No doubt theses cheep flime were
made by conmen sager to make s buck off
Lee‘s name. alithough he hed nothing to do
with these stinkers (how could ha? He wae
B-1ast under!). Ironically, Linda Lee settiod
out of court with four fiim companiee over
the dapiction of family members In two flime
(DRAGON DIES HARD & BRUCE LEE. SUPER
DRAGON). in 1876. In order to make these
sxploitive filme, mertial artlete who looked &
fought Hke Bruce Lee were in demand. Ho
Chung Teo (born In 1962), the best of the
bunch. and the only one to have even a
vague resambiance to Bruce Lees. wae glven
the stage name LI Sheo Lung (a vsriation on
Lee's Chiness name). and In the UG he's
called Bruce L|. He studied boxing. jude &
karate after high echool, and spent two yeare
at the Talwan Provinciael Drama College. In
the sarly 1970s,. he becams & stuntmen. and
amazingly. got the lead role In 19727
CONSGPIRACY. just one vyear before Bruce
Lee's deathl Bo once Bruce Lee died. Ho
Chung Teoc became Bruce LI and hie career
finally grew. There were actually two
different Bruce Lle. the lesser known one
being the Vietnameees Nguyen Ly, slea called
‘Jimbo Lea'. who wae supposadly In an
American fiim called REVENGE OF THE
CRAGOMN. The second moet wellknown of the
Les mimickers wae Bruce Le. AKA Huang Kin
Lung. Bruce Le mede hle debut two whole
yearw after Bruce L|. slthough he was a bit
player In sarly 19700 Ghaw fiims. Le's firet
real sppearance was In the sci-fl hero eple
INFRAMAMN (Bhaw Bros.. 1975), whers he
co'starred slongeide Danny Lee (ister of THE
KILLER). Bruce Le had been an sxtra.
contract sctor & background actor In
numarous Shew Broe. flime, Bruce Le (AKA
Huang Kin-lung) s & native of Thalland who'd
studied kung fu In Burma. Le wes dumped by
the Ghawas In 1877, and formed his own
company. Dragon Flims. and wae datermined
to f1ll the gap left by Bruece LI (LI, by thie
time. wae outgrowing hie ‘Bruce Lee clone’
phase). Eventually. gven Bruce Le desired
more original roles. so he moved on, and in
ceme Dragon Lee, aka Bruce Lel, Little |s
known about this Korean tes kwon do stylist,

By this time,. sctor Leung Glu Liang began
calling himesif Bruce Llang & Bruce Leung,
Additiansl mockers included names llke
Bronson Lee. Conmen Lee. Jeguer Les, Bruce
Ly. and In more recent years, Jot LI. With
oll these fighters hoping to be the new Bruce
Les. 11ime with words llke "Bruce." "Bruce
Lee.® "Enter.” end "Cennection® became
mere common then fudgepackere In a salon,
In their own tacky. campy waye. theee flime
cen be codles of funl Like | pointed out
earller. some of these flicka ars oo bad,

Bruce LI end the boye at lesst tried to keep
Bruce Lea’s memory alive. Imitation le tha
sincerast form of flattery. What ever
happened to these Bruce Lee wannables?
Well. | assume they became ocbeclete once
the Bruce Lee craze died In the late 1970e.
to make wey for the 1980s wave of HK
gangeter flime. Thelr careeres dwindled.
aslthough Bruce Le made an attempts to raturn
to stardom In the 1980e. In various war
sndior action flime yourll soon read about.
In faet. | hear the Lee Imitators were nover
thaet big In HK. they were more wellknown In
the U, 6, and Bouth Americal Regardiess,
now for reviews of Lee Imitstor flims. in
slphabetical order (almost]l 1've never bsen
good et siphebatizing). 1‘Il cram in ss many
of these as | have time for.

BLACK SPOT- ruce Le's 1980 comeback,
meant to ravive a career which had sagped
like the tite of s 100-yesr-old Dolly Partonl
He wao better off In hiepid 1870e Bruce
Les-wannabe phess. than in thie typlecal.
modern HK actioner. derivative of John
wiop'n & Jackle Chan's superior flimae.
There’s on-location fliming In France. Heng
Kong. Thalland and the Golden Triangle.
whatever THAT ls. BLACK SPOT has the
same decent production valuse of recent HK
filme (way sbove hie "70s chop sockey). but
there are faulte & continuity flaws
throughout. Yet It's nice to see Le back in
action. His tighting skill hesn’t deteriorated.
but It's amezing how old he loockel He's
wirtuslly unrscognizable. | saw BLACK GPOT
In Chinese. from & Chinese store. But
thers‘s poesibly an English dub avalieble,
since It has many caucesiane. it's poseblly o
HK/U.6. co-production. The firet haif of
BLACK SPOT looke llke a typical HK gangete
flim. with cheses.
recsptures,. sscspes.
gunplay. martisl srte.
dull dislogue, and urben
setting. Le playe & very
fortunate Chinaman.
working 2e the only male
st 8 ‘kung fu heasith epa.’
full of white models.
mostly blonds. From
there. this far-fetched.
unrealletic story becomes
kind of Ilke & war film
(EAGTEAN CONDORE and
BULLET IN THE HEAD
coms to mind) as Le
(pleying "Wong Lung) Is forced by mobeters to
go smugg@le drugs, In one scene. he fights &
huge. barbaric guy In the ring. an excuse for
more gore. Tha tradition of bebes & blood
continues as he doele with mobeters (Lo Lieh
& Chisng Tao In cemeon) Iin HK, untll he ends
up In some oppresssd Thel village. Lots of
insightful inguiries and social stetements as
Le discovers a pltiful village where aven the
ehildren’s lively hood is besed on the growing
& menufacturing of cpium. Then an army of
soidlere & Interpole agente, lesd by 2 sexy
blonde who can't sct for shit arrives, and it's

8 big. exploeive shootout between the two
groupe. Le doss & few more kicks until he's
shot desd by one of his own comredes who'se
gone trigger heppy. * * "

BLIND FIST OF BRUCE- The only blind
thing about this lame Bruce LI chop sockeyer
le the writer. A guick steal from BNAKEFIET
FIGHTER and EAGLE'S BHADOW, with Eimon
Yuan sgain playing & drunken bum who
eventusily teaches kung fu to the hero Tin
Lung (Bruce Li). The only mejor twiet ls that
Yuen's character le blind. sort of # kung fu
Zeto lchl. He wee biinded by s master of
snake technigue. who somehow sctuslly uees
8 type of blinding venom. much like & cobra.
Bruce LI pleyes @ banker who lesrns kung fu
from two bogue teachers. These fake
technigues are no match for Chiang Teo's
geng. who conguer the bank and the whole
village. 6o efter Yuen tesches Li in the
usual dull, post-Jackis Chan training scenss,
the two get their revenge sgainst Chiang Tao
and hie followers, ®

BRONBON LEE, CHAMPION- A lupane s
karate film, making sven the worst Benny Chiba
movis look goed! It stars Tedeshi Yamashite,
scme time after his sppeasances in American
filmas like ENTER THE DRAGON snd JUDGE
DEE & THE MONABSTERY MURDERS. The
original Jupanese version ba s mothing to do with
Bruoe Les or Charles Bromson, so ignore thia
moronic titlel There's really nothing good sbout
this unk of erp, except maybe ite music. The
fights are protty bad, its attempts at sericms
drams are laughs ble, but the somedy isn't.
thing starts off rather like s Chimess film;
Yamashits performs kerate st the opening oredits,
much like Jackie in BAGLE'S BHADOW. Later,
s karate scboal tears down a rival sehocl's sign
to start trembls. But the similarities ead there.
The humorous oo-bere is atapid, silly at bast, but
pever fumny. Lesd hero Tadashi Yamashita may
do well npsisting Chiba in la st inms's BOUL OF
PRUCH LEE, but on his own, be jurt dossa't cut
itl Aad if sll thess complaints mabtract this
film's rating down to one star, them its comstant
boredom sliminstes that ome star. The story is of
Eronson Les (Tadeski Yamashits), who wane reised
in Ohio, which they present ss aa old western
town, like inm & vowboy movie. He's dubbed in s
touthern sccent, snd goes to Japin to snter a
karate tournament. Among the martial artiste
invelved, he meets Busuki Misafumi (old guy
from BTREARTFIGHTER). He alic mesis
sumerous martisl srtists from el over the world,
sttending this fourmment. After some woexoiting
bouts in the ring, his hippis friend gets shot by

The

mobsters. Beems the mobeters are infiltreting the
g tournument.
During cane

of Bronson
Lee's
battles
agrninmt
them
yaluzas, he
geote
blinded. o
he has s
life saving
fla shbaok to
when be
was s kid;
his father

(s Zato Iohi wanmabe) tesches him how to denl
with swords while blindfolded. Bo ima valley
near oliffs, though sightless, he defestsn villsia
weing kicks, punches snd maybe & swerd or two.

BRUCE AND SHAOLIN KUNG FU-
Herole Ching Lung (Bruce Le) ls from Ching
Wy Gym, snd thers’'s o "Bruce’ In the fiim’s
titls. Otherwise. this action packed war
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story haen’t s thing to do with Bruce Lee,
Thie e & thrilling adventure, & fun cheap
sockeyer from the late 1970s. Bruce Le
Imitstes both Lee and Jacklie Chan In thie
tale of Japeness oppression in Bhanghsl &
Korea. The Jepaneee charecters have
cheracter davelopment & depth. although the
dubbing pronounces thees warriors
‘samyerall® At timees. this thriller gets
vaguely cultursl. simoet sducetional.
Gtorywies. Bruce Lo kicke serioue ses sgainet
Jap soldiers & martial artiete played by
Chisng Teo & Yang Gze. to avenge the death
of hie brother & tesacher {Chen Bing). and
countiess Chinese victime of Japanese
occupation of Chins. After Le lesrnse tae
kwon do In Korea, he wastes more Jap
bsetarde until they gun him down, like In
FIBT OF FURY. Highlighte include o cetchy
though stupid dieco theme song ("Seveni
Geven! Buper seven®), s sexy Koresan babe.
and of coures, fighte, eworde & mcrobatel
"2

BRUCE: D-DAY AT MACAO- migm
then. brother: nothing at sll to do with Bruce
Lee. But still. Bruce Liang (Lieng Bhau Lung})
leade a band of young plickpockets to ald g
detective (Wong Yuen) sround wartime.
sgsinet more of them goddamn Japaness
eples. samurais and besetarde. Chou LI Chung
(the worid"s goekiset ncrobat) le typecset ae
glways. and so are the other familiar faces.

Listen then. the fighte sre great. the story & o

comody are the same old etuff, » *

BRUCE LEE, HIS LAST DAYS- whether
you know thie depressing love story ae |
LOVE YOU BRUCE LEE or BAUCE LEE: HIS
LASGT DAYS & NIGHTS, this ie Betty Ting
Pel’s veoreslon of Lee’s fate. The sctress. and
Bruce Lea's controvereiel lover. co-wrote and
starred In It. playing hereself. It*e definately
more sbout Betty Ting Pel than Bruce Les.
It's her effort to make ue feel sorry for her.
The movie telle of her difficulties in being an
sctress. and how everyone in HK abused her.
Maybe thie is all trus, or maybs she
exsggersted It. Produced In 1876, It seems
fairly faithful to the many Bruce booke I've
read, except that Betty Ting Pel downplays
her succese. | know ehe wase In other fiime.
like some 198600 fiim called THE BRAIN
BTEALERG. and of courese. Bam Hul'e
NAUGHTY NAUGHTY. which she asiso made In
1976. Guppoeedly. she sppeared in movies up
until about 1983, when she retired and
devoted heresif to Buddhiem (supposediy
living the life of &8 nun. which | doubt).
Ageln. Just rumore. As s HK movie. I17e
pretty typical: a gambling ecens. David
Cesseidy clothes, sexusl harsesment. and

more “but etill®s than Arabe In s 7-11.
Interesting to note thaet it's the Bhaw Bros.
only Bruce Lee ripoff. so ite budget Ie
elightly higher than the averege flicke of
Bruce Li & the boye. Filmed just two ysars
sfter Lee's desth. it's intriguing to watch.
simowst informative. But coneidering all the
shit Betty Ting Pel want through (l.e.
lawseulte Involving HK tabloide), It‘e no
surprise that the flick |s opinionated, asimo et
8 cover-up. Ghew actor LI Heul Helen, who'd
Ister appear in THE BAVAGE FIVE. INFRAMAN
and GOLIATHON, playe Bruce Les. How
Ironic that he didn’t get his Englieh neme.
Danny Lee. untll the 1980el Had he been
called Danny Les In 1876, he might have
been typecast, Instemsd, he survived, and
continues to act untll thie day (by now
you've sll eeen him In THE KILLER), Denny
Leoe fighte well. but not llke Lee ot ail: It'e
obviously Bhaw-training stuff. not Jest kuns
do. Don't sek me why. but a couple of the
flim's tighte were later spliced Into
DYNAMO. sven though Danny Lee and Brucs
Li look mothing alike. Gtorywiss, BAUCE LEE.
HIE LABT DAYS |le a flashback. ae Betty Ting
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Pel tells @ beartender about all the abuse
she's gotten In the flim Industry, end how
Lee wae her guiding llght. He helped her.
end best up rude malee & forelgn devile when
shes got harassed. Ehe was an asepiring
actress at the mercy of gresdy, sexiet.
exploitive moviemekers who eaw her as & sex
object. Thet's becsuse they all want to hsve
BEX with her. and she OBJECTs. During the
course of the film. we eee her in maybe &
couple of sexy outfite. but there's
supposedly an uncut verslon out there where
ehe shows It all. | lack that vereion,
unfortunetely. Les pete Golden Harvest to
sgres to give Ting Pal the leading female role
In GAME OF DEATH. In reality, Lee AND
Aeymond Chow went to her spartment to
have her slgn the ¢contract. and Chow left at
7:30. Lews stayed to teke & nap (supposediy),
after complaining of a hesdache. He never
awoks. Yet this flim telle It differently, se
though to cover up certain detalle of the
infameus night of July 20. 1873. Lee errives
ot the spertment slone, telling her sha's got
the part in GAME OF DEATH. They get ready
for & high clase party, and Lee goees Into pain
and fainte on her bed. After the flashback.
she gete sttecked by angry Lee fane lead by
Chien Yust Bun. They think she killed Lee,
80 the bartender beate tham up. Upon seslng
the completed flim. Betty Ting Pel regretted
har Involvemsent snd refused to Join the
Jopeness publicity tour of the film. On the

whole. the fllck ls dumb. It's Interesting
e et o ) v

BRUCE LFE IN NEW GUINEA. oniy s
complete moron. llke the types who listen to
Michael Bolton. could be foolsd into thinking
thore“s really s Brucs Les In this flim.
There's nothing Lee sbout It. Ignore the
exploitiye. Insccurate title. and get resdy for
an actien packed. fast-paced. mucho funno.

Jungle adventurel Bruce LI givee It hie all in
this thriller: kicking. blocking. punching snd
doing his own gymnostice. There are et leaet
five "but stili®e. revenge, sexual herassment.
e training ecene. snd yvet this is not your
typleal kung fu ferce. Ll pleyes Wan LI
Cheng. en enthropologiet who vieite o
primitive Isiand with fellow explorer Chin ek
(guy from THUNDERKICK),. who later gets
shot to death by evil whities In eeerch of the
snake pearl, Another brief. supporting
character ls Cheng (Chung Lik). & gresdy
Chineman slec sfter the pearl. but he gets
kilted by an evil wizerd (Chen Ging) leading

the enske tribe. Gpesking of which, LI would
rather poke the tribs's sexy. kindhearted
princess (who hae high hesles deesplite her
tribe’s primitivity) thad his female cousin,
much to his parante’ dismay (Iinbreeding used
to be the ‘in thing’ until Chinese realized
why #0 many of them have bad teath),
Regardisss. Bruce Ll and the gorgecus
princess do the old 'in out.” resulting In &
child who's In danger. thanke to the evil
snake wizerd, his epelle and enake kung fu.
The princese. celled Lankawe |e protected by
e man In & gorllle sult meant to be & resl -
gorille. but LI is still needed. to kill the usual
willsins: Chen Ging. Yang Bze. and LI Hal
Gheng. " " 1/2

BRUCE LEE BECRET- seversl times,

Bruce Li"e character le referred to as “"Les.*
or "Bruce.” but they never come right out
and call him Bruce Les. Thet’e good.
because thie ellly. goofy romp hae little or
nothing to do with Bruce Lee (sxcept for
Loe"s resi-life rivairy with a Chinese who
didn’t want him teaching kung fu to
non-Chinsss). The remalnder of BRUCE LEE
BECRET le o typical revenge chop sockeyer.
and @ painfully naive. simpleminded one.
They say "Right™ a few times. villains slam
down a8 rivsl school‘s sign. snd Wel Ping Ao
is typecsaet se silwayes. The most stupid
thinge are ths ceucasian villainel Whers do
they get such ugly whitiee?! Some of them
dubbed In the moet bewlideringly stupid
volces Imegineble. From start
to finish. thie ls an
unintentlonal comedy but the
bigogeet |sughe srs toward the
beglnning. Though cheep &
stupid. It's & fun flilm about
oppressed immigrante Iin 1870
Chinstewn. Bruce Ll pleses off
some thuge In & restsurent. sc
from then on they keep sending
mors thugs to hassie him.
Carter Wang & other members
. of his kung fu school. Later In
_ the fiim LI devslops the

. technigue ‘Chie Chun Deo." e
verietion on Jeet Kune Do
From that point on. LI mimics
Lee ae he tokes on the evil
Americen karatekss, The film
would be better without the
snnoying little kid. = ¥

BRUCE LEE, THE
INVINGIBLE- Betiove 1t or

not. there's some historicsal
sccurgcy In thise one. Mertial
ertiet Ho Yuan-chla

. (1862-1901) wae 8 real parson
from sround Heung Fel Hung'e
. time. He‘s played by Chen Sing
- In thie tilm, though called Fok.
the Cantonese pronunciastion. Thie sction
farce and BRUCE LEE IN NEW GUINEA were
poesibly produced st the same time. they're
both quite elmiler. Both festure: Jungle
adventures, native tribee. cheap gorlliae.
excelient kung fu. fun gelore. beautiful
females, Insccurate titles since they've
nothing to do with Bruce Lee. revenge. rape
sttempte. and performances by Bruce Li.
Chen Bing and Chung LIk (saka Chang LIk &
Cheng Li). Chen Hul Min plays the villain.
and bock Inthe 1970s. he wae one helluve
fighter! Bince he batties It out with Bruce LI
and Chen Ging. the betties sre grest. It‘e
the tale of Ghaolin disciples In the early
1990s (I think). therse’s even s flashback
about Dahmo. the indlen founder of Ghaolin.
Qur heroee (LI. Chen Ging) venture to
Malayels to take care of Chen Hul Min‘e
character. thelr former student. now gone
bead. 'With the help of tunny-looking natives,
the viliain hee kidnapped & gorgeous
Mealayelan girl who would rather marry her
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own cousin. Bo the cousin {Chung Lik), alee
8 Gheolin guy. elong with Chen Ging and LI
attack all the baddies. who (of course) run &
crocksd gambling casino. Later on. for
added fun. our heroes sven tight a couple of
ridiculously cheap gorllilasl Anywsy, It sll
snde after the chick ls rescued. and the main
villain le coptured (I don’t recall any deathe).
e 2 X

BRUCE LEE, THE LEGEND- Tha
advertisemaent calle thie Lee biogrephy
“priceless.” and “gripping.™ They forgot to
sy “sxcellent.™ "informetive.” or
*outstandingl®™ Thie Incredibie documantary
le gl of them. s muet wee for svery Bruce
Les fanaticl A 1384 effort from Golden
Harvest. it'es beautifully edited. and snswers
8 lot of questions. Among other things. it
saye Bruce's mother Grace was half German|
Other little known facte come Into light,
thenke to rare Interviews with Nors Miao.
Chuck Norris. Betty Ting Pel. Slu Hong Hung
{one of Bruce’s teacheres). Aeymond Chow.
Bruce’'s American ert teacher (who shows
some Incredible artwork Bruce did In
Besttie). and there's footage of Gamo Hung
at Golden Harvest. | wae Impressed with the
Nors Miso interview. not only did she leok
her best. but speaks parfect English. There
are plenty of fighte from Bruce's five kung fu
movies. showing his best & fastest kicks:
always spectaculer, though seen befors,
Other non-Les fiime ere shown too. to prove
pointe raised In neration: we ses cllpe from
ZU, WARRIORE OF MAGIC MOUNTAIN,
WARRIORE TWO. WINNERGS & S5INNERS. and
even @ Zato Ichi film| Eerly Les footage
shows him ae & kid with his father Les Hol
Chen In MY BON AH CHEUNG. and sdditional
clips from BOYS ON THE GTREET &
THUNDEARGSTORM. Agein. no shote from THE
DELINQUENT. which looke liks the most
Interssting of Lee’s early films. Other rare
footage inciudes Bruce’s scresntest.
LONGSTREET. young Brandon playing with
friends In & living room. and footsge of Liang
Chis Jen. “ang In 6ik. Dsnny Inosanto. and
Tee Ho Jol working out. Tee Ho Jol. for the
record. io the Keresn hspkido master Lee
flghte in GAME OF DEATH (thanke to this
tiim for finally identifying the guyl}
Gpoaking of GAME. we finally get to ses
Les‘s outtakesl It's so strange to ses mors
rare footage of him. It eseme new! And my
god, these fighte show how good GAME
could have been. hed it followed his script!
There ere shots of Lee. James Tien and some
other guy bettling Danny Inosanto and Tae
He Joll Two teams of fighters battiing It
out. and yet the inferior. completed GAME
eliminates all the HK co-stars. in faver of
non-martial arts American ectors who ruined
the 11lm (some of them are Interviewed too).
These rare shots of Les. Jamss Tien. and Tse
Ho Jol mede me freek outl How much other
Lee fiim Is out there to be discovered? The
nerator also discueses the Immitators used In
GAME. and we see Samo Hung cosching Kim
Tas Jeung behind-the-ecenes. on how to act
ke Lee.

There's some rare outtakes from ENTER.
Ilke Lee inostructing Han's daughter on how to
judo toes John Saxon, Bo Bruce dies bafors
EMTER's complietion. but the movie dossn’t
end there. Here's the most complete footage
of the funerel we'll ever seel More shots of
Ehih Kien. Tony Liu. Nancy Kwen. George
Lezenby & Mora Misc peying their last
respects. plus Linda‘s srrivel with Raymond
Chow, The camera sven followe the Les
family from the funeral to the sirport. and
thers’s & disturbing scens with Brandon. He
looks confused & nervous. and beginning to
resemble the ili-fated Brandon of hie adult
yYesrs ‘e gven see & hear Linda spesk on
ths plans. mere hours after the HK funeral
Ghe requestes the HK press let Bruce be
remembered for his accomplishments and not

sccuse people of killing him, Then comes the
second funeral & burlel, In Gesttis, sttanded
by James Coburn. Jim Kelly & Bteve
McQueen. 'YWe see Leo’s corpee sgaln. from g
different angle then In all them other fiims.
This footsgs s depressing yst fascinating.
t'e taken from whet looke llke homs movis
footage. But the movie isn‘t over yet.
there’'s footege from s couple Betty Ting Pel
movies, and a brief discuselon of Lee
Immitstores. But the final fight le of Jackle
Chan. showlng him as the one who rose
sbove all the Lee exploitation flime of the
late 1870e. But the ending credits offar
more glimpees of unused shote of Lee In
GAME. Thinge go wrong. Lee laughe and
looks st the camera. It shows the real Les.

not scting. but heving fun Inbetween takes.
TEREN

BRUCE LEE; THE MAN, THE MYTH-
Although the Bruce Lee “life stories’ have no
maeterpleces. | guees thie Bruce LI farce le
the best. The script iea more simpis than a
1ot grade math test for Gpecisl Children. it"e
basic & to the point. yet mansges to be as
falthtul to Lee‘s life s any movie s likely to
@et. The aonly problem besides its utter
simplicity. |s ite many flghts. These
conetant challenges and repitition are great
for an ordinsry kung fu movis, but gets in
the way of the truth, destracting from whet
could heve been an accurete bilogresphy. The
production values. Ilke the photogrephy.
music. dubking. cinematpography and editing
are pretty bed. But | #tlll sesmed to anjoy It.
At the beginning. Lee/Ll Is brisfly taught by
Yip Man. played by Yip Man‘e resl son. Yip
Chun. Then he's Immediately off to teach
kung fu st SBeattie University. where hie class
le challenged by & kar echocl. Ailthough
Lee recelved challenges his whole life, such
fights lssted mere seconds. In this case, the
fight is the
usual *Japanese
karate ve.
Chiness kung
fu.® Invaliving
revenge &
honor. 6o lster,
Les s grested
by a familler
Chinsee actor
(usually a
background
henchman. like
in FIET OF
FURY) In Ban
Francleco's
Chinetown.
where he brietly
confronts s local
kung fu expert.
Like In BRUCE
LEE BECRET and
DAAGOMN: THE
BRAUCE LEE
BTORY. the riwal
didn‘t want Lee
tesching kung fu
to non-Chinese,
Later. we sse L|
in & Kato outfit;
8 very cheap
one. Implying
this ie the time
period where ha
mads GREEN j E ;
HORNET. There  Starring: SuriiGian | o

are no challenges In this scene. not until he
goes to Thalland to tilm BIG BOBE. | must
say. they did well. st re-cresting that flim's
lce factory. looks ke meny of the sctual
ectors from Lee's movie. Behind the scenss
Les suppossdly beats up & gang of Thel
boxers. Llike the film's many other fights.
It's outetanding. Bruce Li is incredibiel This
duel Is espacially Impressive becouse LI takes

BRUCE, KUNG FU GIRLS

on genuine Thal boxers of Bangkok. not mars
Hong Kongewee extras. Laeter. LI le challenged
by Itelian mobsters in Adme, and they fight
among Romen rulne. Then comes more stupid
dialogue (the tiim le full of It) and et one
point. Mere playes & conetruction worker
haseled by @ jogaer. who wae aslso In RETURN
OF THE DRAGON. Thie ls & stupid fight, just
space filler. Unicern Chan makes 8 cameo
ot one point. some time before Li works on
ENTER THE DAAGON. The eet le decent, the
American flim crew, keratekas and flage are
decent replicas from ENTER. We all know
there were Jesious stuntmen and beckground
extree who challenged Lee while making
ENTER. Bo naturelly. It gave the flimmakere
an opportunity to add another fight Invailving
LI Hal 6heng. Which bringe ue to Lee's fate.
We see him at home. with a Lindae
Les-lock-alike playing her part well. Also
sccurate le the actress playing Betty Ting
Pel. But LI aske her sbout her husbandl
Huaband? They're obviously changing the
truth herel The relationship seems Innocent
In this tiim. Innocent but brief. all bscause
of 8 hesdache. a plll, end a dead guy In bed.
Then comes even more footage of Bruce's HK
funeral, and two rumore sre speculsted.
sbout Lee'e fate:

1. Wae Lee ambushed by swordemen one
night? Did he actually die on the sidewalk?
Or wae thie a last-diteh offort to throw in
another pointieess fight?

2, Les len’t really dead| It's & hoax. hell
be back In 1983 .ten years after hie desth. |
firet saw thiefiim in 1978, and hoped he‘d
return, 6o.In 1983, | looked sround. so slgn
of him.

It ende at Les's grave In Seottie, |
wislted thet greve. and there's & diffsrant
plecture an It. ‘Why they taped o different
shot over It le beyond me. The sctual
plcture on the grave has him wearing
sunglasees. In BAUCE LEE, THE MAN THE
MYTH. they heve some
shot of him In & suit &
tie, HEN

BRUCE LEE, WE

MIBE YOU- 11's very
f 19700, all the meless
wear the ugliest shirte

£ Imaginablel | wonder It
. such attirs will come
back In etyle. After all.
lame trandiee are again
sporting eldeburne,
gootees,. bearde and
mustaches (whatever |t
takee to be ‘cool’.

¢ Yeah, right) so anything
is possible. But ss o
film. BAUCE LEE WE
MIEE YOU len‘t horrible.
but it‘s far from bsing

i one of Bruce Li'e best,

: LI did more than just act
i In this one. he directed.
wrote and produced It.
Thet‘s why In most
filme. he sticke to what
he's good at: Fighting.
The best fight hae LI
dusling with Bhaolin
monke towerd the
beginning. There are
numeroue fighte of
couree. and although
they're not poor,. they‘re
not ae thrilling es other
Instead. unintended humor

Bruce LI afforte.
le the highlight. like Li‘e ridiculous aver
acting in & scene where he playe Bruce Les

dying In Betty Ting Pel's apartment. The
story. though vague. wouid seem to be
looeely based on speculations on Bruce Les's
roal-life death. It'e never proven that
mobeters really killed him. but this bersly
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sdequate film hinte st It {though & few
namees are changed, Betty Ting Pal la callied
Betty Chin,. and Jset Kune Do le pronounced
difterently). Bruce Ll playe & Les fan.
devesteted by news of Lee‘s death, He gete
drunk one night and dreame sbout Bruce
Leea"e ghost. Leter. he thwarts some sexual
harsssment in & club. gaining him & new
girifiriend (Betty Chin) end new snemies: The
same mobetere. colncidently. who killed Lesl
The villaine think Bruce LI s Bruce Lee.
fearing they felled to kill him (tor not Joining
their mob). 6o Ll defends himeelf & Les's
honor by singlehandedly defeating them all,
though It could heve been done better. * 1/2

BRUCE LE’'S GREATEST REVENGE- 1
this really s Le's grestest ravenpe. |'d hate
te see hies woretl Though logically &
coherently written. this is one of the most
typlcal & predictable in a genrs of alrsady
typicsl & predictable flime. Gcene by scene.
It's simost 8 complete remeke of FIGT OF
FURY. with Bruce battling unbelisvably
barber ic Japaneess who polsoned his tescher,
Le doee Lee kisle {ecreame) through out, and
thera's the ueual honor & dishonar BE
Involving eigne (Le destroye an anti-Chinese
eign. and the Jepanese echool’s eign). The
only scenss not mocking FIST ars st the
beginning. when Le attempte Jackie Chan's
EAGLE'SE BHADOW, The
remainder le pretty common
& average repetition.
treating ve like Idiote
(which | got ueed to. very
early in thie whole article).
| elmoet don’t want to
@ive It & star, but since the
tights of Bruce Le. Ysng
{"Bolo’) Gze and Ku Feng
are fun. and becauss all
the heroes sctusily suryive
the climactic duel. what
the heli?l ®

BRUCE STRIKES
BACK- Bruce Le’e iset
Qaep se 8 Lee immitator.
but this Iate 1870e thriller |
represente the upcoming Le g
of the 1880e. Flimed on -
locstion in Rome & Perle, It ."
otherwise hae typically : :
cheap HK production
values, Muelc from ENTER
& James Bond flime,
despite an over sbundance
of upbest dleco through
out. Lote of great kung fu. end curveceous
babss galors. tittie sction aboundel In s
drugged female orgy ecene. | beat off to &
cioee of a girl licking what sppeare to be
ample femeale breaste. When the shot zooms
out. the bressts turned out to be those of
¥Yang Gzel | inetently became diegueted. and
softer than Charmin. Gcript has Le se an
ex-mobseter. stlll heesled by Itallan mobeters
becsues he resigned. He aleo muet rescus
eome gale who've been kidnepped & drupged
by thet same matfie. This invoives bsttiing
not only Yang Bze. but a Chinese Goldfinger
(combining ENTER‘e Han and Bond‘s Oddjob).
Italiane. ninjoe and & climectic duel with
Hueng Cheng LI, It“e set ot the Roman
Colissum. and shemelessly rips off RETURN
OF THE DAAGON. But the whole movie ls big
fun. they even heve snimation af the villain‘e
x-ray. as he breske his bones (sle
GTREETFIGHTER), "aw

BRUCE VE. BILL- Aside from some poor
photography (bed focusing. occaslonal
bluriness). BAUCE VB. BILL rules| A lame
title llke BAUCE VB, BILL doeen’t exsctly do
wonders for an all-out sction sdventure llke
thie fun. thrilling. suspenssful. Immensely
entertaining. motionful pletural There are
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fighte from etart to finleh, and the script
tende to be smusing. witty and somestimes
goofy or sllly. but never stupld. The setting
would sppesr to be modern, becauee they
have care. and certein characters, like rich
mobeters & forsigners wear fairly up-to-date
attirs. However. there's an sbeence of ugly
shirte (the trademark of *70s kung fu farces),
and many lower class characters (pessants
and kung fu etudents) wear traditionsal
Chinese garb. There are many characters,
but | gather Le playe & hitmean. sort of en
anti-hero. Attired In disco dude (but spends
most of the fiim shirtiese), and with his
wisecracking pet parrot. he and another hero
are protecting their keye to a eafe. The
hidden safe containe lote of money, 80 all the
fiim‘es bed guye are dying (literally) to get
them keyel But Bruce Le and hie pertner take
on all comers, got double croesed & few
times. battie villaine on a moving train. end
Le defests Chlang Taso to retrieve the much
sought efter monay. * ¥ ¥

CALL ME DRAGON [SBUPERDRAGON

AGAINBT BUPERMAN].- My memory ot
this 1976 Bruce LI actioner le heey. len't
this 8 cheap. crude, messy. badly made ferce
about Keto‘s further adventuree? | think
Bruce Ll only dreeses ae Keto for the firet
few fighte, and later goes on & mission to
rescue ¢ kidnapped

} eclentiet. and batties s
bunch of guve in &

<« fleld. who wear bleck
-_E.‘ leotardel The highlight
has Bruce Ll give &

% villain a sex change
‘operation, the heard

=% way| Leter, the "Green
Hornet’ sppesrs. but he
and Keto wear red
capes and look more
Ilike Captain Marvell |
ssem to recall them

g flying off into the
suneet. e0 my memory
muet be flawedl Plesess
tell me | imoagined ail
thiel » @

CHALLENGE OF
THE TIGER- anotner

 Bruce Ls chop eockeyer
from the late 1970s:
Hong Kongess. though
= Testuring plenty of

; coucesisne.

Average for 8 1970s
sstting. but & lack of tranelation {no English
dubbing. no subtities) kept me from enjoying
thie typlical combination of viclence & sex. *

CHINESE CONNECTION 2 [AKA FIST
OF FURY 2)- Tien Feng reprises his role
@e teachor of that Ching Wu Bchool, and
Bruces Ll plays Cheng's (the late Bruce Les's
equally late cheracter) avenging brother.
Thie exciting sequel has aimost ae many
fights @ It hae "but stili®s]l As s typlcel Lee
ripotf. there's evil Jepanese, revenge &
hoenor gelore. oppreseion In Ghanghsl. &
casino. and a gesky Chinese traitor with a
Hitler mustache. Overaell, It"e & slight step
down In quality from the original. and looke
more llke typleal chop sockey fare. Bruce LI
does Impossible. high fiying acrobeate uniike
snything Lee did In the prequel. There‘s
really no ecript: Just snough hatred to keep
evil samurals hersssing all of Bhanghei‘e
kung fu schools. Again. Chiness police
officers are torn bstween their fallow
countrymen and the eavage Japenese In
power. Rebelllous Bruce LI goss sround
waeting Japansse, who, In turn. go sround
wasting other Chinese. Ewentually, LI
confronts & defests the commending

Japanese. played by Lo Lleh. Lo Lieh,
deepite the kimono e ee convincing o
Japanese se he would be & Busan Gummaers
lookallke. | must sey. raciet filme of this
nature eccldently Imply thet Jepanese martial
arts are superior to Chinses ones. Although
Bruce LI comes out ehead sgainet the Japs.
the remainder of the Chinsse are eselily
defenated by them karstekess & ssmurais,
Regerdiess. | took to this fiim ilke a hipple
tokes to dope. e, to put It very basic and
simple: Mo like movisl Movie good| "®1;2

DRAGON’S CLAW- 1 taks it this
ultra-typical romp cams out during the lattesr
portion of Dregon Lee‘s career. Ah reckon
he followed the ssme path se other Brucse
Lee wannsbe's. sterting off in Brucs Inepir ed
movies. until the resiizetion came sbout that
such mockers were going nowhere. Bo like
Bruce Le and othere. Dragon Lee decided It
wae time to progress. rlpping off Jackie
Chen for s changel DARAGON'S CLAW hae
the same typos of fights. sxcesnive training
scenes, settings. script & sttire of mid-"70s
Jackie flicke. Of course. sil the herces sport
the same Keith Pertridgs haircuts of that
decade. But I'm emiling s | type thisl Thie
le an sversge. fun chop sockeyerl Dregon
Les and hie fellow kung fu guys may have
the scting ability of Chuck Norris In a8 coma.
but they‘re epoectacuiar fighters!l There sre
plenty of batties (one svary five minutes) in
this tale of greedy gangeters after Master
Kwok’s shsolin book of kung fu things. The
Buddhist monke don‘t seem to refer to thelr
temple ae Bheclin. they cell it Dahmo. based
on the Iindien monk who brought kung fu into
Chiner. Anyway,. o trescherous student kills
s monk to get hie greedy paws on thet there
book. but later commite heri kirl beceuse of
Quilt. Meanwhile, Huang Cheng Li plays &
villain of courss. who's gang eteals a goiden
Buddha from the temple. 6o Dragon Lee and
8 monk take them all on to retrieves it o»
112

BRUCE AND THE SHAOLIN BRONZEMEN

Starring: Hoee o



DRAGON FORCE [sks POWERFORCE]-
At one time or another. avery major HK action
star of the 19708 hed his Americen snd/or
International movie. hoping to be known cutsids

Aesla. DRAGON FORCE wawe Bruce Li"s falled
attempt st worldwide stardom. and | think this
1582 splic wes his laet movie. It's a shame
that his career didn’t flouriah after this
magnificant adventursl | wish ha‘d have mads
more flime like this. Instead of hie eariler
plague of Identical. predicteble. cheap sockeys
he'd done in the 1970s. After this thriller, he
alther retired of bombed at the box office
DAAGON FORCE tella me he could have
continued to ster In HK's ‘new wave' |n
fllmmaking. slnce DRAGON FORCE (produced st
the eame time ses ACES GO PLACES) offers a
hint of thinge to come. Though resembling '70s
chop sockay. theare are slements of the up &
coming HK expiosion of the 1580e CRAGON
FORCE can sppesl to cldtimers AND fans of
more recant HK crime dramas. DRAGON FORCE
is half Hong Kongeaes, and half British, The
whole thing weae mouthed & scted cut In
Englleh. but dubbed anyway I|t's obvious that
Ll s mouthing genuine English. but |s dubbed
regardiees. | Imagine Its TV version s heavily
adited. becsuse of Its viclence. TAA and
bloodshed. 6o rent the uncut version If vou
can find it. Other than LI. the only familiar
face | recognized wae & bald henchman, who's
been in GHOBT NURGING. end mevbe KARADD
THE HONG KOMG CAT. Even some of the
comedy in DAAGON FORCE is funny at times.
Gynopsie: Terroriete hire ninjeae 1o kidnep en
attractive blond princessl 6o a British secret
agent (Bruce Baron) ls eent to rescue her. so
he‘s off to the For East. Theare he encounters
llon dencers. a kung fu monk. more pretty girls.
8 kabukl samural. and Bruce LI ss their leader
Ceolled 'Oragon Force.’ they're a cult of martial
artiate who right wrongs. Unfortunateiy. the
evil ninjas who kidnspped the princess are
wranging rightsl 5o Bruce LI leads the taek
force to the ensmy island. where the movie
suddenly decides ta remind us of ENTER THE
CAAGON. In order to rescus the princess. LI &
o engoege In more apic fights full of kung fu
woeapons. stunts and more Twice Li uses
Gpock'e shoulder pinch (celled a ‘neck’ pinch In
GTAR TREK) to knock cut femaie attackers
Finglly. our heroes réscue the princess, after all
these Qroat fighta, ****

THE BRUCE LEE STORY
making a
o even less

DAR4 GON:
Hera'eo America’s firet attempt at
Bruce Les biography. and ae such
accurate in portraying Lee o iife than the

avarage Bruce LI cheapie out of Hong Kong!

Big budgeted, alickly produced. this 1983 farce
tried hard to be se trendy & mainetream ae
poesibie. ite TV promoe billed it as &
passionats. srotic love story. | must say. thle
sdvertisement paid off, the theater wae
crowded opening day. unfortunately: | caught
an 11:30 matinee. hoping the theater would be
empty. but every gang member. tesnybopp er
girhead. and general beer-emuggling low Ilife
was In the theater None of these rowdy Idiots
know jackehit sbout Bruce Lee. One guy in line
said, ®| hope thie movies ien‘t all in Japanese. ®
Regardiess. the uncomfortable surroundings
dldn‘t detract from the fun of this movie. As &
movie. it's not at all bad: |uet don't expect
anything faithful to Lee‘s iife. | would liet el
the story's mistakes & Insccuraciss. but that
would take up the whole lesue. The fighte are
the beet I've ween in any American martial arte
flim. except for the ones with Jeckie Chan or
the real Bruce Lee. This flim's Lee portraver |e
some Chinese-American gymnaest called Jason
Geott Lee. who apparently only lesrned kung fu
for thie flilm. The fight choreographer s HK's
John Cheung. who sppesrs as o ¥illain. and was
also In PROJECT A end IMAGE OF BAUCE LEE.

¢ There are other interesting guest sappesrances.

like Wan Willlame (the original Green Hornet)

! playing GREEN HORNET e producer. and Bruce's

daughter Ghannaon. appearing briesfly as singer

G

Starring: Bruce Le

of some 19609 pop band playing "California
Dreeming® (my god. | hete thet 1560s hippie
shitl), | guees that song wae from the Mamas
& Papee (who | hate), but Ghannon fe far too
attractive to play Mame Case. | guess she got
the pert because of her singing career. Then
there's sctress Nancy Kwan of "Suey “ong’
fems. who wae st Bruce's funeral 20 vesrs
before. and sppears in thie 1llm a® a restaurant
owner. Anyway, DRAGON: THE BRAUCE LEE
STORY wae suppossdly based on the book
“Bruce Lee: The Man Only | Knew®. by Bruce
Les's widow Linda. | read that book. and meany
others on Les. and think this story is too
far-1etched. certainly not faithtul to anv Les
blo | read| Obviously. thie le & vielon of Linde
Loe's. the way 6HE wante ue 1o remember
Bruce Leesl At lsast the cheaper HK filme (with
Bruce LI & the bays) were lose biased. not
Iletting personal feelinge get in the way of the
truth. For sxamplie. being o Linda Lee etory .
there‘s absolutely no mention of Les‘s sfiair
with Betty Ting Peil The story starte with Lee
as a child (Sam Haul in HK. who has
ré-occurring nightmares of a demon artacking
him wihether this is true or not ilee’s
subconecious continually heaunted by g demonic
samurei). | don‘t know but Bruce Illke Brandon

NINJA VS BRUCE LEE

had a certain parencis about death, both
suspected they'd die young. DRAGON
implies meybe the demon héd something to
do with thelr untimely desths. This wae
never proven, #o | hope demons don't
thresten this film with a laweult, Leter. an
sdult Les (Jason Bcott Lee). uslng kung fu
taught to him by Yip Man (Louyong Wang)l.
beate up caucaelans sallors. looking like o
scene right out of some enti-foreigner HK
filml The irony |s that he Immedistely sets
sale for America. despite Ite many avil
whitlesi?!? ‘Whet gives here? Much of the
remainder takes place In America. | would
have rather seen more stuff an his early HK
veare and hie gang Invoivement. since
detaile are more illusive than & vegetarian st
a8 butcher shop. 6o the remainder
concentratee on hie family lile with Linde
Emery/Cadwell (Lauren Holly, not & bad
looker. from the neck down. snyway). who.
8e you know. he met st college while
teaching kung fu. Then Lee gete hassied by
John Cheung and other Chiness Immigrante
who don't want Americans to learn kung fu
(a8 more reallstic re-creation of this conflict
wee In BRUCE LEE. THE MAN THE MYTH).
Later. after he's developed jeet kune do. he
stare ae Kato In GREEN HORNET In & fight
where he rescues Gresn Hornet from & med
doctor in & Frankenstein-ish lab. Amazingly.
this tight was more exciting and
epic than any episode of the
sctual show, 6o the story rolee
slong. he gets into & fight or
two. and when David Cerradine
gete the role In KUNG FU. Lee
hesds back to HK. where wo sse
sctual ¢lips from THE BIG BOGS
snd RETURAN OF THE DRAGON.
ODAAGON: THE BRUCE LEE
BTORY ende with ENTER THE
DAAGON in productlon. 1o
maintein @ heppy ending. Little
of hie death |e mentioned, so as
to malntaln & heppy ending. o
that all the littie kiddies in the
sudience wouldn"t cry. **®

DRAGON'S SHADOW-
Director Godfrasy Ho adesqustely
directs Dragon Lee and his
cartoan-llks sound FX (present
In many of Dragon Lee‘s flicks)
In thie typicel mid-1970e chop
socksyer Dragons not dreggin’
his feet around. them fighte ere
decant. The remainder of
DAAGON BHOWDOWN hae
typleal dubbing. scenes,
costumes and typical everything
else. Not wores than averagse.
but |t utter predictabllity makes It come off
as unoriginal. unimaginstive and un-uniaue
It such @ word exlietes. Interesting to note
that the credites say: "Dragon Les (Bruce
Leld® | never knew both were the same
perescn, oh well. The only sbnormal
Imgredient is that a viliain hes o
computer:like device (w/ blinking lights) that
ssemas to ald in bettling. somehow. This
futurietic prep |e out of plece in an
otherwiae oldfsshloned esetting (circa late
1800s. early 1800e). It"e something to do
with Chen Tal (Dragon Les) setting out 1o
avenge the death of his father and/or
parents. 6o he roame old Chins In ssarch of
the bad guys. who killed his kin because
they refused to esll their land. 6o thers’s
soma revenge. some training. & little
romance. fist fights and ewordplay before
the beddies are defeated by Dragon:. whet o
drag for them, Mot necessarily an inferior
mowie. but It"s ae veeful to me ae birth
controf piils are to & lesbian, ¥

DYNAMO (possibly released ss BAUCE

LEE-SUPER CRAGON tool- It's always funny
to aee Chinese guye beating asch other up.
but otherwise. DYMNAMT is & mess Two of
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the fights aren‘t even Bruce LI. It‘s Danny Lee
In BRUCE LEE. HIS LABT DAYB! The film
quelity improves slightly when they show
footage from thet Ghaw film. but do they really
think | can‘t tell the difference betweasn Danny
Lee and Bruce LI? “hat do they thing | am. &
cyclops with and syepatchf DYNAMO would
sppear to be about the overrated |ife of a Bruce
Lee Imitstor. with Ll piaying himeelf (under &
different name). Agein we see footage of Lee's
funeral. and they say Bruce died st 34, 6o &
greedy corporstion hires Bruce Li's character to
becoms the ‘new Bruce Les.” starring In flime
(otock shote from THE THREE AVENGERE and
that Shaw flim) end fighting tournaments. Ku
Feng playe his kung fu teacher, and Chlang Teo
& LI Hel Bheng don‘t. After electro-eschock
training. LI toure Japen. Kores & Americe.
tighting sesaesine slong the way. Geems o rival
corporation wants him desd. o that hie
merchandieses will esll betier (juet like ‘Bruce
Lee manis.’ “Elvie manis.” which heppened when
those etare died). The unclimactic climax hee
LI in @ ehiceago karate tournament. wearing s
GAME OF DEATH-lsh treck sult with racing
otripss. He's the flim*s hero. eo he wine and
oetes the girl. **

EDGE OF FURY-Bruce LI as chauffsur Ah
Fong. who's smployer turns out to be a drug
dealer who got framed and executed. It'e &
suspenesful mystery, ae L| gste accused of
being Involved with the drugs (which he's
oblivioue of). and how the dealer‘s deceitful
widow flghts to change the will. Ths wife Is &
real biteh. but le played by s besutiful sctress
oleo in INFRAMAN and IMAGE OF BRUCE LEE.
This flim's credite Indicate she might be alther
‘Michslle’. ar 'Danna.’ In one scens, she
sctually showe her bresete. Ite rare for
aetablished HK sctrseses to do this. While this
rich bitch sleszee off, LI tokes care of the dead
man‘s son Helso Lung. while dodging mobeters
sent by the corruptly evil Mr. King (Yasuakl
Kursts). somehow Involved In the death. The
setting ls 19700 HK.. complete with standeard
bellbottome and Dovid Caseldy -hend me downs.
Yot the story Ie Interesting snough te kesp It
wort hwhile. even If the fight bstwsen Kurata
and LI len't their beet, * ¥ 1/2

CHINATOWN CONNECTION- Bruce Ly?
Never ssen him before. 'Who the hell |s he?
Could he sctuslly be the ‘other’ Bruce LI
mentioned earller? The Vietnamese one?
CHINATOWN CONMECTION |le a chesp American
crime drama. and as such. maintaine the
standerd level of mediocrity. MNaturally, It‘e
pathetic. predictable, stupid, snd sacrileglously
boring: but certainly no worse than other U.5
crime dramas. Regardises. this Bruce Ly dudes.
whoever he le. seemes to be & eufficlent fighter.
desplte CHINATOWMN CONNECTION®e attempte at
hiding his skill. Agasin. the demn yankees ssem
determined to stage their fights in the
cheapest. qulcksst, least Interseting manner|
Bed editing sand worse choreography sbounds|
The kicke sre unconvincing. scant on sound FX.
and dead slowl The flim‘e acting. writing and
continulty etinks Ijke the fart of & rotten
carpee, Bruce Ly playe an LA cop who hires
trigger-heppy cope to be part of his "kung fu
pollice squed!” The best things about the story
are 8 couple of pretty girie and Ly'e
unintentionally hilarious volce & sccent.
Aegerdiess. Ly. Lees Majors || and Pat
McCormack are cold on the trall of cocaine
smugglers opersting in Chinstown. supposed iy,
Actually. Chinatown as nothing to do with the
story. despite the title. The movie ende
sometime after Bruce Ly kicks a

black villein out 8 window,

DRAGON DIES HARD- | naven't ssen It.
but | hear (t's one of the worst, Featuree
Bruce Li. stock-fighte from other fiimse. and
supposedly a slanderous attack on Betty Ting
Pel. Anybody heve this stinker on tapef If so.
I'd love to get 8 copl.
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DRAGON LIVES. Another obsours Bruce Li
movie, with Li recreating Bruce Lee’'s whole
Iite. The movie sppeered In American thesters
Inthe 19709 during the shortlived kung fu
craze,. and was shown egein In the sarly 1980,
when American TV revived a brief love of
martial arte fiime. My limited mamory tells me
the croedits role as we see Lee ao o kid, and
later he refuees to play the demeaning
starsotypes that Americens applied to Chinses.
Inone scene. he's working on some Americen
film called *Hong Kong Today.® festuring
aee-klssing. staretruck Chinees all to seger to
wear aponytall. eo he loses hle temper and
kicke & strobe light to pleces, *

EXIT THE DRAGON, ENTER THE

TIGER- A 1976 ¢rime drama taking place
around the time of Bruce Lee's expiring. Bruce
LI stars. and credite ues names like Jimmy
Bhaw and AP Bhah, Are these Shaw Brothers
I"ve never heard of 7 Perhape Shsw Bros,
Iimmitatores? It wouldn‘t surprise me. thie slick.
eple production hae all the production wiaues of
8 Qlossy Ghaw flim. Its editing. photogrephy,
lighting. mueic, and video tranafer (beautifully
lstterboxed & widsscreened) are exceptionally
@ood for & Bruce LI film. It's a great movie.
but, unilke me & everything | touch. it's not
pertect. There ars dull moments. sand too many
of Ite fighte take place In dark rooms or
warshouses. The ecarly portion shows more
stock footage of dead Bruce at hle funeral. and
we seo people llke Linds & Brandon. Tony Liu. |
think Yuen Wah (brief glimpes). and Nora Miaso
erying. I'm surs they're all thrilled to bs In
this movie. LI pleye Devid. s Les pal. double &
grouple who worke at Bummit Studios (Golden
Harvest)., Betty Ting Pal is called Buzy Young.
Reymond Chow Is Philip Lo. and Li/David weante
to find out how Bruce Lee died. He anesks into
Ting Pel/Guzy Young's spartment. only to
discaver she's being harsseed by mobsters.
Li'e many battiee with the villaine are okay.
The finel duel ls impressive. LI and & sword
carrying villain battle it out on slippery rocks
nesr 8 beach and tidepools. It ende with o
fisshback. Leo names LI @8 his successor.
¥Yeah, sure. right. Fun none-the-less, * 0¥

FISTS OF BRUCE LEF- Not sxcsllant or
even great. but no woree than anything eise
played at 2am. The 18978 flick hae its
moments. but If you happen to be awake that
lete. You're better off sieeping. It's got stock
mueic from ENTER THE DAAGON. James Bond
filme and some album by Paul McCartney (or
whatever he meme leo: I'm referring 10 the

"DRAGON
STRIKESE
BACK

He Took on
The ‘I'OUq]-IEST
whiTe Gang
in Amemcn

wrri-[ £
Bare Hands

Calor; 92 minutes < United Intetnational Piciures 1875
Chen a masier of Kung Fu, arrives in San Francisco as an
igral &n he trias 10 stand up Lo @ gang ol while loughs

thay am and loriure him., The same Ihugs are brutally lefrorizing
and killing poor Mexican farmers and Chen uses his skills to pro-
lect them. The gang hrmgs a learsome Japanese martial ars
master te finht fnr tham and ani in 3 hinade and sensalisnal

ex-Beatle. not Edger Bergen’'s puppet. both of
which | get mixed upi. some “but etlli®s. an evil
coucaeian. ugly guye In uglier ehirte. and kung
fu clashes through out. And yat. It's not &
typical 1970e HK crime drama. The plot.
having nothing at all to do with the Inaccurate
titie. is quite complex & herd to follow. That's

F ENTER THE _.
‘““m

ENTER THE GAME
OF DEATH

druce must battle an army of
Kung Fumasters who guard an
ancwerd lreasure

RETURN OF RED TIG
Bruce retums to face his
, grealest challenge — an ewl

gang led by the dreaded
Assassin -
82 min.

88 min.

COBRA Nt Lo/
Two warnors meet in a final
bloody massacre — Winner
take all

91 min

In the backstreets of Hong
Kong, Bruce joins forces
with a beautiful secrel agenl.

90 min.

my main grudge sgeinet this tale of an
Interpoie Agent (Bruce Li) hired 1o Install
ajsctronic buge & traps In sOMe guv'e house
Turne out Li‘e cllent hae » bee! with two rivel
mobe. Whet they're Tighting over isn‘t clesr,
but Lijater defests Lo Lel (who has an
srtificisl “chein hand.” much like Danjin
Zaboge) and gete help from w former villein
who turne out 1o be sanother sescrat sgant
Nice trick snding. but not nice snough to save
the movia, ®

FI8T OF FEAR; TOUCH OF DEATH
fake DRAGON VE COBRA]- Morally. this

deceltful American documentary is the worstl
Do the morons who mads this have no shams?
An axploitive kung fu movie is one thing, but
an sxploitive documentery? | thougnt
documentariss were mesnt to inform &
sducaets, but this one s unbelisevabls bullshit,
it misinforme & uneducatssl it festures

glory -eesking, #tuck up martinl ertiste Iike
Fread Wililamson, Aon Van Clisf, Teruyak)
Higs,. Richard Barathy,. and worst of =il, Asron
Banks & Blll Louiel Thess two gesks waers
alec In |set lssue’s THE BODYGUARD, which
hed Asron Banks’ most inteiligent iine ever,
®"Thet'e not how Sonny Chibe did it.™ Waell, In
this equally bed movie, Louie & Benke sgsin
maks sssss of theameslves Banks comaes ofl
a¢ the moet egotisticsl, cpinioneted bestard
wince Damon Foster, and his "sctual
Interviews’ (discussing Bruce Lee"s death)
looksd amrtificial & mcted, not natural B
Loule sgain tries 1o Immitste Bruce Lee, In
ane scene, he'e in 8 cheap Katc costumael
19709 disco musetachs snd buck testh make
him look more llke @ clown, despite super
tighting ekille. In another scans, hes
suppoesdly pulle out & guy'e eyebDsiis while
eparring in the ring. 'Who writes thie stuff?
The eetting Ie the 1879 Karate Championship.
festuring more ridiculously staged bouts,
filsehbacke (8 coupls sttendante thwerted rape
attempls on the way 1o the svant) and of
coures, the halftime snterteinmaent. A
segment on Bruce Lesl Awe In BAUCE LEE THE
LEGEND and THE REAL BRUCE LEE, I1"s maore
footage of tesnsge Bruce In THUNDERSTORAM
8 temrjerker they've dubbed Into & Les Tamiiy
‘home movise.© Through out it, they 'vs got
Bruce talking sbout hie “karste.” snd ‘samursi
ancestorel’ I'm not kiddingl Of course
THUNDERSTORM hse no fights, so in come
ciipe from some old paeriod flim from Telwanl
Endisse, mesniingless swordpley sae Chan Les
4 ‘Chinese Samurel’ (Bruce’s supposed
ancestor) fighte dozens of vilisine for no
reason. Afier the fights, wa return te young
Lee in THUNDERSTORAM, dubbed in & fagotty
vaice & ridiculous dislogue. |e thie
unintentionsl numor? Intended humor? (1'e
nerd to tell, the whole film esems Dordarline
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comedic. Thers's other stupid Lee ripping off
here. There aro st leaset & couple interviews
where Lee ie shown. stock footage from
LONGBTREET! Ae dubbed Lee speske to Aesron
Banks & hoet Adoiph Caesar. talking sbout hie
‘karate’. hle volce le nothing like Bruce’s and
hae no Chinese accent! In another short. Lee.
"the greatest karate expert of them all.™ ie
suppo sadly seen in & film. The host says.
“Here lo & scene of that flim.* and we see &
quick glimpese of some guy jumping In the alr.
It's obviously not Les despite Bill Louie’s
dubbed volce (agein trying to vell like Bruce).
However, the movie has a couple decent
cleavage shots. and the
unintentional humor &
innacuracy makes it o
comedy. 8 movie so bad It'e |
fun. It"e definately In o ¢
lesgue with PLAN NINE. For ..
sheer entertalnment value, N& v
because (t's such & hilsrious
attrocity. It could deserve 3
stars. But that would 4
undermine it's corruption.
As 8 movie which tries to
present (teself as & factual
documentaary, it's & trus
crime. deserving threats of
slender. llke a far-fetched
tebloid. ‘Whoever made It |s
an asehole. *

FIST OF FURY 2, THE-
Bruce LI's second (and
hopefully final) sequel to
Bruce Lee‘s second movie
Ll again playe Lee's bfother
Chan Gan. Unfortunately.
the Ching Wu Behool trilogy
doessn’t seve ths beast for
last, thie climax |s anything
but climactic. Thia Is your
(not meaning Ite YOUR
perscnal property) typlicel
kung fu cheeple of the mid-“70s. and s
blasphemously dull ons at that Despite s
pencll drawing of Bruce Les's Chen character
kept by the griaving famlly. this 3rd chepter |o
far removed from the Goldsn Harvest original
It's Immediate preguel ls known as CHINESE
CONMECTION 2. FIST OF FURY PART 2. and
probably many other titlas That's what

happ ane when different companies relecse
difterent flime. continuity euffers. Regardisss
the 3rd s the worst In ths series. as Chen San
goes to his tamily in Macao to start a new lifs
(he killed Lo Lieh and cther Jepanese in the
pravious f1im). But Maceo to Ils aver run with
evll Japaness played by “eal Plng Ac (aes 2
nerdy Interpreter once again) end Xu Feng.
After the Jspaness kill Chen San‘e family and &
confused. rival Chinese kung fu guy. Chen Ban
sseks his final revenge. The battie betwesn L|
and Ku Fang Is uneven. not the flick’'s best
confrontation. ‘Where as LI Is known for his
genuine kung fu and swift kicke. Ku Feng'e
inferior skills cams from the Shaw Bros
training school. specializing In whatever fake
technigues look good on fiim *

FIST OF UNICORN,|sks BRUCE LEE
AND 1] 1"ve naver seen thise onsl But I'a
love 10. since it's the only Bruce Lee
exploitation t/im made BEFCRE hie deathl
Filmed between CHINEGE CONNECTICN and
AETURN OF THE CRAAGON, but not relesesed until
after Les's death by sieszewads for e quick
profit. Unlecorn Chan etare. who was in CHIMESE
CONMECTION. RETUAN CF THE DRAGCN (as
‘Jimmy '), BAUCE LEE THE MAN. THE MYTH and
BLOOD HERQO. not to mention BAD BOY. which
starred both Unicorn Chan and child hoad friend
Bruce Lee when they were kidel Both wers
good friends. 80 Bruce did his best to make
Unicorn (not 8 good martial artist) look good In
FIGT OF UNICOAN (later called BAUCE LEE AND
|. sfter Lee's demise) Bubposedly. Bruce
coached him & did choreogreghy behind the

scenes. working with Yesuekl Kurstal Rumor
has it that Bruce Les even made a walk-on
cameo, and that & hidden camera suppo sed |y
caught Bruce rehearsing with Unilcorn. |e it
true that Unicorn secretly put this footage in
the tilm witho ut Bruce’'s parmieslon? le it true
that Bruce wae Infuristed and never spoke to
Unicorn sgeini We may never know I all thie
e true. but thierarely seen film explains that
photo of Bruce with Yesuski Kureta in the
previous OC|

FUTURE HUNTERS: Bruce LI?

the credite say. vet he's nowhere

Thet's what
to be foundl|
This ie 8
orivative
adventurs. an

lght Is very
1870 Hong
Kongese. snd
“the highlight
ol an
otharwise
stupld movie.
nfortunstely.
he Le scenes

svery type of
sdventurs:

from ROAD
WARRICR to INDIANA JOMNES Thie akward,
offbant flasco also festures a cameo by Richard
Norton. whe'd later sppear with Le In REVENGE
OF THE KICKFIGHTER. Had Norton. Le & Huang
Chang LI had larger roles. this movie might be
good Instead. It"s just ancothsr romantic
clitffhanger recommendable to fene of other
predictable sadventurss Thas two main
charactars are 8 good-looking young blond
couple I"ve never heard of. They'ra on the
quest for 8 magic sword which can alter the
future Thelr sdventure lsads them to HK.
where Bruce Le protects them. and steals the
flim. Unfortunately. they lesve HK. so Lo just
disepsars from the rest of the fliml The
remaindsar |4 an sendiese jungle sdventure. never
ending escepes and captures ae they flee from
nazls. tribss dwarves amazons, and the raplet
lumberjack from Ruse Mayere® UP

GAME OF DEATH 2- AKA TOWER OF DEATH. Is
proof that a movis need not be loglcal or
Intelligently written to be fun. GAME 2 |e
definitely one of the best Les ripoffes |"ve sver
ssan  Unlike ite inferior American pregquel. this
is @ Hong Kongees thriller. There are plenty of
tights and they're spectacularl Made in 1981
thess Incredible bettles are more advanced then
1979's GAME and other 1970s flime GAME 2
seeme to repréaent thes beginning of the 1980s
action 1ilm craze Yuen Blac. Mars and even
lackle Chan (ereadited here as Chan Lung)
helped on the fllm‘s stuntwork Kim Tel Chung,
one of the main Les-imitators in GAME. gots
full cradit thie time. but ae Tong Lung (named
atter Lea's charactsr In RETURN) his stage

Kim s one hell of & martisl artist &
ascrobat. and it certainly showe| But GAME 2
has Ite faults. As | Implied sarller It"s got 8
confusing & stupid script. and what about the
scenas whaere the man In the llon sult bresks Into
our hero's bedroom? |s this suppose to be @
real llanl They've gotte’ be kidding ['ve seen
maore convineing llone on GEOQRGE OF THE

name

American/Fllip=

JUNGLE. Oh waell, thies bizerre tele |8 sbout
the further sgdventures of Billy Lo, from
GAME. Again, shots of the resl Bruce Lee
are spliced in and sround the shotes of Kim
Tal Chung, making It iook &8s though It“e Lee
who ‘s trying 1o find out who kiiled tescher,
and defesting s gang of maesked thuge in &
Japenese nightciub. Also towaerd the
beginning ie s flashbeck to Bruce Lee‘e
childhood filme Ilke maybs THE ORPHAN or
KID CHEUNG. Ragardises, Billy LO‘s pursuits
end sbout 48 minutes Into the fiim becauwss
he gete kilted: shot in the beck of The neckl
&0 his younger brother, Bobby Lo (Kim with
no stock footege of Lee) sseke revengs next.
A1 the myetierious Tower of Desth, he
encounters @ futuristic eet with men wearing
whaet iooke like reject hend-me-downs from
the sclentiers In INFRAMAN, Then he
defeste Li Hal Bheng (AKA Les Hol Gan) snd
Huong Cheng LI. There’s sctusily more going
on inthe flim than mentioned, but |'m 100
busy to go Indepth. ®%%

GOLDEN DRAGON, SILVER SNAKE-
MNormally, | glve theee fiilme good revisws
pecause they're fun & sction packed. But
with e0 many of the Les imitetore making
wild sdventures ke this, 1"ve gotta’ reslize
that not all the clone flims can get good
reviews on the besis of excitement alone.
I*vé gotta’ be mars eslective and criticel.
Dragon Les‘s GOLDEN DRAGON, BILVER
GNAKE may De fun and fight-filied, but that’s
commonplace in this genrs, I1°s No excues 1o
give thie flick another positivs reviewl
Artiatically, thie silly romp dosen’t
sccomplish & damn thing. | belisve It's
actumily @ Korean fiim,. deepite Chinese star
Kong Teo (AKA Chiang Teo). Korsen-born
Oragon Lse (Brucs Lel) len‘t the only Bruce
Les clone In thie flim. there s some other guy
who gppedars In & training fight, where Re
takee on & badly dubbed bilsck guy. Dragon
Les dosen’‘t reaily sppesr In thie out-of-place
scene, | guees It'e stock footage from some
othar fllm. Chung Lik makee & cameo. But
the two main neroes sre Dregon Lee and
some stupld looking Jeckie Chan (1870
Chan, that Is) Imitator, Thay’re protscting s
tarm from eavil mobeters who want to buy the
property One villgin uess an slaciric ariil,
and most ridiculous s where Kang Tec pulle
aft nis wig, ss though revesiing he was
disgulsed #¢ somebody elee. ‘Yot Nie hair
styls (e the same se the wig, he looks no
ditferent with or without itl | guess the
Jackis wannabe dies during the tinal fight, eo
do el the villaine, but Dregon Les survives *

REAL BRUCE LEE, THE- Resl Bruce Lee?
How sbaut “Meal Faks Bruce Lees?” | mean
granted, there resily |e foorage of the resl
Bruce Les for the firer 30 minutes But The
remaining hour |s sxceseive “sdited
nighiights’ from some Dragon Les flim.
rether dull documentary starts off with
footsgs from an sctusl Bruce Lee promotionsl
essslon with Unicorn Chen and Asymond
Chow, footsge Iater spliced Into TRAUE
GAME OF DEATH se wall, The only reaslly
rare shot ie of Les (a1 saround the time of
RETUAN OF THE DRAGON, judging by his
short halrcut) hee nim talking on the phone,
Then thers srs clipe from four of Les’s child
fiime: KID CHEUNG (1947), THE BAD BOYV
{1949), CARNIVAL (1980), and

ORPHAN GAM (19E7), o k. a THE DAPHAN
They ehow sbout five minutes from each
movie, dubbed in Englien, with characiers
meking mention of martial arte (| doubt the
originel dislogue heae any mention of kung Tu
at &) There ere no resl kung fu fighte, just
s couples pushes & shoves. Being so old,
thees BAW Tiime are crude, blurry,
washed-out and dumb. As s child, Lee
obviously had scting charm &nd charlema,
and sasily shines out In these lame old

This

Afterwards, the narrator talks of Bruce‘s |ife
and desth, and then the Brucs Les Imitators.
we ges thres or tour fiim clipe of Bruce LI In
gction (the only fiim | think | recognized wae
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CALL ME DRAGON). The remainder e an edited
Dragon Les movie. With his hair eo short,
Dregon Lee actually looke & little like Lee for
once. | don’t know what movie thie le, but it'e
8 typlcal ehop sockey farce, with Dragon Les
bettiing corrupt Jepenese. Same old dubbing.
same old scene of martial artiet’s destroying o
rival school‘s sign. etc. Interesting to note
thet In one scene. Chinese good guys actually
wear kerate glel This le unueunl for 8 1970e
Chiness fllm. uniess the heroee are lesrning
Korean tae kwon do. | suspact thie flim le
Korean. and that moet of Oragon Lee‘s fiime are
ge well. There are st leset two other Lee
documentaries; THE LIFE AND LEGEND OF
BRAUCE LEE snd THE FINAL DAYS OF BRUCE
LEE. The eerly footage of Lee In THE REAL
BRAUCE LEE Israre. and Bruce LI & Orasgon Lee
are fun to watch. so |'ll be kind encugh to glve
this mockumentary a whole ster. *

FIST OF FURY 188) PARTS I AND 2-
As typloal Bteven Chow actlion comedies. they
succesd. But se satirical sequels to Lee’s FIBT
OF FURY, they suck mes. Rarsiy do they
sffectively mock the Loe classic, despite the
return of the Ching Wu Gchool. the martiel srte
aren‘t very good. but Steven Chow’e antice
(l.e. the ‘ealive fight” at the beginning of the
first tlim) slways generate a few minor isughs.
In Part two. there are Teul Herk-influenced FX
g8 Chow battles Yun Wah. Very little to do
with Bruce Lee. despite misues of the titlse,
Too bed Golden Hervest couldn't sue thess
flims Into obllvion, ®

IMAGE OF BRUCE LEE- Each time | tune
into & modern setting. 1870e-flimed kung fu
movis with Bruce Li. | expect the very worst.
After all. aron‘t filme of this genre the very
woret? What am | seking you for? |‘m Dsmon
Fostar. I've watched & reviewed this stuft moet
of my lifel Awe an expert who knowse what I'm
talking sbout. take it from me| IMAGE OF
BAUCE LEE I an sntertaining movie and Bruce
Ll ls @ charlematic herol He fights well and
does & few of his own scrobstsl The more |
watch these oider fiims. the more | realize that,
contrary to populsr opinion, the 1870e movies
are avery bit as fun as the so-called "claseics’
of the 196808 & "90e. Although IMAGE may
have typlcal stuff llke "but etilli™e. continuity
flawe. & training scene. sexual referencee. and
stupid. pointiees dislogue. It entertsine.
Plotwise. Bruce LI plave one of two cops hot on
the trail of counterfelters (Yang Eze plays one.
of course), Ancther cheracter s Donns.
thought to be a villain. though turne out to be
an Interpole sgent. Do any of you know who
this exceptionally sttractive actrees (s? Ehe
wes Iin INFRAMAN and EDGE OF FURY. Inone
scene. she telle LI how much he looke llike
Bruce Lee (hence the titie), Anyway. shes helps
Bruce LI and another cop to bsttle two
ramaining mobsters on & besch: One |e played
by the vilisin of THE BIG BOSE. and the other |s
John Cheung. who wsee in DRAGON: THE BRUCE
LEE STORY and Jackie Chan'e PROJECT A, **

LAST DRAGON- A god-awful. stagaeringly
bad American Bruce Lee comedy,. festuring &
black hero called. Bruce Leroy. Even as &
comedy. thie plece of crep falle flat on ite face.
The best scene has our hero in & theater
watching ENTER THE DRAGON. Not worth the
price of a gumball.

MY NAME CALLED BRUCE- A stupid title
tor an squally stupid fiim. This modern crime
drama of the '70s le &8 Koresn movie despite the
appearances of HK stare Bruce Le and veteran
villeln Chiang Tso. AKA Kong Tao, At sbout this
time In Le‘s lite. his success weemed to
flourish. se & number of hie tiims [BRUCE AND
DAAGON FISBT, ENTER THE GAME OF DEATH.
RETURN OF BRUCE. RETURN OF FIBT OF FURY &
TREASURE OF BAUCE LE] were sold to American
TV in the lete 1970e & sariy "80s. They hed
high enough retinge eo that Le‘s succoees In
Americs seamed Imminent. 80 there were
rumore of international. major product (ens. and
hie own American TV eeriesl ‘Well. | never saw
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the serlee. If eanything wee produced. it ween't
relegsed. Ae for MY NAME CALLED BRUCE., the
etory le & complex. confuesing flasco about
corruption In Korea. with Le ae an Interpole
agent from HK. Le's sppesrance In the tiim ie
scarce at firet. but he has another decent duel
with Chiang Teo at the end. Christina Cheung

(who I've never seen before) steale the fiim
(snd she can kesp It) 8¢ & pretty female
detective (by that | mean she’s both pretty AND
Ghe fighte well.
The

female, not somewhat female),
However. thie (s & stupid. polintiess film.
credite resd: “Buper Starring: Bruce Le,
Written by Zeckey Chan.®
There's some actor called
*Mule Chibs.* Chersctere
have names like: Nifty.
Chunky. Tiger. Baldy. and
Flasher. Anyway. it"s the
tale of vengeful interpole
agent Tiger {(Bruce Le)
who's brother wae kilied.
and how he eventuslly
teame up with ledycop 6gt.
LI (Christine Cheung). To
the sccompeniment of
catchy dlieco tunes. theyre
thwarting the sctions of
Kong Tao and other antique
emugglers (by that | mean
they smuggle antiques. and
mot that the guys are
frightfully oid). *

REVENGE OF THE
KICKFIGHTER- anotner

Bruce Le war movie. & 1988
sdventure starring Richerd
Norton & T1 Wel (now ‘Dick
Wal®), Bruce Ls sctually
only has & co-starring role
inthis ARAMBO-ripoff. made
by and for Americans. | don’t think REVENGE
OF THE KICKFIGHTER la Ite original title.
because there’s not enough ‘kickfighting® and
fer more “Asmbo™-ish heralem. A decent
budget. on lo¢stion {iiming in Vietnam. HK and
Bangkok. The scting Is pretty bad. though it's
hard to tell: things are sped up. and NOT just
the tightsl It's weird, everyone spesks English.
yot it sll sppesrs dubbed. Otherwise. It’e
typical UG made stuff, seme oid music &
dislogue as any domestic film. The story has
BRAuce Le (colled ‘Lu Bhao Lung’ In the credite)
& Ti Wel ae brothere who learned ninjutsy from
some old man In Vietnam. After the war. both
went thelr own separate ways, and T| Wel
becomes an sssassin out to kill American
veterans, There's excessive gunplay through
out. guarantssd to burn out aven John Woo
fresks. But most of the meartial arte are
clumey, Our three mealn actors. no stranger 1o
major HK extreveganzas. mensge to fight weall.
but its their inferlor American opponants who
foll to react correctly. The only good fight le
st the end. when T| Wel finelly canfronts
Alchard Norton & Bruce Le, For s moment it
looke llke a scene from & HK fiim. *1/2

S0UL BROTHERS OF KUNG FU (AKA
KUNG FU AVENGERS & THE LAST
STRIKE). witiain Ku Feng advisss Chiang Tao:
*Thal boys., Japes & Koreans should poes no
problem. But there's Wong Wal Lung. He'e
very tough. he hae no particular technique: but
he tights rather ks Bruce Les. He's the
blogest danger you face.®™ That's the best line
In the 1lim. slthough there are ss many “but
stll®s as fighte. It's en aversge modern "70s
actioner. full of flghts. stock music. sleaze,
ugly shirte. end Bruce LI & black martial artist
Carl Geott In the middie of it all. | did enjoy
the average story. since they‘re all the samse
and | llks them all. A typlcal HK tale of
changing & disllluslonmant. with Ll & an illegal
Immigrant (s bostperson) called “Wong ‘el Lung
He comes to HEK to start a new |ife, but it'e
not long before he gets hassled by
disco-hoppling extortlonists Ilke Ku Feng. Chiang
Tao (again) and Li Hal Bheng, Eventually, these
mobaters kill his flance. so. with & littls help

from Cerl Gcott, they tangie with the
vilimine. Amaszingly, Yang Sze does not
sppear In thie film, *#

SUPER DRAGON: THE BRUCE LEE

STORY- You just gotts see this one to
pelisve i1l A movie so patheticelly horrid, It
gives AMGTERDAM CONNECTION @ run for lte
monsyl Even Bruce LI doesn‘t fight welil,
this must be one of his very firer.
Noneesnsicel, bad scting, bed writing, bed
editing, bed directing, bsd music, and

550X unbellevably bad
dubbing| Sounde like
the dubbere have thick
dccents and & poor
grasp of English. It's
suppoesdly the story of
Brucs Les‘s Jife,
sithough even thae
Americans ars dubbed
calling him by hie
Chinses name Ehao
Lung, sometimes Lee,
but never Bruce. Belly
Ting Pal e called
‘Tong.” end Bruce Lews
suppossdly Impregnates
nerl But most of the
rest of this fissco is
vaguely feithful 1o Les’'s
lite, In & chesp .,
regurgitatsd way, Tha
actress playing Linds
Lee le simost se ugly =
the originel, and thers
are scenes of LI
imiteting Lee in nis
movies, but they're
: ¢ unlike any Bruce Les
movies |“VE sever sesn. The most amusing
scens wae 81 the beginning, In &n el chespo
varistion on Bruce’s Longbssch karats
tournament, which |ended him the roiles ss
Ksto (sieo brisfly recrested in thie stinker)
Ths ‘tournamaent’ coneiete of litTie mors thaen
the ususl ‘my Chinese kung fu |e better than
your Jeapanese karsts’ racism. Guppossdly
thers‘s aleo & 11im calisd BAUCE LEE-BUPER
DRAAGON, but | bellsve It came to Americs as
DYMAMO , to savold confusion with BUFPER
DRAGON. THE BAUCE LEE 6TORY. Also 10
avoid confuslon, thie movis has no reistion
1o the American DRAGON; THE BRUCE LEE
STOAY, the similerity In Tities is Jusl an
axtraordinery colncidence.

BUPFR GANG, THE- The opening credits
of this Bruce Le dissppointmaént say
=Directed by Yellow John,= saccompanisd by &
catchy thems song. Yellow John? lethet &
mietranelation or & raciml elur? The previous
time | et through this cheap, dull,
noneensicel 1188co wae Nearly ten years sago,
on late night’s "Martial Arts Theater,' hosted
by Byong Yu. Supposasdiy, the guy wae |ater
deported back 1o Korea for boning a 15 yesr
old girll

i don"t know whether This s trus or no1, bul
| remember working out In one of his dojose
(eome of hie studente were frisende of mine),
noping to meet him. Yel none of his
students ssemed 10 respect him, they &/l
seemed 10 despise him. Regardiess, ten
yeare |st1er, | tuns Iin and see this lame farce
sgein, on 1he somewhat newer "Kung Fu
Thester” thistimel The nost, Tet Ma Wong,
nees Unintellidgeble English, hie sccent ie
thicker than pes soup. Megardisss, |178
Interssting To nNote TNET s MAENY of “Kung Fu
Theaters’ movies werae originally broadcast
on the previous decade’'s "Martisl Arte
Theater!® 6o, ‘tlithie day, | ssesume mo st
American viewere still think these old 18708
flime represent current, eI ste-of -the-art HK
gangeter fiimel Ae for SUPEA GANG, 176 &
long, confusing, overly talky, uninteressting
tale of 1wo gangs In HK. The villainous gang
|sader is called Piggy Ming., and Allen (Bruce
Le) len*t happy about it. A rape scene,
revenge, standard fights, cetchy Tunes




through out. Inone scene. Le (6 In & restaurant
which playe Gamuel Hul’s ACES GO PLACES
theme. Ancther memorable scens Is Yang Eze's
death. | sesume he gets Nie head kicked in. but
at the last sdit. they inssrted a tight close up
of & watermelan for the opponent to kick inl |
juet don’t get It: are we suppose to think this
common melon |e reslly Bolo‘s head? Judging
by hie presence In every lame chop sockeyer
this side of Andromeds. It wouldn't eurprise

me. Anather highlight: Bome villgin weare &
Halloween monster mask whenever he kille
somebody. 6o herolc Bruce Le decides to get
to the bottom of all thie. much like his career
did.

THEY CALL ME BRUCGE. xorsen comseaian
Johnny Yune's international debut. sterting &
carasr which lastsd him a whopping two whole
movies. This comedy has @ few funny ecenes
(llke decent one-liners), and |ust ss many stupld
scenes which lack any major laughe or
punchlines. It had potential: Ite combination of
comedy &nd sami-sction make It ssem Ilke a8 MK
tarce. Itke Rlcky Hul's nonesnse, There's s
fast-paced plot, & couple kicke, andiees gags.
and bumbling mobeters However. this |6 an
American film. so Its few (and short) fights are
toerrible. 1t'a the same chorscgraphy, editing &
photography ss other bad Americen meartial arts
flims. Bewveral of the cne-linsre & gooly
sltuations amount to 2-star material. but ite
more Inferlor Jokes and incredibly Inferlor
setlon strlkes blows egalnst It. This 1982
story hes Yune ae Aeian Immigrant Bruce. a fan
of Bruce Les Mobsters hire him. and trick him
inte desling druge. Fortunately. secret agents
rescue RiM fram the Italilan gangstears near the
end of the flick. Yune does virtually no martial
arte, that’s (eft to non-martial artiste like
Margeaux Hammingway. showing that the
casting director ought to be hit with his white
cane *

THEY STilL CALL MEF BRUCE- afrar 1ns
first one. | sesumed ites 1986 sequel could only
be Better. yet Johnny Yune and hls American
film crew only managed to sink lower Not only
does It maintain the stupidity and poor martial
artes of the first one. but adds cuteness and
attempts at ‘touching’ drama. The chaotic
story had Bruce (Johnny Yuns) sesrching for an
old frisnd. and dealing with mobsters. hookers.
karetekss. cope, bikers and kiddies Iin the
process Among other things. we learn that all
blond bombahells have the hots for aging
Korean morons. FPlenty of dumb comedy. as he
dresses like a geisha. flees the gengeters and
avoids doing eny sericus martial arte, He
evantually takes place In 8 mob-related
tourneament, up against Don Gibbs. who's In
REVEMNGE OF THE MERDG. and fought Consan
Les In some fiim | glenced at on TV. but naver
bothered watching the whals thing. becauss
GERALDC wae doing a ssgment on
large-breastsd nymphomanisce. *

THREE AVENGERS, THE- 50 181l ms,
what's wrong with THE THREE AVEMGERS?

That is. aaide from the fact that it'e incredibly
stupid. the acting ls pathetic, and its script ie
plazingly simple  Thie segae ie ridiculous and
prepostarous. ne wondar it's so goddamn fun!
The credits call Bruce Li by his proper name. Ho
Chung Tao. snd this honest fiim never cleims to
have anything to do with Bruce Lee! It's an
independent adventure. Bruce Li doss hie usual
“excellent kung fu, but it'a Chisn Yuet Bun who
roally stande outl He meay be uglier than the
rsar and of & bulldog. and ehort snough to
crawl underneath s pregnant ant. but his
gcropatic. Jackie-ish fights sra fantastic! Yea'
gotcher’ “but otill®s. and yer’ training scenes
in this allly dramsa about two ex-Feking Opera
dudes (LI & Chien Yuet Bun) on the run from
warlous mobsters, There's an obllgatary
caucasian. but he (amezingly) becomes a herol
He dafects from the villeine to iearn kung fu
frem Li. This whiile is one seriously ugly dude
but s a decent flohter The charscter jg John
(Michael "ineton). end gur Thinegs heroes

make 8 stereotyplcally recist mockery of him
through aut. Aegardiess. Chien snds up In jail
while LI sters in movies. until their opera
teacher gete killed by a Lame maertial artiet
(sent by the mafia). 5o our three avengers
gang up on and waete the mighty baldy (Les Hal
Bun. AKA LI Hsl Sheng), * *

TRUE GAME OF DEATH- Thisripotf of
Bruce Les's GAME OF DEATH |lsone of the
woret Chiness kung fu flime |"ve ever barfed st
sihy |s It callad “TRUE® GAME OF DEATH? it's
cartainly not & true story. and ae for truenese
to Les’e original concept of GAME. It"s no truer
than 1979's GAME  As | recall. Les wanted It
to take place on an lsland (much liks In ENTER).
and the beginning wes to start in the snow.
Inetead. TAUE le 8@ cheap. messy, ridiculous.
badly dubbed remake of GAME. The fighte are
oksy. but moet of them are saved for the final
30 minutes making the farce’s beginning &
middie a dull waste of your times and mine The
best part |s at the beginning. rere stock footsge
of Bruce Lee at o prees conference. with other
stare llke Shih Kien & Nora Miao., These
vintape shote were spliced In to glve them an
exciiee to write "Starring Bruce Lee® In the
credits. and flashbackes from RETURN CF THE
DRAAGOMN sppear through out the movie The
story deals with Bruce Imitetor 8heo Lang (@
Chinsse mumbling of Lea’'s nams), who's & kung
tu mowle ster. ust llks his lete ldol. Bhau's
caucasian wite Alice (not quite as ugly as Linda
Les) s forced to poleon him by some stupid
looking mobatsrs. As In GAME, he fakees his
own death and disculses himeelf ae an old man.
He tooles his wife Alice In ecenes reminiscent
to ths Billy LofColleen Camp romance of GAME,
In the end. Bhao sttacke the various Chinsse &
white (and one black) gangsters. Many of these
fighte are ripe o1t of GAME, with our hero
wearing the same vellow (wi black etripe) track
sult. and fighting @ Den Inosanto imitator For
eome resson. they also got him fighting »
couple sumo wrestiers, ¥

WARRIOR WITHIN- it"s American, and it's
s documeantary. 8o It airsady hes two blows
asgeinaet it. it'e dull. but Informsative at times
My main grudge s that it hes & big shot of
Bruce Les on the cover. and that it'e dieplayed
In local stores among honest HK adventures. In
its own connlving. tricky way. It too s &8 Les
ripoft  Lee has nothing te do with this excues
for glory sesking meartial artists to show off and
boast sbout how good they are 8t kicking ase,
Every now & then, there are commanily seen
atill shote (old photos) of Lee, to remind
everyane this e a Bruce Les fiim! Ironically.
Aobert Lee (Bruce's brother) suppliad the
muasic, sithough he's not to music what Bruce
was to kung fu, The theme Is so appallingly
19708l Intsrviews include; Bruce Les’s
mother . Dan Inoeanto. Chuck Norris. and
various martial artiste of different styles
okay when they talk sbout history. the
invention of kung fu In sancient Chinese wars,
info an Okinswen martial artiets and other thing
of culturel value. but when some |ealous geek
whines about the kung fu flime’ unrealletic
spproach. | get annoy ad The martial arts
movies ars a lot more fun creative and

It's

or a
Kung

imaginative than watching & tournamaeant
punch of studants working out In & dojo
fu movies aren’t raalistic. but neither are
cowboy fiime, gladiater flime. or fllms about
knights & wikinge

| hate this film

LEGEND OF BRUCE LEE
{CHINESE CHIEH CHUAN KUNG FU)

FLEASE REMEMBER - THE LETTERS IN THIS
SECTION ARE SOLEY THE OPINIONS OF THE
WRITERS - | TAKE NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR
THEIR CONTENT. | SIMELY TRY TO QIVE
EVERYOME A FAIR SHOT AT VOICING THEIR
viEws . EVERYONE WAS an oPinION. AnD |

S JUSBT SHARE WITH YOU SOME OF THE MORE
INTEREST INQ ONES, EYEN THOSE | MIGHT NOT
AGREE WITH.

Hi Damon,

well, for some time now |'ve been
trying 1o obtain the rarer (for me,
anyway) Japanass stuff that yvou've
been writing about. So far |'ve met
with success in gstting Japanimation
fWro wasn't7-DFf, but very little with
the live action superhero shows of 1
1970s and early 1880s. A typical
conversation with a collsctor goses |
this . 4 Me: “Dao you have an
the original Kamen Rider shows, oth

than KAMEN RIDER BLACK and RX?"

Collector: "I don't bother with that
oider junk.” Me: "Well, thanks,.® See
what | have to deal with?  [Yes, | see,

suT !'ﬂ NOT SURPRISED, SINCE MOST COLLECTORS
4RE LAME-488 FX HOUND® WITH NO APPREC IATION
FOR GROUNDBRELA EING PROGAAME wHICK OFFER
MORE PUM W EXCITEMENT THAN ALL THAT TRENDY
new erurr, -DFf Thanks for OC#14, quite
possible the best Oc vet, although the
two previous ones are hard to beart.

it's amazing how much info vou jam in
sach mag. | most certainly consider
this to be the most entertaining fanzine
gaoing. sven if your opinions aren’t quite
36 spectacular as mine. Just got the
tiret four epizsodes of IRON KING on
tape and agres that it's one of the best
syparhero shows avarl BHut that's
kinda faint praise because | have yet 1o
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=88 the vast majarity of the shows you
rave,
Befare ending this letter, let me just
say that | found 3 copy of your old
ULTRA CYBORG tape /You roon
tuinal-DF/. Yousaid it was awful in ons
of your back issues. Personally, |
didn't think it was 60 bad, but since
vou made it in 1984, |'ll sssume your
later vids like AGE OF DEMONS offer
better fights.

Jetl Goodharts

Pennsusken, NJ

Dear Damaon.

0OC is great: | wish |'d heard of your
publication sconer. |I'm epenminded, |
read the other zines too, but yours is
the best. straight up., and no
censorship. The supserheroes in OC#14
are good, and | liked the coverage of
Sonny Chiba's films. The Heong Kong
section is excellent, what do you think
about INFRAMAN? Not bad for live
action? [Wuar co vou mEAN, "NOT BAD FOR
Live acTion?” WuHiLe | TRY aND FlauRE DuT
THAT oNe. LET ME say TuaT INFRAMAN (2 an
QUTATAND ING PLICK] FUGI‘. ALL THO®SE
DICKLICKEAS WHO ONLY LIKE IT POR
"UNINTENTIONAL' WUMOR, IT'8 Ao THAILLING
ADVENTURE IN ITS OWN RIGWT. EVEN IF IT DOES
woRRow rAOM Tomi‘s eupenuERo PROGRAMS, By
THE WAY, MANY OF THE COATUMES WERE DONE BY
Japaneee FX TECHNICIANS, THOUGH UNCAED|TED
ones., See OCH#E ano OCH#EO ron mone praiee
on INFRAMAN. -DF/ The Chinese vamp
issue is interssting: lots to readl Grest
movie reviews, The articles on IRON
KING and RYUSEI NINGEN ZONE were
my fave. Do vou get NGN Network? |
know cable systems varie from
s1atse-10-51ate, se8e if you can get it;
thay show a samurai series called
TOKUGAWA BURAICHO and i1 stars
Sonny Chibal It's full of sction sword
duels, the battle rovales are great!
Chibs must still bs using JAC members,
the acrobats remind me of KIKAIDER,
Getting back to your magazine, don't
change a thingl It really shocks vou if
you'res a new resader. Lately all zines
are carbon copies rolling off an
assembly line. You definitely stand out
fram all the rest. Thanks Damon, for
gresat reading matarial,

Hanry Gandalara
Hawaii

Damaonl

Issue #1714 was axcellent. | really
enjoyed reading i1l However, |'m sad 10
hear that due to pressure and
harasement from geeks & businessmen
treaks that you're thinking of giving up
on producing any more issues of OC,
which | think would be 2 great |oss.

Not only do | enjoy reading OC for the
subject matter itself, but | also love the
“in-vour-face* sarcastic humor which
telis it like it is, a= well a= sil the
different tangents you go off on in the
various articles to tell us all the
entertaining 'life & times’ and
adventures of the one-and -only Damon
Foster. Thank vou for all the info on
Sonny Chiba, and your profileas on
Hiroshi Mivaych:. | used 1o make fun of
his character in SOLBRAIN, but later

became more impresssd with hiz sarlier
TY shows like SORANGERS, JACKERS
Kal KETSU ZUBAT. & | mvan 2aw him in
episodes of the Japaness SPIDERMAN
series,
Rajar Shy
E=condido. CaA

Dear OF.

I"ve just finished reading OC #14
and it was superb. COC is the beszt zine
around. no questions asked no guilt
invalved. it's a sure thing. I'd also be
interested 0 owning a ¢opy of your
video AGE OF DEMONS and the others
vyou've been involved with, like vour
stage parformances as Kamen Rider and
the Monkey King. In other news. | read
elsewhere that OC iz in troubled times,
| hope and prey it all turns out waelll
What would us fans do without OQC7? |
love all the stutf in 11, and finally
another fan of Asian films who alse
likes punk music, it rulesl

Hey. what's up with that magazine
MA fcensored!/? My friend wrote them
about 4 months ago, and sent them
cash: no reply yetl | was going 1o write
to them, but if they're not going to
reply, fuck ‘eml /I've oeLETED THE NaAME OF
THE MAGAZINE WHICH i AECEIVE 20 MANY
COMBLAINTS AROUT, KNOWING HOW SERIDUA &
SENSITIVE THEY AAE AROUT EVEAYTHING . EUT
HO PEFULLY . THEY KNOW WHO THEY ARE, AND P
AMNY OF THEM BEVER READ THIE, THET'LL GET TuE
MESBSAGE. |’il'l TRIED TO HELP IT® FUGBLIAHEA BY
FOMMARDING MAIL TO WIM, AND NEVER RECEIVED
ANY THANK® FPOR MY EPPOATS, | see No REASON
TO WABSTE MY TIME WMELRINO SOMERDDY SO
unREspoNeive, -DF/

Y our punk friend in Oregon,
Ryan Pottar
Albany. Or

Damon,

Here in We=t Virginia. an admitted
armpit of the universe, we don’t gset
much opportunity to =es sven an esighth
of the movies you describs, Enter
Cinemax and their recent showing of
John Woo's THE KILLER, My first
chance to see a complete (| hope)
version of his work, Lst Sam Peckinpah
takes a back seat. Now HERE i= an
action moviel | really snjoyed i1, Of
course, your commentary mads me
appreciate it eyen more, Like you, |
hope his coming to America dossn"t
make Woo wimp out on his style,

I"ve been letting other pecple resd
your zine., They can't believe what
they read (too much STARLOG, |
guess), | 1=l them that an issue from
Damon is like a |attar from a friend. a
good friend, One not afraid to voice
his opinion, By that time, they've
usually walked off with my copy, but |
track them down later, Their comment
was, “Wowl Someone that makes vou

look conservative, Tim Bushl®™ | think
that's favorable, | mean, they like
Lastat & Anne Rice, y'know? /YOU

MEAN ALL THAT EROTIC EURO ART
TRENDY TRASH? -DF/ Continus to kick
ass on the overrated stuff like AKIRAI
Great issue, keep ‘em coming.
Tim Bush
Vienna, WYV

[ear Daron,

I really like wyour fanzine with an
attitude, even f at umes your 'asides’
can sound, to put it politely, rather
male chauvinist, patriarchal at times,
But mnough of your remarke maks it
clear that your heart is in the right
place. humanistically speaking.

Even though most of the subgsnres
vou cover are of no intarest to me, it 1S
Interesting to me, to know what's out
there and to make my entsrtainment
choices, besides, your unigue siyle of
coverage is fun and entertaining in
iself,

As for John Woo, | saw HAND OF
DEATH back in 1867. and enjoyed it
very much, Modern setting films are of
no interest to me, but | hope 1o see
PRINCESS CHANG PING and LAST
HURRAH FOR CHIVALRY.

Keep up the good work., your collage
covers are true works of artl

Amy Harlib
New York

Dear Damon,
| leok forward to OC more than any
other film publication,

Nancy Agli
Long Island City. NY

Grestings Mr, Foster,

1'll give you another shot, My
problem with OC#13 was that after 3
while, one tilm blended into the next.
You heard of overkill, but you did have
the right attitude.

Anyway, all the hard work shined
thru in your previous issue & | imagine
it continues thru the next ons,

Christian Miranda
Norwalk. CT,

Damen:

When | sent for OC a while back, |
thought §8.00 was a little high. but
man, was | wrong., Waell worth the
price,

Robert Sordsrberg
Burbank, CA

Seventsen vears after she wrote her
book with Rutger Hauer in mind for
“Lestat®, Anne Rice is finally 1o ses
INTERVIEW WITH THE VAMPIRE become
celluloid-- with Tem Cruise portraying
the romantic anti-hero originally pannad
for Hauer,

Eight years after first optioning big
screen rights to the British comic,
Edward R. Pressman (who took an egual
amount of time 1o make CONAAN THE
BARBARIAN) is samawhat ready to see
Svivester Stallons turn inte JUDGE
DREDD.

Six years after we personally broke
the news about The Hong Kong New
Wave Movies to Mainstream America via
THE LOS ANGELES TIMES and INSIDE
KUNG FU and slsewhere [before the
“"Beavis and Buitheads" dogpiled on to
claim undue credit], Five years after
we personally completed the First Draft



for HIGH CALIBRE [that and all
subssauent drafts registered with The
Writers Guild],...and thres years after
the tragic mishap that severly injured
one former Star [thereby necessitating
drastic revisions and legal
maneuvers],...we are still
monomaniacally working to secure aii
factors that will finally transform HIGH
CALIBRE into reality., One prime reason
why both Rice and Pressman have
cleared the last hurdle is how they
wisely avoid any degree of either
communication with or recognition of
folk like the same Robart Mallory whose
tvpically libelous Ietter was so
racklesesly put into print by ODCV many
moons agn.

With the frequent exception of OCV
when it wisely chooses I16 verbiage,
The Wonderiess World of FanZines and
mest Fanbovs who drool ente their
pages dezerva no better than John Woo
and Cynthia Rothrock,

-§.C. Dacy

Dear Damon,

SC Dacy can say anything he wanis
about me if it means my being in the
same so honored group as Cynthia
Rothrock and John Wool

Rabert Mallory
Carolina

Hi Damon.

Many thanks for sending me your
mag. Jeseizus, that's what | call a pretiy
damn cool magazine. | enjoved avery
page of i1, especially those 'big guys in
rubbar suita” stuff and that pretty funny
Fangboria (absolutsly rightl), The only
thing | ean 2ay aboaut yoy mag iz to
keep up the great work, you haye a new
reader, from far away Austria. "till the
end (dead or undead).

By the way, we starving fans of
Asian cinema in Yienna are pretty
lucky, because we have sn Asian
videostore, where [‘ve been able to gst
lots of moviss Iike THE CITY HUNTER
iwith Andy Lau), 1t's a cool movie, sart
of like “The Chinese Ghost Story meets
Kamen Ridarl* Cool FX. pretiy violent
too. |I'm dying to get more of this
stuffl

Stay sane & bad,
Martin Sitzwnohl
Yienna, Austria

Dear Damon.

Thanks for filling out my oarder for
0OC. Your behavior thiz far has ied me
1o believe you're a conscientious and
reliable persan, 1'd watch that if | ware
vou

| read it caver to cover. & was
numb for three days, Of course, that
wasg during the LA riots, but |'m sure
the aeffect would be the same any tIme,
| ordered a magazine, | didn't expect an
epic. | enjoy many of the films you
writa about in a vacuum. describing
them to frignds whe think |"m nuts.
Reading OC canfirms i1,

‘Mat1 Maisman
Sherman COaks, CA

Dear Damon.

Thanks for OC! Mags like this are
harder 10 find than Thai redheads with
big titz around here.

Best wishes,
Ed /NO LAST NAME, -DF/
Charleston, IL

Damon,

What's up with OC#147 |'ve heard
I1's put already but | haven't gotten a
copy in my paws yet (aven though. as a
loyal reader,| ordered it May)., After all
the lousy fanzines |'ve waded through
in the past year, yours will be a breath
of fresh air., S0 if it's ready dude, send
It to me,

Chip Eckion
Reading. PA

DEAR CHIP & ANYONE ELSE WHOSE
ORDERS I"VE NEGLECTED,

THESE SORT OF THINGS ARE
INEVITABLE WHEN A SOLE
INDIVIDUAL TRIES TO DISTRIBUTE
A WHOLE MAGAZINE. SORRY,
EVERYBODY, BUT I’M BUSIER THAN
AN H.l.V GERM AT A SAN
FRANCISCO ORGY. -DF

Damon.

Your caustc sense of humor.
injscted whenevear & wherever you
please, made reading about soms of
these film= much more tolerable.
| also liked the different departments
throughout the zine, such as Japanese
TV fantasy & Filipino section (a
personal favaoritel).

Adios,
Craig Ledbetter
Kingwood, TX

Damaen,

Thanks for the copy of OC#13, |
like the films covered. the attitude. and
the photos & art. No complaints, no
canstructive criticism.

Keep up the good workl

Erik Nelson
Houston TX

Dear Daman.

| feel like |'ve just woke up from a
ztrange dream, but actually, | just
tinished reading issuss 8 and 12 of your
magazine OCI

Issue 8 Printing the text over
photo stc. 20 that it was totally
unreadablel What a stupid cenceptl
But cool reviews, (ot af humor and info
about more humar than any one human
zhould know abaut, made it & good
issue  Also. the ANIRAG spoof was
absolutaely perfect. | wizh | had a few
hundred of them 1o pass them out a3t
the naxt sci-fi eanvention to all the foul
smelling, asexual animation freaks who
have such underdeveloped skills that
they can’t even relate to live actinn

movies, TV and life. Thanks far still
using the word ‘cartoons.’ Anime
sounds too much like a8 symptam for a
rare diseass,

lesue 12: In response to your
comment about your celumn “Filipino
Corner™’s lack of recognition, that's
what drew me to your magazinsel What
othar magazine offers anything that
esnteric? So pleass don’t stop. And
what eles can | say except ROBOTSI
ROBOTS! ROBOTS! It wae nice to see
how all the different serieses were
sometimes related. You ever thought
sbout doing some kind of family tree?
IYES, FREQUENTLY!I! IN ASIAN CINEMA
& TV, EVERYTHING IS RELATED! SUCH
A FAMILY TREE, COMBINING CREDITS.
CASTS & STAFFS WOULD LINK BRUCE
LEE TO GODZILLA, VIA MAJIN, AND
EVENTUALLY INCORPORATE ANYTHING
FROM KAMEN RIDER TO TIA CARERRA
OBVIOUSLY. THERE'S NO END IN
8IGHT, SUCH A TREE WOULD BE NEVER
ENDING. -DF/

All in all, two great magazines. |'m
surprised you find the time 1o do the
articles and throw i1n all the humor.
fTHAT'S WHY IT"8 ONLY YEARLY, -DF/
A lot of other publications could learn
a3 lot from independents such as
vourself, Keep pissing in tha
sstablishment‘s punch bowll

Any plan to do something on ths
SUKEBAN DEKKA series? They're just
high gsehaal girls, not reslly
superheroes, but they're cute and do a
lot of butt kicking in sach episode. /|
DID S8EE ONE OF THE FIRST SUKEBAN
DEKKA FILMS OR TV SHOWS, LONG
AGO, | HATED IT, BUT WOULD BE
WILLING TO REVIEW THEM ONLY IF IT
COULD BE A COMPLETE ARTICLE,
REVIEWING EACH AND EVERY SERIES &
FILM, LISTING WHEN EACH WAS MADE.
AS YET. | HAVEN'T THE TIME OR
MATERIAL TO DO S8UCH RESEARCH.
ANY HELP FROM VOLUNTARY READERS
WOULD BE APPRECIATED. -DF/

George Palamara
Bay Shors, NY

Damon,

About your independent video, HOT
DOGS ON THE RUN. | expected the
usual home amateur vides, which can be
very boring, | was wrong. | found a lot
of surprises, many were laughs: and not
at the production, but with the
production. All the references 1o HK
films (I loved Bruise Lee’'s atiack on the
“Nn Sick Chinese Dogs™ sign). bad
American films, the music and dubbing
{l lest count of how many times vou had
*but 2till® in the dialogue), stec.

Honest, | was laughing quite a bit.  In
fact, a lot more than in anything that
passes 11self off as comedy on network
TV sitcoms. The fight chareography by
you Butch, Perry, and Barne also gave
me =ome nice surprises, | saw a lot of
effort, heart, creativity, and good
feelings being shown in this amataur
film; morse than | "¥e se8n N somMe
protessional. slicker. expensive films,
Steve James
Haollywood. CA
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*Terror Yaki® sure is a stupid
title tor this continuing column on

My godl|

Japanese science fictian. What was |
thinking when | first called it that a
few years ago? Oh well, | guess it
deesn’'t matter, since a certain
parcentage of you probably defina the
word stupid, Why are sci-fi freaks so
geeky? Are they trying to live up to
the dorks on SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE's
satirical STAR TREK convention?
became aware of idiot fans of Japanese
sci-fi in the 1970s. when some whinny.
paranoid, neurotic, apparently drug
addicted, homo in Thousand Oaks, Ca,
kept calling me. He was a reader of
mine, and coping with his many
personal problems ssemed secondary to
his Iove of Japanese SF. That's the
danger of always escaping Into a
fantasy worid and avoiding reality.

This psychn fan called me in the 1870s,
and even tracked me down in the
1860s, despite my new phone number,
He stuttersd constantly. talking a
millien miles a second, and managed 1o
go into detail of six different topics all
in one minute, including: *me and my
gay friend did something in bed we
shouldn’t of,* *how many Ultramen are
there?”. "my father kicked me out of
the house, ™ “will the next Godzilla
movie be good?™, “occasional drugs
help overcome the traumas of the
mental institution.”™ “whatever
happened 1o Gamera?®, and “are you
good-looking?™ My mistake. That's
seven 1opics, | puess he's more
screwsd up than | thought. It's not
poseible to get off the phone with this
maniac if you remain polite. | tried
pbeing nice, not only making smalltalk
about Japaness films, but offaring
adyvice an how 1o get his life together,
It didn't halp, 20 after he'd had me oan
the phone for at least three hours, |
finally had to threaten him with
physical violence, | said something
likm: “Gat a lifel Get a jobl Get mental
helpl And guit calling me, or |'ll shove
vour telephone up your ass. but you'd
probably like it.* He smivelingly.
humbly begged my forgiveness and told
ma his life story again. | hung up on
him. and had to kesp my phone
unplugged for three days. He no longer
bugs me now that my phone number is
unlisted. Howsever, | hear he's still out
thers, annoying avery Gaodzilla fan he

| first

it

can locate. He's used
several aliases. including
John. Tany. and possibly
Chris Pfatf, which | suspect
might be his real name, |
think “Chris Poof’ might be
more accurate. But he's
one of many psycho fans of
Japaness =ci-fi. Of all the
ridiculous Japan fans, the
most pathetic subgenre is
stull, of course, those
cartoan creepsl By now
you all know | like some of
the cartoons themselves (old ones like
SPEED RACER), but | snjoy making fun
of cartoon freaks even morel But
stories persist, getling more bizarre and
pitiful sll the time. Last issua |
mentioned an animation geek in Italy
searching for & blow-up dell of a female
cartoon character from DIRTY PAIR. |
naver thought anybody could top that
ultra sad account, But areport out of
Taxas says at a sci-fi cen. thay actually
had a fget this) cartoon reem which, for
twe hours showead noething but edited
highlights of selectied ‘shower scenes’

wanted to see Godzrilla tear Maothra and
Batra to shreds| So of the two newest
Godzilla films, | prefer GODZILLA VS.
KING GHIDRAH, Both had interesting
stories. mare so than 1980°s GODZILLA

¥S BIOLLANTE. Anyway, Iooking
forward to Toho's next bastardization
of anether classic moenster, in
GODZILLA VS, MECHAGODZILLA. due
put in December, 1883, By now vou all
know thara will be an American Godzilla
movie in around 1884, so nevermind,
One of thess centuriee. OC will catch
up (if OC continues), and review these
newer Godzilla movies in detail, But for
now, OC is outdated! This issus’s
obligatory Godzilla film is 197 1°s
GODZILLA V8. THE SMOG MONSTER.
But first, the movie ZIPANG, So all you
f sci-fi freaks, put on your glasses, turn
off your overheating TV. take your hand
away from your groin and read this
icsus’'s TERROR YAKII But firet, get
some exercise, vou fat cowl

ZIPANG

Produced by Toho Movie Co. in 1890,
Presented by EXE, Directad by Kaizo
Hayashi, Music by Hideki- hiko Urayama
& Yoko Kumagai CAST: Masahiro
Takahima. Narumi Yasuda, Mikijiro Hira

Yesl| Here's one awssome little
flick, recommendable to fans of
fantasy, samurai action and even super-
herges!| | like "em all. so | enjoyed
ZIPANG three times 3s much as the
aversge person (I'm NOT average: I'm
either above it or below it. vou decidse)s
This elaborate adventure has its
similarities to Chinese period faniasies,
but never goss over the top, with more
subtiety than overkill, Ninia freaks will
po bazongas over the swordplay and
acrobats, and all you superhero dorks
will drep your glazees & pancil boxes
when you see the FX, costumes and
far-fatched antics of ZIPANG's
unconventional superheroes| It's 3

(?) from wvwarious Japa;msa “adult
cartoons! MNothing wrong with watching
footage of females in showers (except
that 11's degrading to women, but we
don’'t worry about that here), but

they' re mere cartoons! | always knew
the cartoon fandom is full of sexually
frustrated males and ugly dikes, but
this is ridiculous, But the story goes
lower. |In this room, full of people. one
guy loet cantrol and started jacking off.
If you can relay any story of pathetic
anime nerds, which tops this one, send
itin.

In other Japanese sci-fi news. the
recent GODZILLA Y8 MOTHRA was
pretty damn fun, but so was Toho's
previous Godzilla flick, GODZILLA VS,
GHIDRAH. fram 1881, Personally, |
don't like the two midget girls (now
called 'Cosmos”, replacing the ‘Peanuts’
of the 18806 Mothra filme) in GODZILLA
VS MOTHRA, and hated the ending, |

period film, or ‘jidsi-geki’ as them




'ipjl.
call 1. and
Vel afe ninja
nas

high-po wereq,
digrtal
pinacuiarsi
Latar a
Shogun and
hiz layal
3AMUrals
watch a slida
dig |
forqget ta
mentgn s
iz 3 comady!?
Nat ths
article, but
the film
itzalfli?1l

R V20, and it
satirizes &
few things,
ineluding
Zato lehi
JAW S, and A
MIGHTMARE ON ELM STREET. 11's fun
& exciting, and a creative film with
colorful costumes & astonishing s91s
plenty af fights. and avan a littls
binodshedl Umm. oh yeah., and 1t uhh
haz cultural nterest and historical
Intrigue toaq.

But don’'t kst my praiging of this
zamura fantasy indicate that ZIPANG s
parfsct. 2ince perfect 1s a myth, much
like the Loch Mess monster, ghosts, and
antertainment value \n 3 Brandon Lee
film, ZIPANG's main flaw 1s that like
all films it'2 got its share of drab
baoredum (but not tee much), Tha
dialogue 1z entirely 1n Japanese (except
tar some primitive dialect, but more on
that later), with no English subntles,
There are 3 couple lang, dull
convarsatians. but there s usually &
martial arts batts right around the
carner

The mythical golden empire of
Zipang gets itz inzpirations fram
nistery, like in 108 BC when them
Japanese 1zlands were called Wao
Bafore ancient Chinesa migrated thers
ind avaolvead nto what we now call the
lapanese. there were 3lready natives (o
thesa i2landz.  the firzt known
inhabitants. | belisve this tale to be
inttuenced by the ariginal Wo abarigines
n some way  One of these magical
primitives, the Warriar King (Mikijiro
Hira) 15 fighting &vil, armar plated
marriors. over a golden, magical sword
Bt this Asian caveman suffers defeat

LR

3t tha hands of 5
PMajin-liks warrior
Wartior King ain’t
dead though, he
Just goes nta
suspended
animatian,
Anes hig sister the
quean
Zipangians place
har in an icy tomb
Then | 3siume
many thouzands of
vears pass. 4nd the
satting bacames
lapan = feydal

timas: complete

With samuras. a #
shegun. ninjaz. and S
avan 3

gun-carrying. sharp
shogung geisha,
Tapoyuri (Narumi Yasuda),

Gur main
nernoes are righteous outlaws, nat much
diffarant than Robin Hood's rmarry man
The main hern (3 Jigoku Gokura Maru

(Masahira Takazhimal. but my favaorite
character 3 3 cute hittle elephant 13
marvyelous prop) who gets oniy a little
screentimme,  Qur rebellious s wordsmaen
Ilncate the long =aught after sward aof
Zipang. and accidently awaken the
Warriar King fram his extensive nap,
But belore the radical samurai gang aids
W arriar King in rescuing the queean fram
Zipang = empire isull around after all
theze canturies), they tangle with 2
remarkable group of ninas, alse afrar
thea swaord. The 3
Warrior King gets
killed in the final
battle with the Zipang
nastiaz, but aur heraic
Gokura Mary kills their
demon-like lsadear,

The rival ninja,
sparting a Fraddy
Kruegar-like glove ¢ e
manages to get the golden sword ths
31l wanted Burt by this time, its
golden radiance is too badly tarmished
by the scars of battle, It's value has
been decreazed conzidarably, =0 he
can't sell i1, All those battlies and
slaughters weaersa funls, he won t gat
richy That sucks. * * ¢

w'd

GODZILLA VS. THE SMOGO
MONSTER

Japaneze title: GOJIRA TAI HEDORAH
Produced by Toho & Tomoyuk: Tanaka
Director: Yoshimiteu Banno. Art Dar

; T T WP et b 508 Taioko Inous

f Photngraphy:
Yaicht Manoda
Spacial Effacts
t Shokse) Makang
¢ Editor;

Y oshLam
Kuroiwas, Music,
Richira Manabs
Scraanplay
Kanry Mabucht &
ashimity

Banno
Broduciion
Manager Baoky

Marnimats Dptical Etfects
Yoshiyuki Tokimasa
Running Time: 85 run
fielegsed August 1. 1971
Hele3azed (o America on
Feb. 1, 1971

thema 2ang (- 3ave the
Earth=1 far Enghish

Adryan Russ & Guy

varsign:

Hemrick CAST
akira Yamauch:, Hirayuk:
Kawae, Tosnie Kimura,

Keiko Mari, Tozhia Shibaki
Haruao Nakajima, Kengo
Nakayama

Looking back on 11, was
this movie really all that
ambarrassing? Okay 30
maybe the |3zz-rock theme
song *Save tne Earth® s
dumb. but the lyrics were
mas terfully transiated and
wall dubbad. The song has 3 powertul
message 35 does the whole movie
What message did 1984°s GODZILLA
Y5 MOTHRA have?! Maybe be carsful
when buying them big eggsl?" When |
first saw SMOG when | was an B-year
old brat in a packed theater, It
disturbed and frightened me, despite
the surreal. artistic. symbalic approach
SMOG doesn't scare me now It |usSt
grosses me out, ke the scene where
Godzilla gats shit on by his sickifving
opponent. Getting back te SMOG s
pro-enviranmental social commentary, it
almost achieves a documentary effect,
thanks to amusing animated shorts

which border an being
Far better or waorse.

through qut
educatianal
although it's campy & tacky at nmes
it's the most unusual Godzilla tale, 2
one of 3 kind film,

So | guess ["'ve established that this

15 a fun film. and yet. many ultra
eritical {whieh | am HOT. cantrary to
popular apinion) tans have ragged an
thiz film, In the 1870s. thate was 3
whole plague of Jap. sci-h tanzines,
comparable to the HK fanzinas flooding
the scene today (ironically, OC arose
from that old scena. and i3 the anly
survivarl  Sn many of those older
technogeek rags pounded an thas likss
of SMOM and GODZILLA Y3 MEGALON
Mot anly were most of the raviews
scathing. but averly technical. as
though the lame writet had nothing
petter to do than gao nta crnical
indapth datail about avary frame ot the
film! This 1ells me that it's the
avatweight couch potatoss and
convention nerds aha ahined 3about
1970 Godzills films  Fanboy: who
liv8s are :a ampty that of they 388 3
ditappointng film, they re traumatnized
far ite, The tact thatl these |nsers
19711 (indrilla hims proves

a7

Aesspize The




Ken's older
friends
{played by
Toshio
Shikaki, the
hero of
SILVER
KAMENI),
wha, under
the influence
ol alcohal,
has a vision
of mutant
animal-psople
dancing in 8
bar. Kan
also has
visions,
csused by
Hedorah's
underwater
attack on his
fathar. that

how great thess movies arel Too cool
for the gesksl Hedorah, the Japanese
word for poliution
is pronounced
“Head-dora." not
"Headra™ as

mistransiated in Hedarah, Ken‘s Godzilla

the Engligh dreams come itrue, but
dubbing. nat even the mighty
Hedorsh, dinosaur can

thiz, whg have a
uersnnalliy’- | mean, a
monstarality. Using his
mouth flames., he evan
scquires flight capability. a
great concept despite all
the crybabies who thought
it was too fake. Of course
it's fakel It's a sci-fi Hilm
for Christ saksl If you want
realism, go get alifsl Even
when the army’'s huge
genarator fails., Godzilla
manages to fire it up,
wasting Hedorah and its
internal eggs. Again,
Godzilla is an absoluts
genius, and one nl the
most chariesmatic,
respeciable and looked up
to (pun intended) heroas of
st st

FUGITIVE ALIEN -

Produced by Noburo
Tsuburaya, Jushichi Sanao,

Akiri Tsuburava, A Tsuburava

Production. Writars: Keiichi Aba, Bunzo
Wakatsuki, Toshihiga Araki, Hiroyasu

¥ amaura, Hiroyssu Yamaura, Hidayashi
Magasaka, Tehaohiro Andou, Music:

coincidently, is
the name of a
plague of mutant
blobs wha :
evolved from the °
poliutiaon af
Taganura Bav.
These murderous
monsters are
composed af
sludge and
sulturic acid, and §
can modify
thamssalves into
numerous forms,
enabling tham to
swim, fly, crawl, walk, spit acidic
sludge balle and sven fire a death rayl
Ken Yano (Hiroyuki Kawase), an
annoying little brat, and his family are
among the first to encounter these
tadpole-like monsters, As these
monsters (called Hedoras) unite and
enlarge, their cravings for factory smog
leads to death & destruction. One of

- * : | cratty. |
o f‘; ¥ prafer

fsinal lhandledlv defeat all Kario Masds. Dir.: Kiyesumi Kukazawa.
the smoggies. So Ken, Miforu Kanaya, English Version

shis lather, and the raleased by Sandy Frank, Creative
apansse army davise 3 Consultants; Jessie Vogel, Cinemedia
plan to clean Tokyo of Ltd., Feature Concept & Editing!

them damn Hadorah William L. Cooper Jr., Japaness
dudes, It's during this Varsion: Broadcast on Nihon TV,
jasdaroh that Os. ¥ Sno Original Japanese title; STAR WOLF,
says what sounds |ike: consisting of 24 episodes. lasting tram
Now that substance is a 4/3/78 to 9/25/78. qt
tadpole’s eyeball drowne Starring: Taisu ruma, Miy uki
fine.® | : -

 never could
figure out

f & that line. So
the army builds a totally
‘whopper eisctiric gensrator
ta dry out the remaining
Hedora (they all combined
to form one humongous
beast) and whatever

tadpole syeballs might be
Iying around, Meanwhile,
waird ‘hip kids® hold a party
on Mt, Fuji, and Yukio jams !
(away an his
falactric

| guitar, until
Hedorah

l comes to our
frescuse and

| silences him.
i God zilla

| arrives and
 there's a

ydrawn-out
battle, but

| excallant
onel Godzilla
comes of as 3 #?
genius, he's
cautious &

A r g e @ MONStATS like



Tanigawa, Joa
Shishide! Chosi
Takahazhi.
Tsutomu Yukawa,
Hiro Tateyamas,
cameo by Akihiko
Hirata,
Asufficient
sci-fi mavia, but
think it's more
enjoyable if it's
viewed weekly, 30
minutes at a time,
the way it was
meant to be,
STAR WOLF the
zeries is an
puterspace
program. sort of &
Japansess
equivalent of
STAR TREK or
SPACE: 1998, though marae closely
resembling Toei's MESSAGE FROM
SPACE series or any of that apimated
SPACE LOSER YAMATO junk, STAR
WOLE's special sffects suftfice. the
story is tolerable, and the dubbing i
standard. The acting ranges fram over
acuing which is unintentionally
humorous, to under acting i

unintentionally ridiculous.
The tale is about alien Wolf Raiders
at war with Earth, specilically with
Japan, lronically, the Wolf Raiders
{trom Valna Star)] look & sound just liks
the Japaness Earthlings they're a1 war
with. so they wear these long,
prownish wigs when they go on raids in
their spaceships. One Stat Welf is Ken,
who refused to shoot an Earth child
and accidently shot s fallow alien
instead. Whoopsie doopsy! So the
jaad villain, Harukan, banmshed him
from the Planet Yalna Star, forcing him
to defect to Earth. Though reluctant
for @ couple spisodes, he |oing the crew
of spaceship Bakas 3, commanded by
Gaptain Jos, arecovering alcohalic
wha's family (ot course) was killad by
Wolf Raiders, Another creswman is
Rocky {'Riyu’ in Japsnese) played by
sams bad actor entirsly alien to facial
exprezaion., Alse on hand is the

obligatary femaia character called Himi.
who, as always, wears a slightly tighter
uniterm than the male pilote, and it was
in the actress’s contract 1o show some

leg. Anyway. the |ater half of the film
has the crew of Bakas 3 an some Middie
Eastern-looking planet, trading for
crystals, Troubls begins when Ken gets
attacked & arrested by drunken

S te S0 soldiers, He
ezcapes from the
prison with the
help af a political
prisonser, and i1
becomes a gripping
adveniure of
gunfights & fist
fiphts before
coming face to
face with space
wiarriorezs Rita
("Rijia’), the sister
of the Walf Raider
who Ken killed at
the beginning of
: episode #1. She
meant to avenge
her bro‘s death,
but gsince shse and
Ken ars inlove
{with ssch ather),
she whimps oul
This minor subplot
. Wae [US1 an excuse
to show off anather pretty girl: we need
more subplots like this. Predictably,
she ends up dead in a shont out. but
she was never hitl She dies, but for no
apparent reason, Ken's remorse sver
her death doesn’'t last long, not when
he's got anether patential main squeszsa

{Himii waiting for him back at Bakas 3|
®

STAR FORCE
(FUGITIVE ALIEN 2)

Diztributed by King Features, a
subsidiary of Hearst Corporation

A2 a direct sequel to the sriginal
FUGITIVE ALIEN, it's more than similar
to that firsat film. So all my comments
on that ane apply 1o this one. Hell, |
didn't even include most of the credits
to this one, since they're the same as
in FUGITIVE ALIEN, Nesither movie is
great, but both are okay, they rs equal,

- muech
.attention.

The only raal &
difterence | : :
naticed iz that §E
the first one
was edited
beiter. Much
ol STAR
FORCE seams
vague,
unexplained,
Either that or
maybe | really
wasn' t paying

Both films

‘only barely get two stars, because
they've got their maomenis,
- were svan a little worss, 1'd give them

If they

only one star each.

Staryline: Continuing whers
FUGITIVE ALIEN abruptly sndsed. the
crew of Bakas 3 is headed to the planet
Seigar 10 destroy an aimighiy weapon
that those Seisar bastards created,
Bakas 3's crew has Colaensl (which
would be s=pelled ‘Kernsl’' il { wrote the
dictionaries) Yurulen, | assume Yurulen
got his name once he got promoted,
when somsbody said 1o him, *You're
rulin®1® Yurulen was originally a native
ot Seizar, but defected, Tha first half
of STAR FORCE (not related to the Star
Force in STARBLAZERS) is really dull
as Yurulen, Ken, Capt. Joe and cocky
Rocky deal with outerspace problems
like a black hole, a burning star,
treachery among crewmen, and a
malfunction. They eventualiy reach
Seisar and overcome NUMerous
obztacles beftore infiltrating anemy
hesdquarters. They attach a timebomb
to the deadly weapan. but as thay
sneak out, Yurulen hears his planet's
snthem and goes crazy. having an
identity crisis, He yells & runs, trying
to go back to deactivate the time bomb.
but gers shot by Seisar patroimen, Ken
& the othars in Seizar 3 fly away from
the exploding base, featuring impressive
miniatures (watch for excellant
Teuburaya work as the spaceship leaves
the exploding landscapel. Then it
abruptly cuts 1o what | beljeve is the
final episnde. as Ken thinks he keeps
seeing his mother (as in all Asian films,
his parents ars thought to have besn
dead). Turns out she was just a spy,
sent to attack Ken and aid other Waolf
Raiders to try and eteal an Earth
scientist’s valuable microtilm. Fed up
with the latest atrack by Halkan &
Valna Star. Ken and the other Bakas 3
people attack the planet! The ending
battle batween Halkan & Ken includes
swordplay, acrobats, fists and
zpaceships. but could have besn mars
fun if bite hadn't been edited out,
Halkan dies, and Bakas 3 comes back to
Earth, But Ken remaing an Valna Star

(his home pianat). 1o rebuiid & repair it.
- %
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