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Boring legal stuff (but read it anyway):

Copyright 2019 by David McRobie. All Rights Reserved.
Reproduction of material from within this book by
photographic, digital or other methods of electronic storage
or retrieval is prohibited without permission writing of the
author and publisher. All characters are copyright their
respective creators.
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InTakes:

Once upon a time, it used to be movies could only be
watched once. There was no
home video, no VHS or DVD,
or surround sound. There was
a certain thrill though, of
seeing a long awaited movie
appear in the weekly television
schedule.

We did have an
alternative to waiting for a
movie that might never show
up on television: 8mm home
movies. These were usually
200' compilations which ran
about 10 minutes or so. There were 50' reels which ran three
minutes. There were a wide variety of reels to purchase, from
cartoons to comedies to dramas to science fiction and horror.

There was something really special about owning your
own monster movie, and setting up the projector and screen,
having a snack or two ready and then watching some monster
movies with your friends. It really was like having your own
theater in your house. The ritual was to watch one or two before
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whatever monster movie was being shown on TV that day, just
to help get one in the proper mood.

Once | found out about these movies, | rented a lot from
the local library. These were usually hit or miss, but | did get to
see a wide variety of films, which was a good thing. | remember
being really happy to be able to watch the stop-motion skeleton
sequence from Jason and the Argonauts several times in a row.
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However, usually | wanted
to watch giant monster movies
and superhero cartoons, and
the library was not coming to
my rescue. But K-Mart did.

They actually stocked 8mm
movies to BUY. You could
plunk down $8-$10 and own
your own movie to watch
whenever you wanted. And if
they didn't have the movie you
were actually looking for, there
were catalogs for the two main
dealers, Castle Films and Ken
Films. Ken Films had the AIP
catalog, so they were the ones
| was most interested in. A fan
could order a movie from
various comic books and
monster magazines as well,
but the catalogs were the way |
always went. Every so often a
new catalog would show up,

and it would have some

different movies in it.

Of course, the movies were
rather expensive back then.
Nowadays you can own an
entire movie for almost the
same amount of money, and
this was in 1970s dollars.
MNaturally as a kid | couldn't

afford to own every movie | wanted (and there were a LOT of

them | wanted to own)



So the point of this issue? It's to compare and contrast
the original movie posters to their 8mm counterparts. The ones
chosen are my favorites, mostly. That means there will be a lot
of Japanese posters and movies. | threw a few superhero
cartoons in there just for fun, since they didn't have any posters.

My first 8Bmm movie (they came in both 8mm and Super
8mm) was something called “Battles of Ghidrah”. | believe it was
a birthday or Christmas present from my mother, but | am not
sure any more at this point. In due time | acquired “Varan, the
Unbelievable’, "When Dinosaurs Ruled The Earth" and my
personal favorite that | paid for myself- DESTROY ALL
MONSTERS. These were all the 200' versions as well.

There was no way to find out much about film back then,
how to care for it or things like that. One of the now funnier
stories about my beliefs was that you couldn't play a sound



movie in a silent projector, so | never even considered buying
any sound versions. | am not sure when | learned about splicing
film either, but sometimes one of the rentals would break and
you had to be able to fix it. So buying these movies, it made me
learn more about making my own movies.
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So over the next few pages, enjoy the images of both the
more exploitative movies and their accompanying box art. |
know | sure will! I've used the term 8mm for both regular and
Super 8mm movies, it was just easier. I've also included a few
of the other types of movies | had, such as these Gantry-
Lawrence adaptions of Marvel Comics, which remain to this day
the closest versions to the comic books that exist. There are
also plenty of foreign version of these movies, but for this issue it
will just be the ones available in the United States.



Credit where credit is due department:

| want to give credit for the general idea of this issue to
both August Ragone who let me write about the Godzilla home
movies in Famous Monsters of Filmland #262 and to Brock
DeShane for endlessly talking about these versions of the movie
(I traded the When Dinos comp for the superior Godzilla vs the
Thing back in the day). So this page is for him, since he has not
stopped talking about Clash of the Titans (1981) since the day
we met. We never knew about this version back then, since the
VHS revolution was just around the corner and the whole movie
could be rented or recorded from television soon enough.
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GHIDRaH, tHE THREE HEADED MIONStER
(1964)

| This was the first movie |
ever owned. It's really a well
edited compilation, but the cover
is ever so misleading, as Ghidrah
inever shows up at all. Instead,

Rodan battle, with it ending as
Mothra “talks” to them. | was

A few years later | ordered
the 50' version of the second compilation. | sent the $3.19 cash
4in the mail
and still
“received it.
That 5 some
Exceilent
USPS
,ﬂsewice!

‘This one had
a ton of
action, even
in a three
- minute
version,
starting with
the excellent
“birth” of
Ghidrah from
= a fiery meteor.
v They also
thoughtfully included the death of Malness by catching a boulder,
which is just as funny when played backward as it was forward.
It probably wasn't great for the actual film, but we didn't think of
such things back then.




The box art for both comps is obviously based on the
poster, though you can tell the artist didn't quite know what they
were doing, as none of the monsters quite match up with the

MONSTER
BAYHLES i
GODZLLA,
MOTHRA
AND RODA;!

FOoR THE

poster. An interesting thing about the US poster is that I've
never seen a full color version of it. It's always that garish yellow
and red one. Which is definitely eye catching, there is no
denying that.

The font used is really cool though. Mothra is nowhere to
be seen on the second box, which is odd considering she has
such a large role in the movie, and is prominent in both comps.



When Dinosaurs Ruled the Earth
(1970)

The next movie | received was this fun feature, which
oddly enough, was one of the last movies ever released on VHS.
The poster itself is incredible, with the inherent sexiness
combined with dinosaurs (well, sort of, as there is really only one
dinosaur present in the movie, but that's another story). The
colors are really cool and everything is eye-catching.

The box art is pretty much the same thing though far less
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distinct here and there.

The compilation itself is contains pretty much all the cool
stuff, except for the chasmosaurus sequence. The mother
“dinosaur” and the baby are featured thoroughly in ten minutes,
as is Victoria Vetri.

It was a little hard to understand the plot. | don't
remember if this one had English subtitles, since the movie itself
had no spoken English dialogue. | traded it to a friend of mine
for his 200' comp of GODZILLA VS THE THING (that will be
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discussed later). Upon review on youtube (how about that, the
internet is good for something after all!) there are subtitles for
the compilation as well.

The ending is especially confusing in 8mm form, but |
would say that about the movie when viewed in full as well. |
had no concept of what was going on in 1974 though. | had
seen both the 50' comp and the 200' comp. The movie actually
works pretty well at ten minutes.
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Yongary, Monster from Deep

1967

AIP-TV was a goldmine for fantastic Asian movies that
were considered unworthy of a theatrical release. They also had

-y

MONSTER
FROM THE DEEP
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a knack for naming movies. When | saw this movie in Ken Films'
catalog, | knew it had to be something cool just by the title alone.
However, when | eventually saw it on TV, well, it's not the best
giant monster movie from Asia. It's also not the worst that has
come from that continent. | would recommend the Biu Ray, as
the commentary for the movie is better than the film itself. It's



very informative and fun to listen to and provides a lot of insight
about the state of film making in South Korea in the late 60s.
The movie itself has an interesting history which is also
examined.

The compilation is prefty straightforward, skipping all the
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A Monster from another age...
o weith Terrifying destroctive powses]
i A mammath being that invades the Earthi

ﬂ an SMERRCAN IMTERNATEOMAL oty

YONGARY

MONSTER FROM THE DEEP

see OH YOUNG 1L NAM CHUNG-IA8  LEE SUM-CHAI
LEE KINANG HDO KANG MOOM

weliml bl W o # i mille, BOB Bi Do s m— i R

v BAS TR O Al 1 i

[RE ot fmrrm

we wanted to see- the monster destroying the cities. AIP really
went all out to sell the movie, and despite a pink Yongary, Ken
Films box looks pretty great. It made me want to see the movie,
that's for sure.




20 Million Miles To Earth

(1957)
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This was a movie that never aired except once in my
area, and the television was broken that night, so | couldn't
watch it. This movie is perfect for a ten minute compilation, you
can get most of the monster stuff in there. There was the
elephant fight and the final battle in here. One of Ray
Harryhausen's most sympathetic characters and a great design.

Having looked at several of the posters for this movie, not
a one of them resembles the box art at all. The image used for
the box is from a still or a lobby card, though it's definitely eye-
catching, for sure.

14



This was the 8mm movie that proved to my friends and |
we could play a sound version on a silent projector, since a
sound copy had been mistakenly sent and we HAD to watch the

movie,

TERROR %
FROM %
OUTER
SPACE!
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I'd never seen this poster before, and | really like it,
especially the use of color, or lack thereof. The Coliseum is
present, and the Ymir towers over everything. The name Ymir
was a holdover from one of Harryhausen's never realized movies
and it's face would be refashioned into the Kraken's face in a

later movie.



Battle in Outer Space

(1959)

| never even knew this was available on for home
movies. And yet here it is! Obviously with that caveat, |'ve never
seen the 8mm film, so | have no idea what it would entail.

COLUMBIA PICTURES
presents

BATTLE
/N OUTER

SPAG

My guess would be that it would be the moon battle and the final
battle of the spaceships between the Earth and Natal.

This was also a movie that | never saw until the early
1990s, nor had ever even heard of, which is pretty amazing to
me now. It's a fun movie, and the last part is a battle in space
between the Earth and the Natal forces. Nothing like this had
ever been shown before on the screen, with laser beams flying
back and forth between the two armies. Add to that the

16



destruction of cities and the movie is something to see,
especially back in 1959.

It is an unofficial sequel to Toho's 1957 sci-fi spectacular
The Mysterians, which doesn't seem to have been released on

SPACE A
WAGES WAR {/ /
UN EARTH! } '

‘“‘“‘«-‘: BATTLE
x ““Iﬂ OUTER

released by RKO Studios.

Be that as it may, both movies are well worth watching. The
space battles are very exciting, especially with the grand Ifukube
music playing. Columbia wisely left his contributions alone for
the US release. It's been speculated that this movie with it's
exciting space battles had an influence on a young George
Lucas, but there's no documentation proving it.



The Deadly Mantis (1957)

Now here's a movie that probably only should have been
eight to eleven minutes long. OK, so it's not that bad, but
nothing much happens for most of the movie. It had a fine

eirre MEADIIY & A ASCIENCEFICTION THRILLER!
e [TFAl o A"

4,000 TONS
OF HORROR!

ek
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c}pniﬁﬁ,ﬂif nothing unusual for a giant monster movie, but then it
just apes better movies for the rest of it's rather short running
time.

This is certainly an eye-catching box. | never owned any
of the Castle Films versions, mostly because they didn't have the
Godzilla license, and my area showed a LOT of the Universal
monster and science fiction movies.

| think having seen this movie several times on TV and
not being that impressed with it made me want it less than other
monster movies. It's too bad the movie doesn't feature some city

| 8



destruction by the Deadly Mantis. It would have helped make
the mavie more exciting and memorable.

| have seen this movie several time in the course of my
life, and | don't remember if there are any scenes of city
destruction at all. One has to admire the blood dripping off the
claws of the Deadly Mantis in the box art, implying there would
be gruesome deaths in the movie. Of course, there are plenty of
gruesome deaths in the movie, they just all happen off screen.

THIS WAS THE DAY THAT ENGULFED
“% THE WORLD IN TERROR!

"'... III“ __\
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Now this poster is really something, quite nice and well done. |t
delivers an exciting premise. One can't fault the movie for not
being nearly as scary as the poster promises. The did let you
know Washington, DC would be under attack, at least.
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FRENKENS{EIN CONQUERS tHE WORLD
(1988)

This is one of the most interesting boxes, as it is definitely
based on the AIP poster, featuring the most muscular (as well as

SUPER 8
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American
the most blue) Frankenstein monster ever, and the weirdest
version of Baragon ever drawn, which includes the one on the
DESTROY ALL MONSTERS poster. They did however get the
“breath” weapon right, as in many stills it's shown as lightning

bolts. It's not even featured on the theatrical poster.

| like how the A.l.P. Logo is featured prominently on the
box. Ken Films evidently thought this was a selling point, as they
had the logo on quite a few boxes. When that logo showed up

20



on the TV screen | knew that something fun would be on it's way
most of the time, be it from Japan or a Roger Corman style flick,
AIP almost never disappointed me.

Nick Adams is the star of the movie. At least AlP didn't

_ THE SEVEN
7  WONDERS
' OF THE

WORLD

NICK ADAMVS

’ i il ]
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FRaNKENSTEIN

CONQUERS e WORLD
reom AMERICAN INTERNATIOMNAL w GOLORSEUFE

A TOHO CO., LTD., HENRY G. SAPERSTEIN ENTERPRISE PRODUCTION A

claim it was an “international” cast, but they could have added a
few of the other stars' names. AIP didn't even have the cliched
“cast of thousands” that Varan, the Unbelievable used.



EquiNoX

(1970)

Now here's a movie and box that pretty much match each
other up completely.

However, the compilation doesn't feature Taurus, the ape
monster at all. Not a single frame. To make matters worse, the

| SUPER 8

o/
Ken Films catalog specifically mentions to beware of the ape
monster in it's blurb. When questioned about this, the company
wrote back and told the buyer that they did not even offer
“Equinox” for sale. They nicely included another catalog for
perusal, and of course, there was “"Equinox” offered in four
different versions. This is still the most awesome story of
customer service I've ever been a part of, to this day. The
failure of the company on this movie extended to so many levels
| don't think it could ever be topped.
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Here we have the original poster. It's very much like a comic
book of the time period. However, only the monsters are
represented well. The humans depicted look nothing like their
actual counterparts in the movie, but that's nothing unusual. The
supernatural colors are just wonderful.



Rodan, the Flying
Monster (1956)

This is one of Toho's finest monster movies. The effects
are second to none, and it is amazing to watch on the big
screen. The English dub improves on the movie, especially the

| owned the 3 minute version of this movie, but came to it
late. Ebay is still a good source for these movies and | got my
film that way. One of the many wonderful things about these
versions is that even at three minutes the editors usually made
the story make sense.

Rodan was also blessed with a great marketing
campaign and many different posters. The movie itself broke
science fiction movie box office records when it was originally
released in the United States.



| think reproduction at the size of 8mm boxes wasn't good

2 D ﬂﬂﬁm

enough at the time, which is why many posters had to be
redrawn slightly.
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e UK poster, which is similar to the standard US one.
Must have been really scary to receive the dreaded Certificate X!
Rodan looks closer to his movie appearance on this poster. I
wonder what the “Preview Attractions” were on this home movie.



The Creature from the Black Lagoon
(1953)

This is an odd way of marketing a very popular movie.
Castle gets the name wrong and doesn't even show the titular
Creature. Instead it's an odd mishmash of “This Island Earth”
images. Castle had an odd way of selling some of their movies.

Now, the Metaluna Mutant is a fine creation, though sadly
underused in it's movie, but really, it's no Creature. It's a very
generic piece of artwork as well, though the colors are nice and
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evocative of the time period.

The 16mm versions of their movies are really well done.
| am pretty sure those did not come in cool little cardboard
boxes. |'ve seen several of them and they make great
featurettes. They were all of the Universal monster movies from
the 30s and 40s. They were just the right length of time to make
you want to see the entire movie. It didn't hurt that most of these
movies were 70-80 minutes long in full, so you could get a lot of
the story when they were condensed.



Yeah, there's just no topping this poster, and no
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RICHARD CARLSON-JULIA ADAMS
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reasonable explanation why this wasn't used to sell the 8Bmm
home version of the movie.



Varan, tHE UNBELIEVaBLE
(1958)

The movie may not be great entertainment, though | have
a sentimental attachment to it, but the poster is phenomenal.
Ken Films wisely decided not to changa very much of the poster

for the box.

This was the second 8mm film | ever owned, so | have
seen it many many times. When the full movie finally was aired |
knew exactly what would happen. The 11 minute version had
most of the monster scenes so that was really great.

The movie didn't even run the full eleven minutes, since
there were "preview attractions” added. In my version, it was a
Little Rascals short where the boys- Alfalfa, Buckwheat and
Porky- cut school and go to a carnival. The Haunted House ride
scares them silly.

Back then, no one had any idea how much of the original
Japanese movie had been replaced by the US actors . It's not a

28



great movie in either version, despite what some fans might tell
you. Varan himself is a pretty nifty design.
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Boy, | wuu!d have loved to see this movie in the theater.
Heck, it would be a great looking comic book cover!

The movie is now considered "lost” as it has only ever
been released on VHS in a full-screen format. There are some
35mm prints of it still around, as one fan has reported seeing a
screening of it. | also find it funny how Toho Studios doesn't like
what the US distributors did to their various movies- with good
reason- but they tend to use all the US titles for marketing
purposes.



ONE MILLION YEARS, BC (1966)

This is my favorite dinosaur movie of all time. | never

{’

-"' Sula:ltd Scenes e

2 "'n, -

TRCLRTOPS 'm' -u-*" k
F

THE TAVACE f-

saw this for sale in a store, because I'm almost sure | would
have purchased it, or at least asked for it as a present. It's also
my favorite Harryhausen movie.

It never took precedence when | was looking through the
Ken Films catalog though, mostly due to wanting to own more
Godzilla movies. The price tag just didn't allow me to purchase
all the film | wanted to back then!

Fortunately for me, this movie aired quite a bit in my neck
of the woods, at least once a year. | was about six years old the
first time | saw this movie, on the "ABC Sunday Movie of the
Week" and it had a huge impact on me. For the first time in my
life | saw what looked like real dinosaurs on my TV screen,
acting the way terrible lizards should act, |.E. trying to eat ever
cave person in sight.

| love every part of the movie, even the earthquake at the
end, though of course | wanted to see more and more dinosaurs.
Now when | watch it | realize how all the elements of the movie
worked well together, from the casting to the stop-motion effects
to the amazing musical score.

30



The poster isn't too different from the box. They are
obviously selling Raquel's charms, but the dinosaurs are
featured as well. | wonder if the 8mm film had subtitles?

THMFEL BACK THROUGH TIME AND SPACE TO THE EDGE OF MAN'S
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| have to say, there are so many cool posters for this
movie from various countries, one could just make an entire
chapter about them. I'm also surprised The Valley of Gwangi
never got a home movie release.



GODziLLa VS tHE THING

(1964)

Looking over the boxes, I'm kind of surprised to see there
are only three Godzilla movies available from Ken Films (four if
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:_n,rnu cnut the two ia mres How odd is that?
| did own this one at one point. | traded my 200’ reel of

WHEN DINOSAURS RULED THE EARTH to my friend (the

same one mentioned in the Equinox bit) for his copy of this

movie. | still think | got the better part of that trade. Years later
he bought it back from me.

This is one of the most reptilian representations of
Godzilla you will ever see. It's interesting to see him portrayed
with no eyeballs and blood dripping out of his jaws. AIP sure did
had a misleading ad campaign for this movie. Perhaps they
didn't or couldn't use the name Mothra since Columbia had
released that, or perhaps they just wanted people to wonder



what Godzilla would be fighting. It sure worked on me before |
saw the movie on television in the mid-70s.

Godzilla is very green on the box as well. It's a bit of a

combination of couple different posters, with the legs and a
question mark.

Godzilla appears to be drooling here (possibly thinking

"WHAT IS [T+t s

(AN EMEHJEHN INTER NATIUNFLL PICTURE - Produced by TGHD ED l.td
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about eating the egg), but this is one pretty awesome poster.

He's actually painted as the “right” color, something that some
Godzilla fans can be happy about.
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The Giant Behemoth

(1939]

The third giant reptile on the loose series of monster
movies directed by Eugéne Lourié is my favorite of his “trilogy”.
In England it was known as Behemoth, the Sea Monster, which |

The 200 1. Horror
fram the Earth's

: = Beginming, hurning
8 MM _ the human race
HOME | ='3 with its Hell Fire..
IMOVIES crushing the world
in its path!
NOTHING so fright-
ful has ever been
seon |

think it also a really cool title. The movie adds to the creepiness
with the addition of some pretty horrific radiation effects on a few
of the extras. | have seen the 50" version of this movie, and it
was mostly the ferry destruction sequence. The decision to use
this sequence is inexplicable, since there's so many better parts
to the movie that would fill three minutes much better than a
scene with a poorly maoving puppet head. | think there might
have been two whole shots of stop-motion. It was easily the
most disappointing fifty feet of film | ever saw back then. I've
heard even the 200' version is lacking in drama and action as
well,
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The box is pretty much the US poster, a wise decision
there. It's a pretty great poster as well, with an accurate portrayal

.. GENE EVANS - M-’-EIEEHEFFE‘:I.J. AN TURNER - + DAVID DIAMONE i
EUGENE LOURKE - sy w EUGENE LOURIE - - oI

of the paleosaurus.

| do think the darker colors on the box work a little better.
The orange background seems to kind of blend into everything.
The paleosaurus looks great though, with the contrast to the
other colors, which may have been the point. Ken Films added
some blood to their box.
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Jason anbD +HE ARGONauts

(1963)

This movie was available for purchase in 8mm form in
four different parts. Battle with Talos, Triton, Lord of the Deep,
Hydra of Hades, and The Golden Fleece. | was able to rent this
final part, which featured the skeleton sequence, but at the time |
really wanted to see the Hydra.
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The funny thing is the skeleton battle is the standout sequence of
the movie. | wanted to see monsters though, especially the
Hydra, since it looks amazing. It's sequence isn't that dynamic
overall, for a variety of reason.

The boxes all have the same artwork, just different titles
to them. It's not the most exciting artwork, even if it is based on
the original poster. One can see why people thought it was
another Italian peplum movie. This will be discussed in an
upcoming issue of Xenorama, he said promisingly.

| did watch the skeleton sequence a lot, so much so that |
knew what would happen when Jason was re-released in 1978. |
still wonder why falling into the water would stop the skeletons.
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Curse of the Demon

(1958)
| never saw this growing up, but the pictures of the
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demon were always around. | think the movie might have truly
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scared me. It's a great movie, though some fans wish the
demon wasn't included. | love it, but | can see why it would work
without the beast.

had never seen the Bmm comp until this movie was released on
Blu Ray (this set is amazing and worth every penny, just go buy
it now). The version on the disc is silent and runs about 7
minutes. It's pretty succinct, but even if you hadn't seen the
movie you would know what it was about. It's a cool little
monster film, but without all the context of the movie that's all it
is, rather than the classic it should be.

The box looks a lot like the poster, and if anything the
demon being in red makes it look even scarier. It's nice to see
both Dana Andrews and Peggy Cummins on the box art as well,
even if they are not credited.
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[t CaMe FroM Beneatd tHe Sea
1955
Probably my favorite of Harryhausen's black and white

Out of primordial depths to destro y the world!
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movies, mostly because | love the octopus. | have been
fascinated by the cephalopods from a young age and a movie
about a giant octopus was right up my alley.
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It's got a great theatrical poster, but this is how Columbia
sent it out if you bought it from them. Way to go all out there to

Of course, it's not
as bad as the first DVD
cover they released.
Sometimes | think they
really hate Ray's movies.
At least the box looks
classy.

This box is for the
400' compilation, which
probably comes with
sound. | never owned any
of those longer films,
mostly because | didn't
know they existed and if |
had, the cost would have
been $20 or so back in

for less than six dollars.
Still, I'm glad | got up at 12:30 AM to watch the movie on a tiny
TV set back in 1978.
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Monster from a Prehistoric Planet

1967

The blurb for this movie in Ken Films' catalog mentioned
Vast / Hideous / Invinciblp”

>

the monsters, but also warned us to watch out for the giant
octopus. There is indeed an octopus in the movie, but the
mother Gappa has brought it to feed her kidnapped baby. It
menaces absolutely no one.
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This movie never got a theatrical release in the States,
but did in much of the rest of the world, prompting some
confusion from seeing posters and stills in various books on
monster movies. The movie is exactly the same length and
content WISE but AIP-TV gave ita much more exciting name

| T BLACK & WHTE SUPER 8

DESTRUCTIVE
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- e
51 ? irom 3
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17 /% N\ PREHISTORIC

than Gappa, the Triphibian Monster. What they left out was that
the prehistoric planet was Earth. It is a fun movie, with a
touching finale (the flmmakers say they had not seen Gorgo
(1961), though it's almost the same ending)

Whoever designed the poster had the most basic idea of
the monster. It sort of looks like Gappa, but only just barely. It's
close enough for rock and roll and an 8mm movie box. | love the
look of Gappa, and the suit makers did a fine job of making the
suits subtly different for the parent monsters. The baby really
does look like a burnt lizard.
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It Conquered the World

(1956)

The most astounding alien from Venus tries to conquer
the world with the help of an idealistic scientist. The poster is

Every rman
il privQner...
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pretty great, and makes Beulah (the name the cast gave the
alien) look properly terrifying.

It's just when the alien is actually seen in full that the
illusion is rather, let's say, destroyed. | love the way the creature



looks, but it just can't move properly in real time. They did they
best they could, and it shows. Beulah still looks way better than
Zontar ever did.

T i

EVERY MAN ITS PRISONER|
_EVERY WOMAN TS SLAVE!

e M e, ) — - — 2 o
The movie itself, despite the story line, is well done. The
actors are good and the characters all have the proper
motivations. There is even the right amount of intentional
comedy featured. Had Beulah been a bit better realized it
wouldn't be quite the same movie it turned into nowadays.

How did an alien with no legs or fingers ever get from
Venus to the Earth? It's mentioned there are a few more of
these aliens on Venus, but they must have decided the Earth
was too dangerous once Lee Van Cleef was not on their side
any more. |t was a good thing that Lee was bad for that ugly
alien invader.
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1960

This movie has a phenomenal poster. It's also a lot of
fun, especially if you see it as a kid. It wasn't broadcast in my
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area until | was in my late teens, and it didn't appeal to me much
then, but as I've gotten older | really enjoy the movie for what it
is, a comedy film with dinosaurs in it.

e s or 100,000,000 vesms asor

Ty T

The movie sure has a lot of great posters, and | could see
how someone might be annoyed if they thought the movie was
more serious based on any of the posters they would have seen
adverting this movie.

The box art is not remotely like any of the posters, but it
is pretty great as well. It is based on the soundtrack that was
released at the time. Had | seen this compilation for purchase
with that rather misleading caption, | probably would have bought
it and been rather disappointed in the film, since the box infers
that there would be a lot of "primeval monsters” and there would
have been stuff with a caveman and a kid interspersed with the
dinosaurs.
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DESTROY ALL MONSTERS

(1968)

Wow, this one hurts. This is my favorite Godzilla movie
of all time, and it has never had many good posters. | am not
sure what it SHOULD look like, but even the Japanese poster
isn't that enthralling. The cover here looks like someone traced
parts of the US poster and colored it in with crayons.

The eleven minute version was well done, and got most of the
great monster action scenes in it. That made it a very satisfying
viewing experience for me back in the day. It will come as no
surprise to anyone that | watched this movie the most of all the
ones | owned. The box really bears no resemblance to the
poster at all, except maybe Angilas and Ghidorah. Poor Rodan
doesn't look a thing like his movie counterpart either. Mothra
was pretty easy to get correct, though that drawing looks it came
from the original '62 movie.
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See what | mean? Tell me which monster is Godzilla.
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Gorosaurus is sort of recognizable, but Godzilla is ar:tua[ly,nr listed
as a "star”. In fact, none of the four “stars” are featured on the
poster very well. You can see Angilas, Ghidorah, possibly Minya
and Spiga there. Even the Moonlight SY3 (the greatest
spaceship ever) is done well. At least Angilas get some respect.
It's not a bad poster, it's just not as great as this movie demands
it should be.

The sound version of the movie calls the Kilaak “evil
spirits” and that they were defeated at the end of the movie.
That was something unusual to hear and was added in for the
sound version.

£8
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And finally, here's a movie that has no true poster, but
the box just awesome. It was for sale at my local K-Mart, but for
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"gigantic flying robot on the bottom of the box. | believe | thought

his was something like the fun Roc |-u—-Trr| an serials that had been
airing in my area and didn't think it was a giant monster,

I've since discovered promotional material for the AIP-TV
movie, and there r'-lIF a
'ew ads for it at least, and
one looks like a F.I-:f}?-;’[li .
Meither the movie or the
show ever aired In my

area while | was growing
up. | saw one episode of
the series In Kansas

which made me want to

sege more of the show, but
alas, that would not
happen until 1988 and

he home vid revolution
that was happening then.
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‘ nice to
5 get

| wish they
so air the other
s. and some
], like
Ultraman, Speed Racer, Journey to the Center of the Earth and

perhaps Kimba the
White Lion. An
afternoon block
would be great to




QOutTakes:

Looking back at what was offered from Ken Films I'm
surprised there were no Gamera movies available. What would
make Yongary and Gappa more enticing than a giant turtle? The

From Outer Space wasn't included either, and it is better than
hose other two movies. it's especially interesting considering
AIP is all over Ken Films.

| never got more than seven or eight of these movies,

hey were ever so expensive back then. One would have to

hoose very carefully for $10 back then was a lot of money.

hat made them all the more special to me and my friends
hough. While | do appreciate the convenience of watching a
movie any time | want to now, there was just something about
owning film of your favorite monster films that | wouldn't trade all
he DVDs and VHS tapes in the world.

This is indeed the third edition of this book, updated with
a few more movies and some re-written prose and now falls
under the numbering of Xenorama proper. That does mean the
ormer version of this will go out of print now, and turn into
omething of a collectible.

It looks like next issue will be a colossal sized one,
eaturing the superheroes of Hanna-Barbera. It'll be fun!

Stay tuned...
- David
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OK, Guilala was never made it to 8mm home movies, but
it sure should have.
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another awesome issue
of Xenorama is in your
nands! by David
McRobie with cover art
oy Dan Ross

Before there was DVD or home
video there were 8mm movies-
short Film compilations of your
Favorite movies that you could
actually own. This is a look at
the posters that inspired the
box art For many of the
Fantastic films that were
offered For sale in those
halcyon days
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