ik you for joining the KAIJU PRODUCTIONS G-Fan, Kaiju Review, Yume Kaiju, Video Watchdog, etn::..;"?E

r some of you it has been quite some time Does this give us time to do our own ‘zine? Unforiunately not; &
sation has come your way. We apologise!! We but we would like to thank all of you who hel ppoTt oL
3 into publishing options for our magazine or previous magazine, Markalite, which led t
nshin! After a couple of deals didn't quite interest in Japanese Fantasy and inspireg
involved with participating in SF/Anime put together some of the fine publicatiof
g Japanese SPFX panel discussions. later in this update). This does not m

ere;at the Los Angeles Comic Book and doing another mag in the future! \%611 n
_ vehtion at the Shrine Auditorium where happen.
hnson diéssed:up in a promotional “Powered Baltan” We would like to keep evearyong
 Lifframan Great in a stage show put on by us projects going on out there, not only b

C: other fans! So here's how you can‘:,iet
8 also done several lectures on Godzilla scoops! Send us a self addressed, sta
gisch, Portland, Virginia and Berkeley. Plans each time you get an update, send an%h
aid out for another Japanese Fantasy keep you posted on information involvings
ow, as well as a book project which is mags, video and movie releases and
ve and may soon be cooking right along! happenning in the world of Japantasy. If y
I So as you can see, August Ragone, Bob on any of the above you want fans to kno

Patrick Macias have been pretty busy. The it in to us and we'll pass it around! .
jfating to the contrary have been greatly Thanks again for all the past and fut
and sometimes downright humorous!). In keep your eyes open for us, we'll be around fo

ublications such as V-Max, Asian Trash Cinema, XAugust - Bos - P&

Monsters, Superheroes and Adventure are Waiting for You!
In Every Issue of the Henshin Newsletter!

Just send a self-addressed, stamped envelope (9x12)
with 55 cents postage to:
Kaiju Productions, 1726 Divisadero, San Francisco, CA 94115
We'll send you the next issue! Foreign orders please inquire for price.




“HENJHIN FLASH!

BINVFERD: FEATIYE-G0D OF TS § STRRS

It is not a well known fact that Toho has produced a number of
superhero teleseries over the years; @nbowman Zone Fighter, Diamond
Eye, Bankid, Megaloman and cop. Now Toho has retumned with an

i . of the 7 Stars (Shinchi- Sel Tnshln

ﬁﬁp&;om such as the
{he show is a

hybrid: part all
been attempted

Nou-Ryuu?: A5 :

subversivé, seo[:gt society transforms

Rider), a battie-¢yborg'to" police their
l ,;ehut were injected

;that he him
allows the Gufr‘ﬁurg to transrimg

_agﬂo). who with the
ave created an army

na stands in Crown's way.
pecomes empowered with the
3 arts techniques representing

: ug fa plasma attack), “Kyoku Sei-
Ken" (Chi-| powered punch), Gekl Ryu Shou" (Chi-powered karate chop) and
the kicking techniques: “Bakurai-Wa" (Exploding Mine Wave), “Saigeki-Shu,”
“Fukaran-Bo" (Tempest Flower Raining Chaos) and the “Jirai-Shin" (Land-
Mine Shock). Guyferd, the Fighting-God of the 7 Stars is bomn!

SUPEReLIGAT W

The series began April 8th,
on TV Tokyo and is the brainchild of the
man who brought you the innovative
and aforementioned Cybercop,
Hiromitsu Muraishi, who is also
directing the series. After seeing the
first several episodes, all this author
has to say is, Guyferd is the BEST
show of its kind in many a moon. With
the majority of genre teleseries going
serio-comic, Guyferd is a breath of
fresh air: serious and violent! This is
the program to watch out for, a hero
series that is the closest thing to the
1970s' “Golden Age" of Japanese
superheroes, a story uncluttered of
endless vehicle and mecha
merchandising dictated by the
corporate giant Bandai.

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED!

Above, Tohao's new
hero GUYFERD.
Left,

Kazema prepares

to transform.
Below left, Toei's
third series of

Toei, enjoying the most success they have had since the “Golden
Age,” and without much fanfare, has produced a third superhero series for
the 1996 season, Super-Light Warrior: Changerion (Cho-Ko Senshi
Shiyanzerion), premiering on TV Tokyo, April 3rd (the same network as
Guyferd) and was created by Saburo Hatte. Shot on video, Changerion
features the exploits of happy-go-lucky private-eye Akira Suzumura, who
stumbles into the middle of an attempted hijack of a truckioad of “power
crystals” by a monster from “The Darkside.” As the truck crashes and
explodes near him, Suzumura is bombarded with the particles. Soon
afterwards, members of a scientific research organization find him out and
bestow him with the “Chanvisor,” allowing him to challenge the forces of The
Darkside as “Changerion.”

The Dark Dimension's Monster Army is led by the vile “Priest
Mordoz.” This evil, other-worldly organization is breaching into our plane (ala
Stargate) and only Changerion can stop their “Darkness Monsters.”

With the use of computer CDs, Changerion employs the
assistance of three support robots, which transform into vehicles: “Houjinki®
(a hover-cannon), “Rikushinki” (a motorcycle) and *Ku'uretsuki® (a flying
unit), in order to halt the plans of Mordaz and his cohorts “General Zandar”
and "Professor Vinsuuh.”

This show seems promising. The first several segments were
entertaining and seemed to be more tuned to the early 1980s in approach
(light-hearted hero + serious setting), i.e. Space Sheriff Sharivan. The
series' SPFX are being helmed by Toho/Tsuburaya alumnist Kazuo Sagawa
(The Last Dinosaur) and boast some impressive CGI optical effects and
slick production values. Definitely superior to Toei's current entries in its
Sentai (CarRanger) and Metal-Hero (Beetle-Fighter Kabuto) categories
this season, in that it is taking a different approach than the aforementioned
series of the last several years. However, CarRanger is growing on me. Itis
an intentional comedy and | like that.

Changerion is being sponsored, like Guyferd, by a toy
manufacturer other than Bandai: Sega Enterprises. This is a radical move,
since all of Toei's shows are sponsored/controlled in part by Bandai and
most other shows supported by underdog toy companies (i.e. Takara for
Cybercop) flopped. Perhaps it is a time for change. Let's hope that
Guyferd and Changerion lead that change...the Japanese superhero
needs it!



Compiled and Written by August Ragone & Bob Johnson

A group in Japan claiming to be the friends of Japanese A-bomb
survivors of World War 1l are obviously no friends of our's. Not only have
they had episode #12 of Ultra 7 banned for the last 25 years, they also had
the mutant's scene from Catastrophe: 1999 (Last Days of Planet Earth)
trimmed out of the film in Japan. Now, horror of horrors, they have banned
a movie that saw its first release in theaters in 1963, Toho's Matango,
better known here as Attack of the Mushroom People. About to be re-
released on laser disc, the film was deemed as offensive to victims
suffering side affects from nuclear radiation. What's next, H-Man or The
Mysterians? This type of overreacting has got to stop! By condemning
Matango, this group has deprived fantasy fans in Japan of one of Toho's
finest films.

The second of the new Gamera films
has been released in Japan, this one called
Gamera 2: Advent of Legion. Running against
high expectations brought on by the first film, this
one features an all new monster that arrives on }
Earth via a meteor. The name Legion refers to the |
swarm of otherworldly insects that swarm like %
locusts similar to the Biblical story. This swarm |
combines to become the final, giant monster. &
Living on glass and having a psychic link to a §§
giant plant, this monster(s) will provide a &
formidable foe for the titanic turtle. See future §
issues of Henshin for more news and reviews on
this reptilian slug fest.

Ultraman Neos has been scrapped
due to lack of original ideas for the series and §
Ultraman Wonderful World is playing in
theaters throughout Japan (see review in this issue). Look for an all new
Ultraman on Japanese TV this Fall. The series is only in the planning
stages as of this writing, so look for more information later on!

If you get the chance to see Ultraman Zearth (the third part of
Ultraman Wonderful World), watch for Cleveland native Brad Warner
with the film’s only English lines. As a reporter on the scene, Brad stated,
“The golden mask of King Tut is missing. Professors August Ragene and
Bob Johnson of the Markalite Institute of Egyptology have been called in to
investigate.” Unfortunately, the line was cut. g

Toel has been very busy lately with no less than three live action
superhero shows on the air as of this writing. Oh-Ranger has concluded
and spawned an original video release called Super-Powered Task Force
OH-Ranger ~ OH-Ranger vs. Kakuranger. Back on the TV screen, the
Sentai series are rewing up and burning rubber with Nitro-Fuelled Task
Force: Car-Ranger. Could this be a follow up or rip off of Toei's earlier
Turbo-Ranger? Only time and Henshin will tell. But, I'll do ya one better if
you've got the nerve, let's race all the way to Deadman'’s Curve.

Beetlemania is still strong in Japan as Heavy Armored Beetle-
Fighter (Jukou Befuaita) concluded in March with the heroes facing off

B!

with and destroying the head villain, Gachm. The series ended with a
special two-parter teaming up Beetle-Fighter with Blue Swat, Janperson
and their ally, GunGibson. Since the series was picked up by Saban (see
Western Front below), a second season of B-Fighter will be aired in Japan,
called Beetle-Fighter Kabuto (Befuaita Kabuto), with all new heroes,
mecha and villains. The setting for B-F Kabuto is several years after the
defeat of Gaohm. The Earth Academia is now called the Cosmo Academia
and utilizes a much stronger Beet-Armor which is fifty times stronger than
the original. Stay tuned for more as Beetle-Fighter hits US shores!

Godzilla may be dead, but Toho is still very
much alive. In theaters, Toho is releasing a
sequel to a movie that did very well in last
summer's box-office. The new film is called The
School of Ghosts 2 (Gakko no Kaidan 2). It is
directed by Hideyuki Hirayama. I'll let you guess
the title of the first film.

Another film coming out this year is a
remake of a late 1970s Shochiku film called
Village of the Eight Gravestones (Yatsuhakka
Mura). It is based on a story by Seishi Yokomizu
and directed by Kon Ichikawa, who did Princess
From the Moon.

Gaga Communications is back in the
™ fantasy business with three releases of its own

% this year, Otherworldly Evil (Makai Tensho), a
=3 remake of a film that starred Sonny Chiba and
" Hiroyuki Sanada leads the way. Blue Dragon
(Dorangon Buru), which features a Gillman-type monster designed by
Steve “The Guyver" Wang and Wizard of Darkness 2 (Ekoeko Azaraku 2)
follows as a sequel to guess what film.

Gaga is also releasing a video version of Go Nagai's comic strip
called The Shameless School (Harenchi Gakuen). This one features a
guest appearance by Daijiro Harada who played the G-Force pilot from
Godzilla vs. Mechagodzilla and a character called “Hige-Gojira” which
means “Bearded Godzilla." Maybe he's not dead, just old and gray.

Other fantasy entries to watch for are Bandai Visual's film
version of Osamu Tezuka's Blackjack, an other-worldly surgeon, starring
Kamen Rider hero Hiroshi Fujioka and a made for video series called
Blackout (Burakuauto) which is billed as a cross between Tsuburaya's
Operation: Mystery (Kaiki Dai-Sakusen, 1968) and the X-Files.

This year's Godzilla entry (sorry—it's hard to accept he's dead)
is a film featuring Mothra. Look for a film featuring a solo story of King
Ghidorah, based on a prophecy by Nostradomus that a dragon will
decimate the Earth in 1999. Guess he didn't know it would be Toho's three
headed wonder.

On to the other side of the Ocean...
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Fighter will be coming over here as Big, Bad Beetle Borgs. Not much info
as of this writing, but we will have more next ish!
Everyone's favorite Saturday momning bug is also back. No, not

There is almost as much news in the West as in the East these
days. Is a Japanese invasion of the US in ' g
the works? Judge for yourself!

Leading the way to the US
market are those chop-suey specialists,
Saban with three series running in the fall.
Power Rangers has been renewed for
another sixty episodes next season under
the new name of Power Rangers Zeo.
Those who keep an eye on local toy stores
already know that the Rangers are finally
changing their costumes for the new and
improved OH-Ranger models. Some color
changes will be made. Tommy goes from
White to Red, Adam from Black to Green
and Rocky from Red to Blue. David Yost,
originally intending to leave the series, has
had a change of heart (probably noticing how well the other deserters have
done) and will probably be King Ranger, known in Zeo circles as either the
Black or Gold Ranger.

As mentioned in the Eastern Front, Heavy Armored Beetle-

Spider-man, but Masked Rider. Look for
more of the same as last season.
For those of you who like your
Japanese Fantasy in a classic vein, look
or Orion Video's release of Johnny
Sokko and His Flying Robot. The first
four volumes cover the first eight episodes
with two each at SP speed. You can't go
wrong with this, especially at a suggested
retail price of under ten bucks!
The big news though is the
acquisition of Gamera Guardian of the
Universe by A.D. Vision! It is slated for
video, but look for a limited theatrical
release in at least ten cities first. This is the
best Japanese monster movie since the
1960s, so get out there and support it! If it comes to your town, let us know
here at Henshin, and we'll see if we can compile a list of where it was shown.
It doesn't get any better than that, so we'll end it here. Look for
more great news next issue!




By Richard Phillips

After filming an eight minute
pilot for a proposed series called
Ultraman Neos, Tsuburaya Productions
scrapped the idea in favor of a
theatrical release called Urg;,am“'
Wonderful World. This filmi "|;n

is a review of each
Part 1: U

is edited together Aro)

Ultraman series Wi

Zophy does not ap
retums to human form
Patrol dlscusses how LI

the Patrol goes out to fight it. Dodonga kllls'the -

friendly monster Pigmon after which Hiyata
becomes Ultraman and destroys it. Meanwhile,
an army of monsters including Gahora, Jiras,
Gange, and Woo appear at various places in
Japan. Ultraman uses a new found ability to
split into several identical Ultramen in order to
battie all the beasts.

After Ultraman defeats all. the
monsters, Zetton reappears. Ultraman re-
integrates and goes after Zetton. Just as the
powerful beast seems on the verge of
defeating our hero once more, lto appears with

.| Tokyo). Faesfary _".

his new *“Stamina Drink” missile, fires it at
Ultraman’s Color Timer thereby reviving him.
Ultraman defeats Zetton and the day is saved.
While the editing work is seamless
and the w:lce matching is mostly good (only

nan tradition. It's embarrassingly silly
minise nt of Ultraman Taro than

] '»As R;aknlsaletduwn
..WWIUQEHM?’?

'y owmm(mna is the district
where Tsuburaya Productions is located in
._hardwth vlllalns and

er different. Director Shinya
well known in Japan for his
ercials, particularly a “Stamina

) series starring Arnold
-hwarzenegger and some wonderful clay-
mation commercials for Cup Noodle. On his
first feature film he delivers. The action never
lets up for a second and though the jokes
sometimes fall flat in this parody of the Ultra
legend, the story sweeps the viewer along too
fast to notice,

Gold is vanishing all over the world.
Statues melt, gilded buildings crumble to dust
and tons of gold bullion mysteriously turn liquid
and get sucked through the floor of Japan's
version of Fort Knox. MYDO, the Mysterious
Yonder Defense Organization, is called in to
investigate. The five member team, disguised
as service station attendants, operates out of a
normal looking Idemitsu Gas Station (Idemitsu
were the main investors in the film). Inside is
hidden a super-sophisticated base of
operations. One of the attendants, Katsuto
Asahi, is in reality Ultraman Zearth. Unlike
Hiyata, Dan Moroboshi, et al, Katsuto is not the
heroic type. He is sort of the team's mascot and
has a paralyzing fear of dirt and grime,
spending much of his day washing his hands
again and again.

The gold-eating monster,
Kotenpope, makes an appearance. Controlled
by the evil alien from planet Benzen, the beast
kidnaps Katsuto's love interest and three
children, holding them hostage on an island in
the middle of a filthy lake on top of a mountain.

Realizing that Zearth and Katsuto are one in the
same, the Benzen alien knows Zearth will never
set foot in the lake. What is more, if Zearth uses
his mighty Speshoo-shoola beam on Kotenpope
the resulting explosion will destroy the Earth. The
only option is hand to hand combat.

This is what Ultraman should be. The
effects are spectacular and the suits, while
obviously costumes, are some of the best yet seen
in the Ultra series. The action is fast and furious
and the story is strong. This is what we always
knew Ultraman could be. Like Daiei with their new
Gamera series, it seems Tsuburaya Productions
is ready to re-invent its thirty year old character in
a new and exciting way for the twenty-first century.

Next issue, the Ultraman that almost
was, Ultraman Neos!
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By August Ragone

It has been noted in many Japanese publications concerning
Tsuburaya Productions’ Ultra-Series, that when it comes to the third
entry, 1967's Ultra Seven, American s fi 't:’cunous that: eplaade #12is
never listed. No photos, no explanatian;, iing. Only-rumors persist,
concerning a certain “banning” of a segment, but not-what the:
c:rcgmsta ces were or what is more ﬁnportam swhy 24

g .gccordmg to Japanese sources, the episod qu was run
several times int original reruns of the series in the fate Wénd into
about this time, that a children’s book & g an entry on
t1ous episode came to the attention of %man involved in
representing victims of the A-Bombir c‘ij F;uroshlma and
was shocked by a story concerning interpla y nuclear
n search of fresh blood to cleanse ThEIFW ac

0 publlshlng@aterlals of the offending episode. Their

the 5;grmade A-bomb victims out to be monsters

f them are related to a single victim of either «. --'t

nately this injunction could not effect &
ales of the show and so; #12 Frqm

i Ai-o Komete) was:funduring the

00 again. -
2 more eccentﬂc 8
of Ultraman and the recent film Tol :
written by his scribe of choice, Mamp#u:8
Hanging), Ultra Seven episode #12a8 il
and was the third highest-rated segm
Japanese viewing audience.

A friend of the Ultra Garrison's Anne Yuri, Sanae (played by
Hiroko Sakurai, Fuji from Ultraman), receives a call from her brother's
school, informing her that the young Shin has collapsed under mysterious
clrcumstanl:es When it is discovered thatheé i is all right,'she: scolds him
for wearing her watch to school without asking:The watch was given to
her by her new boyfriend, Saburo Awa Il the rage with
of mysterious

Seven) and-Anne Y
reveal 1rgfq_lmatlnn to ther
: ?elluw Spehl re. not tonthof ::oumng ym.l 1g |

:aggressive measures to.preserve thei

that they will just spread the papularrfy of: the vamplre watcheS' among
children, by giving-them out as part of‘a drawing contest:

“, " The Ultra‘Garrison is- abfe to thwart the Spetil's plans, so one of
them mcreasss\ his.size ta.challenge the interlopers and a desperate
battle ensues: en the humans and the dying race. At last, Dan
Moroboshi trar into Ultra Seven-and enters the fray. Soon the
combined & q{tts:q_f the Ultra-Gafrison and the hero from the stars are
able to stop:the aliens in their tracks.

After the smoke clears, Dan Moroboshi hopes that one day,

beings from other worlds will be able to try to ask for
help first, instead of using aggression as a means to
an end and that all beings will join hands as brothers.
It is a shame that such a well-done segment
of the Ultra Seven series, one of the show's finer
examples, has came.under such fire by a group that is
so misdirected that;&&  blinded by its own
righteousness.. Ul‘géh icked and unchallenged, this
group has gon o ban Catastrophe: 1999 and
now Matango_ ay be just films, and
unimportant to*real:ife”...but what's next? Fahrenheit
451 anybody? | i

\g her organizatiofi, she rallied them togetherto hait < |
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"

ust

he Facts Ma'am!"

Sometimes | feel just like one of my heroes,
Sergeant Joe Friday. | ask people for the facts (or help
them with them), and they treat me with the same venom
criminals reserve for the police. Remember what you
were taught as a child: “If you're lost or in trouble, find a
policeman; he'll help you.” My name’s Ragone. | carry a
badge.

Several people in the Japantasy ‘zine business
have been somewhat or greatly offended by Officer
Ragone, simply for sending in letters of corrections--
albeit without the formalities of sucking up: “your mag is
so great, etc., etc., but....ahem....| don't want to bother
you, but, there was this one...*um*....little thing wrong
with....” Whatever. On the flipside of the coin, which |
always seem to be on, | am not rude or mean-spirited. |
just want to get the facts. Period. It seems to bruise
people’s egos--oh well. Now, you say, “| bet you're never
wrong, Officer Ragone.” or “If the same thing was done
to you...”

Well, sorry my detractors (all five of you), it
HAPPENS--even in the letters section of Markalite (my
own magazine, where | could easily have omitted it), and
you know what? | accepted the information gracefully,
punctuating my response with a “You got me!” Was that
hard? NO! It was the natural reflex of a journalist/editor,
and a barer of the torch of facts. My mistake was
corrected, the true facts prevailing in the matter, all done
for the sake of the readership and the curtailment of
inaccuracies in film history.

That's right, film history! Therefore, we all have
a responsibility to the Facts, not egos--no, that doesn’t
mean you can't write for, and/or publish your ‘zines. What
it means is, you now have a responsibility as journalists,
a responsibility to the facts; if something you have
printed is untrue or “slightly inaccurate” and you're called
on it, accept the correction graciously (the person
correcting you is taking time out to HELP you); if they
didn't care about your publication, you would never have
heard from them in the first place.

Unfortunately, the ‘90s are a sensitive P.C. era,
where everyone, everywhere whines about how they are
not getting what they deserve, or how you can't criticize
them because they've labored so hard on their work. Boo

Hoo! Now, go cry to Mama, because she’s the only one
who'll wipe your bottom. A good job should make you feel
proud from within yourself, not from people kissing your
boots. If you're putting yourself in a public forum (i.e.
printing a zine/having an article published), you're setting
yourself up. Like it or not. You do not deserve applause,
unless you have done your job “Above and beyond the
call of duty.” Only your readership knows when you've
reached that lofty plateau. Don't pat yourself on the back:
a historian's job is never done.

Fifteen years ago, the scene was vastly different.
The publishers, writers, editors, contributors and readers
of various fanzines all strived to help each other out.
Criticism was a “positive” thing and big egos were out of
the question (and were generally left to sit alone). There
were at least a dozen ‘zines happening in the mid-to-late
‘70s, and amazingly little fighting. This is building up to
another story, which I'll save for later...

A journalist has only two responsibilities: 1) to his
Readership and 2) to the Facts. If you are not sure about
a point or two in your article, essay, etc., do some fact
checking (which is an art even lost on mainstream
journalists today). And, by all means, DO NOT stack your
chips on a single source: check through more than one
reference book or publication. Ask several experts, but
remember, more than one person/article could be wrong.
Even Japanese sources have been wrong, they make
mistakes too!

If you writers/editors out there don't think much of
my diatribe, good luck, | may have to stick to re-reading
the journalistic excellence found in my old Japanese
Fantasy Film Journals, or back issues of The Monster
Times.

In closing, I'd like to quote another hero of mine,
Harlan Ellison-- “The only opinion you're allowed to have
is an informed opinion.”

Godzilla Bless You,

Facts Officer August “I don't make ‘em, | only enforce
‘em” Ragone.

P.S. Get a sense of humor!
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