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Roy Ware :
Duc to unforeseen events, I was unable to finish the "Ultraman Saga"

article with episode listings and monster pictures. Hopefully, you'll agree that

the rest ol the issue is a marked improvement on my earlier "Far East Heroes"

endeavors. | now have access to a computer instead of just typing up the zine

on a typewriter!
I‘ar [Tast [Heroes is published when [ feel like it, so subscriptions are

unavailable!

FAR EAST HERQES was created and is owned copyright/trademark to
Robert Dagg 1996. Unless otherwise noted, entire contents is copyright
Robert Dagg 1996. Reproduction of contents in whole or part without written
permission from the publisher is strictly prohibited. All pictures and related
characters arc registered (rademarks of their respective companies and are
used strictly for purposes of promotion and review. "All fans united, will

never be defeated".
Brought to you by Godzilla model builder/backstabber Productions 1996.




Far East Heroes Update:

Ultraman Taigo. Tristar Godzilla, Ultracom gets axed, Ultraman on home video and other
news...

Ultraman news:

There have been recent developments in fandom that
may effect the future of Ultraman in the United States.
Evidently, the entire staff at Ultracom, Inc., the official
Ultraman license holder outside of Japan, has been
"terminated' and the company will cease to exist on
August 15, 1996. Sources close to these developments
have told Heroes that Tsuburaya Productions of Japan
caught wind of the problems Ultracom gave fan-based
publication Ultra-Fan and was not very happy at all!
Ultracom sent a lawyer's letter to Ultra-Fan, telling them to
"cease all coverage of Ultraman"including photos, articles
and even mentioning the name "Ultraman" because it
violated copyright/trademark laws! This letter was
apparently sent to Ultra-Fan magazine after Ultracom
allegedlly promised not to "pull a Toho" i.e. bother the
magazine! Sources say that Tsuburaya of Japan loves
Ultra-Fan and that they were very upset that the fans were
being treated badly by Ultracom. Ultracom had already
been the target of numerous fan complaints when they
ceased publishing their "Questclub" newsletter leaving
many people hanging! Many in fandom became critical of
Ultracom as the company did little if anything in trying to
get Ultraman proper exposure in the United States. There's
an old saying "What comes around, goes around". Sources
say that Tsuburaya Productions of Japan has expressed
interest in helping out with Ultra-Fan magazine. To what
capacity this involvement would be is not known at this
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time(official sanctioning? press releases? photos?).

Also, by now you probably know that a company called
"Excellance in Animation" has bought the rights to the
original "Ultraman" series for release to home video.
They will be at G-Con 96' with a presentation on how they
will handle our beloved hero and his return to American
television!

Details are still early, but Far East Heroes has learned
that the name of the new Ultraman show Tsuburaya is
working on is called "Ultraman Taigo"or "Ultraman
Tiga". The show will begin airing on Japanese station TBS
in September. Heroes hears that this new Ultraman may get
his energy from the sun, like his fellow brother, Ultra 7!
The storyline centers around previous "Ultra Monsters"
returning to Earth, united in trying to conquer it along with
Ultraman Taigo and his brothers for good! Monsters
already mentioned for the series include the fan-favorite
BALTAN ALIENS and ZETON! Details on cast and the
number of episodes is being kept under wraps by Tsuburaya
of Japan. Heroes can safely say that numerous cameo
appearances by previous "Ultraman" actors can be
expected. Heroes has also been informed that the reason
that ULTRAMAN NEOS was scrapped was because the
potential investors didn't like the storyline. It evidently
strayed to far away from Tsuburaya's established "Ultra
Mythos". The investors reasons seem to be "Why create
new monsters and characters when you already have
numerous, fan-favorite, well known monsters and
situations!?" So it appears that Tsuburaya will be bringing
back some old friends! Here's hoping they bring back
ZAREB, KERONIA, DA-DA and MEPHILAS! The
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Ultraman Wonderful World Movie has hit Japanese home
video. The movie consists of three segments 1.) Revive,
Ultraman! a compilation of "new" footage and stock
footage using the monsters Woo, Gango, Dodongo and
Zeton. 2.) Ultraman Company-an animated super-
deformed Ultraman parody 3) Ultraman Zearth-the best
segment of the movie featuring a new Ultraman-Ultraman
Zearth battling the gold eating evil alien Benzen and his
friend the evil Kottenpoppe monster! The special effects
are excellant, the fight/battle scenes are done well and the
original "Ultraman" cast makes cameo appearances-
Hayata, Fuji, Captain Mura, Ito and Arashi, see if you
can spot them! Heroes hears that Ultraman Zearth may be
involved in further adventures. He is a popular new
character and Tsuburaya has gotten alot of postive feed
back. It remains to be seen if he will appear again in
"Ultraman Taigo" or have his own series.

Gamera news.

Feedback on the new "Gamera vs. Legion" movie is
that the film is 100% better than the already good
"Gamera: Guardian of the Universe"! The effects and
story are said to surpass anything Toho has done with their
recent Godzilla films. Gamera 2 is said to "borrow" scenes
from the recent Toho Godzilla movies only these scenes
are done better! Kind of like "see Toho, we can beat you at
your own game!" The film is doing extremely well in
Japanese theaters ensuring a Gamera 3 which Heroes hears
planning has already begun. Gamera 3 will hit Japanese
theaters fall of 1997 with another new monster foe. Heroes
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hears that Daiei Company wants (o come up with new
cnemics [or Gamera and not "remake” old foes, the
direction that Toho took their recent Godzilla movies. In
related news. Dark Horse Comics has securcd the comic
rights to Gamera and all his monster foes! Dark Horse will
also cancel their Godzilla comic because olT the record,
they arc upset with Toho's high price tag to licensc
Godzilla. The "official" stance from Dark Horse is that
sales were low.

Trendmasters News.

Trendmasters Toys has secured the Loy rights (0
Gamera and Gaodzilla vs. Destroyer! Trendmasters will
release Gamera and Destroyer toys this fall. Trendmasters
may be showing prototypes of these toys at G-Con 96'.

Tristar Godzilla news.

Roland Emmerich and Dean Devlin (Independence
Day, Stargate) will do Godzilla for summer 1998. They
are currently writing a script that will be a "re-make" of the
lirst Godzilla lilm. Heroes thinks that the pair will try to get
Toho (0 ease up on license rights to use King Ghidorah in
(he movie, otherwise the pair will come up with an all-new
[oc for Godzilla to face. A brief in-joke in the Emmerich
directed "Independence Day" shows a young boy playing
with a King Ghidorah action figure! Is this a clever clue
(0 Godzilla's foe in the new movie or just a nod to Godzilla
as they knew they would be making the movie? Heroes has
heard Emmerich and Devlin are partial to King Ghidorah
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hopefully. they will be able to use him!

Tolo news.

The new "Mothra" movie is said to revert back to the
mid 70's. It leatures two young brats and a good fairy they
befriend and the evil fairy they must stop before it releases
the terrible "Death Ghidorah" monster. Hopefully.
Kawakita and company will make up for the "kiddie" story
with some good effects scenes. A source has said that
"Death Ghidorah" resembles the creature "Dodongo" from
Ultraman., it hias 4 legs and it's body resembles a horse
and has 3 heads like King Ghidorah. The source stated that
it although the storyline may be more kiddie like, people
will probably like Death Ghidorah as a character.

Heroes hears that from fan pressure, Toho Studios kept
baby Godzilla alive at the end of Godzilla vs. Destroyer.
Both Godzilla and baby Godzilla were to die in the movie,
making it the very last Godzilla film ever. The end. No
more. Forever. Nevermore. Toho had planned that Tristar
would make the American Godzilla movie and that Toho
would release that movie to Japanese theaters, still making
money on Godzilla, but not actively filming the movies
anymore. The plan was to have Tristar make sequel films to
Godzilla. therefore keeping "Godzilla" alive and also
making Toho lots of cash. Toho caved into fan pressure
alier receiving numerous fan complaints and petitions to
keep Godzilla alive. Now it appears that Toho will make
another Godzilla movie around the year 2000. Heroes
would predict the winter of 1999 would most likely be the
release time for the proposed next Toho Godzilla film.
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In related news, don't believe anything you read aboul a
"Doomsday King Ghidorah' movie (hat will be relcascd
on New Year's Eve 1999 by Toho. The rumor is totally
fulse and was apparently started by some inlernet [reak and
was posted as some sort of "Toho press release". Heroes
would give friendly advice that you shouldn't believe
cveryvthing you read on the net!

Did anyone think that Gedzilla vs. Destroyer should
have been called Godzilla vs. ALIENS!? I mean, Tolho
basically copied exact scenes from Twentictl Century
Fox's popular "ALIENS" movie, the Japanese sell
delense lorces use guns that look exactly like "pulse rifles”,
(hey use "motion trackers™, the monsters have an inner sel
of teeth that they shoot out at their victims, the creatures
hleed bright vellow hlood like the Aliens, hell, the advance
artwork for Destroyer on the poster looks like the damn
Queen Alien! And Toho sues two American fans for
showing clips from Destroyer because it violates their
copyright/trademarks!? If [ worked at Twentieth Century
Fox, | would be asking Toho for some hefly royalty
payments right about now, they basically "borrowed" Lhe
entire "Aliens' movie!!

Quickies.

AD Vision will relcase Gamera Guardian of the
Universe to a limited theatrical run in the States and then
release it to home video this fall.

Twentieth Century Fox has said there will be a "The
Mighty Morphin Power Rangers: The Movie 2". Did you
rcally carc?
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Fox also owns the rights to a "Gigantor movie but have
done little else with the proposed film.

Orion Home Video has released "Jolinny Sokko and
his Flying Robot" to home video. Each tape has two-

episodes for $9.95 and is in SP mode.
Toei Co. has released a new hero show-Changerion to

Japanese television. The show features a hero who wears
shinv. see-thru armor who battles all sorts of cool
monsters. The series is shot on professional home video,
taking a clue from Tsuburaya of Japan and how they
filmed Gridman and the two recent Ultra-7 mini movies.

Toho and Capcom Companies have released a joint
production television show-Guyferd. It's a cross between
Ultraman, Gridman and Guyver. Again, Toho seems
content with "borrowing” other people’s property and using
i( for their own purposes. It's the usual story of a guy who
has a parasite attached to him that can cause him to change
into a superhero to fight monsters.

The company "Excellance in Animation" is said to be
looking into other Tsuburaya Ultraman properties to
coincide with a potential "Ultraman: 30th Anniversary
Celebration" video package for American release.

That's it for now! SEE YAAAA! SHOOOO-WAATTT!




| GAMEH | EGlO

- B

TR

i mmmt;x—caz@mhm H;l;f&é éﬁﬁg%@rzh—u—mmr
Ly [ = N T&r
_.....-._.____-'Hﬁf‘-*slat%*.i'lu %A@wm u%osg ;r e o Ase

S WERSHOR
3 g j o

n;

s %b‘% :

B a:-> =r _
e ‘y@ﬂ' ‘..z.".btd: mfﬁ’ -:.nt.iz;@*éﬁ ﬂg:'cm

15

13

: nmxnmrvomnnmw’t. &
Hsiﬁiﬁn—hya—

OJKL-J#-""‘E?\{DFF hﬁJa’-va!ﬁi-EﬁUIub&ib'F*Uo !

BORTHE N AN AEhEE b&'ﬂ&:ﬁenl]mmglaurbam
e #“Jb‘f"fh_tﬁﬂf..fin_fﬁmi-_ﬁﬂﬁﬂlv SRR A

=f0) <



ULTRAMAN

Protecting the Earth Since 1966

An alien policeman from the "Land of Light”, located
the M78 Nebula, is escorting the monster Bemlar to the
Space Graveyard. When the Bemlar's travel-sphere
escapes to Earth, the policeman follows in hot pursuit.
During the chase, Bemlar's sphere collides with an anship
piloted by Hayata, a member of the Science Patrol. To save
Hayata's life, the alien policeman combines his being with
Hayata. To ensure peace on Barth, he gives Hayata the
“Beta Capsule”, a device with which he can transform
himself into the superhero-ULTRAMAN!

"

Created by Eiji 'l'suburaya, the special elfects wizard
who also created Godzilla, ULTRAMAN is a protector
of the Earth and the star ol the 1966 TV series
that bears his name.

ULTRAMAN is a 130 - [vot - tall ved and silver superhern
who values human lile above all else. Hayata summons
him with the Beta Capsule when help is needed Lo fight

monsters like Baltan, _mvm:_:. und Red King. ULTRAMAN
deleats those foes with his spacium beam and
martial arts fighting. But ULTRAMAN can't

swrvive in our atimosphere for more than Nk
three minutes at a time, or his chest

timer starts blinking and he must

return to his human form... until %

the next battle!

TeleWorld supports ULTRAMAN'S
efforts to save the Earth. To
thank him, we offer an “out

of Lthis world” selection of
, ULTRAMAN Limiled Edition
Dolleclor’s Series of
Pre-paid Calling Cards.

oo

Fach card is individually
numbered lor authenticity.

Bearn m_._uauﬁrm._o ....
To order, contact TeleWorld International, ffic:
4801 South Uniyersity Drive. Sulte 310W
Fort Lauderdale. Florida 33328 US.A.
0.5.A.1 18004342499
International: 1-305-434-8602

Facstmile: 1-305-434-3762
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G-CON 96": GODZILLA CONVENTION RETURNS TO CHICAGO!
(Fans of Godzilla . Ultraman, Gamera and Japanese Sci-Fi, Fantasy meet in
Arlington HHeights . ILL. for a weekend to honor their favorites from the land of the

Rising Sun). '
By Lenell “ULTRA” Bridges and Rob Dagg

A year ago in August 1995 history was made in Chigago in Arlington
Heights. ILL. The Radisson Hotel was the site for the first ever in North America,
G-CON 1995: The GODZILLA CONVENTION! It was thrown in honor of the
world’s favorite radioactive mutant dinosaur. As a result of last year’s success and
demand by fans who attended it, G-Con is back again for 1996! Over this weekend
the Radisson ITotel in Arlington Heights will once again be ground zero for
hundreds of fans of GODZILLA; along with other favorites like ULTRAMAN,
the popular giant flying turtle GAMERA, the bug-eyed hero KAMEN RI DER,
the SUPER SENTAI (task force) series, and other favorites of Japanese Fantasy
who will come from all across the country and around the world to honor their
favorite monsters and heroes of their favorite genres of Japanese Sci-Fi Fantasy!
«G-Con 96’: A Celebration of Japanese Sci-Fantasy”, will cover everything on
the subject, which according to many fans is a big step and an achievement for their
favorites of Japanese Sci-Fi and Fantasy. Despite the popularity in their native land
of Japan, these shows still get little respect and dignity here in this country by
television and movie communities. '

G-Con is a fan run convention . According to convention chairman
and organizer John Rocco Roberto “G-Con is a convention by fans for fans”.
Roberto says his experience with Star Trek conventions was turned into horrible
nightmares. “ Trek cons concentrate on mainly making money from the guests,
dealers room, and also charge high admission fees. With G-Con our main focus
that Trek Cons tend to forget, is on the fans!”. Like last year’s G-Con, Roberto says
“We will preserve the same friendly and informal atmosphere that characterized
the last G-Con . He says “ If G-Con starts to even resemble a STAR TREK Con,

even | will stay away ™

G-Con began it’s roots two years ago when a group of fans of
GODZILLA including Roberto, started writing for the fanzine G-Fan, a bimonthly
publication of THE GODZILLA SOCIETY OF NORTH AMERICA, who
decided to get together to talk , form friendships and discuss their hobby that they
enjoy best, their love of GODZILLA! Many of these fans corresponded by mail,
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phone. internet and most of all. through G- Fan. The publication ongmally began by
a classified ad in STARIOG Magazine by editor, and publisher J.D.Lees. Aller
the group had their mecting they voted to have the meeting again on a wider scale
(o invite more people who shared their hobby as well. The vote was

overwhelming! Setting up the stage for the ﬁrsf ever (i-Con! (Godzilla
Convention). Roberto along with G-Fan ed1t0r|J D .Leesanda holst of their closest
G-Iriends set up at the Radisson Hotel in A.rlméton [Heights in Chlgago Roberto
explains that Chicago was a good choice for the con because it was central Lo
everyone which was a great place to meet!” “When G-Con made it’si debut last year
on August 18, 1995 it became an overwhehnmé successl Originally, the con was
only open to the people who purchased advanced registr ation thru G-Fan magazine
and was a closed event , but when the con was ublicized in the CHICAGO
TRIBUNE, the response [rom people who! becpme aware of it prompled Roberto to
open it to the public on Sunday August 20, 19915 “G-Con 96 Roberto says, will be
bigger and beller with more programs, presentanons more dealers specializing on
merchaidise based on not just only Godzilla; but all. of our favmltes of Japanese ST
and lantasy such as UL TRAMAN, GAMERA KAMEN: RIDER DAI MAJIN,
SUPER SENTAI and more! GODZILLA, »Ylll still be.our mam focus but we are
covering many other famous legends of thelggnre because of the great demand of

the (ans who attended last years G- Con Lo l'
o

It is not known il"l‘oho Co Ltd (t'hé owners of Godzilla) will support
or cndorse this year's con. lLast year Toho reﬁ.lsed (o even acknowledge the con
and cven refused permission to let the G-Con staff screen their (wo latest Godzilla
movies GODZILLA VS MECHA-GODZILLA (93) & GODZILLA VS
SPACE GODZILLA (94)which both have not still been released here in the U.S.
However, parallel to Toho's stern actions, Dalel Co. LTD (the owners of the
giant I'lvmg turtle known as GAMERA), hadl no objections-whatsoever about the
showing ol their product’s comeback film GA cRA, THE GIFARDIAN or
THFE UNIVERSE at G-Con 95 and that ﬁ].m quickly became the mosl talked
about [ilm for the G-Con 95° weekend. As a result of their films success Daiei Co.
LTD has made a sequel filn GAMERA Z—GAMERA VS LEC!ON which was
just recently released nationwide in Japan. . Just recently A. D Vision, a U.S video
company, bought the rights to Gamera: The ‘Guardian of the Universe which is
slated 1o be released this fall in lheaters all acroéls the country! F ans have high
hopes that GAMERA will do well here. T]:le :movie will be later re]eased to video
afler its theater run. Hopeflully the release'gokf GAMERA will prod Toho into
rethinking their strict stance about releasmm"' their latest 90’s G- -movies (Godzilla vs
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King Ghidorah, Godzilla vs Mothra, Godzilla vs, Mecha -Godazilla, Godzilla vs
Space Godzilla and Godzilla vs Destroyer). One main reason Toho has not
released their new movies in the U.S. is their deal with Tri-Star Pictures and their
“American”™ Godzilla movie project. Recently Tri-Star has revealed that their
production team for the film will be under the direction of Roland Emmerich and
Dean Devlin (Stargate and just recently Independence Day ). According to the
team they are scapping all the script work of the recent old poposed story and will
g0 back to the very first original Godzilla (1954) movie and remaking that movie.
Devlin and Emmerich say “ It will be a complete page on rewrite!”. Emmerich will
direct the epic with Devlin producing. According to reports the new GODZILLA
will feature mostly model cities and suitmation (man in a suit) monster which will
combine with computer generated imagery and animatronic models like in Jurassic
Park. Tri- Star has reported they have scheduled GODZILLA for release in the
summer ol 1998. A discussion about the film is scheduled at G-Con 96.

As well as GODZILLA and GAMERA being talked about at G-Con
96" others in Japanese SF {antasy will be present. ULTRAMAN: the giant red and
silver super-hero from Nebula M78 who is very much beloved here in this country
by fans who still remember him since watching his original series when it was
syndicated on T.V. in the 70’s and early 80’s, will also be talked about.. J apan has
enjoyed over 30 years of Ultraman. This year, Tsuburaya Productions (the owner
of Ultraman) is celebrating ULTRAMAN’S 30th Anniversary (1966-1996) with
events. merchandise and just recently released a theater movie ULTRAMAN
WONDERFUL WORLD FESTIVAL and is hard at work producing a new
ULTRAMAN series for the 96" and 97 season for Japanese T.V. The late Eiji
Tsuburarya .the special effects genius behind GODZILLA |, also created
ULTRAMAN who would be a popular icon for Japanese T.V. like Godzilla is in

Japanese movies.

Others like KAMEN RIDER, SUPER SENTAI(Task force)
TEAMS also popular in Japan, will be covered at the con. Such shows with their
popularity in Japan were the inspirations for Saban Entertainment’s popular
Mighty Morphin Power Rangers, Masked Rider and V. R Troopers now on
U.S. t.v. everywhere. Japan has enjoyed many years of these popular shows which
America has just recently rediscovered after such shows like ULTRAMAN,
SPECTRAMAN, JOHNNY SOKKO and his Flying Robot, Space Giants and
many others disappeared off U.S. airwaves in the early 80’s. Although many hard
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core Iapanese genre ans don’like companies such as Saban cediting the Japancese

shows For T vpewers

s yean s C=Con s very special because its making its way again in
(o hictory! For the [nglh ime ever, the two men who played the role ol the King of
he Monsters GODZIET A will be at G-Con! [n thew first joint appearance oulside
Japan . Godzilla suitimation actors Haruo Nakajima and Kenpachivo Satsum
will attend their first ever convention visit to the (LS. 1 Haruo Nakajima playced
Godsilla from the oripinal Godzilla (1954) through 1974%s Godzilla on Monster
Island in (welve movies while Kenpachiro Satsuma played the Big G [rom
Godzilla 1985 (hrough the recent GODZILLA VS DESTROYAILL (1995) they
will he at G-Con together o answer questions, tell their stories about their carcers
with Godzilla and sign autographs for the fans as the guests ol honor

C-Con 90 will open Friday at | lam (for advanced weekend passes
onlv) and general admission to the public at Tpm. Many events are scheduled lor
GoCon 967 The location of ¢i-Con 96° is at the Radisson Hotel in Arlington
Heights, 11.1. on 75 3. Algonguin Rd,, Arlington Heights, ILL. Tickets arc $30
for o weekend pass and $12 for a one day pass. The event will go from I'riday
through Sunday.



R GODZILLA ON VIDEO gy
L (Current 90's series on Video T4,
[n Europe Beats America)

BY: Lenell Bridges
Special Thanks to Paul Haberman

[ usually don't do articles concerning GODZILLA, ™"
THE KING OF MONSTERS. | mainly cover
ULTRAMAN but there is a first time for everything and
doing this article of GODZILLA is one of them.

To begin with something recently happened with
GODZILLA that compelled me to do this review to get
this problem off my chest, since I'm a good fan of the Big
G: the old saying goes "just let it out" so I'm letting it out.

A few weeks ago I recently received a video from one
of my friends in which he bought it in Europe and
converted it NTSC format for me to watch. The video was
GOJIRA TAI MOSURA (GODZILLA VS. MOTHRA).
The 1992 updated version and it was dubbed in English! |
was stunned and couldn't believe that one of
GODZILLA'S current movies had been dubbed and
released on video (but in another country outside of Japan).
Manga Video. a very popular video distributor well known
in importing and distributing of Japanese Fantasy ranging
from anime to movies in Europe had bought the rights to
the current new Godzilla series from TOHO CO. to release
the films there on video. As many fans know here in the
U.S. GODZILLA 'S current films from GODZILLA VS
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KING GHIDORAH up to GODZILIA VS.
DISTROY AT has not been released on video here yel.

[ lowever, the films are coming out in Hurope.l hate (o say
(his but I must because this event has caused me (0 be
more than just unhappy its caused me (o be upset and angry
and hopelully it'll anvaken video distributors.

The release ol the new G films in English in Europe rcally
slaps our video indusiry in the face. Plus it's embarassing!
Lirope's won the race getting the new G films out on video.
Well they deserved fo win. Manga Video has done what
Amcrican video companies have not done lor years! Its
dispusting and shamelul. There is a saying "Wherc can the
hlame be put on?" It can be placed on (hree principle (opics
moncey. greed. and people in power which is why the Big
(i's new [ilims haven'l seen the light ol day on video here as
ol yel. Let's take a look at these three topics and sce why
(he current ongoing scries of GODZILLA s still not out

on video here.

MONEY: It hoils down to money. American video
companies just does not want to sink any money into
TOHNO (o purchase the films.(Remember again the hassle

with GODZILLA VS BIOLLANTE). Aficr what
happened with Miramax Pictures and TOHO, this caused

other U.S. [ilm companies with connections with the video
distributing industry not to purchase the other G films for
cither theatrical or video release. If Tristar's proposed big
budget GODZILLA FILM does well hopetully this will
change. Il they cver get started on filming their (ilm which
[ doubt they ever will, the situation with video releases will
change. llowever, don't get your hopes up. Money is the
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key issuc. Will they spend the money on GODZILLA to
make money on GODZILLA?

GREED: This is TOHO'S department. Many companies
who have dealt with Toho over the years have come to a
conclusion that Toho is not very reasonable when licensing
their products to companies who are interested in leasing
them. Toho wants lots of money especially for video
release and distribution of their films which has made U.S.
distributors balk and turn away from getting any of the
current [ilms. If Toho would ease their high prices on the
video distributors. they might buy the films and release
them here, either dubbed or subtitled and people here
would surely purchase them!

PEOPLE IN POWER: 1t boils down to this topic. The
people in power. It's up to them if they want purchase the
G-films and unfortunately they don't want to . Many think
its too risky of an investment. Plus, they don't want to
pursue any of the films not even Henry Saperstein and his
company UPA, who 's had the licensing right to
GODZILLA . For many years he has not touched any of
them. I've been told Mr. Saperstein is not very fond of the
Big G's current films. 1 wish the people up there realize
GODZILLA can be even more successful if given the
proper exposure. Trendmaster's has a popular GODZILLA
toy line, Dark Horse Comics has a popular Godzilla
comic, Manga Video of Europe has the rights to the new
G-series movies, why can't the United States get these

films?
To sum up Manga Video in Europe. they are beating
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the TS i petting GODZILLA'S current series out on
Video and it is g reminder that their video distributing has
ween the lieht Their people wanted and demanded
CGODZILLA'S 90'S movie series and (hey got him. While
here i the states we must wait for the people upstairs who
control the video industry, the power, and the money (o
wake up and smell the cofTee to get (heir act together
which. unfortunately for them, are only missing out on the
dig G's (ilms. Mayhe only Tri-star's proposcd G-1ilm will
open the door Tor us il their {ilm is a success. l‘or now
lirope's Manga video has won the race and deserves the
praise. elorv, and of course profit while our video
distributors continue to stall and ignore the new G films.
Hopelully, | really do hope this slapping in the face by
Iourope's Manga Video will awaken Tri-star, UPA. and
others in our video distributing industry (o start doing
something in putting our favorite radioactive "you know
who" on the small screen! Manga Video in Europe has

D
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. Where is ULTRAMAN 7!

_ By Robert A. Dagg il
(- L4 ‘

Many Kaiju fans have probably been wondering the same thing. just
where is UL TRAMAN? After the classic original 1966 show left American
ainvaves in the carly eightics. Ultraman has returned only once with the so-so
ULTRAMAN: TOWARDS THE FUTURE,which ran in limited release on

television in 1991.

Of all Japanesc [antasy icons, ULTRAMAN is probably the most well
known in America afler the King of Monsters: GODZILLA! Devotion [rom
American lans still runs deep lor the hero from Nebula M-78, although (o this date,
no official release of the original series has been secured for home video. The only
live-action UL TRAMAN series to find a home on legitimate home video is
ULTRAMAN:TOWARDS THE FUTURE available from L.A. HERO.

Many ULTRAMAN fans also still don’t realize that an
“AMERICAN" ULTRAMAN show was produced in 1994 for us !
ULTRAMAN: THE ULTIMATE HERO was Tsuburaya Productions gilt to
American ULTRAMAN fans. as they know that ULTRAMAN is a beloved hero
in America as well as Japan ! Unfortunately, the show thus far has failed to pick up
any interest [rom American distributors. The series was eagerly awaited by
ULTRAMAN flans in the U.S. as well as Japan, but didn’t live up to the standards
to which with fans hold Tsuburaya’s giant hero. An American production staff was
hired. who later admitted that some of them had never heard of ULTRAMAN!
The 13 episode series was meant to appeal to fans of the original series by bringing
back familiar foes like BALTAN, RED KING, DA DA, ZETON and
PYGMON. Tsuburaya also thought that they would be “reworking” the original
long time fans. as well as appealing to a new generation of “young” ULTRAMAN’
fans. It's destiny seems to be some type of home video release in America.
Tsuburaya is to be commended though for addressing American fans, unlike
another major Japanese studio where the big G resides. Tsuburaya seems to really

care about it’s American fans.

In terms of American “official” ULTRAMAN merchandise. only a
small handful of products have seen store shelves. The BANDAI
ULTRAMAN:TOWARDS THE FUTURE action figures, PLACO
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UL TRAMAN stulfed dolls . T-LINE DESIGN’S UL TRAMAN T-shirts and
the previoush mentioned home video release of ULTRAMAN:TOWARDS TI1L
FUTURIE by LA HERQO. There are also apparently PEWTER figures of

UL TRAMAN and some of the ULTRA monsters like BALTAN and RIKD
KING While this may scem like a decent amount ol UL TRAMAN merchandise.
finding these items readily is almost impossible! The ULTRAMAN: TOWARDS
TUHE FUTURE BANDAL figures arc pretty much clearcd olT (oy shelves (you
may still be able to find them in mark down bargain bins), the PLACO STUFFED
UL TRAMAN DOLLS have been spotted on some toy shelves but have been
disreparded by most UL'TRAMAN fans as “to childish”, “overpriced”, and
“noorh rendered . The T-LINE DESIGNS T-SHIRTS are probably the casies!
(o find in terms of UL TRAMAN products (although (here are reports ol this
company nol returmning information to interested consumers) and the “BREAK
THROUGH logo of UL TRAMAN in his “SPACIUM™ pose is great. The
shitts are also priced to buy. The PEWTER figures. although nice, scem a bit high
in price and no one knows where to find them. The same can be said for 1..A.
HIEERO'S video release of UL TRAMAN: TOWARDS THE FUTURE,
somewhat hard to find all 13 episodes and priced a bit steep at § 14.95 per
episode. You may also still be able to find ULTRAMAN : TOWARDS TIE
FUTURE SUPER NINTENDO game based on the serics. This game was also
prodiced from BANDAIT VIDEO GAMES.

What many American ULTRAMAN [ans seem (o wanl arc home
video releases of all the UL TRAMAN series in the 1.S. . a huge line of
UL TRAMAN ACTION FIGURES (comparable to Bandai of Japans linc), a
decent COMIC BOOK series, unlike the horrible NEMESIS series, watches
(announced but have vel to materialize), posters, video games, books,
magazines, music c.d.’s, a more diverse clothing line like jogging pants, sweal
shirts, tennis shoes, lunch boxes, hats, more T-shirts featuring ULTRA
monsters, and laser discs to compliment the home video releasc of (he entire
UL'TRAMAN series in the United States.

Tsuburaya Productions of Japan is celebrating ULTRAMAN’'S
30th ANNIVERSARY / BIRTHDAY all year long . with special video releases,
THE ULTRAMAN WONDER WORLD FESTIVAL THEATRICAL
MOVIIE, new foy releases along with a load of new “special 30th
ANNIVERSARY “ merchandise, and is working on a new ULTRAMAN series
slated for release in 1997 that will surely be the best UL TRAMAN series (o date!
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As for American lans, we will most likely have to celebrate
UL TRAMAN'S 30th ANNIVERSARY for ourselves. It appears that lans in
America can only continuc to hope that a certain “ULTRA™ licensing agency will
finally see [it to release ULTRAMAN to home video and (o start realizing there is
a huge market for ULTRAMAN in the United States. There is a rich 30 yecar
history to Tsuburaya Production’s ULTRAMAN and American [ans lor the most
part, arc missing out on it. It’s a 30 year treasure chest ol Tsuburaya goodies that
has thus far only been slightly cracked open. Hopefully, American fans won't
have to wait much longer for our hero to return to a place where he is beloved by
thousands and thousands of fans—the UNITED STATES'!

ON BEHALF OF ALL ULTRAMAN FANS:
HAPPY 30TH BIRTHDAY, ULTRAMAN AND
THANK YOU TSUBURAYA PRODUCTIONS OF JAPAN! 1\
SHOOO-WATTT!

ROB DAGG




L Iltraman: The Ultimate Hero

A KA. Ultraman Powered.

”\r Rob |):|gbr

i is o small secrel that Tsuburaya Productions of Japan has been (rying (o hiea
hack info the Tuerative American television market. [aving had a successiul run with
(heir otiginal Ultraman series in the 70's and early 80's. Tsuburaya decided once again
(o lanmeh their hero Uiteaman in the United States in the 1990's,

Starting with Ulteaman: Towards the Future, Tsuburaya Productions decided to
take o new direetion with their hero and make the scries more accessible (o Festern fons!
e studio swould film Ultraman: Towards the Future in Englisi! 'The fivst Ultraman
serien ever o he filmed in a language other than Japancsc! T'he result of the Awstralian
co praduction was positive enough for Tsuburaya Productions (o linally green light the
firat ever ™ Tmerican”™ Ultraman series: Ultraman: The Ultimate Hero.

Liffects penins Eiji Tsuburaya had often told his peers of his fondness (or Hollywood
movies and olten speenlated what a Hollywood produced Ultraman series would look
like Acting in part Tor his father's wish, Noburu Tsuburaya sct out (o produce the new

SEEICS,

Ultraman: he Ultimate Hero, produced by Tsuburaya Productions in assoctation
with Major Havoe Productions, Inc. is the tenth entry in the long running Ultraman

sCHics.

The entite 13 episade serics was filmed in the United States(the lirst time ever) and is
the second Ultraman series to be filmed in Znglish! The lilming was done (or the scries
on 1.os Angeles soundstages and "on location" sets.

In order to "re-introduce” Ultraman to the American audiences, Tsuburaya decided
(o bring back familiar Ultraman monsters from the original 1966 series and “rework”
some of the original storylines. ‘Tsuburaya thought thal these "c/wmges” would appeal o
lans who watched the original series on American television and also appeal (0 a new
generation of voung American fans.

The storvline - the cvil Baltan Aliens invade Earth, reviving cvil monsters and aliens!
The World Wide Investigative Network Response Team or W.LN.R., is created in
order 1o combat the mvasion!

Ultraman, having chased the Baltans to Earth, chooses W.LN.R. member Kenichi
Kai (0 become his human partner. He gives Kai the new Beta-Capsule, a device that will
(ransform him into Ultraman in times of great danger!

The following are episode titles and the monsters thal appear in cach cpisode. The
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original Japanese titles have been translated into English as closcly as possible.

Episode Title Monster(s)

[.) The Golden Pursuer. Alien Baltan

2.) That name is Ultraman! Kemular

3.) Fly to the forbidden Monster World.  Reu King, Cluandorsb, Pigmon
4.) Messenger from the Darkness. Telesdon

5.) Lightning War Defense Mission. Gabora

6.) Return from the Universe. Jamila

7.) Red Heat Revenge. Zambora

8.) Invasion Circuit. Da-Da A.B.C.

9.) Revival: Two Bio Monsters. Aboras, Banilla
10.) Two Human Heroes. Pestar

| 1.) The brought to life giant monster. Gahora

12.) Powered Assassination Plan. Dorako, Red King
13.) Farewell, Ultraman. Zeton, Psycho Baltan

Unfortunately, Ultraman : The Ultimate Hero is probably the weakest entry in the
30 year old Ultraman series. The show as of 1996 still has not found television
syndication and is likely to be released straight to home video. The series has received
very lukewarm, bad reviews and as much as [ hate to admit it, deserves them.

The first problem with the series is the lack of episodes. With only 13 episodes,
television syndication companies find that "strip running” or showing the show daily
Monday-Friday is all but impossible. Shows like Saban's Mighty Morphin Power
Rangers are popular because a vast number of episodes are available to run without
having to repeat episodes every other week.

Second. and probably most important, is the fact that a director was hired who didn't
know anything about Ultraman! King Wilder, director of Ultimate Hero, has stated that
he had to watch the original Ultraman series to find out who he was! He had no idea
who or what Ultraman was! Evidently, Tsuburaya Productions of Japan saw ol King's
work with low-budget film company Full Moon Entertainment and was impressed with
his handling of movies with small budgets and extensive special effects. While his actual
directing of Ultraman : The Ultimate Hero wasn't that bad, it was how he filmed the
"hattle fight scenes™ that got fans infuriated! Simply put, the fight scenes were poorly
choreographed and filmed in s/ow motion! Fans who are used to the way that Tsuburaya
Productions of Japan films it's fight scenes were throwing bricks at their televisions
watching King Wilder's Ultraman fight scenes! Even fans in Japan have voiced the
same complaints as their American friends-the action and fight scenes are (oo slow and
dull!
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oy e there are some posihive things about Ultimaic Hero, e redesigned
monster costumes ate for the most part excellant! Kevin Hudson(Predator, Batman)
Lenllv chows he ook the series (o heart. The Kemular, Red King, Telesdon, Gabora,
Aboras and Banilla costumes all deserve mention for the extreme cerarding and
reftmenship! Many ol the monsters fcature Mlood shot eves, pulsaling vens., s lrarpr clenws

ik famnges ane pleegne covered (eethl!

Also nice are the pyrotechnic efTects by Hollywood pyrvotechnic effects master-
Joseph Viscocil(Star Wars, Empire Strikes Back). Joe practically waived his lees for
Ulimate Hero because he had always loved Ultraman!

T'he Mecha designs are also gieat. Vehicles for the series were designed by Mahiro
Macda, Shinji Higuchi(CGamera:Guardian of the Universe) and 'Toshio Miike.

I conelugion. Ultraman: The Ultimate Hero failed (o live up to the high
expeclations that fans hold the "Uitra" series to. While the people hired Lo make the
cerics tried their best, they simply had no idea whaﬁ they were getting (hemselves into.
They didn't know the material and it shows in the final product. Tsuburaya Productions
is (0 he commended though, as (hey addressed the American fans with the serics. Why
they didn't hive Steve Wang (Guyver 2:Dark Hero) (o direct is beyond me! | lere's a guy
who can direet and do the special cffects all in one! Oh welll As the old saying goes-"l/
vor want somethingg done right, you have to do it yourself!". it looks like Tsuburaya
Productions will do just that with Ultraman: 1996 (o slart broadcasting on Japan's TBS
NETWORK in September of this year!

Special thanks (n Jill Syls an for
episode translalions.




THE UL TRAMAN SAGA

CEURIIETING 30 EANTASTIC VEARS OF USHBURAY A'S GIANI
RED AND SILVER HERO! P RO G AT
PRI it w s
lFor the fst tume ever. a comprehensive guide (0 TSUBURAY A
PRODUCTION'S "HELTRAY™ shows with story sypnopsis, episode listings,
monster listings with pictnres, cast credits and more! A handy guide for
Ulteaman Fans! And if we didn't mention it alrendy.

HAPEY 0T BIRTHDAY, UL TRAMAN!

ULTRA Q
28 Hall hour black and white episodes
Adr dates Tanvary 0 1966-Tuly 3, 1967 (Japan only)
Creator: igi Tsuboraya
Cast Jun Manjome (Kenpi Sahara)

[ppei Topawa (Yasuhiko Nishijo)

Yur ko Fhogawa (] liroko Sakurar)

Probably one of Tsuburaya's most overlooked "Ultra" series. Ulfra
Q was the first series in the long running "Ultraman™ series that dealt with
mosthy giant monsters and sfrange occurences.

Oddly enough. the show didn't feature any giant superherocs, just
thiee regular people-Jun Manjome, Ippei Togawa and Yuriko Ebogawa
who constantly came in contact with all sorts ol weird creatures and strange
events!

Not having any superheroes to bail them oul. Jun, Ippei and
Yuriko olien used mankind's own technology (o battle any aliens. monsiers or
other undesirable events.

T'he series is probably one of my favorite Tsuburaya produced
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televizon senes Al the eprsades are well written, the special effects are
preat the actor: all tmen e helievable performances and the show recks of
atmogphere! Toreter (o the series as a cross between N-Féles, The OQuter
Vimits and The Twilight Zone wouldn't be Lar of 1 although Ultra () hit the
ainwvaves long hefore any ol these shows!!

[5 o shame (hat this serics along with just about ever other
Utraman sevies has failed (o find a home on legitimate home video cither
dubbed o subtitded. Hopelully, this situation will be corrected in the [uture.
here is a0 vear reasure chest full of Tsuburaya goodics that American
[ for the maogst parl, are missing out on!

Hltra Q Episode Listings™

Plense ot et episodee Githes e menstens e oednted o eloeelc g ol

sowh ey e cpaenn fonliveoniive interpretadions

e litle _ Monslers

[.) The Downlall of Gomess. | Giomess, Litra
2.) Goro and Goro, Gioro

3 A Present [rom Space., : Namegon

1) The Manunoth I'lower, Juran

5 Pepuila - Peguila

6 ) The Tartle Breeder, Givnieron, The Dragon
7 5.O8 M Fuji Ciorpos

8 ) Daron Spader. Tarantula

9) The Underpround Lixpress. M-I

[0) The Horror of Sweet Honey. Maongula

[1) Baloonga, Baloonga

L2y 1 Saw the Dipd [arugeus

I3 ) Garadima - Giaramon

1) Tokyo On lee. Peguila 1

15 ) The Cocoon of Kanegon. - Kanegon

16.) The Revenge ol Garamon, ~ Garamon 1, Cicadamian
17.) Projeet 1/8.* ~ "No Mansler |isted
18 ) Lipg ol the Rambow., - PPagos :
1) Challenge of the Year 2020. i Kemur

20.) Ragon: The Marine Primitive, © Ragon

21) Space Command M774. - DBostang

272 Metamorphisis | . Morpho



Y1) Wrath ol the South Scas. Sudar

") The Statue ol Cohga. Cioga

25 A little Fiend. |.ili

20.) The Burning Victory. Peter

27 ) The Disappearance ol IFlight 206. Todola

28.) Open Uip.* Final Episode *No Monster Listed

ULTRAMAN

19 [alf Tour Color Episodes
Airdates: July 10, 1966 to April 9, 1967 (Japan Airdales. L1.S. airdales vary)
(‘reator Liji Tsuburaya
(ast: Hayata (Susumu Kurobe)
Captain Muramatsu(Mura) (Shoji Kobwusln)
Arashi (Ivoshi Ishin)
Fugi (1 Hiroko Sakuran)
Ito (Ide) (Masaya Nihet)
Professor Imamoto (Akihiko Hirata)

One nice night in the sky ol the country ol Japan, two sphere like
abjects (one biue, the other red) emerge from the great unknown r caches ol
ouler spacce.

One object is chasing afier the other and (hey are being followed by
Officer Hayata. who is a member of the Science Patrol in his Delta VTOL
airship. Nole (hat the Science Patrol name is uscd in (he English language
version of the series, (he Japanese name was the Special Science Search
Party. The patrol is a special organization set up world wide which
specializes in dealing with any threat to the peace of the arth!

Of the two sphere objects, one of them is carrying intergalactic
policeman- Ultraman,who resides on the Planet Ultra in the M-78 galaxy,
a.le.a. "The Land of Light". He is transporting the space monster Bemular
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tor desposal when e eseapes and heads into arth's atmosphere,

A Bemnlar's spheve disappears beneath the ncarby Gomari [ ake,
Fvat's <hup accudently eollides with Ultraman's ship and | layata is killed
mstantly Ulteamanc feeling guilty for what he has done. decides to share his
life casence with Phayata, e gives Hayata the Beta-Capsale, o deviee (hat
will transtorm Havata into Hitraman in times ol greal danger! They vow (o
Bl for the peace of the Facth for all time!] '

Necdless o say. many evil monsters and aliens decide il's (he rigzh
tie o iy and invade Farth! What clse do éi:ml |1mu.'~*.l;crs:::ud alicns have (o
dot? Only the Science Patrol and U!fran:zfm cinl ﬂzwcillur day!

| ded by most in andom as the ".‘f;q'ril'.s that sl;n'(wl itall',
Ultranaa swwent on lo hecome once of Japanis most heloved heroes. 1he
expettise ol L5ji Tsaburaya was present asithe show captivated audicences
with excellant special elfects, excellant Scrfp[s: and storylines, loads ol
memorable monsters and aliens and an excellant cast tha it the icing on the
cethe! :
The show was so popular, it spaw!n-d numerous loys, hooks, posters.
linehboxes: tennis shoes, clothes-you namc-.l1 i the Uluaman serics probably
was a part ol ith The show even played on American tefevision in the mid
T0's (o early 8Os and quickly won the hearts of school kids and young adulls
Al over Americal ' ' _

Lo this day. Tsuburapa Praducfiml:.ﬁ' of Japan has kept the "Ultra”
mvthos alive with new specials, movies liké the 30th Anniversary Ultraman
Wonderfiel World Festival, Ultraman: The Ultimate Hero, Ultraman Neos,
new products. toys merchandise and not to. mention the devotion of Japancse

and American Lans! |

i I B ) e mnlu:sf:uv opeitn by allermmtine ke etation!
[“pisode Title ™* ! Monsier(s)
1) The Viest Ultra Operation i Bemular
2.) Shoot the Invaders! 5 Alien Baltan
1.) The Science Patrol in Action. ;' Neronga
‘1) Five seconds (o the lixplosion. Ragon
5.) The Secret of Mirogonda. { Gireen Monsc
6.) Operation: Coast Guard. .f Giucsra
7.) The Blue Stone of Barahdi. f Antlar
8.) Lawless Zonc of Munsters. - Red Kinp, Chndorals, Mugells, Pignon
9.) Operation Greased | ightning. | Giabora
10.) Dinosaur Base Mystery. i lirass AK.A.



Godzilla!

I 1) 1he Rogue and the magic stone from Space.
[2.) Crics ol the Mummy.

Dodongo

[3.) Petroleum S.0).S.

I4.) Operation Pearl QOyster.

15.) The Cosmic Wave of Horror.
16.) The Science Patrol in Space.

1 7.) Passport to Inlinity.

[8.) Brother (rom another World.
19.) NDevils Come Again.

20.) Route 87 ol Terror.

21.) Beneath the Simoking Mountain.
22.) Underground Manuever.

Men

23.) Earth is Home.

24.) The Submarine Lab.
25.) Typhoon, the Weird Comet.
26.) Prince Monster. Part 1.

27.) Prince Monster. Part 2.

28.) Human Speciamans 5&6.
29.) The Underground Challenge.

30.) The Legend of Snowy Mountain.

31.) Who has Come?

32.) The Iindless Revenge.
33.) The Forbidden Word.
34.) A Gill from the Sky.
35.) Gravevard ol Monsters.
36.) Don't Shoot, Arashi!
37.) A Tiny Hero.

38.) The Spaceship Rescue.

39.) Farewell, Ultraman. Final Episode
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ULTRAMANIS NO
ORDINARY HERO!

I;Y (}/\|))I< “fl ‘ S llJBA Layout by Roeb Dagp

As a child, I remember waking up early Saturday morning. (6 a.m. to be
exact!) and quictly tip toeing into the living room. With great anticipation, |
would turn on my television set, with the volume at a low setting so that |
would nol wake my parents  Before the t.v. picturc tube could present a
preture, | would have the channel already set to (he station that was about to
broadcast a show that had caught by imagination and awe, and unbcknownst
(0 me. would hold it forever! That show was UL TRAMAN! Every week
was a new adventure and every week it just kept getting better!

Now as an adult. | find it hard pressed to be able to remember cxacl
detatls of the origmal 39 ¢pisodes, but with what | remember. | know to this
day it is the most original and impressive show ol it's time. That silver and
red giant that we know as ULTRAMAN, changed the way | looked at
superheroes. The most impressive feat [ do recall is the two part episode
(PRINCE MONSTER 1&2) in which ULTRAMAN battles GOMORA. ||
was the topie ol heated discussion with kids all over the neighborhood. 1 can'(
remember ever being disappointed with any monster battle, it's just that
GOMORA stands out in my mind. Even with that said. the one thing |
always wailed anxiously (or was the BETA CAPSULLE scene in every
cpisade. Next to the visual appeal of the ULTRAMAN costume, the BETA
CAPSULE was the most exciting part of the show! The scene was a
masterpiece ol dramaltie ftlm work. The sound of the BETA CAPSULE
would cause me to well up with excitement! The trans(ormation scene that
accompaniced il, has lefl a permanent impression on my childhood memories.
| can even remember the music that was played every time ULTRAMAN

fought a monster!

When my cldest son was 5 years old, he brought up the topic of
superheroes and asked me which of them was my (avorite. I{ took me all but
2 seconds 1o respond with (he name ULTRAMAN! [He sat in awe as |
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described what | had remembered about ULTRAMAN. His first exposure (o
UL TRAMAN came a lew years back when | found "UL'TRAMAN:
TOWARDS THE FUTURE" at my local video store. Aller watching the
video my son was hooked just as | had been in my childhood. Before we
knew it, we had the ULTRAMAN: TOWARDS THE FUTURE video
game for the SUPER NINTENDO, the TOWARDS THE FUTURE
BANDAI TOY FIGURES., we even collected the ULTRAMAN COMIC
BOOK serics that was released at the time as well. [t was through these
comics that we learned of the ULTRAMAN QUESTCLUB, an
ULTRAMAN FAN CLUB organized by ULTRACOM. who were at the
time in the midst of preparing to market a new ULTRAMAN secries
tentatively entitled "ULTRAMAN : THE ULTIMATE HERO". The
QUESTCLUB NEWLETTERS (2 in total) kept us up to date as to how the
production was going along then suddenly, nothing! It was if QUESTCLUB
rolled over and dicd! (It turned out to be what happened) Almost two ycars
passed, still no word [rom the source of info there was on our hero. | wanted
my son to experience the power of the original ULTRAMAN series, so |
went to work. ULTRACOM informed me that it was not availablc on video
anywhere in the United States. After quite a bit of digging, | finally wrole to
a Japanese Live Action Monster Fan Club (FAR EAST HEROES tm ) in
Dearborn, MI and through the generous work of that club's
founder/publisher. | was referred to someone who was able to provide me
with tapes of the original ULTRAMAN series! Needless to say, not only did
the serics bring back memories, my whole family enjoyed the expericncc.
Along with mysell. my wife and child, we still don't understand how a show
like the POWER RANGERS could get picked up by networks, and have a
series like ULTRAMAN passed by. The only reason [ could think of is
simple. No one knows what they are missing! If people could be exposed to
the ULTRAMAN SERIES, they would want more!!!

Anyone who has ever been exposed to any of the ULTRAMAN series,
has the same opinion. They belong to a small but growing group of people
who know about the world's best kept SUPERHERO SECRET:
ULTRAMAN! It is sad to think that the t.v. networks (Along with
ULTRACOM, INC.-ROB) alone can decide if we get to see a show like
ULTRAMAN or not. With the proper exposure of the ULTRAMAN shows,
these series would be where the POWER RANGERS are right now! In any
case, | know the time will come when ULTRAMAN will take his rightful
place on NORTH AMERICAN television screens. It all depends though, on
how much WE AS FANS ARE WILLING TO WORK TO HAVE OUR
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VOLCE TS ARD BY BIG COMPANIES. 11 we don't express a “strong”
denand. they won't supply the demand. Unfortunately. money is what i s all
about. For now that formmla has worked extremely well in fapan for over 30
vonre. and UL TRAMAN 1S ALIVE AND WELL! 1L almost scems as il
1G COMPANIES are always looking for certain action shows [rom Japan
like POWER RANGERS OR GRIDMAN. (Yeal. just ask Lenell Bridges
about it-Roh). They insist shows like these are their money makers. Well, if
(hey took a little time o look just a little bit closer. they would find that all
ese shows are based on ULTRAMAN! Without the influence ol the
U TRA serics, these shows would not be popular as they are now,

i
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Saban's MASKED RIDER

Review by LENELL BRIDGES

[t scems Saban Entertainment has did it again. Just

as they made Mighty Morphin Power Rangers and V.R.
Troopers now they have made a new series called Masked
Rider for the U.S. small screen T.V. The series made its
debut last fall on Fox T.V. in the Saturday morning time
slot. Masked Rider utilizes footage from TOEI Company's
famed Kamen Rider long running T.V. series (Kamen
Rider Black and Kamer Rider RX to be exact) and
splices new footage of American actors to the fight scenes
(Like Rangers and VR Troopers). It seems Saban hasn't
learned anything yet. Alas, I can't give Masked Rider a
good review. In fact its the most uninspiring series ['ve
ever seen! It is hastardization of a Japanese work at it's
worst! Let's face it, Saban nor other U.S. companies try as
hard as they might, they can't duplicate a Japanese work
and this series says it all. Masked Rider is the shame to the
popular Kamen Rider series. The Japanese series is
thousands of times better! Masked Rider combines a
serious Japanese series with comedy. Like the comedy of
Roseanne. A deadly combination, which comes out into a
confusing mess which could make long times fans of the
Japanese genre violently ILL!

The series tells of the adventures of a young prince
from the PLANET EDENOI named Dex (7..J. Roberts)
who by his grandfather is king of the Planet and is given
powers to go to the Planet Earth to defend it against the
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cvil ol Count Dregon and his army ol EVIL,
INSECTZO0IDS who want to conquer it.(What ¢lse did
von think?!-Rob) Dex is adopted by a kind lamily and is
taught to live like a Earthling. When Count Dregon and
his army strikes, Dex uses his powers (0 become Masked
Rider (o battlc Dregon and the inscclzoids he sends. The
stories depicts Dex's battles despite (he added (less violent)
“American" scenes, however, it doesn't help this show! Not
one bit. /n fact it's not even a good laugh cither! The
acting is ferrible by both the hero's and villians in the
scries. The acting in the "Small wonder" T.V. scrics is
hetter. and that's really scary. The storics arce tofally stupid.
The music is pathetic and even the new villians they added
(o replace the Japanese ones aren't impressive. Plus. even
their design ol the Masked Rider costume looks cheap(7/i¢
Japanese version is 100% better). Lastly, they severly cut
down on the action content which is in most Kamen Rider
scries. Saban is bowing down to pressure from parents to
cut down in the violence in their programming. The
lighting scencs and SPX is badly edited. Plus, I can' take
that funny furball Febus creature. He reminds me ol the
Fwoks in Star Wars and he makes a jackass of himself
just like the actors do.

In short Masked Rider is a good laugh of a show
ceared lor the kiddics as usual. Like | mentioned. I have nol
scen as ol yet one cxample where an Americanized show is
better than its Japanese counter part. Why TOEI Company
is selling out (0 Saban is beyond me. Why TOEI is letting
Saban turn their popular shows into monsterous
bastardizations is beyond me ( Mayhe it's this-3$55533855-
Roh). T wonder what Japanese fans would think if they saw
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this show! Don't even ask!(Yeah, but I'm sure TNT loves
this show!-Rob) There's a saying " If it ain't broke don't [ix
it". Saban wanted to fix Kamen Rider for the U.S.
viewers, instead they turned it into something worse. It
would have been easier to just dub it and release the
original Japanese series as it was originally. It would've
been time and money saving but alas, Saban is only alter
the money these shows can bring from the ratings from
T.V. and from merchandising, what else is new!(Preach on.
brother!-Rob). While Kamen Rider (in Japan) rises to the
heights with GODZILLA, ULTRAMAN and GAMERA
in the aspects of good stories, acting, SPX and of course
popularity, MASKED RIDER sinks down to the
awflullness and silliness you would find in Barney the
Dinosaur. In fact | hate to admit it but DYNAMAN (of
Night Flight) and ULTRAMAN: THE ULTIMATE
HERO is better than this show of MASKED RIDER. The
Japanese Toei show -Kamen Rider is available on import
video (If vou know where to look). Watch Kamen Rider
and compare to Masked Rider you'll notice the difference
and I'm sure you'll pick Kamen Rider. When will Saban
ever see the light? (When TNT shows unedited and re-
dubbed Ultra-7 episodes in chronological order,
letterboxed in prime time-Well, maybe not-Rob ).

Probably never! MASKED RIDER REALLY STINKS!!!
[ would rather watch a 12 hour non-stop marathon of SEA
HUNT, Gilligan's Island, Emergency or Little House on
the Prairie than to sit through 30 minutes of this trash. Like
MASKED RIDER. Rating 1/2 zero/Lenell Bridges

Title : MASKED RIDER
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Production Company: SABAN ENT.
Syndicated by: FOX BROADCASTING
Original I'ootage: TOEI CO. LTD, JAPAN
Starring: T.J. ROBERTS AS DEX/MASK
RIDER
_ RHEANNON J. SLOVER AS
MOLL.Y
ASHTON MCARN 11 AS ALBLE
DAVID STENSTROM AS HAL
CANDACE BENDER AS
BARDBARA
KEN RING AS COUNT DREGON
JENNIFER TUNG AS NEFARIA
INTRODUCING: FURBUS
CO-PRODUCER : ANN KNAPP
SUPERVISING PRODUCERS:
MIKE MONTGOMERY
TONY OLIVER
SCOT PAGE-PAGTER
PRODUCED BY: ROBERT HUGHES
WRITTEN BY : SHUKI LEVY
SHELL DANIELSON

DIRECTED BY : SHUKI LEVY
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SUPER HUMAN SAMURAI SYBER SQUAD

BY LENELL BRIDGIES

When one company. Saban in general, has a huge hit show like the Mighty Morphin Power
Rangers, another company has to jump on the bandwagon. D.L.C. Entertainment decided to do
just that. They did it with Super lluman Samurai Syber Squad. D.I.C. made this show using
Japanese footage from Tsuburaya's Denko Cho Jin Gridman television series. Out of all the
shows to get imported these days. Syber Squad in my opinion is the worst! It's so bad it's even
lamer than that Power Rangers crap! I've seen the onginal Gridman show and it's far hetter than
this "Syber Squad" series! The scripting and story ideas in Gridman were pretty bad. but Syber
Squad is even worse! Afler | watched the first cpisode, 1 nearly puked! D.1.C. and the boys really
screwed this show up! Tlere's the facts to back up my opinion on this show's review. Don't say |

didn’'t wam vou!

I'he stories of the episodes don't make sensc and are stupid. The music which they use is also
terrible. Fven the music in the original series of Gridman was [ar better (especially in the battle
scenes). The actors and actresses in Syber Squad don't even give good performances. In fact. they
make fools of themselves' The acting looks like it was done by amateurs, even the villain of the
series. Kilokahn (Khandejifer from the original series) is treated like a joke in this series! Also
the intended humor is not even remotely funny. Why did they even change Gridman's name to
Servo!? 1t's bad enough they cut the show to pieces, but calling Gridman, Serve was uncalled

for!

The only thing good about the series is the Special Effects by Tsuburaya Productions of
Japan! They are excellant! Tsuburaya has proved once again they are the masiers!
(Infortuantely. the bad dubbing in those parts downgrades the hattle scenes as well!

In short. Super lHluman Samurai Syber Squad is so bad it's worse than the flawed original
series! It's one of the worst offenses to American fans of Japanese sci-fi-fantasy that this show was
hacked to pieces! | have not seen a show as terrible as Syber Squad! (Rob here-At least until e
saw Saban's Masked Rider!) |f you have not seen the original series, (ry to [ind episodes on
import video uncut! You can compare for yourself the hack job between Gridman and Super
Human Samurai Syber Squad! You'll see the difference! However, if you like Syber Squad,

go forit!

Super Human Samurai Syber Squad is a perfect example of an original show from Japan
that could have actually been improved upon, but is instead hacked to pieces! [ have not seen one
example of an American show that is better than the original Japanese version! Il you haven't scen
Syber Squad. don't even bother trying! It's so screwed up, it stinks! You haven't missed a

thing!!

Rating Out of 4 Stars- Zero



TRENDMASTERS GODZILLA
TOY LINE REVIEW sy s

[ was relieshing lo see more positive commentary on the
Trendmasters Godzilla line in G-Fan #20. | am nol
ashamed to say that they have done an excellant job and
that 1 own quite a few of the little rascals! Okay, they're not
10077 successiul in all things but they succeed in ways the
Bandai versions don't seem to.

IYirst. they're solid. Literally so in the 4 and 6 " ligures.
They achicve exactly the "play value" (hey claim to. A
(riend of mine who also owns the large Bandai collcction,
calls them “stunt figures". They're the ones he let's his kids
play with. Since the 10" Space Godzilla and Gigan came
oul they're the only ones they play with anyway. Thesc
ligures are huilt and painted to go where no Bandai has
gone belore and return home intact!

Second. they're cheap. Generally quite well rendered
and REPLACEABLE! [ say generally well rendered. as
some arc either decidedly more faithfiul to their film
appearance or arc more interestingly inlerpreted than
others.

Current aces in the whole are: |
* 10" MechaGodzilla. Nicely done with lights and sound
[or about $10 /ess than the smaller plain Bandai version.
* 10" and 6" Space Godzilla. Great sculpt especially the

near perfect 6"
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*6'" Mogera. Also worthy of note for good
sculpt/appearance.
* Pop Up Rodan. Unusual but a great sculpt of Rodan
with the Gargoyle flavor.
* Godzilla vs. Biollante in Washington D.C. What can [
sav?

It's an election vear!

Upcoming releases include Anguilas and Mogera in
10" form and possibly Biollante, all latc next fall. Those
who missed the first wave of figures in 1995, now largely
unobtainable, fear not! They will be re-released in the
Godzilla Wars line. The plush toys have not been picked
up as yet by stores due to concerns that their electronic
roars would be too scary for their young owners! New 2-
packs will feature the big guy in four different poses
fighting a new 4" foe from the Godzilla Wars line. The
new pose is worthy of much praise.

Now....the rest of the story(apologies to Paul Harvey).

Strongly finishing in the WHAT WERE YOU
THINKING? catergory is the 10" Gigan. The sculpt on the
box is excellant so why the radical change? He started out

far better than the Bandai version.

*Walking Godzilla. Non option. Skin too loose, detail

poor, head to soft. NEXT!
*40th Anniversary set II. I'm not coughing up $25 for 3
new figures. Anguilas looks good by the way, different but

good.
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[ laving said this I must thank Trendmasters. ‘They have
created a wonderful line of toys you can huv right here and
none! The range of products is broad and inferesting. Ask
yoursell this="1f this product came from Japan, would [
view it differently?”. 1 never knew I necded a growing
Godzilla untl | saw il at a local Toys- R~ Us!

To Trendmasters [ would say- Dump Spiga and
Kcmakiras. they're bugs. Do Titanosaurus and heaf
Bandai to the winner's circle! If you do Destroyer(7/iey
are-Roh) avoid the final stage, (Why, it's cool, Paul!-Rob)
the flving stage is more interesting. Don't worry about
Bandai figures sold here in the United States (Pontiac
doesn't worry about Jaguar). Different market share. To
the lans: We are a small slice of the intended markel.
Despite what we may want to believe, it's the kids who bug
their parents for the Super Deluxe Goji with the Kung Fu
Girip that drive the market. This has never happened hefore.
it mayv never happen again, let's enjoy it for the great event
i s
Word has i Trcndm‘lsters is after the GAMERA license.
( Theyv have :H Rr)b)
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Plug Section:

Henshin! Newsletter. Free publication. Bob Johnson and
August Ragone are back after a long hiatus! Their
Henshin! newsletter gives updates and reviews of the latest
Japanese sci-fi/fantasy rumblings. [ssue one features a look
at the "hanned Ulfra 7 episode 12", all the latest news and
a rant by August Ragone at the back of the issue about how
he is mistreated by people he constantly corrects about
"their facts” regarding articles they submit to fanzines

i
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A NEWSLETTER BY FANS, FOR FANS DEDICATED TO THE PROMOTION OF JAPANESE FANTASY MEDIA
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Write to Kaiju Productions, 1726 Divisidaro, SF,
CA 94115

Creepsville Magazine. $4.95 an issue. Published by totally
cool dudes Frank Kurtz and Roy Ware. Creepsville
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covers everythimg from u.f.o.'s, weird videos and comics (o
the latest news and stories from Japan in Roy Ware's Black
Sun_column, including Ultraman, Godzilla, Kamen Rider
and such. Creepsville is currently available on comic book
shop newstands and will soon be available on national
retail bookstore sheives in late October! In October, the
magazine will be a "/lip over" style magazine. with one half
being Creepsville and the other half being Roy Ware's
Black Sun magazine! Be on the look out for my very own
column. Reb Dage's Asian Action Scene in Black Sun!
You'll get the best news, reviews and articles covering the
likes ol Jackie Chan, Jet Li, Bruce Lee, Chow-Yun-IFat
and others! Don't miss it! For subscription info write to:

[ .aughing Reindeer Press, 1045 E. Wilson Ave, Lombard,

[Hinois, 60148 G-FAN l'l;'l‘l!l"l"m\‘

Ultra-lan/G-Fan. $2.95 an issue for Ultra-Fan, $3.95 an
issuc for G-Fan. Both published by Daikaiju Enterprises.
[I"vou don't read these two mags already, you should be!

Oriental Cinema. $4.95 an issue. Damon Foster is
iH$%~ing cool 0.k.! Covering everything from Japanese
supcrherocs to the latest low budget offerings from India!
Giet of 1 your butt and pick up Oriental Cinema fast'
Damon has been around for a while and deserves your
support! His writing style has offended just about every
anime walching. zit-laced, overweight, internet cruising
nerd, just what I love hearing! Write to Damon at : Damon
Foster. P.O. Box 576, Fremont, CA 94537-0576. Damon,

thanks for the plugs.
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Giant Robot. $4 an issue. Published by Eric Nakamura.
an Asian guy who finally started his own zinc after
probably reading too many American fanzines ranting
about Godzilla and Ultraman(like me)! | found the spring
1996 issue at a recent comic book geek convention. The
zine is very well done with articles including: "China from
A-Z", "I was Ultraman" and "Asian soft drinks"! There's
even a cool letters column with a wide array of people
writing in, including some guy who wants to party with a
fat sumo wrestler! How much better can you get! Write to:
Eric Nakamura, P.O. Box 2053, Los Angeles, CA 90064
for more info on availability.

Club Daikaiju. The source for Japanese sci-fi/fantasy toys,
books. magazines, laser discs and anything else you can
think of! Jim Cirronella is the most knowledgeable.
friendly. honest and fast dealer there is out there!
Everything you order comes quickly and is packaged
carefully, insuring your goods will get to you unscathed!
Don't bother with the other guys! Write to Club Daikaiju,
P.O. Box 1614, Fort Lee, NJ 07024 or call 1-201-587-

8112.

Far East Heroes has plugged these zines and
companies in order to promote and advance the Japanese
sci-fi/fantasy media in the United States for American
fans. These zines don't have hidden agendas or rant about
bootleggers (they use these "bootlegs" for review in their
fanzines anyway, go figure!) on every page. American fans
need to support each other and we need to remember that
this is all for fun. We don't need hypocrite fanzine editors
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who promote Godzilla movies but then have the attitude
that no one s supposed to have copies ol them except for
(themiselves beeanse they "know someone™ at the studio.
Ians, let's stick together and have fun! Hope you enjoyed

(he 1ssuce.

AR 1AST HERQES is brought to you by
Gaodzitla model b mlrler/backsta.blwr productions. 1996.

- ATTENTION .
N :j CHAN FANS!

g drngged behind buses
“eesand handle it all...one qf
" 'the best filmmakers that
the world has ever known,
JACKIE CHAN.”
— Quentin Tarantino, introducing Jackie Chan

T LAST, JACKIE CHAN HAS A FAN CLUB
IN AMERICA! Join and JACKIER
you'll receive a monthly m =

newsletter. $20 annual

membership. Merchandise CHA N
available. Join today! More .g'&

'« info? Write (SASE please), FAN CLUB

“e-mail or call.

JACKIE CHAN FAN CLUB USA
P.O. Box 2281 # Portland, OR 97208 USA
(503) 299-4766 ¢ chanfansus@aol.com
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