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GI'AN TS FROM JaranN

TORIAL

Greetings and welcome to the long-awsited first issue of GIANTS FROM
JAPAN, When I say long-swaited, T mean that many of you hsve been wait-
ing » looong time for this zine, snd I asppreciate your patiasnce and
courtesy. Many, MANY problems kept arising every time I was ready to
put it out. But, at eny rate, here it is snd I hope you enjoy it, Need-
less to ssy, this will NOT happen egain...if you order GFJ #2, it will
NOT teke more than 6 weeks for it to resch you, I promise,

You mey be wondering why I changed this zine's tftle from MONSTERS FROM
JAPAN to GIANTS FROM JAFAN. You see, Barry Keufmen puts out s zine called
MONSTERS OF JAPAN, and I didn't want the two zines to get confused.

Hope you 1like the TERROR OF MECHAGODZTLIA filmbook, pesrt 1. I admit that
in the first part it doesn't get to much action, but things really explode
in pert 2 as Godzilla, MechaGodzilla and Titanosaurus battle one another
in a devestating fight that takes them 211 over Japan, All in next issue
(for other previews, see page 19.) Incidently, the film was originally
called TERROR OF GODZILLA when it first appeared in the U.S. The title
was changed when 1t was so0ld to television.

Thst's all for now. Next issue will be 36 pages for $1.25, snd it won't
take as long to reach you as this issue did. It'll feature asrt by myself,
Kevin Grays snd Bill Gudmundson, and fantastic (and rare) photos, See
you next issue, Joapanese monster fans!

Sayonars,
Mike Martin







Filmbook
by Mike Martin.

B et

PROT,OUGE

Godzills- king of the monsters. Nobody knows the origin of this
indistructasble monster. But many people believe Godzillas was some
kind of an ancient god. Others thought Godzille was = prehistoriec
monster awakened from a million years sleen by atomie explosions,
Thinking this awesome cresture a threat to civilization, attempts
were made to destroy Godzilla with modern wer machines. To Godzille,
these implaments of destruction and their tremendous firepower were
merely toys, He batted them away, and he simply destroyed them,

Innored and sngered by this attempt, Godzilla set out to destroy
the cities, The sound of his sereeching roar and esrth-shaking foot-
steps sent thousands » mining from their Fomes, fleeing for their
lives. He crushed all in his path, and set the countryside aflame
with his fiery breath. A1l of man's military might was no meteh for
Godzilla, Bullets,...tenks,..rockets...they had no effect on this
glant. His fierce attack left the cities in ruins.

There seemed to be no way of stopping this 600 ton monster, as whole
city blocks became = raging inferno. Then, from the blaek hole of
outer space, invaders from other planets and galasxies decided this was
the oppurtunity to take over the earth. But Godzilla, like en snimel
protecting his home territory, decided to unite with the Earth people
in attempting to fight off the invaders, Godzille, the terrifying
monster, now becomes Godzilla, the friend snd ally.

To cope with Godzilla, the invaders used monsters of their own. Many
fierce battles took place with these frightening monsters, Godzilla was
put to the full test of his strength. But in the end, Godzills and the
Earth neopnle were victorious.

Other sinister minds from outer spasce decided that the only way to
take over the esrth and destroy Godzille would be with another Godzille-
like creature, The huge robot monster, impervious to anything, MechaGod-
zillay!

In their first encounter, s furious battle took place, in which Godzilla
‘almost met his match. Godzilla called upon here-to-for-unknown powers
to defeat his mechanicle counterpart. And then, after twisting the Mecha-
Godzilla's head off, he hurled it into the sea.

Chapter One- Enter: Titanosaurus!

A sub is sent to search for MechaGodzilla's head. The submarine sub-
merges, traveling just above the ocesn floor. A search light is switchead
on from within the sub.

On the dock sits a young girl, Katsura. Katsura is the daughter of Dr,
Mafune, & once-famous marine scientist, As she watches the ocean, where
the sub had just submerged, her eyes take on a strange glow.
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Basek aboard the sub, not s trace of the MechaGodzilla can be found.
"Are you sure we have the correct location'", one of the men asks.
“I'm auite sure", the captain replies. "We're in the right sres."

"And still no sign of MechaGodzilla!"

There 1s movement in the water sheed of the sub. Suddenly s huge
torrent of water knocks the sub sround, catching it in a whirlvool-
like vortex. A rosr is heard inside the craft.

The sudb surfeces. A huge snske-like cresture rises up with it!! This
is the Titanosaurus!!!

Titenosaurus leaps out of the water and 3ands on top of the sub,
pushing it under. Titanossurus grabs onto the sub and pulls it down
into the ocean depths.

Chapter Two- The Meeting

Meanwhile, at the International Police Orgenizetion building, & mesting
is teking place to find out what happened to the sub,

"It's true that the submarine was still in the experimentsl stage," one
of the men states.

"It'd heen specially designed by us at the Ocean Exploitation Institute.
T ean't believe it...thet this accident was csused by some mistake on
our part!"

"What did the wreck tell you?" a scientist esks,

"Not rmuch,” renlies the first man, "The sub had been hit with enormous
impact. It'd been ripped completly spart."

"Yes..." muses the first scientist., "It wasn't sn sxplosion?"

"Check the report!"

After looking over the vepers, the scientist states, "It's possible,
chief."

"Hmrmmm. . .you'll find this interesting,” the chief replies, handing the
scientist a batech of photographe of & spasce ship. "Teke a look at these.
We can't be sure about it, but the men who took these photographs swesrs
he saw something strange rising out of the sea, just above where the sub-
marine ssnk. It rose up several times., Now, it's not much to go by, but
I thinknit means that we must be very careful sbout what we do in the
future. —e

Just the:, a man enters the room, stating, "My name is Ichinose from the
Q. Bl

One of the men seated st the desk reconises the newcomer. "Hey...Ichinose!"

"Marakoshil" Tchinose exclaims. "How are wou?"

"Fine!"

"You two know each other?" the chief asks.

"Yes, uh, we were at college,” Marakoshi replies.

"Well, good. Teke a sest. It's nice to meet you."

"Thenk you," Ichinose replies, pulling up & chair,

The meeting continues as the chief says, "I'd like you to listen to thig
carefully. It's a recording made from the sub just before it sank.,"

The tape recorder is switched on. A frightened voice comes on, saying,
"Come in! Hesdquerters! Come in) Hesdquarters, can you hear me? Hesd-
auarters! It looks 1like a gient fish! No...no...not a fish...a dinosaur]
A gient dinosaur! Hesd~uarters! It's a dinosaur! Come int"

"Dinosaur,.!" Iehinose whispers, puzzled. "Play is$ agaein."”

Again the terrified voice comes on, and the chief turns the recorder off.

"There's no doubt he's saying 'dinosaur',” the chief states. "What's it
mean to you ax a marine biologist? What do you think?"

"I can't believe it," Tchinose replies in a puzzled voiece. Whet if s
huge dinosaur really did sink the sub? What new terrible danger might be
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in store for Japen now?

Chapter Three- The Alien Plot

Meanwhile, in a hotel room downtown, sits a sinister looking man
wearing sunglasses, Another man, with a beard, enters the room.

"Ceptain,” the first man states. "I've been waiting for you. Tell
me, did you have a good trip?"

"I'm exhsusted. The earthling plane flights are terrible. One hour
is worse than 2 thousand in space travel, Put I suppose that it is
neccessary for the project.”

"You're correct. Be patient. We must choose the right time to exert
our nower...on Tokyo."

The man welks to the window, lookimg out on the polluted city, as his
besrded captain stends behind@ him,

"Yes, Captein,” he contimues., "Tokyo will do. As an earthling city,
it's tyoified by it's pollution and confusion. In spite of thelr attempts
to control it, the earthlings don't Imow what to do., They are so
ignorant."

"And after it is destroyed," the cappasin continues, "we esn rebuild
Tokyo to suit our comvéniance. How is progress?"

"Everything is under control and on schedule. The last of our nlanets
is fasding into the blsck hole. We must sct soon., Planet Earth is vital
to us. Wd rust succeed., Captain, T think that I've found en earthling
that cen help us."

"An earthling?"

"Shizo Mafune. He is a doctor of science. And as an earthling, his
¥nowledge is exceptionally advanced."

"But can we trust him?"

"First of all, we saved his daughter's life for him, And what's more
important, he himself Hates earthlings...he wishes to destroy them!"

"But why should he do that?" asks the alien captain.

"20 yesrs ago, he was a top scientist...even more brilliant then all
the resti He advenced too far for them. And then, when they didn't
understand him, they threw him out!"

The alien captein nodded, already thinking of a way to work Dr.Mafune
into his plan to conauer the earth.

END OF PART L

See next issue for the dynamite conclusion

of our TERROR OF MECHAGODZILIA filmbook!

Note from the Editor-

Anyone wishing to work on the
GFJ staff doing artwork, articles
or supplying infromation, contact
me (Mike Martin) at: 3587 Adaline
Drive Stow, Ohio L1122l.
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Roden hstches from his egg in a mine shaft. RODAN (1957).

Rodan, the gigantic winged reptile, stands 16l feet tall snd has @
wingsnan of 39 feet (aceording to Kevin Grays' Roden Blueprints,
which appear sfter this article). Cslled Radan in Jspen, the huge bird
can fly st supersonic snmeed, and his destructive winds toonle buildings
and other objects as he flies over them. Rodsn is probasbly Godzilla's
most famous ally, sppearing in lj Godzills films as well as his screen
' debute in RODAN (1957). In this, the first Rodan film, 2 mine workers
named Shiguru (Kenji Sawsrs) and Goro are digging in the Kitamatsu
Mines with their fellow workers. Goro disappesrs with enother miner,
and Shiguru goes down to look for him., He finds the body, but sccidently
stumbles upon a groun of prehistoriec worm-like insects. In 2 valiant
attempt to save his fellow workers, Shiguru mans 2 cosl train and rams
it into the insects. The impact causes a cave-in, snd Shiguru is hove-
lessly traonoped.

Days later, Shiguru is found on & mountsinside, void of memory. When he
sees 2 pet bird's egg hatch, though, his memory returns. He recalls how,
in the shaft, s giant egg hed broke open, and Rodan had emerged. Rodan
gobbled the insects down. That is when he hed lost consiousness.

Officials visit the mine and find not 1, but 2 Rodans, which immediatly
left the shaft. The monstrous birds destroy a squadron of plenes snd
then move on to Janan. After devestating the city, The Rodans return
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to their mountsintop home.

The Japensse army bombard the mountain with missiles, causing a
volesniec eruntion. One of the Rodens is trspped. Refusing to leave
his mate to die, the other Rodan joins her in death.

Appsrently, one of the Rodans survived, He teamed up with Godzille
and Mothra in GHIDRAH, THE THREE-HEADED MONSTER (1965). In this, a
new planet is discovered behind Jupiter, and 2 astronauts go to
investigate. On the new world, called Plenet X (what en original
neme]) the astronsuts meet a race of neople who live underground.

The surface is being ravaged by Chidrsh, who fled Earth after his
defeat in the vrevious film by Godzilla, Rodan snd Mothra. The Xlans
want to borrow Godzilla‘and Rodan to rid them of the demon. In
exchange for this, they will give us a miracle drug formuls that will
cure all illness.

Godzilla and Rodan are taken to Planet X, where they battle Ghidrah.
Ghidrsh is defeated as the 2 astronauts go back to Earth with the tape
containing the miracle drug formula.

The tspe is blank. Soon, Godzilla, Rodan, and Ghidrah sre attscking
Jepan. A double-cross! Planet X only wants our world's water! Anywey,
Godzilla snd Rodan sre freed from Plasnet X's control, and they battle
Ghidrah again. The 3 monsters topple off the side of a cliff. Only
1 comes up...Ghidrah, Ghidrsh flies off into space.

DESTROY ALL MONSTEPS (1968) was Rodan'3: next film., Roden, co-starring
with such eats as Godzilla, Angilas, Mothra, Bsragon and Spiga (to
name a few), sttacked 'Moscow. Once sgasin, this film is so well known,
T won't go into it.

‘And 1est, snd most likely least, is GODZILLA VS. MEGALON (1976).
Rodan appeared for only a few
seconds at the film's beginning,
which showed him om Monster
Island during sn earthauske, Not
mich to look at, really. He just
stood there, looking stupid, with
Angilas, who fell into s steaming
ersvice.

And so the saga of Roden ends.
Will he return? WhHo knows? Only
time will tell.

(This article is but the
first in a series of monster
filmographies. Next issue
will feature the Mothra
films.)

Terrifying close-up of Rodan.






MONSTER: Roden
HEIGHT: 16l feet (50 meters)

WEIGHT: 15,000 metriec tons
(30,000,000 pounds)

Rodan is a guite remarksble
cresture, capable of many int-.
eresting feats., Rodan was re-
resurected when his egg, placed
in 2 state 6f suspended sanime-
tion for millions of yesrs,
hatched within & voleano. Rodan
found himself in 8 new ers
which he had to adapt to or
perish.

1, BEAK: Rodan's beak serves as
both a weapon and a mouth for
food, It is lined with sharp,
tiny teeth. Inside is a long,
thin tounge, and nostrils
rest near the beak's tip. Ro-
dem can fire a very strong
gust of wind from inside.

?. EYES: Rodan's eyes are placed
jv ;L behind and above the
beak, with steep folds of skin
above, His vision is excellant
and very sufficient.

3. HORNS: Atop Rodsn's head rest
2 very strong and sturdy horns,
excellant in smashing objects
or enemies,

ly. WINGS: Rodan's wings are ex-
tremely powerful and large. On
them, Rodan displays thrse-
fingered claws, apparently of
l1ittle use. When fully extend-
ed, Rodan has & vingspan of
, 394 feet, When in the air, they

"{ can either be flapped or out-

streched for gliding. When

the torrible destructive force
of a hurrdicane.

o

6. CHEST/ABDOMEN SECT.ON:.
these areas bssically
appear as one, lined on
the outside with cross-
ing strips of skin. In-
side resides the circu-
latory and digestive
systems es well as air
sacs, These are conmon
in 211 flying ereatures.
They 11l up with the
air Rodan takes in and
create a type of current
allowing flight without
extensive flapping.

7. LEGS: Rodan's legs are
rather thin and segmen-
ted. The wings connect

to them and they csn mir-

aculously support Rodan
well,

8. FEET: These rather small,

three-toed structures

also support Rodan well.
They have a thin "hook"
on their rear which does

not come out on footprints.

9., TAIL: The tail of Rodan
1s mach 1like the teil
feathers of a bird, It
acts as a rudder when
Rodan is flying.

- \O -



ADDITIONAL INFROMATION

COLORATION: Rodsn's overall
body color is a carmel-like
brown. The beak, horns, and
the strips of crossing skin
on the underside esre of »
much lighter, slmost golden
shade. The eye pupils sre
black.

ABILITTES: Roden can fly at
the speed of Mach 1.5 which
allows him to cross the sound
barrier and create sonic
booms. He can also whip un
great destructive winds with
his wings or release massive
air from his mouth., The me j-
ority of human weaponary end
technology has no effect on
the grest beast. Rodan is
very swift and sgile, espec-
jally in the sir, His sgbility
to sense food is high, snd

he shows an excellant auality
in sdsption. He has gone
underwater for great periods
of time and even survived in
outer space, Rodan's strength
is truly immeasursble., He is
a very durable monster, and
cepnable of surviving incred-
ible and rsrely escapable
attacks of destructive
potentisl.

CHARACTERISTICS: Once &n en-
emy of humanity, Rodan now
prefers to protect Earth from
villisnous monsters who wish
to destroy it, instead of
destroying and killing all in
his path as he once did. Rodan
is basiecally e creature of
pesce who resides away from
humans and among other creat-
ures. Though he would sppear
to be s bird, Rodan is not,
thus felling into the classif-
icati n of flying rentile
because he has no feathers as
all true birds do.

HABITAT: Rodan does not
care much for intense
heat or bitter cold, A
special preference of

cool tropical temperatures
and mountainous aress is
quite evident.

INSTINCT: The cquality of
Roden's instincts would
appear to be pretty good
for a creature such as he,
Rodan is extremly well in
taking care of himself

end is far from a dull,
unintelligent beast. Rodsn
hes emotions and an image
of his own.

HEALTH: Rodan's health is
obviously in excellent con-
dition. Wounds and besttle
scars heal at sn ineredible
rate and diseases are very
rare and appear to be alien
to Rodan's system,

DIET: Rodan has bee.1 known
to consume dolphins and
tuna as sources of nour-
ishment, but it 1is not
definatly known if Rodan
is a striet canivor. Veg-
itation may also be a part
of the creature's diet.
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CoMPANY... THE GODZILLA

Angiles, Roden, Mothra, Minys, Jet
Jeguar and King Seesaw- what do they
all have in common? First of ell,
they're all gient Japanese monsters.
Second, they all have had the out-
standing honor of co-sterring in a
Godzilla film, as one of his sllies.
The "teaming up" of Toho creatures
didn't begin until 1965, believe it
or not, but today there are hardly
any Godzilla films without a guest-
appearance from another monster.

The tredition began in 1965 with
GHIDRAH, THE THREE-HEADED MONSTER.

Up until this film, Godzillas only
FOUGHT other creatures, not exactly
TEAMING UP with them. But this all
changed with the appearance of Ghidrsh.
Japan's Big 3 came to fight Ghidrah-
Godzille from the sea, Mothra from

her island home, and Roden from within
a mountaintop. At first, the monsters
pri-{ : R o merely battle each other, but later

. Mothra, ‘one of ' they team up ageinst Ghidrah, their

J,A e

- Godzilla's more common enery. Ghidrah is vanquished by
- colorful allies, the Japanese behemoths.

The teaming up of monsters proved to

be nroritabge for Toho, so-the same year
' MONSTER ZERO was released. Rodan tesmed

5°1§Pd10°g;ili;6§ up with Godzilla agein, but Mothra was
;;? .4 DESTnsY FeEs left out, probably because he was rather
e i out of place in the battles with Ghidrah.
. -~ But the next year (1966), the gisnt inseat

R was right at home in GODZILLA VS. THE SEA
MONSTER. This film concerned an island une:
der the control of dictators intent on
on ruling the world. A gisnt lobster called
Ebireh gaurded the island, munching on
passing ships every now and then. While
Godzilla bettled the erab, Mothra resqued
a group of shipwreck survivors. The dictat-
ors are finished by an atomic explosion.

By this time, audiences were getting bored
with team-ups with Rodan and Mothra- they
wanted something different., So Toho gave it
to them with SON OF GODZILIA in 1967. Minya
was the "eute" son mentioned in the title.

Angilas, who
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The film wesn't too bad, as long &8s 1t was kept in it's place. T
mean, who could be even slightly frightened or sstonished by little
Minye, with his child-like antics? Minya was certainly not up-to-par
with Toho's regular co-stars,

But Toho made a speectaculsr comeback the following year, 1968, with
the classic DESTROY ALL MONSTERS. Along with Mothra, Roden, and Minya,
Godzills also teamed up with Gorosaurus (KING KONG ESCAPES), Manda,
(ATRAGON), Varan (VARAN THE UNBELIEVABLE), Baragon (FRANKENSTIEN
CONDUERS THE WORLD), Angilas (GIGANTTIS THE FIRE MONSTER), and Spigs
(SON OF GODZILLA). A1l 10 of these gisnt beasts teamed up sgainst
Ghidrsh. Against such an swssome army of monsters, Ghidrah didn't
stand a chance.

The next Godzilla film, GODZILLA VS. THE SMOG MONSTER (1971), was
the first Godzills film in 6 years without en ally. Then, it took

|, more years for GODZILLA VS. MEGALON to reach the states. Godzilla's

Jet Jagusr, Godzilla's robotic ally, stands ready
to battle Megalon and Gigan in

GODZILTA VS. MEGALON (1976).
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glly in this movie was Jet Jaguar, & gisnt robot who ecan shrink to
men-size et will., Jet Jaguar was little above Minya in auality. Where
was all of Godzilla's worthwhile teamates?

In GODZILIA VS, THE COSMIC MONSTER (1977), & better ally was intro-
duced, King Seesaw. Despite the monster's semi-ridiculous name, the
lion-1ike ereature was a good ally for Godzilla. Not guite up to
Rodan, but far above Minya or Jet Jaguar.

The following year, the sequel, TERROR OF MECHAGODZILIA was released
(ses page 3 for part 1 of a filmbook on this spectacular f£ilm).
Although this movie was very good, it didn't feature sn ally for
Godzilla, So far, this is the last Godzille film released in the U.S.,
but don't despair- GODZILLA ON MONSTER ISLAND is soon to be released.
It festures Angilas. And, undoubtably, future Godzille films will
feature new and different allies for the Big G. We can only wait...
end hope,

(See page 16 for a preview of GODZTLTA ON MONSTER ISLAND).

Gigen and Megalon stand over a vanquished
Jet Jagu
.

ar in GODZILLA VS. MEGALON (1976).
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SPACE  MONSTERS FROM BEYOND ThE STARS... AT WAR W |TH...

GOPZLTLILY) rodgrss

Godzilla appesars to be beaten;ih this scene, but
we all kmow he'll get up agqin to vanguish his foes!

GODZTLIA ON MONSTER ISLAND, released in Japen in 1972 under the
title GODZILIA VS. GIGAN, is scheduled for release sometime thisa
year, most likely in the summer, This movie was Godzilla's 12th
film, and stars the Big G, Angurus (also caslled Angilas, Anulis
and Anzilla by soms), the three-headed horror, Ghidreh, and Gigen,
8 bird-1ike creature from space. Gigan (pronounced Guy-Gen) first
eppeared in this film, but we've seen him before in a later film,
GODZTILLA VS. MEGALON, which was relessed here before MONSTER ISLAND.
Here is a summary of GODZILTA ON MONSTER ISIAND:

A cartoonist named Kotaka finds out that aliens from snother world
are planning to take over the earth after killing Godzilla. Kotaka,






Two of the monster stars

of GODZILIA ON MONSTER
ISLAND- Above, Kevin Gray's
conception of the evil
Gigan- below, Godzilla, hold-
ing a2 tree for a club, moves
in to strike.

and two friends of his,

use a specisl long-range
tape recording device to
summon Godzilla and his
mighty ally, Angurus, who
then leave Monster Island
and head for Japan. Not

too long after this, two
aliens posing as & man and

a boy, send for Ghidrah and
Gigan. These two evil mon-
sters travel through space
toward Earth and land in
Japan, demolishing everything
in their path. No military
weapons can stop t.em. But
then, Godzilla and Angurus
approach the two space mon-
sters and a colossal battle
ocecurs. The aliens get ready
to blast Godzilla and his
scaley friend with a leser
weapon until Koteka blows

up the whole operation. God-
zilla and Angurus then wipe
out their foes from space.
When the battle is over, God-
zilla and Angurus go back to
Monster Island, their home,
until their next monster bat-
tle.

GODZTILIA ON MONSTER ISLAND
looks and sounds like a prett
good film to me, and I look
forward to the day it is re-
lessed in the United States.
So hang on to your seats when
GODZILIA ON MONSTER ISTAND
reasches theaters near you in
the near future!
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As of right now, I'm not sure
exactly of WHAT will be in our
next issue, or if there will
even BE a next issue, It sll
depends on how many sdvance
orders I get. So far, these are
some of the features I have
planned for GFJ #2- part 2 of
our TERROR OF MECHAGODZITTA
filmbook, Chidrah & Co.- the
enemies of Godzilla, the Mothra
Movies, the Godzilla Comic, the
Shogan Warriors comiec, and review:
of MONSTER ZERO, GODZILIA VS. THF
SMOG MONSTER snd others, as well
s 8mm movie reviews of DESTROY
ALL, MONSTERS, MONSTER FROM A PRE
HISTORIC PLANET and FRANKENSTIEN
CONRUERS THE WORLD. Also include
will be ads and & letters page.
Cost will be $1.00, and be gauren
teed that it won't take & year fo
GFJ #2 or your dollar to find its
way back to you., Order from:

GIANTS FROM JAPAN
Mike Martin
3587 Adaline Drive
Stow, Ohio LkL22)
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