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The Righteous Wrath of Ranger Stiles: My First
Big Bust-in words (and in pictures, thanks to
my prisoners)...by Jim Stiles

One morning, many years ago, when | still had the energy to
hustle for new advertising, | stopped by a new store on Center
Street. It was called Walkabout Travel Gear and | hoped the
owners might want to promote their business in The Zephyr. |
introduced myself to Brad Boyle and began my sales pitch but
suddenly he raised a hand and advised me that we had met
before. A long time ago, he explained.

The face looked vaguely familiar. “Really,” | said.

“Yeah,” he grinned. “You arrested me.”

As Brad told the story, it all came back to me. Slowly. Painfully.
And with the slow dawn of recollection, | considered two facts.

One, | can be a real asshole from time to time. And two, this

guy probably wasn't going to buy an ad.

As the tale was told, Brad Boyle, this kind, very tall man | was

listening to, explained how he had unwittingly become the first recipient of a National Park Service Citation of
Violation from a then-Wrathful Yet Skinny Ranger Jim-Bob Stiles. | think | was a few weeks into my first season
at Arches. My uniform was still crisp...I even had creases in my loden green Levis. And | looked like | was about
twelve years old. While | still object to my old pal Scott Groene's assertion that | was the “desert’s Barney Fife," it's

hard to deny a striking similarity to a uniformed Sonny Bono.

| had spotted Brad and his three friends— DIK Jensen, Ron Davison and Jeff Carvalho— on an old jeep track that
we'd closed for ‘scenic restoration, out in Salt Valley. As they approached, | climbed out of my NPS cruiser (red
lights flashing) and held out my hand; they were innocent as lambs and they waved and smiled as | stopped their
car. | think they were convinced | was just being a friendly ranger.

Instead | gave them the full weight (all 127 Ibs) of my authority as a federal law enforcement officer and | decided
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right then and there that these violators were going to pay the price for their environmental thoughtlessness.

At the time, the federal judge in Salt Lake City hated the federal government with such a fervor that he
automatically threw out of court any and all NPS citations. To get around this obstacle, we were deputized in our
respective Utah counties which gave us the authority to write tickets for violations of state laws. Somewhere in
the Utah state code, believe it or not, was a regulation about the destruction of natural features, so | cited Brad
for heinous crimes against the plants and grasses of Arches National Park and advised them to follow me into
Moab, to the Grand County Courthouse, where they had to post a bond.

Feeling the need for reinforcements, | paused briefly at the park entrance station and picked up my boss, Chief

Ranger Jerry Epperson, just in case these guys “tried something.”

Haskell “Heck” Bowman was Grand County'’s sheriff at the time. There wasn't much that riled Heck and this law
enforcement crisis only seemed to amuse him. | had delivered Brad and his co-conspirators to the Dispatcher’s
office and Heck stuck his head in the door...

“What's goin’ on here? Who are you fellas?” he asked as he examined my creases. He was already grinning.

“I'm a ranger out at Arches and | caught these guys. They're here to post a bond.”

“What'd they do?”

“Well they drove off the main road and...uh...rode over the...the flora.”

“The...the what?”

“You know...the plant life. The—"

“You got these boys in here because they drove over some o’ them wildflowers? Is that it, Ranger?” “Well...yeah...
you see—"

“Hey fellas,” Heck called to the other deputies, “This here young ranger has hauled these fellas in here fer runnin’
over some wildflowers out to the Arches.”

Heck turned back to me. “Well hell son,” he asked, “Why didn’t you just shoot ‘em? Or at least put the cuffs on ‘em.
Runnin’ over wildflowers...I don’t know...maybe we ought to jes’ lock ‘em up and throw away the key.”

| was standing there wondering if Heck might just throw me in jail instead, for annoying him, and | looked around
for Jerry, for moral support, but he had already slipped out the side door, unable to withstand any more of Sheriff
Bowman'’s good humor. My prisoners still seemed to be acting contrite but a few more minutes of this withering
assault by Heck and they may have ALL turned on me.

Finally Brad pulled out his checkbook, paid the fine and he and his buddies left. | left there as well, mortified
beyond my ability to express it. . | didn't write another ticket for three years.
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And that would have been the end of the story until | was reunited with Brad all those years later. Brad even had
the cancelled check for the fine (and later he sent me a copy). Brad also forgave me and took out an
advertisement and has been a Zephyr supporter ever since.

And THAT would have been the end of the story were it not for another recent discovery.

Brad sent me an email a few months ago, with some attachments. What'’s this, | wondered.

To my astonishment, it was a series of black & white photographs of the ‘incident.’ Brad’s buddy DIK Jensen was
snapping pictures throughout the grueling ordeal but had subsequently misplaced them. For years they were
believed lost. And then last fall, Brad got a message from his old friend—the arrest photos had been found! Brad
passed them along to me and now...for the first time...we offer these images of the National Park Service at...
ahem...its finest.
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Don't mess with Sonny Bono's Evil Twin.

To read the PDF version of this article, click here.

Don’t forget the Zephyr Ads! All links are hot!
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Tom Till Photography is celebrating ¢
its 35th anniversary this year! b

AND...the Tom Till Gallery
is 15 years old

Thanks to all of you for your kindness & support.
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Tom Till is proud to present his 15th book depicting the
wonders of Utah. Canyons of Utah is a stunning presenta-
tion with the kind of unigque imagery that has made Till Utah's
e photographer laureate. Till's photographs offer a new vision of
» i the Southemn Utah Mafional Parks, and glimpses of wildermess
TN  areas few have seen. From the buming reds of the Colorado
g Riverin flood to the lush greens of Zion Mammows, Canyons of
Utah is a celebration of color and drama, photographed in Till's
nimitable style—35 years in the making. Complementing the
photographs are four essays by Till's writer’'daughter Mikenna
Clokey., with subjects as diverse as meteor impacts, amaz-
ing archeological finds, and bear attacks on human visitors to
the wildemess. Canyons of Utah will find a treasured place on
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10 comments for “The Righteous Wrath of Ranger Stiles: My
First Big Bust-in words (and in pictures, thanks to my

prisoners)...by Jim Stiles”

Ron "Zeb" Davison
April 1,2012 at 7:13 pm

Well, my old friend Brad sent me a link to this fine story, and as | sit before my computer today,
| attest that it is a faithful retelling of one of my first run-ins with “the law”. | applaud Officer
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Stiles for his pleasant, entertaining, and self-deprecating writing style. Yes, we were all young
once upon a time...how ironic that |, a “destroyer of nature”, ended up being so anti-
development/pro-environmental protection. A long strange trip, indeed, but with one little

thread running from that day to this: Due to the hat | wore on that trip, I've been known ever

Reply

since as “Zeb”.

Tom Wylie

April 9,2012 at 11:25 pm

Great story, Jim! Consider. | had arrested and cited so many people in Yosemite | hoped |
would never have to do it again, and | didn't. Canyonlands was a good place for not making

arrests in those days.

jane Kosut
April 11,2012 at 5:42 am

| will be laughing all day long....you can really retell in words a good story.

Reply

Tracey McDonnell (Morse)
April 11,2012 at 9:00 pm

What a great story!Brought back memories of the first ticket | issued...driving/camping off
road (or something like that)! Damian Fagan was with me. | was a nervous wreck! How are you

doing Jim???
Reply

Jan
December 21,2013 at 9:15 am

Great collar. Could be a great series. Law & Order: Parks & Recreation.

Reply
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Tina Shay

December 25,2013 at 10:04 pm

You are a treasure Jim! Great story!

Warren Musselman
July 4, 2016 at 12:07 pm

Shame there is no video. This should be on “Cops” Stiles... that 70’s porno mustache clinches

it.
Reply

Joe Blackburn
March 4, 2022 at 8:03 am

Hilarious!!l Great observation!

Reply

Donna McNeely
August 19, 20217 at 10:17 am

Thanks for this great story. My Dad was Sheriff Heck Bowman. | love reading about those

Reply

stories about him. He was a great man and father.

Joe Blackburn
March 4, 2022 at 8:02 am

| just happened to run across this story when looking for a former officer from Southern
Indiana. Hilariously and well told! | agree with “Zeb” about the added self-depreciation

throughout the story. | also love the earlier comments by Jan and Warren Musselman; maybe

Reply

you could combine the two ideas for an entertaining mini-documentary!!!
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TWO LOCATIONS 912 East 900 South

Salt Lake City, UT 84105

MIDDLE EASTERN CUISINE

Ph: 801.521.4572

Monday - Saturday
Lunch—11:00 am~3:00 pm
Dinner—5:00 pm-10:00 pm

1515 South 1500 East
Salt Lake City, UT 84105

Ph: 801.484.9250

Mazza Middle Eastern Cuisine has :
been an insttution in Salt Lake City, i v
Utah for more than 10 years, you 11:00 am-9:00 pm
can enjoy fresh, authentic Middle Friday & Saturday
‘Eastern cuisine such as Falafel, 11:00 am-10:00 pm

Shawarma, Kebabs, dips and salads
whenever you want.

‘The expansive menu also includes
specialty platters prepared from
scratch, using fresh, high quality
ingredients. Mazza boasts one of the
largest selections of Middle Eastern
beer and wine in the United States.

‘WWW.MAZZACAFE.COM

(— !1 ‘Sore No More! is a fast
SU[,F‘M&M?‘E- acting pain relieving gel that

begins to work immediately

of pain associated with simple
backaches, ar thritis, bruises
and sprains with its unique
heating and cooling ingredients.

and
witch hazel will get rid of pain
the natural way

www.sorenomore.com
info@glogerm.com

‘VISIS THE NEW WEB SITE OF THE GREAT SOUTHWEST ARTIIST:

JOHN DE PUY

bl h
Iandscape ofthe Southusest - mountains, buttes, abysmal gorges. But De Puy's
‘but the one, he i il the

‘experience, that forms the basis of experience, the ground of being.”
Edward Abbey

www.depuygallery.com

2822 NORTH AVENUE
‘GRAND JUNCTION, COLORADO

970.242.9285

THE BEST SELECTION OF ROAD BIKES
AND MOUNTAIN BIKES
ON THE COLORADO PLATEAU

B
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PERFORMANCE BIKES
http://www.boardandbuckle.com/
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CANYO
COUNTRY Camyon Country
& River Lore:

‘The Remarkable Resilient Life
of Kenny Ross

By Gene M. Stevenson

Colorado

Funning in southwestern eanyon country
Available at:

rd, Monticell

and at Amazon

Join us for
anunforgettable
horseback experience
in Utah’s beautiful
La Sal Mountains.

MOUNTAIN JOE’s TRAIL RIDES

M Joe's Trail
a Utah. Located in the
‘south of Moab, Mountain Joe's offers spectacular views,

1 Forestlands

I Mount:

of $50 rides for a
‘We're located on the premises of Wolf Springs Ranch Retreat
in Old La Sal, Utah,

mountainjoestrailrides.com
‘mountainjoestrailrides@gmail.com  435-287-4408
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RED MESA
CAFE

GREG GNESIOS

A COLLECTION OF ESSAYS AND BLOGS CENTERED
BOOMER' PERSPECTIVE ON

AGING AND THE ENVIRONMENT.

AVAILABLE AT AMAZON.COM
‘CLICK THIS IMAGE

‘National Park Park, Pt. Reyes National Seashore,
o Pty Nationat Mo, New Mo,
2nd Canyonlands National Park Utzh.

i
gazines, nuiseum exhibits, calendars and books.
When he it iking o conductng i, h slls rar books nline,
‘watches movies, and writes a blog about his adventures

He lives in Grand Junction, Colorado.

KAY SHUMWAY NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY

Blanding, Utah
kshumway@frontiernet.net
Kay Shumway combines his passion for photography aud a love
of soméhionciorn Utali i0 orests apectacalar images tat you
ean now enfoy Ln your home, Chioose from thousands
of imagos that Include Gomort 1 landscapes, flowers,
Anasasi ruins, and still-life studies. Each are offered in sizes
from 4x6 to 24x36 inches. The reasonably priced archival

enece coume alive with spectacsiar Sontlimwos: tuegos.
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WE ARE YOUR
HEADQUARTERS

SKIS & BOOTS SNOWBOARDS
TELE-MARK & CROSS-COUNTRY
EQUIPMENT...

«.and we RENT everything we sell.
WE DO BOOT FITTING AND ARE
AFULL-SERVICE REPAIR SHOP.
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AL CORNETT ¥ )

Artist - Craftsman - Author:
Seven Mountains and the Red Star

13378 Campton Rd.
Slade, Ky.40376
606-663-4276
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GALLERY

My 27 years at
Rocky Mountain University...

T. WINSTON MoJo

In the tradition of literary bureau-
crats Kafka, Bukowski and Miller,
T. Winston Mojo takes the reader on
ajourney into the abyss of institu-
tional smallness. Everybody knows
that politics at the university are
s0 vicious because the stakes are so
small. Mojo's real-life gauntlet of vil-
lains at Rocky Mountain University
in Big Rock, Colorado, is an explora-
tion into just how small those stakes
can be.

AVAILABLE FROM
amazoncom'

600 N. MAIN ST.
MOAB, UTAH
(435) 259.7312

moabrockshop.com
T

MOAB'S
_BILL TIBBETTS
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COWBOYING in CANYON COUNTRY

The Life & Rhymes of
Fin Bayles, Cowboy Poet

By Robert S. McPherson
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depuygallery.com

ISABEL FEI:REIRA
DE PUY

oils on paper
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The Zephyr Blog
is updated
almost daily...
from our
Zephyr archives,
plus new images,
related news links,

and videos.

To read the most
recent posts,
click the individual
titles below.
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http://www.amazon.com/gp/offer-listing/0816524742/ref=sr_1_1_olp?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1274462022&sr=1-1&condition=new
http://www.amazon.com/gp/offer-listing/0816524742/ref=sr_1_1_olp?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1274462022&sr=1-1&condition=new
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Hkftm_3Z4o
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Hkftm_3Z4o
http://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/oldzephyr/archive/
http://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/oldzephyr/archive/
http://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/newzephyr/archivenew.html
http://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/newzephyr/archivenew.html
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2024/03/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2024/02/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2024/01/
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https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2023/12/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2023/11/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2023/10/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2023/09/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2023/08/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2023/07/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2023/06/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2023/05/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2023/04/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2023/03/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2023/02/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2023/01/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2022/12/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2022/11/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2022/10/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2022/09/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2022/08/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2022/07/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2022/06/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2022/05/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2022/04/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2022/03/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2022/02/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2021/11/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2021/09/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2021/08/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2021/05/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2021/03/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2021/01/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2020/11/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2020/09/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2020/08/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2020/05/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2020/03/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2020/02/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2019/12/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2019/09/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2019/07/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2019/06/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2019/04/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2019/02/
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https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2018/12/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2018/09/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2018/08/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2018/06/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2018/04/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2018/02/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2017/12/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2017/10/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2017/08/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2017/06/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2017/04/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2017/02/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2016/12/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2016/10/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2016/08/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2016/06/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2016/04/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2016/02/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2015/12/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2015/10/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2015/08/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2015/06/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2015/04/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2015/02/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2014/12/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2014/10/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2014/08/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2014/06/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2014/04/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2014/02/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2013/12/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2013/10/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2013/08/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2013/06/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2013/04/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2013/02/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2012/12/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2012/10/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2012/08/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2012/06/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2012/04/
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https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/2011/07/
https://www.canyoncountryzephyr.com/
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